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IX» LEGIT SHAKING BIZ BLUES 








Writer Guilds Open Drive to License 





: aterial Rather Than Sell Outright 


By HOBE MORRISON + 


An organized drive to establish 
licensing instead of outright sale 
of material in all writing fields is 

. being started by the various guilds 
in the Authors League of America. 
The Authors Guild council an- 


a 
rection : (5), and the IQga- 


matists Guild will likely take 
similar action. The Radio Writers 
_ Guild is alre working on that 
Brineiple, and the Screen Writers 

d adopted the same stand 
months 


ago. 

The major battle over licensing 
versus outright sale will obviously 
e waged on deals for film rights. 

* Virtually alone among the media 
using written material, the picture 
business has operated from the 
first on the basis of outright pur- 
chase of all seripts. Only in re- 
cent years, and in a minimum of 
cases, licensing deals have beefi 

y win Even escalator deals have 

been infrequent and a relatively 

} development.- The few that 
Be tse lye Sous 

plays, t+) 

‘have been a handful 

books in the last couple of years. 
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An OK P.A. for Metro’s 
$ * ‘ ? 
_. Reissue of ‘Ninotchka 
J Rome, April 6. * 
Official Soviet objection to the 
ying of Metro’s “Ninotchka” in 
ly ‘has kicked back in the face 
the 8S. Largely as a re- 
sult of the unsolicited Soviet plug, 
the picture is SRO throughout 
italy, forcing the Metro exchange 
re to put through a rush order 
to the homeoffice for more prints. 
Now playing in Italy for the first 
_ time, “Ninotchka” was thrown into 
international spotlight when 
¥ Soviet ambassador to Rome 
Senitted a formal protest to the 
i: oe an ministry of foreign affairs. 
* Objection was presumably raised 
use of the way the film kids 

(Continued on page 53) 


* DISK-JOCKEY UNITS NEW 
BO, LURE IN VAUDERS 


Disk-jockey units are hitting 
Pens 8rosses wherever tried. The 
aoa Ome already played Boston 
ro icago with good results, and 
; Topolitan houses such as the 
and theatre, N. Y., are setting 
se shows. 

Sate have been formed by Al 
In + Chicago agent, and Miles 
—* 8, New York agent, who in 
qunction with the shows have 
dist paude bookers on tieups with 
y + ame and are arranging for 
pil advance publicity with platter 
ots in the towns where the 

OWS are set. 
Strand layout will have Jack 

ued on page 54) 





move in that di-} 


fon" to increase the powers of the par- 
has |©mt union, the Associated Actors 


_jand Artistes of America, or to work 


A Sign of the Times 
War jitters has chased a 
number of permanent guests 
out of the fashionable mid- 
town Manhattan hotels into 
residence in the Westchester 
and Connecticut suburbs. 
Mostly oldsters with money, 
their idea is that atomic war- 
fare would naturally hit the 
Rockefeller Center zone first. 


Action April 15 
On ‘Big Union 
Of Talent Groups 


Another move to create “one big 
union” in the performer field is 
under way. Formal action will be 
taken at a meeting April 15, either 





qut some sort of overall authority 


.tand single-card setup. Preliminary 


confabs between leaders of the var- 
ious 4A’s affiliates were held all 
day Friday (2) and Monday (5). The 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
(Continued on page 63) 


A-C Blitzed for 386 
By Potson, They Reveal 
As US. Knocks for 1506 


Chicago, April 6. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
testifying here last week in Gov- 
ernment tax suit against Mike Pot- 
son, former Chicago’bistro opera- 
‘tor and alleged gambler, revealed 
Potson used to play cards with the 
comedians between takes on the 
studio set. A&C said they had lost 
about $38,000 to him in friendly 
sessions since 1941. 

Costello said that he lost $15,000, 
but on cross-exam admitted about 
half might have been lost to band- 
leader Ted Lewis. Abbott revealed 
that he lost between $20,000 and 
$23,000 and modestly told of how 
he and Potson invented a new six- 
card ginrummy game. 

Government is asking for over 
$150,000 it claims Potson evaded 
paying on income, mostly on 
gambling take. 


New Tax Laws a Break 


For Show Biz Top-Earners 


Washington, April 6. 
U. S. income tax law, 








New 


passed by Congress last week over 
the President’s veto, will only in- 
cidentally affect show business. 
There’s nothing in the new setup 
applying specifically to theatrical 
enterprises or financing, and noth- 





(Continued on page 53) 


CAFES, BANDS UP, 
RADIO, MUSIG OFF 


Show business, mirroring opti- 
mistic national guessing, that’s been 
sending industrial and amusement 
stocks higher on a broad level, is 
now displaying healthy signs of 
following the economic trend. Two 
mainstays in the entertainment 
field—films and legit—have already 
embarked into happier days of an 
upbeat movement. Niteries and 
the band biz are also on the climb 
and promises of generally better 
prospects for industry-at-large may 
pull radio, records and music pub- 
lishing out of the doldrums. 
Each instance of better biz is 
partly due to specific factors ap- 
plying to the particular branch of 
amusements affected and partly to 
the brightening economic picture. 
The tax cut, for instance, means 
more luxury spending and, as 
such, is sized up as a lift for films, 
legit, niteries, records, sheet music, 
etc. Marshall Plan (European Re- 
covery Program) okay is viewed.by 


Old Hipp Site in N.Y. 
Discussed for Two 
Legiters, Video Aud 


A legit theatre may be included 
in the garage to be built on the 
site of the old Hippodrome, now a 
parking lot, at Sixth avenue be- 
tween 43d and 44th streets, New 
York. There’s also a_ possibility 
that the new building will likewise 
house a television auditorium and 
a second, small playhouse for in- 
timate legit shows. 


George A. Horvath, who is build- 
ing the garage, has been ap- 
proached by theatrical interests 
and has indicated willingness to 


(Continued on page 54) 


Air-Struck Jim Farley 


Jim Farley is developing into 
the most sought-after, non-AFRA 
guestar of the season. 


The ex-Postmaster General, 
whose new book has projected him 
into the current political scene, 
will guest shot on the Fred Allen 
show for April 18 for a satirical 
kickaround of the tome. 

Farley and his book were re- 
cently showcased on the “Author 
Meets the Critics” show and he’s 
been getting the comeon sign for 
appearances on a flock of other 
programs. 











— 





Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Four Leaf Clover” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Now Is The Hour” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
““Manana” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“Now Is The Hour” 


British Best Seller 
“Tree in Meadow” 





Top Show Biz Standards Seen 
Requisite for Tele to Hit Its Stride 


By ABEL GREEN 





. 


Video Widows 


Television is no panic with 
some of the femmes when 
house-partying, 

It’s gotten so that the men 
give the gals the brusheroo 
when the fights or basketball 
are on; and leaving the girls 
to gab amongst themselves is 
no hit with the ladies. 


Army to Sponsor 
Yanks’ Cultural 
Pitch to Europe 


Washington, April 6. 

Flock of concert artists, includ- 
ing some of the top names in the 
business are expected to tour Ger- 
many and Austria this year under 
U. S. Army auspices. are 
being canvassed by the Civil Af- 
fairs Division which is hypoing its 
program of drafting sHow biz to 
win our ex-enemies to democratic 
ways and thinking—a program 
which is more than coincidentally 

(Continued on page 63) 


12-Piece Orch Needs 
Tractor - Trailer For 
Instruments, All Pianos 


Pop dance bands of the usual 
number of musicians have a trans- 
portation picnic compared to a 
combo set to tour’ under Carl 
Knisley. He has devised a 12-piano 
combo of all-girl musicians—and 
instruments will move with them 








from date to date. They comprise be 


13 pianos with Knisley’s. 

Knisley’s outfit will travel by 
bus and a huge tractor-trailer. , 
Each night the 13 pianos are to be 
packed into the truck with legs 
detached. Group will carry two 
piano-tuners. 

Knisley is said to be negotiating 
with a piano manufacturer to use 
a certain band exclusively, the com- 
pany to underwrite moving and 
tuning. 

Outfit will play concert dates 
only. The Gale agency is handling. 


Union Oil’s Financial 
Report to Be Telecast 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

Union Oil Co. will carry a direct 
report on its 1947 annual financial 
statement to stockholders via tele- 
vision. 

Outfit has produced a film, titled 
“Report For °47,” which will be 
screened on nine different video 
stations throughout the country 
Tuesday (13) night, date of the 








company’s annual stockholders’ 
meet in Los Angeles. 


The show’s the thing and tele- 
vision already envisions the prob- 
lems attendant thereto. Realiza- 
tion has been quick that already, 
with TV a reality, the novelty ap- 
peal has become secondary. Show- 
manship must prevail. Show busi- 
ness standards of highest order 
must take hold. But pronto. 

Video showmen, within the net- 
works and among the talent agen- 
cies, along with the advertising 
agencies (sponsors), without wait- 
ing for the 1948-49 season when 
video was expected to really start 
rolling into high, have been hit 
with the primary conclusion that 
TV needs something extra. It 
needs motion, comedy, music, 
novelty—and glamor. 

There is no glamor to TV as now 
constituted. “Everybody’s a think- 
er,” said one video vet. “They all 
sit around tables and just yatatata. 
Just look around at what we have 
today, whether it’s cooking in- 
struction, authors, critics, Ameri- 
cana, disk jockeys, stylists, and 
even sports—it’s talk, talk, talk.” 

The video network people con- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Maybe They're Trying 
To Revive Burley on Tele - 
With Those Baggy Pants 


Male actors. appearing on tele- 
vision are slated for a new look 
all their own. 

Incensed by the sloppy appear- 
ance of many actors on tele shows, 
the Men’s Fashion Guild of Amer- 
ica is prepared to make available 
to all actors and commentators © 
working before the video cameras 
a complete wardrobe of men’s ap- 
parel and accessories. Service will 
be offered to tele producers on 
a loan basis without charge, under 
the Guild’s assumption that it will 
doing an added service to its 
members who are advertising on 
tele. . 

Idea is to be broached today 
(Wednesday) at a luncheon meet 

(Continued on page 61) 


BENNY, PHIL HARRIS SET 
FOR LONDON PALLADIUM 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Jack Benny is set for two weeks 
at the Palladium theatre, London, 
starting July 12. Deal was com- 
pleted last week by Val Parnell, 
managing director of the Moss Em- 
pire theatres, currently in the 
he S. on a talent foraging expedi- 
on. 

The only talent signed to ap- 
pear with Benny so far includes 
Phil Harris. Mary Livingston 
(Mrs. Benny) will make the trip, 
jand Alice Faye (Mrs. Harris) is 
|also going along, but whether they 
will appear on the show isn’t defi- 
nite yet. 

For the past few years, the 


(Continued on page 61) 
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‘Friars Get _a With George Jessel 


For Offkey Singing of 


*% 





Mother's Eyes 





Hollywood, April 6. 

Array of top show biz names 
turned out Sunday (4) night to 
honor George Jessel on his 50th 
birthday and his 40th show biz 
anniversary, but the pointed barbs 
of the usual Friars “roastmaster” 
dinner was generally missing as 
they touted him to skies. Some 
1,000 were present as emcee Jack 
Benny, George Burns, Eddie Can- 
tor, Sam Goldwyn, Bob Hope, Al 
Joison, Pat O’Brien, Danny Kaye, 
L. B. Mayer, Lieut. Governor Good- 
win Knight and Mayor Fletcher 
Bowron handed out tributes. 


Benny teed off: “I’m speaking 


vv 


even though he was 
guest of honor. He 
got laughs from the start. “Ladies 
and gentlemen,” he said, “this has 
been a very trying evening, sitting 
impatientiy listening te the many 
gentlemen highly suceessful in 
their own vocation trying their 
hand at being public speakers and, 
considering they’ve ali done well, 
I pay them a compliment as I 
would a 60-year-old baseball um- 
pire who has crocheted his first 


of the nation, 
in the spot of 





table cloth. It is customary for a 
recipient of a testimonial dinner 
such as this, when called upon, to 


alread of the greatest humorist of |be overcome with emotion an 


ali time. 
greatest toastmaster to any func- 
tion because I’m the Proctor in the 
Friars, which is equivalent to 
being a photographer on Reader’s 
Digest. I know Jessel would be 
most happy to function both as 
toasimaster and guest of honor but 
this once somehody elise is taking 
the job. Georgie is witty, co.or- 
ful, g:ib, even funnier than Jack 
Warner, more sophisticated than 
Coward, more charming than 
Chevalier, more versati:e than the 
Governor of Alabama. In facet he’s 
the on.y American mentioned beth 
in Wnos Who and the Kinsey Re- 
port.” 

Cantor cracked “It’s about time 
that the greatest after - dinner 
speaker in the country got recog- 
nized with a dinner of this kind. 
These net my words. I quote from 
a meeting of the Friars on Mareh 
9 when Jessel said ‘What am I the 
head oi the Friars for if I don’t 
get’a dinner tossed for me? I might 
as well be Abbott with Costello.’ 
... I have knewn Georgie since 
the days of the “Kid Cabaret” in 
1971. He wasn’t 13 then. One 
n ght he called me, asked help to 
get a high hat, striped trousers | 
. and a frock coat. I said, ‘Georgie, 

you're getting confirmedi Isn’t that 
funny outfit for occasion like this?’ 
He replied, ‘No, I’m getting mar- 
ried too.’ 

Kaye and Jolson 

Danny Kaye said he’s such a 
newcomer that when he gets with 
oldtimers they send him for cigar- 
ets. Benny said, “Darryl Zanuck 
couldn’t attend, being in N. Y. It’s 
too bad he isn’t here because we 
wanted to give him a citation for 
ho'ding Georgie in one jeb for so 
many years. I wasn’t so lucky. 
Zanuek traded me to Warners for 
an assistant director and a polo 
mallet.” 

Mayor Bewron came forth with 
his usual compliment of show biz, 
Jessel and the film industry, which 
has been his unalterable monolog 
for years except with the change 
of names and environment. 

Next to closing came Jolson, who 
stc_c the show entirely with his 
songs, three of them. In introduc- 
ing Jolson, Benny said Jolson has 
$5,000,000, Cantor wishes he had 
it, and Jessel probably is worried 
Eddie will get it. Jolson said 
they've been telling all serts of 
stories about him, even to the 

int that he became friendly with 

Parks, so he could teach him 
how to drown. He said that Jessel 
is not alone a great wit and enter- 
tainer but a great imitator, that he 
has been trying to imitate him for 
30 years (but badly), and it did 
no good to steal his material. He 
said Georgie could-never sing, it 
was just a bad patter to music, and 
that for first time in his life he 
would imitate an imitator. 


He said Jessel was just a loud 
noise and he would demonstrate it, 
which he did with a heart-tugging 
rendition of “My Mother’s Eyes,” 
such as Jessel never rendered. It 
brought the house down and Jol- 
son into his own. He followed this 
with “Easter Parade,” which re-| 
sulted in an outburst of applause 
and whistling at its end for almost 
five minutes. 

‘The mammy singer came through 
with a number that no one in show 
biz could normally follow. Jolie in- 
troduced a new song, “Nearest to 
Heaven,” which he said he wrote 
about the baby he recently adopt- 
ed. He stopped the show cold. It 
took a good five minutes before 
Benny could get it underway and 
introduce Jessel. 


Jessel Shows "Em How 
Jessel, nervous all night sitting 
on the dais without being able to 
get a word in, again proved him- 
self the top after-dinner speaker | 





I wouid probably be the | 


then saying, ‘oh my good friends I 
have no words at this time.’ Well, 
I have as many as ‘Gone With the 
Wind’. . .” 

“ .. TL would call to your atten- 
tion that this is not the first time a 
dinmer has been given in my honor 
by the Friars. There have been 
many. In 1926 the Friars had me 


as their guest in the monastery in‘ 


New York and there were on the 
dais George M. Cohan, Willie Col- 
lier, Marcus Loew, Walter C. Kelly, 
Sime Silverman and Sam H. Harris 
as the speakers. Fine gentlemen 
who have since gone down the road 
to their fathers: And in singing my 
praises they did not incorporate 
monologs from auditions given in 
| front of Pantages. These 
gentlemen of the past: spoke of 
many things that I’ve done that 
have not been touched upon this 
evening and as modest as I am I 
feel it is unfair to a lady I have a 
date with later in the evening not 
to hear some of my contributions 
to mankind in general. As a child 
I made up sayings like ‘a friend in 
need is a friend indeed;’ ‘money 
you make like that will never do 
you any good,’ ‘Rockefeller can 
only wear one suit at a time,’ etc., 


Enter Jéssel, The Here 

“I should like to speak of the 
help that I have been to my fellow 
man throughout the years. I wish 
I could do this in the second or 
third person, I am so embarrassed. 
I recall walking along the water- 
front in Albany, N. Y., where a 
man was feverishly trying to start 
his boat. I showed him how to make 
it go, and he never forgot it. That 
man was Robert Fulton. At another 
time I was asked for my advice by 
a great man in Washington. The 
country was in a most hazardous 
position, the union itself might be 
severed, and he said to me, 
‘Georgie what am I going to do 
about that general. I am getting 
criticism from ali sides. He drinks, 
he smokes cigars incessantly and 
that beard of his. And I said Abe 


| etc. 


way, let McClellan go and keep 
Grant. 

“At another time I met a young 
man selling beer in the ball parks 
of New York and I said to him 
baseball is the coming game. Go 
to Baltimore, go to that little 
school and get that kid. The rest is 
history. The two were none other 
than Col. Jake Ruppert and Babe 
Ruth. 

“Not ‘alone have I helped my fel- 
low man, but even the dumb ani- 
mals. A thing two years old no- 
body would bet on, because his 
name was Rosenberg, so I changed 
his name to Rosemont and in 1936 
he beat Sea Biscuit in the Santa 
Anita Handicap. Well, you say all 
these things are of yesteryear, but 
very few people know of my 
achievements in the last few 
months. I was asked to help a 
certain man who lives in San Si- 
meon, a newspaper publisher. ‘I 
want a certain general,’ he said, ‘to 
run for President. Give him some 
advice.’ And so the world thought 
I was making a personal appear- 
ance at the Roxy in New York, but 
I was far away in Loew’s Tokyo 
and there I spoke to the great gen- 
eral and I said to him, ‘Dougie, 


| your speeches sound as though you 


had a good head complex. They 
(Continued on page 58) 


MARK WARNOW STRICKEN 
Hollywood, April 6. 


. 





the Friars’ dinner to George Jessel, 
is hospitalized at Cedars of Leb- 
anon following a heart attack. His 
condition is “fairly good.’ 

He wrote a special ‘Jessel Can- 
tata” for the occasion, extolling 





Jessel as ‘new Methusaleh.’ It was 
sung by Warnow’s choir. 


let all of. your generals drink that 





KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 


Special Academy Award Winner 


TICKET MFRS. ASSN. _ 
AS ‘TRUST’ CITED BY FTC 


ers Assn. and a number of leading 
theatre and other amusement tic- 
kets were cited today (Tuesday) 
by the Federal Trade Commission 
for operating “an unlawful combi- 
natien to fix prices and eliminate 
competition in the manufacture 
and sale” of tickets and related 
items. This was part of an overall 
FTC complaint which cited six dif- 
ferent trade associations and 37 
manufacturers. They included also 
manufacturers of railroad tickets, 
coupon books, restaurant checks, 
clothing coupons, etc. 

The amusement group products 
involved included: “checks and 
coupons used by all types of amuse- 
ment enterprises and similar es 
tablishments, such as bathhouses, 
swimming peols, horse and dog 
shows, fairs, carnivals, 





; 


were: Globe Ticket Co.; Allen- 
Lane & Seott, International Ticket 
Co.; Areus-Simplex Tieket Ceo.; 
Elliott Ticket Co.; Arcus Ticket 
Co.; Toledo Ticket Co.; Dillingham 
Printing Co.; National Ticket Co.; 
Premier-Southern Ticket Co.; Bal- 
timore Ticket Printing and En- 
velope Co.; American Ticket Corp. 
and National Theatre Supply. 

Latter two firms were 
as not members of any of the as- 
sociations but “alleged to have 
actively cooperated in the coliusive 
practices.” 

Citation also named Gooch and 
Co., N. ¥. It says that the six 
trade associations maintained head- 
quarters at that address and that 
the Gooch 


. “the respondents 

lusively engaged in the following 
practices: agreement upon identical 
and uniform prices, discounts, sur- 
eharges, and extra charges to 
applied in the sale and distribu- 
tion of the products. 

~- The respondents are given 20 
days to file and answer with FTC. 


Irene Hervey, Jones Big 
Click at Casino, London 


London, April 6. 

Allan Jones and Irene Hervey 
were a positive click on opening 
at the Casino theatre, Monday (5). 
They were obliged to do 10 num- 
bers before getting off stage. 

Other American performers on 
the bill are Maurice Rocco, sepia 
singer-pianist, and Harrison and 
Fisher. Also on show are George 
Noonan, Keppel & Betty, Bennett 
& Williams, Newman Twins, the 
Edwardos, and the Carpenter Girls. 


Weissmuller and Others 
Aboard the QM From Eng. 


Johnny Weissmuller, who made 
a number of p.a.’s in Britain, was 
among a number of showbiz pas- 
sehgers who were scheduled to 
arrive in New York late yesterday 
(Tues.) aboard the Queen Mary. 
Others listed were playwright 
Frederick Lonsdale and A. C. W. 











| Carte Opera Co. 

| Also due in was Eric L. H. Cos- 
by, British financier and chairman 
of Bruton Films and Premier Dis- 
_tributors. While in the U. S. he 
/ hopes to work out some dea!s with 
American pic producers interested 
in film-making abroad. 








-TO-BE FRANK 


He was a young actor. “Why can’t we have a subsidiz 
he asked; “so we cam get a chance to act? They’do these 
in Russia.” “Do they?” I said. “Yes,” he answered, “ 
Ty culdebae ane: with hiss, He ha 
- Teo ‘be angry He had wern out a lot of sh 
going from office to office looking for a job. He had sat around Wan 
green’s with his fellow-actors talking about the rottenness of a syst “ 
pach wen’t te whe ong z= chance. e neg 
_ He was resen t the mauling mediocrity of c ; 
He was angry at the monstrous intolerance of the deem 
net a o of the Thomas Committee. Somebody had tom 
magia frustration to persuade him that the Soviet State had 











———} 


ed theatre,” 
things better 
a writer or artist 


” cd ® 

It came @ a shock to him when I told him that no 
interferes with the liberty of its creative artists as much SAR cnn 
munist despotism of the Kremlin. rom 

An author named Kostylev wrote a historical novel 
Terrible. The Central Committee of the Communist Party cracked 
down on it because it made the dreadful Tsar “too ordinary and in- 
sufficiently dignified.” A playwright wrote of this same Ivan and his 
play was withdrawn by the Committee because “the interpretation of 
the Tsar was not sufficiently dignified.” Imagine what would have 
happened to Shakespeare, if he were a Russian citizen, and wrote of 
a Tsar as he wrote of Prince Hal, later the hero of Agincourt. 

Kostylev had te grovel. He wrote: “I highly value the critieal articies 
about my nevel, Ivan the Terrible, because they help me in my work 
The only thing I might regret is that such articles have been perhaps 
too favorable to my works. I myself have always been of a more modest 
opinion of my works than my critics.” What would our young friend 
say of an American government that humiliated a writer like that? 

* 


about Ivan the 


The Kremlin’s rebuke to its musicians is still fresh in our minds, 
They grovelied,; too.. It was not’ enough. Shostakovich has had to give 
up his chair of music at the Moscow Conservatory. Khachaturian has 
had to resign as Chairman of the Union of Soviet Composers. Both 
en loss of income as a result. 

t's tough to bea struggling youngster with talent knocking at 
doors that will not open, but despotism, Right or Left; is not the 
answer. Put it on the throne and it will dictate to the study, the 
studio and the stage. Creative art may have to fight to survive in 
our system, but it still has the right to fight—and as long as it has 


this genius at least has a chance. 
x 


net read. 
(Copy: 
Ce. 


* 
MARCELLA SAYS: Art under tyranny ends in being dictated but 


« 
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songwriter, Lorenz Hart, and the 
Federation of Jewish Philanthro- 
pies are currently in a hassle over 


whether sale of rights to the clef- 
fer’s film biog constitutes  in- 
come or principal. 
stemmed from. a provision in 
Lorenz Hart’s will which gives 
Teddy Hart and wife Dorothy the 
income on 70% of his estate, with 
that portion erting to the FJP 
upon their death. 


According to Teddy Hart, the 
$125,000 slice is held to be current 
income from the estate and there- 
fore belongs to him. Jewish Fed- 
eration, however, claims the coin 
should be considered part of the 
basic estate with Teddy Hart 
entitled only to the interest deriv- 
ing therefrom, 


Metro’s deal with the Hart estate 
and Rodgers for the purchase of 
rights to all songs to be used in 
the upcoming productien provides 
for the film company to pay the 
first $60,000 for necessary song 
clearances. Thereafter Metro and 
the songwriting team must split 
song costs 50-50. 

Hart’s Bequests 

Hart’s will also bequeathed a 
series of cash payments including 
$5,000 to Teddy Hart and $2,500 to 
his wife, Dorothy. Other cash be- 
/quests include $2,500 to Mrs. Mary 
'Campbell, a maid; $2,500 to Sidney 
‘Hertz, a cousin; $2,500 each to Dr. 
‘Milton Bender and Irving Eisen- 
‘man, friends; $1,000 to Irene Gal- 
lagher (Max Dreyfus’ aide at Chap- 
| pell), a friend; $1,000 each to Mary 
and Linda Rodgers, daughters of 
|Richard Rodgers, and $2,000 each 





Mark Warnow, due to conduct Nightingale, manager of the D’Oyly to Mrs. Emma Kahn, Mrs. Rose 


Elkan and William Herman, two 
aunts and an uncle. 


William H. Kron, Hart’s longtime 
| business Manager, received a trust 
|fund comprising 30% of Hart's 
,estate with principal to be paid 
over to Kron’s two daughters upon 
|his death. Kron and Rodgers are 





Charity Fand Claints Lorenz Hart's 
Metro Fiim Biog Coin 


Teddy Hart, brother of the late, 


named by Hart as executors and 
trustees of his estate. 

Julian T. Abeles, copyright at- 
torne y for Metro, is clarifying the 
matter. 


LOIS ANDREWS’ SINGLE 
IN NEW YORK NITERY 


Lois Andrews, former wife of 
20th-Fox producer George Jessel, 
makes her New York cafe bow as a 
single at the Ruban Bleu next Mon- 
day (12). Length of engagement 





paid | isn’t definite because of the possi- 


bility that she may go in the RKO 
film, “Brothers in the Saddle,” 
which may start shooting around 
May 1. 

_ It’s her second cafe appearance 
in a Manhattan nitery. She ap- 
peared briefly in an act at the then 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo in 1941, with 
her former husband. Prior to her 
N. Y. trip, she appeared at Slapsie 
Maxie’s, Hollywood. 

Miss Andrews has been doing 
video shows on the Coast and ex- 
pects to resume tele on the Coast 
in the fall. She’s also a columnist 
for Tele-Views, a video mag. 


‘Humanitarian’ Dinner 
For Cantor on Coast 


Hollywood, April 6. 

The Beverly Hills B'nai B'rith 
women’s group will host Eddie 
Cantor at a testimonial dinner at- 
the Biltmore Bowl April 14 as the 
“outstanding humanitarian of the 
year.” It’s expected 1,000 will at- 
tend to pay tribute to Cantor for 
his willingness to heed humapl- 
tarian appeals during his 40 years 
in show biz. George Jessel is slated 
to emcee, topping a list of scree”, 
stage and radio talent. 

Speakers and guests will inc 
Mayor Fletcher Bowron, Rabbi Ee- 
gar Magnin, Dr. Merle Fish, Al Jol- 
son, Bob Hope, Tony Martin, Dinah 
Shore, Will Rogers, Jr., Billie 
Burke, Groucho Marx, Abe Bur- 
rows, Danny Thomas, Dennis Day 
and Harry von Zell. 





1 include 





Peck De-Horsed 
Hollywood, April 6. 
Gregory Peck fell off a horse 
Saturday and broke his left leg. 
He won’t work for at least a 


month, doctors report. 
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~~ Balaban Plan to Pool Coin on Bit. 
Bought Outright Hits Indie Snag 


Pix 





First sharp difference of opinioi? 


“hetween majors and indies over 


wi 


divvy of the dollar pool resulting 
from the new British films agree- 
ment came last week. It followed 
presentation of what the indies 
have dubbed the “Balaban Plan.” 

Suggested by Paramount prexy 
Barney Balaban to the conference 
of foreign department execs who 
have been meeting almost daily on 

the new pact, plan provides that all 
U. S. income from British pictures 
bought outright by American com- 
panies be thrown into the dollar 

a 

Windies, who have been counting 
on these outright buys of films as 
an important method of disposing 
of their frozen British pounds, im- 
mediately countered that they’d go 
along with Balaban’s plan only if 
it was agreed that U. S. income 
from pix made in Britain by 
American companies also be tossed 
into the pool. Since that’s an un- 
thinkable proposition to the ma- 
jors, the issue is deadlocked. 

It hasn’t been voted on as yet, 

which is true of all the matters 
that have come up so far at the 
New York huddles. As a matter of 
fact, however, the issue isn’t seri- 
ous from the standpoint of stale- 
mating the present talks, since, 
without unanimous agreement, the 
“Balaban Plan” will undoubtedly 
just be quietly dropped. 

The Par prexy’s idea would 
amount to adding another facet to 
the Anglo-U. S. agreement as it 
now stands. As generally inter- 
preted, the pact provides that only 


(Continued on page 6) 


Entry of Top Technicians 
Being Eased in England 
By Johnston-Wilson Pact 


London, April 6. 


Eric Johnston is negotiating an 
additional clause to be written into 
the Anglo-American film agree- 
ment with Harold Wilson of the 
Board of Trade. This concerns the 
admittance of high-ranking Holly- 
wood executives, producers and di- 
rectors into this country and was 
one of the many items left over at 
the time the deal was made, to be 
worked out in greater detail. 


If the Americans are to step up 





a production in this country, Johns~- 


ton argues they should have a 
greater number of their own top 


. technicians in charge and in asking 


for this clause he is smoothing the 
way for the limited invasion Wil- 
son is likely to allow. 

British Film Producers Assn., 
representing 28 companies, operate 
a 10% quota of admission for for- 
eign executives, producers and di- 
rectors in conjunction with the 

of Labor. Seven foreign 
rs and seven producers will 


(Continued on page 18) 


PIX POINT FOR PHILLY 
CONVENTION BOOKINGS 


Philadelphia, April 6. 


Presaging a possible rush on 
the part of the majors to sew up 
top bookings in Philadelphia for 
the forthcoming political conven- 
tions, 20th-Fox has scheduled both 
‘Street With No Name” and “Walls 
of Jericho” to preem there in 
June. 

“Street,” which co-stars Mark 
Stevens and Richard Widmark, 
opens at the Fox here June 16, five 
days before the Republican con- 
Clave tees off. “Walls,” starring 
Cornel Wilde, Linda Darnell and 
Anne Baxter, opens at the same 
Ouse June 30, several days before 

e Demos start their convention. 
Two films will also play the board- 
Walk in Atlantic City shortly after 
heir preems, under 20th’s assump- 
tion that most of the politicos’ will 
0 their relaxing at A.C. 

Metro has already scheduled an 
emvance opening of “State of the 

nion” in Philly before the con- 
ventions start. Neither of the 20th 


lms deals with a liti 
as does “Union.” Pe tare 





b J e 
Reds’ Greenlight 
Prague, April ‘6. 

Despite rising tide of anti-U. S. 
propaganda, Czechoslovakian mo- 
nopoly censors have lifted release 
restrictions on RKO’s “This Land 
Is Mine.” Pro-democratic pic was 
ordered withdrawn last month 
after it played one day in two 
Prague theatres. 

Previously, pic ran into similar 
trouble in Hungary and Poland but 
was finally okayed for release after 
passing new “ideology” test in east- 
ern European countries. 


Pubs-Admen Cool 
On TOA’s Trailer 
To Plug Big Pix 


° 

Individual members of the Ad- 
vertising and Publicity Directors 
Committee of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America are privately ex- 
pressing very little enthusiasm for 
the idea of an all-industry trailer. 
They announced officially as‘ a 
group last week that they had a 
plan for such a promotional stunt 
under consideration. 

Lack of enthusiasm stems from 
the feeling of most members of 
the committee that there are so 
many problems connected with the 
making and exhibition of such a 
trailer that it will never be pro- 
duced or widely exhibited. One- 
reeler, plugging the pix of all com- 
panies without studio identifica- 
tion, was the idea of the Theatre 
Owners of America. If it’s made, 
it will be in cooperation of the 
Ad-Pub group with the TOA. 

APDC members met Monday 
(5) to give further consideration 
to the .trailer idea. They had be- 
fore them a response from Tech- 
nicolor to a query last week on 


Chaplin’s ‘Verdoux’ Gets 
Exhib Brush With Only 
1,000 Dates in 1st Year 


Charles Chaplin’s “Monsieur 
Verdoux,” which went into release 
almost a year ago, has achieved 
the phenomenally low record of 
less than 1,000 playdates in that 
time. Rentals have amounted to 
under $300,000. 

Difficulty has resulted , mainly 
from inability of United Artists, 
the distribs, to line up circuit 
bookings for the film. It has played 
no major chains at all, except for 
a few houses. 

As a matter-of fact, it was on 
this score that Chaplin urged UA 
execs recently to bring suit on a 
charge that the circuits were con- 
spiring to keep the film off the 
screen. Distrib toppers’ talked 
down the idea, pointing out the 


(Continued on page 22) 


JOLSON CALLS OFF DEAL 
FOR METRO BIOG SEQUEL 


rlollywood, April 6. 

Al Jolson called off his deal for 
a Metro sequel to the “Jolson 
Story” (Col). He couldn’t have 
signed anyway before May 28 due 
to a Columbia obligation. He won’t 
make any pic this summer due to 
certain commitments, namely sev- 
eral appearances for the United 
Jewish Appeal. 

Comedian is to appear in 
Denver at a memorial dinner to 
General Maurice Rose, killed in 
the war, at $1,000 a plate. There’s 
a possibility Jolson might ink an- 
other deal later in the year with 
Columbia, where Sidney Buchman, 
exec producer on “Story,” has a 
thorough understanding of Jolson’s 
life, etc. Buchman presumably 














would also produce the sequel. 





ELEVISION 








SPONSORS NOW 
LIKE THE 10EA 


Current stalemate between New 
York theatre circuits and television 
broadcasters over the right to use 
regularly-scheduled tele shows for 
theatre video may soon be re- 
solved. A test suit to that effect is 
being mapped. 

Clincher in the situation is the 
fact that the ad agencies, originally 
taking their cue from broadcasters 
and nixing theatre pickups of their 
shows, have had a change of at- 
titude. Agencies now visualize a 
much wider audience for spon- 
sored shows by making them avail- 
able to theatre audiences, as well 
as home viewers. Broadcasters, as 
a result, have become much more 
amenable to the idea also. 


Paramount may become the first 
major theatre operator in the east 
to utilize theatre tele. -Par video 
chief Paul Raibourn is reportedly 
ready to toss the situation into the 
open by transmitting a network 
show to the screen of the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., via the Par 
intermediate film method. System, 
which involves the filming of tele 
images off the face of a receiving 
tube, running the film through a 
rapid developing process and then 
flashing it on the screen via regu- 
lar projectors in a matter of 66 sec- 
onds, has already been demonstrat- 
ed successfully to the trade. This 
could become the guinea pig for 
classification of the issues pre- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Foy Bows Out As 
EL Prod. Topper 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Bryan Foy has asked Eagle Lion 
to relieve him of all general ex- 
ecutive duties beginning May 15. 
Prexy Arthur Krim takes over as 
executive production head, with 
Aubrey Schenck as assistant. Foy 
is remaining with the company 
and will produce four pix yearly 
for three years. He retains stock in 
company and will get a percentage 
on the pix he produces. They’ll be 
budgeted between $750.000-$800,- 
000 each. 

Walter Wanger has a deal to 
make the same number of pix 
yearly for EL. 





i 








$8,000,000 Boost in Films’ Foreign - 


Take Seen Via ERP, 


New D.C. Bill 





S’wonderful Anyway 


Margaret Ann Young, title scru- 
tinizer for the Johnston office in 
New York, did a double take when 
she received 20th-Fox’s “That Won- 


|derful Urge.” She requested a copy 
|of the script and, after giving it 


the o.o., put her okay stamp on 
the label. 

Nobody yet, however, either at 
20th or the Johnston office, seems 
to be sure of exactly what the 
“wonderful urge” is. But appar- 
ently it’s legitimate. 


B.0. Average At 
New Peak, 50.4c, 
But Cant Be Cut 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Cross-section survey of the na- 
tion’s theatres, conducted by Audi- 
ence Research, Inc, (George Gal- 
lup), shows admission prices 
boosted again during four months 
ending in March. 

Average adult evening price, in- 
cluding Federal, state and local 
taxes is 50.4c. Last November it 
was 49c.. Survey covered not only 
all sections but towns and cities of 
all sizes, including firstruns and 
nabes. 

Average price index remained 
the same in the East only, but 
boosted in the other three major 
sections. Greatest boost was in the 
western states, where average 
went from 54.4c. to 57.7c. 

Figures for November, 1947, to 

(Continued on page 22) 


HARRY COHN’S NEW COL. 
DEAL INCLUDES STOCK 


Special meeting of Columbia Pic- 
tures stockholders is slated for Fri- 
day (9) to consider a proposed em- 
ployment contract for Harry Cohn, 
company prez, for a five-year pe- 
riod beginning March 27 last. 

Meet will also consider an agree- 
ment granting Cohn an option to 
purchase 75,000 shares of common 











stock at an initial price of $16 per 
share. 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Still Solid in Many Keys—‘Naked,’ ‘Mama,’ ‘Sit- 
ting,’ ‘Showers,’ ‘Agreement’ Pace Field 


Many theatres over the country 
still are profiting by the Easter 
Week biz upbeat in current ses- 
sion, this situation being reflected 
even where many pictures are 
holdover. Week will see four cur- 
rent solid coin-getters finish the 
week with more than $200,000 each 
to their credit in key cities cov- 
ered by VARIETY. 


Setting pace is “Naked City” 
(U), with “Remember Mama” 
(RKO) hotly contesting leadership. 
“Naked,” which was a close second 
last week, really came into its own 
with many additional playdates. 
“Mama,” big in the few locations 





(20th), “Big Clock” 
“Fugitive” (RKO). 

Shaping up as best of the crop 
of newcomers are “Fort Apache” 
(RKO), “All My Sons” (U), “Song 
of Love” (M-G) and “Mr. Bland- 
ings” (SRO) on basis of showings 
this round. Another newcomer, 
“Big Clock” looks okay in St. 
Louis, solid in Buffalo and hefty 
in Frisco. 

“Double Life” moved higher via 
several additional dates predicated 
on added interest because its star, 
Ronald Colman, was Oscared. 


(Par) and 


| While “B. F.’s Daughter” (M -G) 
‘did well in second N. Y. week, it 


played previously, also is benefit- | 
(in Cincy. 


ing from a long line of added 
dates. 


Third in the select 200G class | 


is “Sitting Pretty” (20th), which 
slipped back from top position. 
“April Showers” (WB) shapes 
sturdy fourth place winner, with 
more than 17 playdates. 


“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
finished fifth, a drop from third 
slot of previous week. “Saigon” 
(Par), a winner many recent weeks, 
is down to sixth. Same is true of 
“Daring Daughters” (M-G), in sev- 
enth spot. Others in Big 10, in 
order of showing, are “UOncon- 
quered” (Par), “Miracle of Bells” 
(RKO) and “Double Life” (U). Top 
runners-up are “Call Northside” 





is making only a modest showing 


“The Flame” (Rep) is having a 
big session in Seattle. 
Becomes Electra’ (RKO), playing 
near capacity in Detroit, is on mild 
side in Minneapolis. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 13-15) 





Hollywood, April 6. 


| 


“Mourning | 


Brown Would Exit M-G? 


Clarence Brown, Metro director, | 
is reported trying to get out of his 


contract to the studio. 


He’s been in ill health lately, but | 


is dissatisfied with his Metro setup 
and hasn’t made a picture in the 
last year. 


+ Washington, April 6. 


American companies are hoping 
to increase their returns from 
overseas by a total of about $8,000,- 
000 as a result of the European 
Recovery Plan bill, okayed last 
week, and the Smith-Mundt meas- 
ure, covering informational serv- 
ices abroad. 

ERP provides that up to $15,000,- 
000 may be spent the first year to 
aid films, magazines, newspapers, 
etc., which have money frozen 
abroad by currency restrictions. 
Smith-Mundt act allots $28,000,000 
for informational services provided 
by films, radio and publishers. 

Both pieces of legislation permit 
the administrator to determine 
what share shall go to each of the 
media, so.it’s not-certain to what 
extent films will profit. No request 
for a definite amount for films was 
made in the ERP bill, but $10,000,- 
000 was suggested as the sum re- 
quired to do an acceptable job un- 
der the Smith-Mundt act. There’s 
little expectation, however, of get- 
ting that much. 

Actually, the industry, it’s under- 
stood, would feel that the Motion 

(Continued on page 23) 


ODLUM-HUGHES TALKS 
ANEW ANENT RKO BUY 


Loyd Wright, Coast attorney 
representing Howard Hughes, ar- 
rived in New York over the week- 
end to continue negotiations with 
Floyd Odlum in Hughes’ efforts to 
acquire control of RKO. Odlum, 
president of Atlas Corp., which 
holds controlling stock interest in 
the company, came east last week. 

Authoritative sources said 
terday (Tuesday) that it was “im- 
possible to appraise” the chances 
for success of the deal. However, 
it was indicated that this week 
should be critical in the negotia- 
tions and it’s likely they’ll either 
succeed or be drepped altogether 
in the next few days. 

Hughes remains on the Coast, 
where he had been taking a per- 
sonal hand in the talks with Odlum 
during the past couple months. 
Wright is uncertain how long he’ll 
be held in New York. 
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Now Its First 
Regular Release - 
Dates Prove It's 
Even Bigger 
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own...and Ul kill the man who touches her! 
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thousand donart to keep America unconquered, as in drew the map 
of a new nation across the wilderness, in lines of their own blood! 


Color by TE ECHNICOLOR_ | 
pee ta ds a 1 Barts ERLE pete WAY: MA Mine Palle 








Screenplay by Charles Bennett, Fredric M- Frank and Jesse Lasky, Jr. 
Based on the novel by Neil H. Swanson 


A PARAMOUNT PICTURE i 


Ang full-color spreads in all leading magazines that helped spread the renown of “Unconquered” to every corner of the country. 


GROSSED 20% MORE than advanced-admission 10% AHEAD of ‘‘Blue Skies’’ first two days in 
engagement in week’s stand in Tampa, Fla. Fairmont, Minn. (and “‘Blue Skies’’ played 
Christmas Week). 


GROSSED 20% MORE in first 4 days than 
‘‘Stranger’’ did in 5 at Leonardstown, Md. 


35% BETTER than ‘‘ Welcome Stranger’s’’ open- 10% OVER “*Blue. Skies’’ first 3 days in 2 
ing day in Covington, Va. houses in Medford, Ore. 


And it’s ready for YOU right now! 


PRACTICALLY DOUBLED ‘*Welcome Stranger’ 
and ‘“Blue Skies’? openings in Indiana, Pa. 
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“Agreement, ‘Naked City, ‘Northside’ 
Best Boxoffice Performers in March 








“Naked City” (U), “Gentleman’s+ 


Agreement” (20th) and “Call 
Northside” (20th) came down to 
the finish line in the Mareh box- 
office sweepstakes neck-’n’-neck, ac- 
cording to reports from VARIETY 
correspondents in more than 22 


key cities. A fresh bunch of play- 
dates for “Agreement” in final half 
of month enabled it to make the 
outstanding showing for the month, 
prompted, of course, by the Oscars. 

“Naked City,” whieh wound up 
second, was kept out of the No. 1 
slot by the fact that it had teo few 
playdates and that the bulk of 
coin it piled up three weeks out 
of four in March came from its 
sockeroo run at the N. Y. Capitol 
The Mark Hellinger melodrama 
gave enough evidence by its smash 
trade in some 13 playdates (cov-; 
ered by VARIETY) to indicate this) 
picture would be a favorite to cop 
top laurels this month. 

“Agreement” played to sock, ter- 
rific and smash trade in virtually 
every theatre booked in March. 
A'so the picture was consistently 
big week after week. It finished 
sixth in the January boxoffice race 
and seventh in February, plainly in- 
dicating its stayimg powers even 
though not given enough playdates 
until March to push up among the 
top four winners. 

“Northside,” which made a re- 
markable showing in the final two 
weeks of February to win second 
spot nationally that month, also 

rabbed plenty of laurels in March. 

he James Stewart starrer, which 
was an easy third-place winner 
last month, continued registering 
high grosses even though on many 
extended-run and moveover en- 
gagements two weeks out of four 
during March. Flock of new dates 
in final week last month further 
attested its championship calibre. 

Other Winners 

Outside of this Big Three coin- 
getting group, actual money and 
showings were widely scattered. 
“Saigon” (Par) edged up into 
fourth position. This Alan Ladd 
starrer copped first place in the 
b.o. race one week and third two 
other sessions. It beat out “I Re- 
member Mama” (RKO) because the 
latter, fifth-place winner, was just 
getting started out. While ringing 
up great totals in the few places 

layed, it did not have enough 

laydates to climb into 
rating. Length of “Mama” 
coming a real preblem 
trib, this hurting its great run 
N. Y. Musie Hall and forcing the 
film to be played solo in another 
city. 
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March’s Mighty 10 

F the pictures 
to make the best. show! 
boxoffices - wise, during 


past month, in order of all- 
round strength: 

1. “Gentleman's Agreement” - 
(20th). 

2. “Naked City” (U). 

3. “Call Northside” (20th). 

4. “Saigon” (Par). 


5. “Remember Mama” 
(RKO). 


6. “Bishop's Wife” 

7. “Double Life” (U). 
8. “Ends of Earth” (Col). 
9. “Sitting Pretty” (20th). 
10. “Knew Susie” (RKO). 


Carpenters Ask 
Hish Court To 
‘Actin Pic Suarls 


The U. 8. Supreme Court was 
asked yesterday (5) to take a hand 


(RKO). 








te take a hand in the case. 

Named as co-defendants with 
IATSE are Loew’s, aramount, 
Warners, Columbia, Samuel Gold- 
wyn, Republic, Hal Studios, 
Technicolor, 20th-Fox O, Uni- 
versal and the Assn. of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers. 








» obligation 
-As a matter of fact, of course, it 
is via this production in England 
that the majors anticipate thawing 
much of their frozen money-*That’s 
why they'd in no wise be interested 
in putting proceeds into the pool. 


Fear British Pix Fleod 

Balaban’s purpose in suggesting 
the plan was to keep U. S. com- 
panies from recklessly and indis- 
criminately buying British films 
with the blocked currency. He 
feared that as the end of the two- 
year agreement approached, Yank 
firms, in a desperate move to get 
out everything possible, would start 
flooding the American market with 
poor quality, totally unacceptable 
British films. Result would be to 
create an aversion to the pix that 
would hurt the good British-owned 
productions, as well as films made 
in England by American .com- 
panies. 


Meantime, the conferees last Fri- 
day (2) finally reached the $64 point 
in their exploratory discussions on 
the pact. That’s the division of the 
money in the pool. Previously, they 
had stuck to deciding on interpre- 
tations of the various clauses. 

While there’s a widespread feel- 
ing that reaching a formula for the 
divvy will entail much knock-down- 
and-dr@g-out battling, top execs 
are of the opinion it can all be 
done very amicably. Fully agreed 
now is that every company each 


land during ‘that period. 
Aussie Formula 

Divvies from anywhere in the 
world originally were to follow the 
Australian formula, which pro- 
vided that operating costs were to 
come out before figuring the split. 
That idea has been dropped as con- 
cerns England, although, as pointed 
out above, nothing has actually 
been voted on yet. 

It is expected that the huddles 
will go on for at least another three 
or four weeks before all the terms 


are agreed u and interpreta- 
tiens sent to for guidance 
of Fayette Aliport, Motion Pic- 


‘|pendents as well as majors, to 
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being up 
house by Distinguished’s “Pas- 
sionnelie.” 

Letter, signed by William 
Brandt for the circuit, de- 
clared that “You have a great 
picture and I’m sure everyone 
will want to see it.” Across 
the top of the letter, sent on 
the circuit’s stationery, were 
the words, “Thanks, Mr. 
Brandt.” Largest stockholder 
in Distinguished is Harry 
Brandt. 


British Pix Won't 


Freeze Indies 








_ Rank, after being besieged py 
indie producers for studio deals 
during his current U. S. visit, has 
issued a statement that he’s made 
no commitments to any company 


except Universal, rumors to the 
contrary notwithstanding. British- 
er said he wouldn't even consider 
the matter until he returns to Eng- 
land and consults with his asso- 
ciates. 


Chances of his opening the gate 
to indies or majors is now re- 
garded as practically nil in view of 
his inability to enlarge his current 
studio facilities. Rank, last week, 
unburdened by telling the press 
that he doubts his organization's 





Out of Playdates' 


Fear expressed by some ‘indie | 
producers that playing time for | 
their films will be sidetracked in | 
favor of British. product, as a re- | 
sult of the new Anglo-U. S. pact. | 
was discounted this week by a top 
indie exec. 


“The agreement, we must rec- 
ognize, is subject to all sorts of 
abuses,” he explained, “but it is 
impossible to draw up any such ar- 
rangement so tight that loopholes 
can’t be found. We were up against 
a tough situation. It was to the in- 
terest of the whole industry, inde- 





make a deal that would allow us 
to get all pessible money out of 
England in addition to the guar- 
anteed $17,000,000. 

“One of the ways is by receiving 
an amount equal to what British 
films earn in the U. S. This will 
undoubtedly put a temptation in 
front of companies with affiliated 
circuits, but there was no method 
to get around it. 

“On the other hand,” he con- | 
tinued, “much -of the fear is 

undiess on a practical basis. 

e good British films have and 
will take care-of themselves, just 


chances Of meeting its 40-pix slate 
this year because of the knotty 
studio situation. It now looks as 
though only 30 can be made dur- 
ing °48, according to Rank. 

Trade circles see the Rank an- 
nouncement as disclosing by omis- 
sion either a shelving or absolute 
nix on RKO’s request for con- 
tinued joint production in Eng- 
land. Britisher huddled with N. 
Peter Rathvon, RKO’s prexy, while 
on the Coast to take up the mat- 
ter. Chances also appear dim for 
David O. Selznick, Walter Wanger, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. and other 
indies who’ve put the bee on Rank. 

On the other hand, three of the 
largest outside studios in England 
either shut down or launched 
wholesale dismissals during the 
week. Their difficulties will prob- 
ably hand American producers a 
big opportunity to grab off com- 
mitments while the going is rough. 

National Studios, operated by 
British National Films, shuttered 
after a deal for Maurice Ostrer to 
take over fell through. It’s thought 
that negotiations collapsed because 
Warner Bros. rung the curtain on 
its distribution deal with National. 
WB is likely to sponsor its own 
productions with frozen coin be- 
cause of the tax peace. Lady Yule, 
National’s bankroller, and Lou 
Jackson, managing director, had 
been dickering with Ostrer for 
some time for the latter to take a 
temporary lease. 
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eral counsel; A. Julian Brylawski, 
chairman of legislative committee, 
and TOA prexy Ted Gamble, if the 
latter is east at the time, are slated 
as witnesses to fight the bill. 


“earings will be held before a 
upcommittee of the U. S. Semate’s 
Go nmittee on Interstate & Foreign 
‘oumerce with Sen. Reed (Kans. 
—) presiding. Exhibs are strongly 
opposed to the legislation which 
would make daylight savings a 
naiional institute because it hits 
theatre revenues badly. Argument 
is that people don’t go to films 
when it’s still light out. 

Drive-ins are said to be particu- 
larly affected by cdvancing the 
em since their entire business 

ems from evening performances. 


On All Tickets Up to 20c 


: , April 6. 
Chancellor of he Beet r Sir 
Stafford Cripps, im presenting his 
1948-49 budget the House of 
Commons today (Tues.) said that 
he was anxious to encourage live 
entertainment. Therefore the 
amusement tax will in the future 
be exempted on alj seats up to 
and including a 20c¢ admission 
bracket. 

On admissions above 20c, Cripps 
declared that the government’s 
bite will be halved fér live thea- 
tres, concerts, cireuses and sports. 
Theatres serving 1 areas with 
a population of 2%, whose ca- 
pacity is limited to 00 persons, 
will have complete tax exemption. 





reaction to good films.” 

“Hollywood will have to make 
better pictures,” Rank declared, 
“if it wants to retain its leadership 
in the number of playdates that it 
has in Britain.” Turning to the 
difficulties experienced by his 
Technicolor film, “Black Narcis- 
sus,” from the Catholic Legion of 
Decency, British filmite said the 
U. S. was the only country in which 
the pic ran into trouble. Both the 
Vatican and Cardinal Griffin of 
England approved the film in its 
original form, he said. 

While in the neighborhood of 
Philly, Rank will make an expedi- 
tion to Bethlehem, Pa., to 0.0. a 
flour mill owned by J. B. Fitch Co. 
| His wealth stems from flour mills 
in England. 
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‘Monty Banks to Distrib 5 20th-Fox 


Pix in Italy, Also Dickermg UA 





Former actor-director Monty 
Banks is going into film distribu- 
tion in his native Italy. He has 
made a deal during the past few 
weeks to handle five 20th-Fox films 
there, including “Captain from 
Castile,” and now has a proposi- 
tion pending before United Artists’ 
producers. In each case, Banks is 
guaranteeing payment for the 
product in dollars in the U. S. 

Banks’ offer was laid before the 
producers’ reps at UA last Friday 
(2) by exec v.p. and foreign chief 
Arthur W. Kelly. Also presented 
for the producers’ consideration— 
and likely of approval—was a 
scheme for opening UA’s own of- 
fices for distribution in Holland. 
This marks a reversal from the 
company’s recent trend toward 
shuttering its own branches abroad 
and making franchise agreements 
with local distribs. 

Banks’ deal with 20th entails 
outright sale of the rights on the 
films to him. As with the UA 
product, his plan is to give it to a 
native distribution outfit for han- 
dling, as he has no setup of his 
own. Actually, his role is more or 
less that of a middleman. 

UA negotiations do not call for 
outright purchase, but would give 
Banks a licensing arrangement for 
all the company’s forthcoming 
product. Deal is highly unusual 
for dollar-hungry Italy in the 
stringent guarantees Banks is 

offering to assure payment in this 
country. 

Dollar Guaranty 

He has promised to put $50,000 
in escrow as a warrarity against the 
monthly ts he would be 
committed to make. Any time the 
dollars are not forthcoming in New 
York, UA is entitled to withdraw 
the due amount from the fund and 
cut off further exports until Banks 
aa again built the escrow kitty to 


Banks would receive 45% of the 
ayer as his distribution fee. This 
higher than now being paid UA’s 
present franchiseholder, but is con- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Kelly Hits the Road 
To Dublin on UA Plan 
To Produce in Ireland 


Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
exec v.p., heads for London and 
Dublin next Wednesday (14) to con- 
tinue negotiations for United Art- 
ists production in Ireland. Plan, 
which Kelly partially worked out 
in a previous trip a few months 
ago, calls for the making of seven 
pix a year for five years. ~ 

Group of Dublin financiers, who 
have never before been in pictures, 
is supposed to provide most of the 
financing and also to erect and 
equip a studio in the Irish capital. 

eal appears particularly attrac- 
tive now to UA, since the new Brit- 

tax agreement will give it coin 
frozen in the United Kingdom to 
toss into the financing. Likewise, 
the shortage of studio space in Eng- 
land for indies would make the 
new Dublin setup very desirable. 
The local group is supposed to be 
able to provide building materials 
and equipment despite the pres- 
ent shortage and government re- 
strictions in England. 

UA board last week authorized 
Kelly's trip. Aiding him in London 
and Dublin to get the deal together 


has been Montague Marks, British 
film man. 








Kanturek Off to Prague 

Louis Kanturek, supervisor for 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
in Czechoslovakia and eastern Eu- 
rope, returned to Prague yester- 
day (Tues.) aboard the Nieuw Am- 
sterdam. He had been in the U. S. 
for the past five weeks. 

While in New York Kanturek 
huddled with MPEA veepee and 
general manager Irving Maas re- 
Barding a possible renewal of the 
recently expired film agreement 
with the Ceech Film Monopoly. 
He also coo fered With the CFM’s 
local rep, Alois Fiala. 





Russell’s Indie ‘Love’ - 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Rosalind Russell’s next starrer 
for her own indie outfit, Indepen- 
dent Artists, will be “Madly in 
Love,” comedy by Dudley Nichols, 
who will also direct. 

Picture starts in December, with 
Frederick Brisson producing. 
Meanwhile, 
commitment at Columbia. 


MPEA Quits Dutch 
Operation Sept. | 


Motion Picture Export Assn, is 
reportedly getting set to fold its 
operation in Holland as of Sept. 1. 
After that date, each of the nine 
U. S. companies that comprise the 
MPEA will distribute independent- 
ly in the Netherlands or make di- 
rect deals with loca! distributors 
there. 

Holland is the first country out 
of which the MPEA will pull. As- 
sociation was organized immediate- 
ly following the war to service 13 
countries, about half of them be- 
hand the Iron Curtain. It’s frankly 
a monopoly and in Holland was en- 
gaged in combating the native 
Bioscoop Bond monopoly. 

Official decision on withdrawing 
from the Netherlands will be made 
by the MPEA directorate about 
mid-May. As things now stand, 
however, there appears to be little 
doubt about the result, since two 
companies have reportedly stated 
they ‘have no intention of continu- 
ing with the organization in Hol- 
land when the agreement covering 
that country expires Sept. 1. 

Reason for desire of some com- 
panies to withdraw hinges on the 
fact that MPEA playing time and 
potential proceeds are being cut 
into by non-members. Thus Eagle 
Lion and a number of U. S. indie 





| producers have been making hay 


on their own. That’s also true, of 
eourse, of England’s J. Arthur 
Rank. As a result, certain of the 
U. S. distribs feel they can oper- 


(Continued on page 23) 


BELLER JOINS MPAA 
AS AIDE TO WALLER 


Larry Beller, of United Artists’ 
homeoffice flackery, will join the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
shortly as aide to Tom Waller, 
New York press chief. Waller was 
Beller’s boss when former was 
publicity topper for UA, prior to 
moving to the MPAA last fall. 

New addition to the MPAA staff 
is a step to hypo public relations 
activities of the Association. Wash- 
ington staff, headed by Kenneth 
Clark, has already been enlarged 





‘as result of a recent appropriation 
iby the MPAA board to step up the 


dual job of creating improved pub- 


‘lic relations, as well as heading off 
ibad publicity for Hollywood that’s 


unjust or results from lack of 
knowledge. — 

Beller makes the move April 19, 
following completion of the New 
York campaign for the opening of 
“Arch of Triumph” at the Globe, 
April 20. 

Resultant reshuffle at UA will 
move Caswell Adams from his 
present post as special'events di- 
rector to Beller’s job as metropoli- 
tan newspaper contact. Lew Ba- 
rasch goes from trade press rep 
into Adams spot and Phil Cowan, 
of the sales promotion department, 
gets Barasch’s former duties. 





More WB Cartoons 
Hollywood, April 6. 

Total of 34 cartoons will be 
turned out by Warners this year, 
a gain of eight over last year’s 
program. Of these, 26 will be in 
Technicolor and eight in Cinecolor. 

There will be 12 “Bugs Bunnies” 
in the lineup, compared with eight 
in 1947, 


Miss Russell has a' 


TRIKE’ VS. 50 


aie 





CHAINS SEEM TQ 
AE LEADING {1 


Quiet buying strike led by some 
of the top circuits in the country 
is now spreading as result of the 
heaviest flock of 50% rental pix 
being simultaneously grooved 


formed last year over the rash of 
advanced-admission films are re- 
aligning themselves currently with 
| the usual exhibs-vs.-distrib barrage 
expected in short order. What’s 
likely to bring it on is a shift in 
the majors’ policy which has re- 
sulted in bracketing as 50%ers all 
pix previously pentiled in as road- 
‘show possibilities. 


At the present moment, exhibs 
say, there are at least nine top 
films on which the majors are ask- 
ing 50% rental from the first dol- 
lar. Present crop consists of 
“Naked City” (U); “Unconquered” 
(Par); “State of the Union” (Metro); 
“I Remember Mama” (RKO); “Cap- 
tain From Castille” (20th); “All My 
Sons” (U); “Arch of Triumph” (UA- 
Ent); “Miracle of the Bells” (RKO): 
and “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th). 

Exhibs are charging that all 
companies have fixed their plans 
to deliberately go for 50% on every 
big film emerging from Hollywood. 
Stymied in their attempt to meet 
huge production costs by upping 
admission prices, the drive is now 
being directed towards the even 
split on all grosses. That was the 
real decision made by company 


(Continued on page 20) 


Eddie Small’s Next 2, 
Both With Montgomery, 
Set for UA Releasing 


Hollywood, April 6. 

On the heels of his dispute with 
Eagle Lion over billing last week, 
Edward Small concluded a new 
deal with United Artists. It calls 
for two films to be made and de- 
livered during 1948. Pix will both 
star George Montgomery and are 
guaranteed under terms of the 
contract to be budgeted at a mini- 
mum of $600,000. 

Films are “War Path,” which 
will go before the cameras in May, 
and “Leather Stocking Tales,” 
from the James Fenimore Cooper 
classic. Distribution terms are the 
standard ones UA is now charging, 
giving the company 2714% of the 
domestic gross and_ varying 
amounts abroad. UA has no finan- 
cial participation in the production. 

Deal marks a return for Small 
to his original distrib, following 
sallies with EL, Columbia and 
20th-Fox. He still has films to be 
released by all of those companies. 
Also completed, but with no re- 
leasing arrangement set yet, is 
“Cagliostro,” recently made for 
Small by Gregory Ratoff in Italy, 
with Orson Welles starred. 


e.|.9 ? 

Levin’s ‘The Illegals 
“The Illegals,” six-reeler docu- 
mentary produced overseas which 
dramatizes story of Jewish im- 
migration from Europe to Pales- 
| tine, is being readied for release 
_in the middle of May. Sponsors of 
_the film, Americans For Haganah, 


are currently dickering with major 
/companies for national distribution. 














Palestinian film, “My Father's | 
House,” completed work on “Ille- | 
gals” recently after being held up |} 
in Europe by various governments. 
After reaching Palestine, Levin 
and his assistants were arrested by 
the British and then deported. 


Keough’s Par Stock Gift 
Washington, April 6. 

Austin C. Keough, Paramount 

veepee and genéral counsel, has 

gifted 1,000 shares of Paramount 

common. As a result, Keough’s 
“oldin: » down to 500 shares. 

Ke only recently sold a 








Meyer Levin, producer of the | “Strange Case of Malcolm Craig,” 


Still More Anti-Trust Suits By 
Indies; $56,000,000 Worth So Far 


+ 





Feb.’s Studio Downbeat 


Hollywood, Aprjl 6. 
All studio employment continued 





| bor Statistics bulletin. 
| The employment index dropped 
ito 79. 


Arg. Govt. to Lend 
Producers 707, 


Buenos Aires, March 29. 
Government has decided to 
boost local film production by ad- 
vancing major studios up to 70% 
of their estimated production costs, 
the loans to be made through the 
Industrial Credit Bank. 


Move stems from parleys held 
between the producers, who have 
been agitating for a quota system 
or restrictions on the importation 
of foreign pix, and the Entertain- 
ment Board. Miguel Machinandi- 
arena, of San Miguel Studios, and 
Angel Luis Mentasti and Cesar 
Guerrico of Sono Film, represented 
the producers. 


In return for these loans, pro- 
ducers must undertake to turn out 
a specified number of full-length 
pix, and the coin will be extended 
only to studios which already have 
over two pix to their credit and are 
securely established and in sound 
working order. 


Simultaneous with announce- 
ment of this loan system, the gov- 
ernment stated that it would en- 
force the decree obliging exhibitors 
to show a minimum number of 
full-length Argentine pix each year. 
Additionally it is known in the in- 
dustry that steps will be taken to 
end the supposed monopoly of ex- 
hibition circuits allegedly enjoyed 
by Hollywood distribs in Argentina. 

A condition of these loans, of 
course, will be that the government 
has a say (through entertainment 
czar Martinez Paiva, who is also a 
playwright) on what sort of story 
material should be used in makin. 
pix. . 


GAMBLE’S COAST HOP 
TO HUDDLE MIKE NAIFY 


Ted Gamble, prexy of the Thea- 
tre Owners of America, planed to 
Nhis home town, Portland, Ore., Fri- 
day (2) for a two-week stopover 
before he returns again to New 
York. While in the west, Gamble 
will meet with. Mike Naify on his 
proposal to buy a half-interest in 
United California Corp. for $6,- 
750,000. 

He plans to visit Naify in San 
Francisco. Naify has reportedly 
balked on the deal because of a de- 
sire to turn the 115-theatre circuit 
over intact to his sons. Gamble 
will also inspect his own chain of 
houses located in Oregon. 


Ist of 125-2006 Indies 
Tees Off for FC Release. 


Gregory - Cook - Griffiths Films, 
new indie production outfit, has set 














a whodunit, to tee off its program 
of low-budgeters. Group, incor- 
porated last week in New York, 
will use the General Service Stu- 


* Filing of two more exhib anti- 
trust actions in the past week in- 
cluding a heavy treble-damager for 
$2,436,000-brings the total of new 
actions slapped against distribs 
since the first of the year to 





through exchanges in the history |0" the downgrade during Febru- $7,356,000. In all, there are now 
of the industry. The battle lines | @°Y, according to a California La- 46 actions waiting trial with the 


big sum of $56,000,000 depending 
on- the outcome. Of that number, 
biggest action is still the suit of 
William Goldman in Philadelphia, 
which asks $8,400,000 in triple 
balm. 

Past three months has seen two 
actions disposed of, suit of Bor- 
danaro Bros. in Buffalo which re- 
sulted in a verdict of $85,000 for 
the plaintiffs, and the Raymond J. 
|Syufy suit in San Francisco which 
| was settled for $60,000. Another 
| action, in Dallas, was tossed out 
but is currently on appeal. 


Actually, seven actions brought 
since 1948 started its run repre- 
sents a fairly slow quarter, legal- 
ites note. Most exhibs, it’s thought, 
jare biding their time until the 
i'U. S. Supreme Court renders a 
decision in the Government’s main 
suit. In the past two trials, that in 
Buffalo and Dallas, courtroom was 
jammed with exhibs who carefully 
followed all the testimony and 
copiously took notes. It’s felt to be 
the signal for what’s to come. 

Big action was brought this week 
by I. B. Adelman, owner of Del- 
man _ theatre, Houston, Tex. He 
ficd in Delaware federal - court 
naming the eight majors, Inter- 
state circuit and Texas Consoli- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Van-Schenck Film 
Next for Goldstone, 
Martin as Gus Van 


Nat Goldstone who, with Tony 
Martin, as his star and production 
associate, is currently gett .g “‘Cas- 
bah” into national release, will 
next do a filmusical based on the 
careers of Van & Schenck, yester- 
year vaudeville greats. i- 

Jerry Horwin and Doris Gilbe 
(daughter of songsmith L. Wolfe 
Gilbert) are doing a screenplay 
treatment. Production will start in 
July. Martin will personate Gus 
Van, and a comparable name will 
be cast as the late Joe Schenck. 
Van will act as technical advisor 
and will play a role in the film, 
presenting a first-time in a filmu- 
sical where the subject of a biopic 
will appear in a picture about him- 
sell but will not play himself. (In 
a. very  once-over-lightly, Al 
Jolson played himself in a long- 
shot in “Jolson Story”). | 

Goldstone, Hollywood agent 
turned indie producer,: has been 
east on “Casbah,” which Universal 
is releasing. It opens Thursday 
| (8) at the RKO Boston, with Mar- 
|tin, who flew to the Hub from 
'Miami Beach, where he just closed 
at the Beachcomber nitery, doing 
a one-day personal. Martin also 
did a charity pitch for a Catholic 
orphanage in Boston over the 
weekend, with Mack Millar han- 
dling the buildup. Similar stunt 
will tee off “Casbah” in Chicago at 
the Oriental, this time linked to a 
midnight one-nighter at $10 top on 
behalf of the Heart Fund, a la 
“Naked City” hookup when it 
preemed at the Capitol on Broad- 
way. Martin, thereafter, plays two 
weeks of personals with his film in 
the same house. 


WB Slate Reelected 


Warners’ board of directors 




















dio lot in Hollywood and release 
through Film Classics. 


Outfit, according to board chair- 
man John Gregory, is set now for 
three films and plans eventually 
'to turn out 12 a year. All will be 
budgeted at $125,000 to $200,000. 
Execs of the company, in addition 
to Gregory, include Ken Cook, 
prez; Robert E. Griffiths, veepee, 
and Dick Brown, technical musical 
director. - All have had previous 
experience with various Hollywood 





| block of 500 shares. 


| studios. 


meeting, held at the home offiee 
last week, reelected all current of- 
ficers including Harry M. Warner, 
prez; Albert Warner, Jack L. 
Warner, Herman Starr, Stanleigh 
P. Friedman, Samuel Schneider, 
Herbert Freston, Ben Kalmenson, 
Harry M. Kalmine, Mort Blumen- 
stock and Robert W. Perkins, all 
veepees. 

Albert Warner continues as 
treasurer; Perkins as secretary and 
general counsel, and Samuel Car- 
lisle as controller. 
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Paramount's a 
New Watchword Is | . 


“WATCH THAT 


In every time zone — Eastern, Central, Mountain, 
Pacific—it will strike soon with spectacular box-office 
precision. Already its breath-taking suspense has 
brought breath-taking results in its first 2.dates: 


FIRST FOUR DAYS DREW BEST NON- HOLIDAY 
BUSINESS IN PAST YEAR AT THE MICHIGAN, DETROIT! 











|| FIRST THREE DAYS" 250% OF STRONG “DEAR 
| RUTH” GROSS" AT SAN FRANCISCO'S ST. FRANCIS 


"Including holiday, Sat. & Sun. ‘Including Sat. 
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Maureen O’Sullivan - George Macready 


Rita Johnson - Elsa Lanchester - Harold Vermilyea 
Produeed by Richard Maibaum - pireetedty JOHN FARROW 


Screen Play by Jonathan Latimer + Based on the Noyel by Kenneth Fearing 
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Hugn Pentecost 
famous-mystery 
writer, Says’ An 

almost unbDearably 
exciting Suspense 


4 . 


movie 


Seventeen 

Magazine says: 
Give 3 
3 cheer 
‘The Big 


Showmen's Trade 
Review Says 


‘Milland’s best. since 


‘The Lost Weekend” 


- 


~Wariety says: “Or 


of the sure succe: 


of the year 


€ 


Radio's “The Fat 
Man” says: 
“One of greatest. 
suspense movies 
ever produced.” 


Radio's “Rass 
Dolan, Detective 
SayS. “Great —1 
recommend it: 
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Homacrming 
_ Hollywood, April 3. 


Metro release of Sidney Franklin produc- 
ion (in association with Gottfried Rein- 
ardt). Stars Clark Gable, Lana Turner, 
Anne Baxter, John Hodiak; features Ray 
ollins, Gladys Cooper, Cameron Mitchell. 
irected by Mervyn LeRoy. Screenplay, 
aul Osborn; adaptation, Jan Lustig; orig- 
inal story, Sidney Kingsley; camera, Har- 
old Rosson; music, Bronislau Kaper; editor, 
John Dunning. Tradeshown March 31, °48. 
Running time, 113 MINS. 





Ulysses Delby Johnson...../ s, Clark Gable 
Lt. Jane “Snapshot” MeCall,.Lana Turner 
Penny Johnson,...-.ceeerseeee Anne Baxter 
Dr. Robert Sunday...+.++«+.- John Hodiak 
Lt. Col. Avery Silver....e.++.-- Ray Collins 
Mrs. KirbDy.....-evereeeeesss Gladys Cooper 
gt. MonkevickZ.+.++---+-> Cameron Mitchell 
wt. MeKeen...ccee-s:- Marshall Thompson 
Miss StokKer...censeseeseceers Lurene Tuttle 
Marah. ..ccccsbadscsoessseues Jessie Grayson 
|) ene es Soe J. Louis Johnson 
Nurse Aldine Bradford........ Eloise Hardt 

“Homecoming” is the picture 


Clark Gable fans have been wait- 
ing for. A showmanly drama out 
of the top production drawer, film 
has its sights on solid grosses in 
all situations. Teaming of Holly- 
wood’s biggest s. a. names, Gable 
and Lana Turner, in a story that 
will appeal strongly to the femmes, 
gives “Homecoming” all the ear- 
marks of being a natural. 
Performances are of top quality 
- down the line, with Gable and 


iss Turner pacing the playing.| 


Story line makes a direct play for 
the tear ducts and has heart. These 
two factors overcome some patness 
in resolving plot’s problems and di- 
rection shapes material for strong 
in’ -rest despite lengthy footage. 

Cable portrays a successful sur- 
geon, habpily married, who joins 
the Army. Three years of patch- 
inz up the wounded in close asso- 
ciation with his nurse, Miss 
Turner, gradually changes the 
man’s character from smug suc- 
cessfulness to an awareness of his 
obligations to others. There is a 
restrained romance with the nurse 
smoldering through most of the 
footage but it is tastefully and be- 
lievably projected, and gives film 
one of its strongest exploitation 
factors. 


Paul Osborn | 
Story, scripted by ‘turn to her family. Miss Davis 


rom an original by Sidney Kings- 
_ is told in flashback and draws 
its title from the surgeon's return 
home after his great war love. The 
dialog and the characters are made 
real by the forceful playing. There 
is strong sympathy for the love be- 
tween Gable and Miss Turner, 
even though the doctor’s wife, 
Anne Baxter, awaits at home. Prob- 
lem is resolved when the nurse 
dies of war wounds and Gable re- 
turns to tackle life again with his 
new philosophy. 

A considerable portion of the 
footage is devoted to detailing he- 
roic work done by doctors and 
nurses under fire at the front, but 
film does not class as a war pic- 
ture. Combat medical scenes add 
p ?ch. , 


histrionic stock. Miss Baxter does a 
beautiful smooth job as tie under- 
standing wife ané John Hodiak as 
a family friend scores in shorier 
footage. Ray Collins, Army doctor; 
Gladys Cooper, Miss Baxtef’s 
mother; Cameron Mitchell and 
oi>ers are very capable. 

Sidney Franklin’s production 


s: >ervision, in association with | } 


Go.tfried Reinhardt and Mervyn 
LeRoy’s expert direction, have 
iven the film realistic values. 
opnotch technical credits go to 
Harold Rosson’s phy, the 
musical score by u Kaper, 
art direction, special effects. 





Winter Meeting 
' Hollywood, April 3. 
Warner Bros. se of Henry Blanke 


roduction, Stars te Davis;. features 
5. nis Paige, James Davis, John Hoyt. Di- 
xe ied by Bretaigne Windust. Screenplay, 
Catherine Turney; from novel by 1 
Vance; camera, Ernest Haller; music, Max 
‘ iner; editer, Owen Marks. T 


> ing time, 104 MINS. 
March $1, '48, Running time, 
ese GHOVE, » iieek (esl ieccce: Bette Davis 
ergy Markham....-+...+.-- « Janis Paige 
Blick Nowak. .ceccscccscesccess James Davis 
Stacy Grant..cccseseoesesssss:: John Hoyt 
Mrs. - Castle. coccscscsccvcs Florence Bates 
Mr. Cattle. veccsccossses:s Walter Baldwin 
Mr. Moran........0++++-- Ransom Sherman 


“Winter Meeting” fails to meas- 
ure up as one of Bette Davis’ bet- 
ter ventures into heavy drama. 
Her name on the marquee will aid 
some but it’s a tediously talky 
drama, slowly paced, and rarely 
stirs sympathy for the principal 
cl racters. 

1ere’s a modest amount of 
ay al to femme audiences to help 
carvy story along, but on the 
whole, plot and character motiva- 
tion do not hold together strongly. 
Dialog is on the trite side. Henry 
Blanke’s production supervision 
misses on pulling the story to 
gether entertainment-wise and 


(MG). Socko | 
drama with great femme ap- 
peal. Clark Gable at his best. 

“Winter Meeting” (WB). 
Heavy, talky drama. Bette 
Davis name will help but gross 
outlook slow. 

“Berlin Express” (RKO).. 
Fast nielodrama backed by 
solid cast and authentic Euro- 
pean backgrounds; good b.o. 

“The Noose Hangs High” 
(EL). Abbott and Costello up 
to their usual fun antics. 
Sturdy for A&C followers. —~ 

“Fury at Furnace Creek” 
(20th), Robust western with 
strong appeal for the action 
and outdoor minded. 


“Old Leos Angeles” (Rep). 
Fair western with average 
grosses in sight. 

“Silent Conflict” (UA). 
Standard Hopalong Cassidy 


horse opera for regular action 
spots. 

“Arthur Takes Over” (20th). 
Domestic comedy for lower 
rung of dualers. 


“Clese-Up” (EL). Slack- 
oy actioner heading for 
pid returns. 


“Buckaroo from Powder 
River” (Col). Okay oatuner in 
the Durango Kid series. 


“Angelina” (Italian). Inter- 
esting Anna Magnani starrer 
with surefire returns due in 
art situations. 
ee 


Bretaigne Windust’s direction isn’t 
able to do much with material. 

Miss Davis appears as a spin- 
sterish girl of Wealth with a tragic 
homelife background. She meets 
a returning war hero who also has 
a fixation. They fall in love and, 
with- much dialog, talk out their 
respective mental troubles. Finale 
has them parting, the hero to be- 
come a priest and the girl to re- 


plays the role skillfully and that 
it doesn’t come alive is the fault 
of the essentially thin character. 
James Davis, the war hero, tries 
hard but fails to register strongly. 


Janis Paige gets some life into 
her role as an amorous secretary 
to John Hoyt. Latter’s elegant 
rich man character has the false- 
ness of most of the roles. Florence 
Bates, Walter Baldwin and Ran- 
nae Sherman complete the small 


Technically, film is up to the 
usual high Warners standards. 
Ernest’ Haller’s lensing, the art 
direction and score and 


to the production. Brog. 





Berlin Express 


RKO release of (Bert Granet) Dore Schary 
production. Stars Merle Oberon, Robert 
Ryan, Charles Korvin, Paul Lukas. Di- 
rected by Jaeques Tourneur. Screenplay, 
Harold Medford from ‘story by Curt Siod- 
mak; camera, Lucien Ballard; editor, Sher- 
man Todd; music, C. Bakaleinikoff. Trade- 
ap ME Y., April 1, '48. Running time, 


Lucienne.......++:esseeeee+.-Merle Oberon 
Robert Lindley........ Spaves ss rt Ryan 
Reco SR Charles Korvin 
Dr. Bernhardt...... eebtacitesis Paul Lukas 
SOURS. . hes cndedanertica tenn Ro Coote 
WEARING. . is ead ees +.--.Reinhold Schunzel 
Cs Mim xlmh ss cy sense ves doa tes Roman Toporow 
Hans Schmidt........... Peter von Zernec! 
OGNEOT . . - Kiscineetisabueskelscs Otto Waldis 
WORMED. . sg s Vid dewtcctask, Fritz Kortner 
at, Barnet .si0scviedscces Michael Harvey 


BOOST... - canvetbebce dine sac Richard Powers 


With Berlin currently the focal 
point of international tension, this 
pic might ride the n r head- 
lines into the boff b.o. class. “Ber- 
lin Express” is part of that incipi- 
ent cycle of Hollywood pix which 
have been lensed for most part in 
European locales and deal with 
postwar problems. Although this 
yarn has many loose edges, it pro- 
pels forward with an unflagging 
pace under Jacques Tourneur’s 
adroit direction. Besides, its mar- 
quee values are solid. 

Most striking feature of this pro- 
duction is its extraordinary back- 
ground of war-ravaged Germany. 
With a documentary eye, this film 
etches a powerfully grim picture of 
life amidst the shambles. No news- 
reel or factual film has equalled 
this pic in describing the scope and 
depth of the shellacking which the 
Reich received. It makes awesome 
and exciting cinema. 


Althoush the plot is fanciful 
melodrama, everything else in this 
film is keyed to straight realism. 
Tourneur has muted the thesping 
down to a matter-of-fact, casual, 
life-like tone that merges skillfully 
into the setting. German = and 
French lingo is used extensively 





wherever it’s naturally called for. 
Instead of disturbing the ordinary 


settings, 
other contributions lending gloss | ycBriae 
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spite an over-elaborate scheme of 
guarding him. Symbolizing the Big 
Four powers, other passengers on 
the train include an American 
(Robert Ryan), a Frenchwoman 
(Merle Oberon), an Englishman 
(Robert Coote), and a Russian (Ro- 
man Toporow) plus a dubious 
character of unknown nationality 
(Charles Korvin). 


As these five set out to find Lu- 
kas, the camera combs the under- 
world life of Frankfurt, acutely 
picking up details of starvation, 
blacketeering and general ruin. 
Finally, after a slambang climax, 
Lukas is rescued from the Nazi mob 
and Korvin is exposed as their 
ringleader. There’s only a_ slight 
hint of romance between Ryan 
and Miss Oberon and it’s wisely not 
followed through. The pic hews 
closely to its theme of international 
cooperation. 

Ryan establishes himself as a 
firstrate actor in this film, dem- 
onstrating conclusively that his 
brilliant performance in ‘“Cross- 
fire” was no one-shot affair. He has 
ease, polish and the quality of sin- 
cerity. Miss Oberon holds her end 
up competently, sporting a faint 
French accent and doing without 
glamorization. 


Lukas turns in an effective por- 
trayal as an idealist. Korvin like- 
wise registers well as the suave 
conspirator. In a lesser part, Ro- 
man Toporow, playing a Russian 
lieutenant, strikes a solid charac- 
terization of a distrustful and stern, 
but yet friendly visitor from be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. Herm. 


The Neese 


Eagle Lion release of Charles Barton pro- 
duction, directed by Barton. Stars Bud Ab- 
bott, Lou Costello; features Joseph Calleia, 
Leon Errol, Cathy Downs, Mike Mazurki, 
Fritz Feld. Screenplay, John Grant, How- 
ard Harris; adapted from screenplay by 
Charles Grayson a Arthur T. orman; 
original story, iel Taradash, Julian 
Blaustein, Bernard Fins; camera, Charles 
Van Enger; editor, Harry Reynolds. Pre- 


viewed April 1, ‘48. Running time, 77 MINS, 
Pr ee SEE: Lou Costello 
Ted Miggina.:..ccocsvececevecaces Bud Abbott 
ea ee s:¢shesne scenes fon tae Le 
@ Craig... cccovedcsscdeciac oseph 
GOR. . dec ccssse 06063 C006 cdas Bie ~ 
Chuck coweescessese settee eee. Mike Mazurki 
OE. «ive ccusindacead aseceess Jack n 
Psychiatrist. Peete ete remwweeeeter Fritz 1a 
“The Noose Hangs " gives 
Abbott & Costello full opportunity 
to display their 


great style. It’s a funfest start 
toe finish, chockful of strong laughs 
for the A&C fans. . 

- Routines, despite their age, have 
a freshness that wallops the risibil- 
ities in the artful hands of the 
comics. All of the gags are good 
with several that reach the acme 
of hilarious nonsense: Such a one 


Another is the 
oldie, “you can’t be here,” played 
to top results. 

A lot of writers had their hands 


with window-washing setup that 
has the boys fumbling on a high 
window ledge. From there it moves 
into a mistaken-identity theme, 
involving comics with gambling 
syndicate and a missing $50,000 
bet. Charles Barton gives it all 
ace directorial guidance to wring 
every situation of its humor, and 
it’s his handling that counts meas- 
ureably in making “Noose” sturdy, 
stuff for the comedy market. 

Backing the talents of A&C is 
a sharp supporting cfst. Leon Er- 
rol, as a rich eccentric who never 
loses a bet, fits naturally into the 
antics and earns a strong credit. 
Joseph Calleia is good as a gam- 
bler. Cathy Downs perks her role 
as the girl who gets the $50,000 by 
mistake and becomes involved in 
the plotting. Mike Mazurki and 
Jack Overman are Calleia’s hench- 
men. 

Barton’s production supervision 
places proper value on physical 
backing. Photography by Charles 
Van Enger is good, as are other 
technical contributions. Editing has 
held film to a tight 77 minutes. 





Brog. 





picturized version of A. J. 
nin’s best seller.” 

Variety critic’s estimate 

dramatizes the peculiar vicis- 


situdes of stardom. Para- 
mount, after holding the film 
on its shelf for six years, sud- 
denly decided to release it be- 
cause of the present enhanced 
boxoffice pull of James Mason 
and Deborah Kerr, who play 
supporting roles. (Newton, it’s 
reported, threatened legal re- 
course if his name failed to 
receive top billing with Mason 
and Miss Kerr.) Jolo, back 
in "41, thought that “there is 
little in the story that is not 
already staie for present day 
audiences, and the plot travels 
along stereotyped lines to an 
obvious conclusion.” Regard- 
less, he said “it would be safe 
to predict top success both 
here and in the States” be- 


cause it was “so artistically * 


produced, photographed and 
acted.” 

Miss Kerr as leading lady 
is judged “charming and sin- 
cere” while Mason’s -perfor- 
mance in “the preg: lead of 
Doctor Renwick” is “restrain- 
edly played.” 


Par’s version for delayed re- 
lease is that Mason and Miss 
Kerr’s names now mean more. 





Fury at Furnace Creek 
Hollywood, April 1. 


20th-Fox release of Fred Kohimar produc- 
tion. Stars Victor Mature, Coleen Gray; 
features Glenn Langan, Reginald Gardiner, 
Albert Dekker. Dirdetea by Bruce Humber- 
stone. Screenplay, Charles G. Booth; added 
dialog, Winston Miller; suggested by story 
by vid Garth; camera, arry Jackson; 
music, David Raksin; editor, Simp- 


son, anor April ‘48. Running 
time, MINS. 
POR) 3 Se Vietor Mature 
Molly Banter... v...cccccesesie Coleen Gray 
Ms» 6.5 hoe op Gadeled ue bee ee.0% 4 Gienn Langan 
Captain Walsh.......... Reginaid Gardiner 
LMVOTOUR. 6. vcs caccccvccveecs Albert Dekker 
BIG. o.cis ot eee cota piccoentiocercess Fred Clerk 
Peaceful Jones.........+6+- ‘harles Kemper 
General Blackwell......... dbert Warwick 
IOERO. 6 oc oes cowecccccccsse George Cleveland 
AE BOM, bcc ccccceeses as ewe Roy Roberts 
General Leedw.........+« pare Fg meen 
BODIED 2 noc cccvcccvecicvtecgies r rne 
SIT Sc ui'o'a a doaced ds tangeawen Frank Orth 
MUS Ts Cade ccvcravecse J. Farrell MacDonald 
ATUOZO.. ccc cescccccecesesss Charles Stevens 
LAttle Dog.......-st.cccce ~.Jay, Silverheels 
Leverett enchman.,...+-. «+.--Robert Adler 
cKcsUeetes aoe eeanet Harry Seymour 
ClO. oc ccc cece eee tereereneses rry rter 
{ eurts ugo 
On oh ap peepagaie bate: ‘oward Negley 
MROE. ocr etccecce «+---Harlan Briggs 
Jury Foreman. .....+sscceesesesees i Jenks 
Gort Cheri... ics cccdsqoecs Guy lkerson 
Stranger... ....-ceeseeeees iliiams 
Judge Advocate.......+.-+++-- James Flavin 


doings. Coleen Gray is a pert and 
pretty heroine with not too much 


to do. 

on white man’s 
skulduggery that leads to an In- 
dian massacre at old Fort Furnace 
Creek, where a cavalry troop is 
wiped out. The general who gave 
the order for re-routing reinforce- 
ments is courtmartialed and his 
estranged son, Mature, sets out to 
clear his father’s record. Sage- 
brush detective work is interest- 
‘ingly handled by aetor and de- 


nouncement fastens the blame on ; 


western silver tycoon Albert Dek- 
ker, who had connived the 
dastardly deed so he could gain 
possessi@n of a rich mine. 
Reginald Gardiner is good as a 
weak army officer used by Dekker 
for the skulduggery. Dekker is 
a menacing villain, as are his 
henchmen, Fred Clark, Roy Rob- 
erts and Charles Stevens. Glenn 
Langan is just adequate as 
Mature’s stuffy brother. Sturdy 
comedy relief is supplied by 
Charies Kemper, making a light, 





bright spot in the heaving doings. 





Benalé sod other J. Farrell Map. 
7 ‘demands. measure up to 


western story “A” values in ae 
duction dress. The .outstandi 
is by Harry Jackson, with 
8 Photographic effects by 
Fred Sersen. Music score by 
David Raksin is excellent. Brog. 


- (SONGS) 

epublic release of Joe Kane pr 
directed by Kane. Stars William inca 
John Carroll, Catherine' Meleod, Joseph 
Schildkraut; features Andy Devine Este. 
lita Rodriguez. Screenplay, Gerald ‘Adame 
Clements Ripley, based upon iaiter’s orig- 
inal story; camera, William Bradford: eds 





itor, Richard L. Van Wnger; musical di. 
rector, Morton Scott; songs, Aaron Gon- 
anies, Nathan Scott, Quirino F. Mendoga 

Cortes, Jack Biliott. Previewed in N Y. 
April 5, '48, Running time, 87 MINS. “ 
WA Mbeck tO... asad te deces William Elliott 
Johtiny Morrell... iscscccsciccccd John Carrol] 
Marie Muarlowe.......... Catherine McLeod 
Ratio Bavaria. od 6666 dbadi Joseph Schildkraut 
Bam Bowie......+e..5+...,. Andy Devine 
Esteliia Del Rey........Estelita Rodriguez 
Senora Del Rey........;- Virginia Brissae 
Marshal Luckner.......se... Grant Withers 
ne mpOl- MN écecesconsedet Tito Renaldo 
Clyborne. sesteeeeeeseeesss Roy Barcroft 
Larry Stockéon.......+.+..Henry Brandon 
Diego... +eee-Jullan Rivero 


Horatius P. ‘Gusnoway. sabe Earle Hodgins 
Miguel... Augie Gomes 





One of Republic’s typical west- 
erns, “Old Los Angeles” is an over- 
long oatuner with a story that 
could have been told in a breezy 
60 minutes instead of dragging out 
to almost an hour and a half. Film 
shapes up as only fair. entertain- 
ment with average grosses in sight 
from the action spots. 


Overworked are the musical se- 
quences. Two or three vocals are 
okay in any hoss opera, but the 
songs are reprised entirely too 
often in this entry. As a result 
the plot postpones the more or less 
obvious finale. Some neat scissor- 
ing could speed up the yarn. 

Cast is composed of standard 
Republic players most of whom are 
duplicating the same roles they’ve 
held down in other outdoor - 
lopers for the same studio. il- 
liam Elliott again portrays a Sir 
Galahad-like warrior, handy with 
his dukes and six-guns, who makes 
a fearsome nemesis for renegades 
to face. Heavy is- John Carroll, 
trodding familiar ground, having 
thesped similar stints previously. 

On the romantic side, Catherine 
McLeod and Estelita Rodriguez 
supply the heart interest. Former 
poses as a singer in Joseph Schild- 
kraut’s cafe, but it later develops 
she’s actually a government under- 
cover gal. Both handle their lines 
satisfacterily as well as vocalin« a 
quintet of tunes. “Ever Faithful” 
is perhaps the best of these. Schild- 
kraut is an okay menace while El- 
liott’s pardner, Andy Devine, has 
little to do. Grant Withers is fair 
as the crooked marshal. Support- 
ing players are adequate. 

Writers Gerald Adams _ and 
Clements Ripley did a fair job in 
scripting the screenplay from the 
latter’s original. With omission of 
much of the musical 
scenes, their story would have been 
much more to the point. _ Producer 
Joe Kane helps the film with some 
better than average production 
values and his direction tends to 
give the pic a fresh twist in some 
instances. William Bradford lensed 
in good fashion. 


Silent Conflict 


United Artists release of Lewis J. Rach- 
mil (William Boyd) production. Stars Wil 
liam Boyd; features Andy Clyde, Rand 
Brooks. Directed by George Archainbaud, 
Original screenplay, Charles Be'den; based 
on characters created by Clarence E. Mul- 
ler; editor, Fred 





ford; camera, ‘Mack 


W. Berger. Tradeshown N. Y. April 2, ‘48. 
Running time, 61 MINS, ; 

Hopalong Cassidy,.........+. William Boyd 
California Carlgon...........+5- Andy Clyde 
Lucky Jeniin®...coccccess'ces Rand Brooks 
Rene Richard@.....cess+. Virginia Belmont 
Doe Richards........ ian na tek Earle Hodgins 
Speed Blan@y.......ceeses- James Harrison 
Mandall:... (rctesdterwdoaeve Forbes Murray 
CHOGE... ccc kebab aaeeecacve bus John Butler 
VerQman...isiiivcscdees Herbert Rawlinson 
Firet Rancher..,....... Richard Alexander 
Second Rancher......++...+- Don Haggerty 





Latest in the string of Hopalong 
Cassidy films, “Silent Conflict,” is 
a formula westerner strictly for 
the juve and action trade. The 
title isn’t too apt since this pic 
is somewhat short on conflict and a 


little long on talk. There’s not 2 — 


single fisticuff encounter and only 
two shots are fired, probably an all- 
time low for a modern horse opera. 
However, there’s enough hard git 
ing over the purple sage to keep 
the kids bouncing in their seats. 
Plot is also on the unusual side 
with a hypnotist playing the key 
heavy role. One of Hopalongs 
cowhands falls under his sway am 
delivers to him a bag of coin that 
belong’s to a cattlemen’s combine. 
After a couple of false turns Im 
tracking down the culprits, Hopa- 
long finally catches up with the 
Svengali and turns him politely 
over to the law. Barely a brush 


(Continued on page 20) 

















: 


| US. 16M DISTRIB HERE 


Sales and Ad Toppers of U and EL To. 


Dl i ee A ti i) ee el 


Sau BPaSePaces eo “mt hee mete 


u 
s 
r 
e 
c 
a 
a . 
y 
- 
h. 
l- 
P 





. ning of 














Wednesday, April 7, 1948 








VAgaeTT 








London to Preview Rank Product 





After 18 months of operations, + 


Fagie Lion has worked its way up 
to parity with Universal on the 
grooving J. Arthur Rank’'s British 
pix to the two companies. An- 
nouncement last week of the divi- 
sion of Rank’s product for the 
coming year, gives EL an even 
break on up coming Anglo films. 
Decision by the British magnate 
answered a complaint which EL 


had pressed that it was getting the 


inferior product while U was cop- 
ping the best moneymakers. 

With the decision now out of the | 
way, it’s understood that both com- 
panies will dispatch top ad-pub 
and sales execs to England during 
the present month to scan the films 
slotted for their companies. It’s 
expected that William J. Heine- 
man, EL’s distribution veepee, and 
Max Youngstein, ad-pub veepee, 
will make the crossing for their 
company. Maurice Bergman, U's 
eastern ad-pub topper, and Wil- 
liam A. Seully, sales veepee, or one 
of his chief aides wi!l also head for | 
England. 

Crossings to Britain are part of 





Gladys Glad Gets $4,000 


Monthly Allowance 
' Los Angeles, April 6. 
Mark Hellinger’s widow, Gladys 
Glad, was granted an allowance of 
$4,000 a month from the estate by 
Judge Harold B. Jeffrey in L. A. 
| superior court. 
Allowance is for the maintenance 
of her Hollywood home and two 
adopted children. 


12 exe Drive-Ins 
For Pitt Area 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 

New Drive-In season locally will 
see at least 12 additional outdoor 
theatres in operation in addition 
to the 17 in business in the Pitts- 
burgh exchange area at close of 
1947. Will boost car capacity to | 
5,150 in territory. It was 7,300 a 





a new buildup strategy for British | year ago. 


pix and is one of the reasons for 


Newcomers this year include 


| 
the early tagging of films for the | Bjati’s at Altoona, 500 cars; Fam- 
two companies. Rank’s two Amer- | jiy, New Kensington, 400; Hickory, 


ican distribs had griped to him | Sharon, 


that the system of dividing films 
only after they had reached these 
shores prevented longrange plan- 
campaigns and early 
publicity. Henceforth, both U and 
EL will start the fanfare before the 
pix are wrapped up at the British 
studios. 

Divisien of the films was care- 
ful, even-handed treatment right 
down the line. U takes “Hamlet” 
and, in turn, relinquished its re- 
quest for “Oliver Twist” which 
goes to EL. Tit-for-tat applies in 

(Continued on page 22) 


N. Africa Looms Larger 
In French Prod. Setup; 


U.S. Equipment Helps 


Paris, March 30. 
Due to modern American equip- 
ment, Moroccan studios will be in 
a position to accommodate produc- 
tions there which French and other 
roducers want to film in Africa. 
e Souissi studios, in Casablanca, 
have just received a Fonda devel- 
oping machine. Maghreb films, 
also in Casablanca, have also re- 
‘ceived a 1948 model, type 635, 
Western Electric sound recording 
equipment which their license per- 
mits them to use both in North 
Africa and in France. 


Marcel Teissere, once with 
United Artists, is now head of the 
cinema department of the French 
Residence in Rabat. The Resi- 
dence, representation at 
= cane government, supplied 

ollars 
ae aocemunty for both pur 

North Africa is. looming more 
and more importantly in the 
French picture setup. The Ten- 
oudji Bros., North African theatre 
circuit owners, bought control 
Some time ago of Osso Films, in 
Paris, founded by Adolph Osso, 
onee Paramount French chieftain. 
a until lately head of the firm, 
aS now exited. 





Moskowitz’s PAL Post 

Charles C. Moskowitz, veepee 
and treasurer of Metro, has ac- 
cepted chairmanship of the motion 





Picture division of the New York! 


olice Athletic League drive for 
$993,000 to carry on its work with 
underprivileged children, Mosko- 
‘tee at a PAL luncheon tendered 
Commissioner Arthur W. Wallander 
ast Thursday (1) by the Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners Assn. an- 
nounced that Metro would furnish 
fratis a one-reeler for the cam- 


i company. FC recently formed two | 
ee and donate $2,500. ' subsidiaries, Film Classics Interna- 
wor tet top donations pledged tional and Film Classics of the 

fre RKO, - $1,500; Skouras the-| 


atres, $1,500; Brandt circuit, $1,000: 


Cerftury circuit, $1,000 ‘ 
Fox, $1,000. Lae trae 


400; Mundy’s Corner 
| Drive-In, 500; Rainbow Garden, 
McKeesport, 350; Sunset, Union- 
town, 400; Basle-Laskey’s, Wash- 
| ington, 400; Spotlight, New Brigh- 
| ton, 500; Fairview, St. Mary’s, 400; 


Blue Sky, Ellwood City, 400, and 
‘WB Skyline, Clarksburg, W. Va., 
400. 





New Look Theatre 
Warren, O. 

That “New Look” became a the- 
atrical reality in America last week 
at Warren, O., where AGS The- 
atres, Inc., formally opened Easter 
Sunday the Look theatre, an 800- 
seater situated opposite the Post 
Office. It was formerly known as 
the Post. 

Associated in AGS theatres are: 
Lester Smith, manager of the Look, 
and L. Roy Smith and Jobn A. 
Goodno of Palace Amus. Co. of 
Huntington, W. Va. 


Indie Drive-In Assn. Expands 
Austin. 
Independent Drive-In Theatre 
Owners Assn., although chartered 
in Texas, aims to embrace outdoor 
theatre operations over the coun- 
try, according to its prexy Eddie 
(Continued on page 18) 


U’S TOP ECHELON BACK 
TO THE HOME-OFFICE 


Universal’s homeoffices, almost 
devoid of top officers for the past 
few weeks, are filling rapidly dur- 
ing the current stanza as company 
execs converge on New York. J. 
Cheever Cowdin, U’s board chair- 
man, has already returned to his 
desk from the Coast while Nate J. 
Blumberg, company prexy, is en- 
route east over the coming week- 
end. 

William A. Scully, distribution 
veepee, treks north this week from 
a Florida vacation. His second-in- 
command, A. J. O’Keefe, has just 
returned from a vacation in Las 
Vegas. John Joseph, U’s ad-pub 
chief, will also head for New York 
this week. 

Joseph will take over for Mau- 
rice Bérgman, eastern ad-pub head, 
who’s currently in a N. Y. hospital. 
Bergman suffered a sudden attack 
last Thursday (1). He’s reported 
| rapidly improving and will prob- 
‘ably convalesce in Bermuda. 
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| Dave Horne Joins FC 

| Gearing for overseas operations, 
Film Classics sales chief B. G. 
| Kranze has appointed David Horne 
as foreign sales manager of the 


ket. 


Horne was formerly assistant 


foreign sales head for Monogram. 


{ 
| Sener 51, Patterson Heights, 500; | 


Americas, to cover the world mar- | 


NS NAY FOLLOW 
NTH, RAO IN BI 


Theatrical distribution of 16m 
production in the U. S. by the 
major film companies is apparently 
here to stay. With 20th-Fox and 
RKO already set to operate in this 
country in one form or another, 
Metro, which ‘first broke ground 
in the foreign setup, is reported 
ready to embark on a domestic 
16m program. 

Two years of operation overseas 
have given the majors proof that 
they can sell their regular product 
on 16m stock both profitably and 
without bringing down the wrath 
of their established 35m customers. 
As a result, the majors are now 
convinced they can transpose the 
same operation to this country. The 
question of opposition from U. S. 
exhibitors has still to be overcome, 
but the domestic distribution chiefs 
feel certain they cam prove to ex- 
hibs that it’s to the latters’ ad- 
vantage for the majors to step in 
varvl take. over the narrow-gauge 
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Terriffic Prod. Costs Balk Further 
Major Newsreels Invasion of Tele 





Lucille Ball Gets 1006 
For Lead With Hope 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Lucille Ball draws the femme 
lead gy ee Bob Hope in “Sor- 
rowful Jones” at Paramount. Con- 
tract calis for 10 weeks’ work at 
$10,000 a week, plus an option on 
the actress’ services for two more 
films. 

Robert Welch will produce 
“Jones.” 


Yates Reviews 
Rep s Economies 
Economies in excess of $3,000,000 
have been accomplished in Repub- 


lic Pictures’ overall operations, | 
company prexy Herbert J. Yates | 








Metro’s decision to enter domes- | 
tic 16m biz is reportedly based on | 


tor in Britain. 


that narrow-gauge films 


declared yesterday (Tues.) at the 
firm’s annual stockholders’ meet- 


the enthusiastic report on the way ling held in New York. He added | ee 
the program has operated in Eng- | that his studio was aiming its sights | ‘TS and other technicians go sky- 
land, which was turned in by Sam |at a 25% reduction in production 
Eckman, Jr.. M-G managing direc-!costs as well. 

Eckman’s proof | 


Yates, who presided at the con- 


haven't |clave, pointed out to shareholders 
cut in on the grosses of 35m exhibs|that any 


prediction of current 


While reports are recurrent of 
other newsreel companies follow- 
ing the lead of Fox Movietonews 
into a television venture, terrific 
mut involved in a video invasion 
and the resultant high tariff which 
a sponsor must burden are block- 
ing major’s efforts so far. Pared to 
the core, a newsreel outfit can’t 
begin to operate even on a limited 
scale for less than $8,000 weekly, 
it’s understood. Execs pushing 
negotiations say that no matter 
how big the sponsor is, there’s 
hesitation and plenty of backing 
away when the price is quoted. 

Qne of the reels, anxious to close 
a’ deal, has prepared a cost sheet 
which shows imcreased costs in 
such a venture would amount to 
$6,000 weekly. Its toppers figure 
rawstock charges alone would be 
hiked by $2,500 weekly. Shooting 
a total footage currently for two 
issues weekly varying from 20,000- 
30,000 feet, entry into tele on a 
five-issues-per-week basis would 
mean a minimum of two-and-one- 
half times the footage, it’s esti- 
mated. 

Salary nut for cameramen, edi- 





|high in the preliminary cost esti- 
_ mates. While a reel shoots. 35-40 
| Subjects weekly to meet the 12-16 


| subjects used in semi-weekly is- 


| sues, that nomber must be raised 


in a country so compact as Eng- earnings depends upon the outcome | © at least 70 subjects for the five- 


land is believed to have influenced 
(Continued on page 23) 


450 20th-Foxites Get 
$5-$10 Collarite - Tilts 


Sixth in the series of wage tilt 
awards to white collarites in film 
companies’ New York offices, 450 
| employees at 20th-Fox have re- 
|ceived pays increases ranging from 
$5 to $10, retroactive to Sept. 27, 
1947. Arbitration decision 
stemmed from a wage-reopening 
dispute between®Screen Office & 
Professional Employers Guild and 
20th-Fox. Still pending before 
arbitration boards are SOPEG’s 
cases against Paramount and 
National Screen Service. 
, On arbitration board, Clarence 
Hill, 20th’s labor consultant, 
repped the company; Leo Pome- 
ranz of Financial Employees Guild 
repped SOPEG, and David A. Cole 
was impartial chairman appointed 
by the American Arbitration Assn. 





of the British situation, and until 
further clarification Republic has 
ino definite plans in 

with any investments in Britain, 
lincluding possible production 
there. 





Disclosing Republic has some 30 


connection | 


| per-week rate. Movietonews, sole 
| guinea pig in the industry, illus- 
| trates the point, it’s said, since that 
| outfit is now turning out 60 more 
| subjects over the 40 which it made 
| before its tieup with Camels ciga- 
rets. 


to 40 films for release in Britain, | Just Breaking Even 


Yates also noted that he planned 
(Continued on page 22) 





Skirball-Manning Set 
Colbert Pic for June 14 


Hollywood, April 6. 


/ning will start “The Soft Touch,” 
| Claudette Colbert starrer, June 14. 


current Columbia assignment, from 
a Joseph Fields-Fred Korner origi- 
nal. 

No release is set. 





ning 
Wendling. 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, April 6. 

Edward Buzzell started bis 10th 
year at Metro and his 15th picture 
as a comedy director on ‘““Neptune’s 
Daughter,” with Esthef 
in the title role. Robert Emmett 
Dolan checked in at Universal- 
| International to write and direct 
the music for “Mr. Peabody and 
the Mermaid’... DeWitt Bodeen 
will screenplay “What Every Young 
| Bride Should Know,” which Robert 
|Golden will produce for SRO... 
| Bill Thomas will direct the Pine- 
|Thomas production, “Special 
Agent,” a tale of Southern Pacific 
Railroad detectives... .“Rampage” 
| became “The Courage of Gallant 
|Bess” at Eagle Lion 
‘son, of the Wesson Brothers nitery 
iteam, drew a comic role in “My 
Dream is Yours” at Warners. 





Gene Wes- | 


Danny Dare, producer, and Nor- 
man McLeod, director, wound, up 
“Isn't It Romantic” for Paramount 
seven days under, schedule and 
$100,000 under budget... Dr. Mik- 
los Rozsa signed a new deal with 
Metro as composer and musical di- 
rector. Pete Smith completed his 
1948 shorts program at Metro with 
“You Can’t Win.”.. Lewis Stone 
celebrates his 48th year in show 
business with the start of his role 
in “Sun in the Morning” at Metro 

Fred Zinnemann returns to 
Metro to direct “Act of Violence,” 
to be produced by William H. 
| Wright. 

Olga San Juan, on loanout from 
|Paramount, draws the second 
‘femme lead in the Senja Henie 
lstarrer, “The Countess of Monte 





| Joan Caulfield, John Payne and | Cristo,” at Universal-International 


|Dan Duryea to play the top roles 
iin “Larceny” 
‘national. Job is Miss Caulfield’s 
‘first since she ankled the Para- 
mount lot. 

William Pereira will lead an 


|'RKO troupe to England in June to 


‘film “The Captain Was a Lady,” in. 


‘association with J. Arthur Rank 

| Hugh McCellum, shorts producer 
‘at Columbia, started his 1948-49 
program with a-“Three Stooges” 
comedy, directed by Ed. Bernds 
Marilyn Malone, cover girl, starts 
‘her film career with a role in 
“Ladies of the Chorus” at Colum- 
bia Duncan Richardson, _five- 
‘year-old high diver, was signed for 
‘a non-swimming role in “My Dream 
'Is Yours” at Warners. 


Republic bought “The Ghost of 


at Universal-Inter- | Gunsight Pass,” written by Ner- 


‘man S. Hall, as a starrer for Wil- 
\liam Elliott . William Witney will 
j\direct “Nighttime in Nevada” at 
Republic.. Signing of Lee Boew- 
man completed the casting for “My 
Dream Is Yours,” which Michael 
Curtiz is making at Warners 

Harry Essex is adapting the Dr. 
Norman Nygaard book. 
Against the Underworld,” for film- 
ing by Eagle Lion . 20th-Fox 


“That Wonderful Urge” troupe re- | 


turned to the home lot after 10 
days of shooting in Sun Valley 
Peter Hobbes shifted from Broad- 


way for a role in “Kiss the Blood | 


Off My Hands” at Universal-Inter- 
inational, 


“Twelve | 


Movietonews, reportedly, is just 
about breaking even if not losing a 


bit, at the present time, on its deal . 


| with Camels. Because the unit has 


| methodically avoided beating its. 


‘theatre reels to the punch, it’s 
‘been compelled to sheot tremen- 
|dous footage to feed the NBC net 


Jack Skirball and Bruce Man-' sufficient celluloid. While the out- 


| fit was overstaffed before it made 
| its tele deal, it has taken on addi- 


|Manning will screenplay after his | tional help to meet the upped de- 


mands. 
Camels, also, is. paying heavily 
for the tieup. On a breakdown, 


It'll be made | ciggie outfit shells out $7,500 week- 
under the banner of Crest Produc-|ly for use of the reel; $1,500 for 
tions, in which Skirball and Man-| air time; and $2,000 for commer- 
i are partnered with Charles|cials which accompany the reel. 


That’s the crux of the difficulty 
since other sponsors are loath to 
take on such a burden. 
Nonetheless, film biggiés who 
are sold on video think 20th-Fox 
made a smart move in jumping 
into the picture early. Television 
isn’t big enough rigtit now to take 
care of all the newsreels, it’s ar- 
gued, since, with NBC nailed down, 
(Continued on. page 22) 


U Converging Its Tele 
And Newsreel_ Depts. 
In 1 HQ With Eye to TY 


With Universai via its subsid, 
United World Films, making strong 
gestures for a fullscale invasion of 
the television field, company is 
moving both its newsreel unit and 
UWF's video department to ex- 
panded quarters in the new RKO- 
Pathe Bldg., 106th street and Park 
avenue. At the same time, it’s 
understood that U would like to 
close for at least one of the RKO 
sound stages in the new h.q. for 
production of pix aimed at tele 
only. 

Juxtaposition of newsreels and 
video in the new building and 
plans fer their close operations 
henceforth is understood to carry 
out the belief of U’s toppers that 
the big future for reels lies in tele- 
vision tieups. Expanded lab facili- 
ties would afford the newsreel out- 
fit the elbow-room required once 
| the reel swings into tele operations. 
UWF is currently dickering with 
CBS and a number of potential 
' sponsors for the leasing of its reel 
for tele. 

NBC and several other parties 
interested in film production for 
television are also bidding for RKO 
| stage space. , 
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And for equally pne attractions, we call your attention bo FURY AT FURNACE CREEK, 


‘SITTING PRETTY,” “THE IRON CURTAIN,” ‘ESCAPE’ oma ‘GREEN GRASS OF WYOMING’! 











Wich each first-run picture opening we become more convinced 
that a film with the 20th Century-Fox trademark is almost a guarantee 


of the finest that Hollywood can offer in the way of motion picture 
entertainment. After viewing the Technicolor treat, ‘“Scudda-Hoo! 
Scudda-Hay!” at the Roxy yesterday, it suddenly became apparent that, 
like Frigidaire in its field, 20th Century-Fox has become foremost in the 
production of motion pictures. We'll cite the following late releases as 
an example: ‘The Razor’s Edge,” “Forever Amber,” ‘Gentleman's 
Agreement,” ‘Miracle on 34th Street,” “I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
Now,’ ‘Mother Wore Tights,” “The Foxes of Harrow,” “Captain From 


Castile,” “Daisy Kenyon,” “Call Northside 777,” and others of lesser 
note yet equally well produced. 


“Scudda-Hoo! Scudda-Hay!” has been produced in the same flawless 
manner -as its illustrious predecessor, “Home in -Indiana,” and again 
reunites Lon McCallister and June Haver, with the peerless Walter 


Brennan thrown in for good measure.” 
REPRINTED FROM THE TACOMA NEWS-TRIBUNE 
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Oscars Up ‘Agreement’ 
~ Smash $23,000, St. Louis 


‘ t. Louis, April 6. 
Booking the Academy Award 
winner, “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
within a week after the screen opus 
of 1947 was chosen is refiected by 
the sock biz being piled up at 
Ambassador. “A Double Life” also 


PICTURE GROSSES is ae 


Only 2 New Entries But B'way Boff; | 
Mills Bros.-Rich Give Saigon’ Lift, | i 
$95,000, Close-Up’ Dim Focus 17446 





‘Noose’ Hangs High with Henderson 
In Chi, $42,000; ‘Apache’ Bangup 436, 
‘Song of Love Hep 206, Saigon’ 406 
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Fat take of “Fort Apache” plus 
the pull of four other new films has 
prought a rosier hue to Loop first- 
runs. “Apache” broke all house 

rds at the Palace opening day. 
ypoed by raft of press breaks fol- 
owing veterans’ benefit and per- 
gonals by Shirley Temple and John 
Agar, it looks headed for a terrific 
$43,000. “Song of Love,” at Mon- 
roe, appears good for a great $20,- 


<< Hangs High” with Skitch 
Henderson band, at State-Lake, is 
heading for big $42,000. “Torment” 
at sure-seater World should reap 
stout $5,000. “Saigon” at the Chi- 
cago will do $40,000. 

“Cass Timerlane” at the Woods 
continues to lead holdovers, in 
fourth week being fine $26,000. 
“This Time For Keeps,” with Nellie 
Lutcher and Tito Guizar heading 
stage bill should do neat $42,000 in 
second frame at Oriental. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.28)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2ist wk). Good $12,000. Last 
week, $12,500. 

Chicago (B&K)~ (3,900; 98)— 
“Saigon” (Par). Moderate $40,000. 
Last week, “Sierra Madre” (WB) 


(2d wk), $31,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)—‘Tar- 
gan and Mermaids” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Pert $20,000. Last week, $25,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 98)— 
“Song of Love” (M-G). May reach 
fine $20,000. Last week, “Good 
News” (M-G) (4th wk), $6,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“This Time Keeps” 
Nellie Lutcher and Tito Guizar on 
stage (2d wk). Neat $42,000. Last 
week, $59,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)—“Fort 
Apache” (RKO). Sensational $43,- 


*000. Last week, “Jassy” (U), thin 
$19,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 98)— 


“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue). Sock 
$24,000. Last week, “Fighting 69th” 
(WB) (reissue) (2d wk), $16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) with 
Skitch Henderson orch on stage, 
Great $42,000. Last week, “Adven- 
tures Casanova” (EL) with p.a. of 
Katherine Grayson and Johnnie 
Johnston, $38,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) 
“Smugglers” (EL) (2d wk). Lean 
$15,000. Last week, oke $17,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (4th wk). 
egg $26,000. Last week, $30,- 


World (Indie) (587; 77) — “Tor- 
ment” (Indie). Stout $5,000. Last 
week, “Shoe Shine” (Indie) (8th 
wk), $5,000. 


‘Naked’ Wraps Up Buff. 
At Wow 2236, ‘Clock’ 
Loud 176, ‘Showers’ 166 


fi Buffalo, April 6. 
Naked City” is the big smash 
here this week. “Big Clock” and 

April Showers” also are in the 
chips. 

- Estimates for This Week 
«.,bullalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 
April Showers” (WB) and “Murder 
in Reverse” (Indie). Real spring 
tonic at $16,000 or near. Last week, 

Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Let’s 
Live Again” (20th), $15,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—"Big Clock” (Par) and “Campus 
Honeymoon” (Rep). Solid at $17,- 

or near. Last week, “Robin 
Hood” (WB) (reissue), $15,500. 
wJlipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70) — 
je tiladelphia Story” (M-G) (re- 
ae) and “Slippy McGee” (Rep). 

im $7,000, especially good for a 
Teissue. Last week, “Alias A 
Gentleman” (M-G) and “Lightning 
in Forest” (M-G), big $9,000. 

p Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70) — 
Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (m.o.) 
_ I Became A Criminal” (WB). 
turdy $5,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
ret Treasure” (M-G) and “Tar- 
zan's N. Y. Adventures” (M-G) 
(reissues), $3,000. 
upuatayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
woe, City” (U) and “Perilous 
aters” (Mono). Smash $22,500. 
Last week, “Black Bart” (U) and 
Woman s Vengeance” (VY), $12,500. 
a. Century (20th) 13,000; 40- 
(24 7~ nner ‘ 5 Ty 
wn to , r 

S0cko $18,500 seenan” ag 








(M-G) with 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week......... $820,000 
(Based on 24 theatres) 
Last Year... ... $797,800 


(Based on 18 theatres) 


Prov. Remembers 


‘Mama’ Wham 216 


Providence, April 6. 
Biz is on the upswing at most 











Also hep are Majestic’s “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement” and Strand’s 
second week of “Saigon.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—‘Re- 
member Mama” (RKO). Extra at- 
traction in person of Dr. I. Q. Mon- 
day (5) helped push to solid $21,- 


000. Last week, “Bambi”. (RKO) 
(reissue), good $14,000. 
Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 


“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Half 
Past Midnight” (20th) (3d down- 
town wk). Niece $7,500. Last week, 


“The Flame” (Rep) and “Pre- 
tender” (Mono), $5,500. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 


“Jiggs, Maggie in Society” (Mono) 
and vaude on stage. Trim $7,000. 
Last week, “Driftwood” (Rep) and 
vaude, $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th). 
Snappy $17,000. Last week, “Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) and “Half Past 


Midnight” (20th) (2d wk), solid 
$16,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 


“Tarzan’s. Secret Treasure” (M-G) 
and “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” 
(M-G) (reissues). Fair $17,500. Last 
week, “Alias a Gentleman” (M-G) 
and “10th Ave.. Angel” (M-G), 
$17,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Saigon” (Par) and “Caged Fury” 
(Par) (2d wk). Started Sunday (4). 
First week was sturdy $15,000. 
Last week, “Sign of Ram” (Col) 
and “Glamour Girl” (Col) (2d wk), 
$7,500. 


‘BELLS’ STILL PEALING 





Pittsburgh, April 6. 

There’s not a single new picture 
in town this week. Leaders are 
“Naked City” at Harris and “Mira- 
cle of Bells” at Warner, both in 
second week and running neck- 
and-neck. Reissue of Loretta 
Young’s Oscar film “Farmer's 
Daughter” at Senator, is paying off 
nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) (2d wk). Got 
a reprieve when biz picked up. 
Near $6,500. Last week, $8,000, not 
too hot. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Naked City’ (U) (2 wk). Plenty 
of stuff left at near $14,000, and 
may hold again, Last week, sizz- 


ling $19,500. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘“‘Unconquered” (Par). At pop 


scale after a five-week run last fall 
squeezed this dry; level $14,000 
isn’t bad. Last week, ‘“Tarzan’s 
Secret Treasure” (M-G) and “Tar- 
zan’s N.Y. Adventure” (M-G) (re- 
issues), $12,000 in 6 days. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 
“Spiral Staircase” (RKO) (reis- 
sues). Fancy $4,500. Last week, 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2 wk), solid $5,500 in 6 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
“April Showers” (WB) (2d _ wk). 
Holding only 5 days so house can 
get back to regular Thursday open- 
ing. Oke $8,000. Last week, fairly 
good $16,500. 

Warner (WB) 


(2,000; 44-76)— 


“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Good campaign paying off here, 
okay $14,000 on top of big $17,000 





last week. Holds again. 





spots, with RKO Albee’s “I Re- | “Bishop’s 
member “Mama” leading the list. | “Scudda Hoo” (20th) (m.o.) (3d wk). 


ON PITT #.0., $14,000 


‘ ; Chicago, April 6. +— is getting a great play. Rain on 


several days last week crimped 
trade that started in high gear at 


_| the big cinemas. : 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 


—*Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th). | 


Sock $23,000. Last week, “Relent- 
less” (Col) and “Half Past Mid- 
night” (20th) solid $19,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Big 
Clock” (Par) and “Speed to Spare” 
(Par). Okay $18,000. Last week, 
“April Showers” (WB) and “Bill 
and Coo” (Rep), $20,000 in 9 days. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Double Life” (U) and “Tenth Ave. 
Angel” (M-G). Big $21,000. Last 
week, “3 Daring Daughters’ (M-G) 
and “Woman from Tangier” (Col) 
$23,000. 

Missouri (FM) 
Wife” 


(3,500; 50-75)— 
(RKO) and 


Trim $9,500 after $15,000 second 
stanza. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Daring Daughters” (M-G) and 
“Womar from Tangier” (Col). Oke 
$9,500. Last week, “Tarzan’s Secret 
Treasure” (M-G) and “Tarzan’s 
N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) $10,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk). Neat 


$8,000 after fine» $10,000 initial, 
session. 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 


“Woman in Night” (FC) and “Last 
Redmen” (Col) (reissues). Strong 
$13,000. Last week, “Rains Came” 
(20th) and “Wedding Night” (FC) 
(reissues), $5,000. 


Daughters’ Lush 
$14,000 in Lville 


Louisville, April 6. 





Business continues on slow side | 


here. Gfadual approach of spring 
weather is not helping, and open- 
ing of Drive-Ins will pull some of 
the trade ordinarily going to the 
firstruns. “Three Daring Daugh- 
ters” at State and “Scudda-Hoo” 
at the Rialto will be the leaders. 
“Ideal Husband” at Strand is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Call Northside” (20th) 
and “Campus Honeymoon” (Rep) 
(m.o.). Healthy $4,500. Last week, 
“Knew Susie” (RKO) and “Slippy 
McGee” (Rep) (m.o.), $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘‘Sierra Madre” (WB) and “Love 
Trouble” (Col). Fairly geod $3,200. 
Last week, “Senator Indiscreet” 
(U) and “Relentless” (Col) $3,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65)—“‘April Showers” (WB) (2d 
wk). Staying around for okay 
$7,500 after initial week’s sturdy 
$9,000. , 

National (Standard) (2,400; 
65)— ‘““‘Woman’s Vengeance” (U) 
and “Pirates Monterey” (U) (2d 
wk). Marking time for new product 
to arrive, mild $4,500. Last week, 


45- 


modest $6,000. 
Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Chal- 


lenge” (20th). Fairish $12,000. Last 
week, “Call Northside” (20th) and 
“Campus Honeymoon” (Rep), about 
same. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“3 Daring Daughters” (M-G) and 
“Return of Whistler’ (Col). Neat 
$14,000. Last week, “Tarzan Secret 
Treasure” (M-G) and “Tarzan N. Y. 
Adventure” (M-G) (reissues), 
strong $17,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
“Ideal Husband” (20th) and “Let’s 
Live Again” (20th). Nice $6,000. 
Last week, “Bill and Coo” (Rep) 
and “Inside Story” (Rep), $5,000. 


—————— 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 





include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Broadway firstrun theatres in 
‘current session are soaring to the 
‘highest levels in several weeks, 
assisted by the usual Easter week 
upbeat and favorable weather most 
of stanza. 

| Only two new pictures were 
jlaunched in the past seve. days. 
|Paramount, with “Saigon” and 
stageshow headed by Mills Bros., 
Buddy Rich band and Dean Mur- 
phy, will hit big $95,000 in first 
week ended last (Tues.) night. 
This is especially fine in view of 
unkind crix appraisals. “Close-Up” 
is doing only passably good $17,500 
on first week at the Globe, but 
goes through until April 18. 

Biggest grosser continues to be 
“Remember Mama,” being given 
fine assist by “Glory of Easter” 
pageant onstage, at Music Hall. 
Fourth week likely will hit smash 
$142,000 or better, which insures 
a fifth stanza. Second week of 
“April Showers,” with Claude 
Thornhill band and Morey Amster- 
dam is dipping to $44,000 at 
Strand. 

“Sitting Pretty” still is so big at 
$115,000 on fourth week in Roxy 
that it holds a fifth session. An- 
other stage-film house going great 
guns is Capitol, where fifth week 
of “Naked City” and _ stagebill 
topped by Tex Beneke band will 
land a socko $108,000, better than 
many first weeks at house. 

Strong second weeks also are be- 
ing racked up by “Mr. Blandings,” 
with $43,000, at Astor; “All My 
Sons,” with $38,000, at Criterion; 
“The Search” with $26,000, at Vic- 
toria, and “‘B. F.’s Daughter,” with 
$22,000, at State. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200: 70- 
$1.50) — “Volpone” (Indie) (15th 
wk). Doing okay $7,500 in week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.), after 
fancy $8,500 ‘for’ 14th round. Con- 
tinuing. 

Art (Rugoff-Becker) 
'$1.10)—“Farrebique” (Siritzky) (7th 
wk). Sixth frame ended last Sunday 
(4) was nice $4,300, not far behind 
fifth week's $4,500. Stays on. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (2d wk). 
Second round ending today (Wed.) 
looks to hold firm at $43,000 after 
very big $51,000 opener. Continues. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50) 
—Mr. Orchid” (Lopert) (2d wk). 
Second session ending next Friday 
(9) is down to $5,000. First was fine 
$7.400, over hopes. Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew’s (4,820; 70-$2.20) 
— “Naked City” (U) plus Tex 
Beneke orch, Jerry Lewis & Dean 
Martin topping stageshow (5th wk). 
Current frame ending today (Wed.) 
slipping a bit after great Easter 
week uptake but still great at $108,- 
000 or near; fourth week was $117,- 
500. Slate Bros. replace Lewis & 








Martin tomorrow (Thurs.), latter 
having previous dates. 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60- 


$1.25)—“‘All My Sons” (U) (2d wk). 
Initial holdover session ending next 
Friday (9) still big at $38,000 or 
near; first was great $48,000. Stays 
on. 

Elysee (Siritzky) (750; 85-$1.50) 
— “Fanny” (Siritzky) (8th wk). 
Current round ending today (Wed.) 
looks nice $4,400 after $5,000 for 
seventh. Holds through ninth week. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20) 
—‘“‘Close-Up” (EL). In first week 
ending next Friday (9) looks to hit 
passably good $17,500. Second week 
of “Adventures Casanova” (EL) 
was off to $10,000. “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA) due in with gala 
preem April 19 for “Crusade For 
Children” benefit. 

Golden (Siritzky) (769; 85-$1.50) 
—‘‘Lost One” (Col) (2d wk). First 
week ending Sunday (4) hit solid 
$12,000 and looks set for run. 
Previous week theatre housed 
Maurice Chevalier concert. 

Little Carnegie (Indie) (460; 95- 
$1.20)—“Jenny Lamour” (Vog) (5th 
wk). Current stanza ending next 
Friday (9) probably will reach solid 
$8,000 after great $9,000 for fourth. 
Holds again. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 170- 
$1.50)—“‘Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th) (22d wk). Still in real profit 
at $26,000 in 21st week ended last 
Monday (5) night; 20th was $29,- 
000. Continuing. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20) 
—‘‘Tarzan and Mermaids” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Second round ending next 





‘ Suriday (11) is off sharply to $16,- 


(570; 95- 


000; first was strong $30,000, up- 
beat stemming from number of -: 
kids out of school. Reissue of 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) opens 
Saturday (10) to cash in on Loretta 
Young’s Oscar. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
$1.50)—“‘Saigon”’ (Par) with Mills 
Bros., Buddy Rich orch, Colstons, 
Dean Murphy heading stagebill 
(2d wk). First week ending last 
(Tues.) night soared to big $95,000, 
with strong all-round bill helping 
put this over. In ahead, “Road to 
Rio” (Par) with Louis Prima orch 
(6th wk), solid $62,000. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$1.50)—“Mill on Floss” (Indie) (re- 
issue) (2d wk). This is fooling 
everybody, staying up high on ini- 
tial holdover session at terrific 
$8,000; first was smash $10,300. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Remem- 
ber Mama” (RKO) and stageshow 
with “Glory of Easter” pageant 
(4th wk). Off some from previous 
week but still big at $142,000: third 
was great $155,000, best of run. 
Stays a fifth round and likely 
longer. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-$1.20)— 
“Smugglers” (EL) (2d wk). In sec- 
ond week ending next Friday (9) 
dipping sharply to $8,500 while 
first was solid $12,000. Holds again. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—“‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO) 
(4th wk). Third round ended last 
Monday (5) night was much better 
comparatively than second week, 
with $29,000; second was very good 
$28,000. Stays on. “Letter From 
Unknown Woman” (U) is due in 
next. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and stage- 
bill headed by Al Bernie, Betty 
Bruce, Salici Puppets (5th-final 
wk). Fourth week ended last 
(Tues.) night with smash $115,000, 
winning fifth stanza for film. Art 
Mooney orch, which headed stage- 
show first four weeks is out for 
fifth round because of prior com- 
mitments. Third frame was $109,- 
000 but below expectancy. ‘‘Scudda 
Hoo” (20th) and stageshow topped 
by Ed Wynn opens April 14. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Second week ended last (Tues.) 
night was strong $22,000 after big 
$32,000 for opener. Being held 
third session with “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (2d run) and “Here Comes 
Trouble” (UA) opening April 14. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“April Showers” (WB) with Claude 
Thornhill orch, Morey Amsterdam 
topping stageshow (2d wk). Sec- 
ond frame ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks okay at $44,000 after 
fancy $56,000 initial week. Holds 
again. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
$1.25)—“The Pearl” (RKO) (8th 
wk). Seventh stanza ended last 
Monday (5) night was nice $5,400 
after $5,600 in sixth. Stays on 
indef. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 170- 
$1.50)—“The Search” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Second session ended last 
(Tues.) night was solid $26,000 
after stout $29,000 first week. 
Continues. 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB). Opens to- 
day (Wed.). Fourth week of “Rob- 
in Hood” (WB) (reissue) was okay 
$12,000, after big $16,000 third. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“‘Man of Evil” (UA) (2d 
wk.). Current frame ending today 
(Wed.) disappoints at very thin 
$7,000, after $10,000 opener. ‘‘Are 
You With It?” (U) preems April 14 
with all-star show headed by Don- 
ald O’Connor, to aid launching of 
Treasury's Security Loan drive. 


? 
Daughters,’ 236, Crowds 
b] 7 > 
‘Mama,’ 266, im Frisco 
San Francisco, April 6. 
Excellent bally along with the 





use of localite Kathryn Forbes, who 


authored “Mama’s Bank Account,” 
is pushing ‘““Remember Mama’”’ into 
standout position boxoffice-wise 
this week. Her book is basis for 
this film. Continued rain seems to 
be helping trade. “Three Daring 
Daughters” and “Big Clock” also 
shape well. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 

85) — ‘Remember Mama” (RKO), 





(Continued on page 20) 
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VARIETY Wednesday, April 7, 1948 


‘MY HAT’S. IN THE 
RING FOR THE BEST 
MUSICAL OF 1948!" 








Who's got the pictures? M-G-M’s got the pictures! As Hollywood 
Reporter puts it: “Everything is on the upswing at Culver City.” It’s 
electrifying to watch. Look at them! “STATE OF THE UNION”, 
“HOMECOMING”, “THE PIRATE’, “SUMMER HOLIDAY”, 
“EASTER PARADE”, to mention just a few, and with every new 
Trade Show another Big M-G-M attraction joins the Hit Parade. You 
said it Mister: ““M-G-M GREAT IN ’48”. 





























" Wednesday, April 7, 1948 





VARIETY 





- Heidt Ups Savage’ Sock $36,000, Hub 





‘Wraps Up Fancy 416, 2 Spots 





_ Boston, April 6. + 


Aster (Jaycox) (1,300; 
“Mourning Becomes 

(RKO) (2d wk). Night biz okay 
with $12,000 after big $16.000 in 


$1°,000 for last. < 
Kenmere (Indie) (700; 40-80)— 
*“~sauty amd Beast” (Indie) (@d 
wi). Nice $2,000 after $4,000 first. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week....... $3,006,000 ¢ 
(Based on 21 cities, 207 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
chiding N. Y.} 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year ..... ..$3,458.000 
(Based @n 22 cities, 205 thea- 


Showers’ Philly 

















Philadelphia, April & 
Most Philly deluxers are hoid- 
over this session, with only twe 
new films bewing in. They are “The 
Fugitive,” fime at Aldine, and 
“April Showers,” having a brisk 
week at Masthaum. “Miracle of 
Bells,” stout at Earle, and “Naked 
City,” still fancy at, Stanley, are 
pacing the h.o.’s. 
* Estimates for This Week 
_, Aldime (1,303; 50-04)—“Fugitive” 
(RKO). Fine $15,000 or near. Last 
week, “Senator Indiscreet” (U) (3d 
wk), fair $10,000. ; 
Area@ia (S&S) (700; 50-34) — 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d run). Mild 
$4,000 in 5 days. Last week, “Cass 
Timberlane” (M-G) (2d ran), neat 


“| Remember Mama” (RKO) (2d | $7,000 


wk). Better than first session at 
after strong $24,500 opener. 

Metrepolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—*April Showers” (WB) and “In- 
side Story” (Indie). Only average 
at $24000. Last week, “Uncon- 
quered” (Par), $22,000 at pop scale. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Naked City” (0) and “Fabulous 
Joe” (Col). Very good $28,000. 
Last week, “Relentless” (Col) and 
“Curley” (Indie), $24,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
—‘Sitting Pretty” -(20th) and 
“Cocks New Orleans” (Mono) 
(m.o.) (2d wk). Still potent at 
—" after $24,000 for first stanza 

Ce. 

State (Loew) @,500; 40-80)— 
“Naked City” (0) and “Fabulous 
Joc” (Col). Fine $13,000. Last 
week, “Relentless” (Col) and “Cur- 
ley” (Indie), $11,000. ° 


‘Silting’ Pretty $11,000, 





Beyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94)—“Sign 
of Ram” (Col) (2d run). Modest 


(Continued on page 20) 


‘Naked’ Qutstrips Field 
In Seattle, Hot $15,000; 





Seattle, April 6. 

Biz is sliding off with holdovers, 
moveovers and reissues really 
hurting overall total currently. 
Even “Gentleman’s Agreement,” 
at Fifth Ave. in third frame, is 
down sharply. “Naked City” at 
Orpheum and “3 Daring Daugh- 
ters” at Liberty are ace newcom- 
ers and both sock. 

Estimates for This Week 





Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Corsican Brothers’ (EL) and 


te ’ 4 ” " 
In Port; Bart’ $10,500 Sou 2, Pass, Zazo", Eb) ice 


Portland, Ore., April 6. 
Real coin this week goes to 
Parker’s United Artists with 
“Three Daring Daughters.” “Sit- 
ting Pretty” at Orpheum and 
“Black Bart” at Broadway are also 
doing well. “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment” at Paramount is top hold- 
over, 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
—"“Black Bart” (U) and “The 
Flame” (Rep). Great $10,500. Last 
week, “Sierra Madre” (WB) and 
Campus Honeymoon” (Rep) (2d 
wk), excellent $8,400. 
.._tayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
Bill and Coo” (Rep) and “Inside 
Story” (Rep). So-so $3,500. Last 
week, “Black Friday” (Indie) (re- 
issue) and “Black Cat” (Indie) (re- 
issue), $4,600. ; 
Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
Hoo” (20th) and “Girl 
(WB) (2d wk) (5 days) (m.o.). 
$3,600 $2,500. Last week, fine 


1, Criental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
entleman’s * (20th) 


(2d wk) & day-date with 
Paramount. : 
week, big Okay $3,000. Last 


“seo (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
ery. (20th) and “The 
a pe Solid $11,000 or 
ARES week, “Prince of 
gnieves (Col) and “I Love Trou- 
©, ‘CoD, so-so $7,200. 
ia. t (H-E) (3,400; 50- 85) 
tog eutleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
Or. ” SG. 892) 
y $6, 
$15,400. Last week, terrific 


«_t lavyhouse (H-E) (1.200: 50-85)— 
«eakmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 
afeeare (RKO). Both reissued 

*r Academy awards were an- 


_|—“Double Life” (U). 


issues). 
i“Susie” (RKO) and “Wild Horse 
|Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk), $2,500 in 
6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(3d wk). Good $7,500 or near in 6 
days after dandy $10,800 last 
stanza. 

Liberty (J&VH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“3 Daring Daughters” (M-G). Sock 
$13,000. Last week, “Sign of Ram” 
(Col) (2d wk), nice $6,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (850-45-80)— 
“April Showers” (WB) and “Rail- 
roaded” (EL) (m.o.). Modest $4- 
000. Last week, “Scudda” (20th) 
and “Adventuress” (EL) (3d wk), 
$3,700. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Alias a Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“High Tide” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$5,500 after oke $8,800 last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 


“Naked City’ (U) and, “Caged 
Fury” (Par). Great $15,000 or 
over. Last week, “April Showers” 


(WB) and “Railroaded” (EL), nice 
$9,000. 

Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“The Flame” (Rep) and “Slippy 
McGee” (Rep). Big $7,000. Last 
week, “Elephant Boy” (FC) 
“Trail Vigilantes” (FC) (reissues), 
$5,100. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Whis- 
pering City” (EL) (2d wk). Solid 
$9,000 in 6 days. Last week, nice 
$12,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Woman's Vengeance” 
(U), okay $4,700. 





(M-G). Sock $13,500 or near. Last 
week, “Henry Eighth” (Indie) (re- 





Noune 

te ne $2,500 or close. | issue), $3,600. 

20th) neqn'«yy5On8 Bernadette” | Guild (Parker) (427; 50-85)— 

Q0ih) on Miracle 34th Street” | “Sierra Madre” (WB) and “Campus 
reissues), mild $1,800. | Honeymoon” (Ren) (m.o.). Good 


Un‘ted Artists (Parker) (895; 50- | 


’ 


— Three Daring Daugiiters” 


$2,000. Last week, “Double Life” 


(U) (m.o.), $1,500. 


April Tonic, 306 


‘Danghters’ Darmg 136 


PICTURE GROSSES 





‘Meant’ Does Well 


and “So Well Remembered” (REO), 
$8,000. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 


$10,000. Last week, “Gentleman’s 

Agreement” (20th), fine $12,200 

after storm hurt opening. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 


Okay $10,500. First week, smash 
$14,600. ' 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Cass ” (M-G) and “Hat 


$4,800 and holds for third week. 
Last week, $6,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—“‘G *s Agreement” (20th). 
(m.o.) and “Alias Mr. Twilight” 
(Col) (ist rum). Nice $9,500. Last 


week, “Saigon” (Par) (m.o.) and 
“Thunder Mountain” (REO), 
$10,000. . 





H.0.'s Fail to Dent 
D.C, Mama’ 196 


Main stem biz is moving along 
at a comfortable clip in view of 
fact that three spots are handling 
holdovers. Town has been full of 
tourists which has helped. Sweetest 
boxoffice music is being made by 
“I Remember Mama” and “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement,” latter in second 


frame. “Relentless” is packing 
them in at small-seater Metropoli- 
tan. - 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew’s) (2.434; 44-80)— 
“3 Daring Daughters” (M-G) plus 
vaude (2d wk). Fine $23,000 after 
sock $30,000 opener. 

Celumbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“‘Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Fancy $11,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
Secret Treasure” (M-G) (reissue), 
real treasure at $8,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO). Excel- 
lent $19,000 in first full week. Last 
week, “Mama” (RKO) four days 
and last three days of “Senator 
Indiscreet” (U), solid $16,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—‘‘Relentless” (Col). Nice $14,000 
in eight days. Last week, “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep) and “California Skies” 
Log chepped off after only $5,500 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d wk). Fine $21,000 on basis of 
Academy award publicity. Last 
week, rang bell for $28,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“April Showers” (WB) (2d wk). 
Mildish $13,000 following profit- 
able $17,000 om opener. 


Los Angeles, April 6. 
New pacesetter here this session 
is “Sitting Pretty,” which shapes 
to land great $70,000 im four thea- 





65)—"‘Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk). 


Timberlane” ( 
Box Mystery” (SG)°@d wk). Good | 


'tres. “Remember Mama” looks 
|over average at $44,000 cr better 
in two houses. “Mama” is strong 


shapes to get very thin $15,500 in 
ifour sites. 

| Italian-made “To Live In Peace” 
is sighting fast $6,000 in arty 
Esquire. Second week of 
Fugitive” in two spots will do 
isturdy $22,000 aiier iancy $29,500 
first session. “April Showers” is 
catehing pleasing $33,000 im three 
| houses, second frame. “Naked City” 
still is healthy in fourth round at 
$29,500 or near in five houses. 
“Bride Goes Wild” looks okay 
$28,500 in three locations, second 
round. “Bishop's. Wife” is disap- 
pointing $22,500: in second and 
final week, two Paramount houses. 


_Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Westem. Heritage” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Near $2,000-in 6 days. Last 
week, okay $3,700. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—“Song of 
Heart’ (Mono). Slim $3,000. Last 
week, “Man of Evil” (UA), $2,800. 

Carthay Circle (1,518; 60-$1)— 

“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d wk). Up to $5,500. Last week, 
fair $5,200. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
“Challenge” (20th). Fast %17,500: 
Last week, “Agreement” (20th) (2d 
wk), $9,300. 

Calver (PWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Western Heritage” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Only $3,000 in 6 days. Last 
week, okay $5,400. 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
\‘‘April! Showers” (WB) (2d wk). 
Nice $14,000. Last “week, big 
$17,600. 

Dewntown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872: 60-$1)—“Song Heart” 
(Meno) and “North Begins’ (SG). 
Slow $7,000. Last week, “Man 
Evil” (UA), $6,100. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Near $8,000. Last week, nice 
$11.000. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1) — 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Western Heritage” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Off to $2,500 in 6 days. Last 
week, okay $4,500. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—"To Live in_ Peace” (indie). 
Smart $6,000. Last week, “Nicholas 
Nickleby” (U).(5th wk), $1,800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘Fugitive’ (RKO) (2d wk). Nifty 
$7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1) — 
“Naked City” (U) (4th wk). Down 
to $3,300. Last week, nice $4,000. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—“‘Song Heart” (Mono). Only 








Detroit, April 6. 

Only two new pictures come to 
town this week, “10th Avenue 
Angel” at Adams, and “April 
Showers” at Michigan, both top- 
ping double bills. “Showers” 
shapes big and is pacing the city. 
Three holdovers this round with 
“Unconquered” at Palms, and 
“Double Life” at United Artists, 
doing best. 

Surprise of week is “Mourning 
Becomes Electra” at bandbox Art 
Cinema where it’s nearly as big 
on second week as the capacity 
opener. It’s done turnaway nearly 
every show at upped prices. Ideal 
weather is helping biz ail over. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“10th Ave. Angel” (M-G) and 
“Louisiana” (Mono). Very good 


Showers’ Perks Det. at Big $24,000; 
‘Hlectra’ No Mourning 9G, ‘Angel’ 106 


Broadway-Capitol (United-De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Robin Hood” 
(WB) (reissue) and “I Became A 
Criminal” (WB) (2d wk). Neat 
$14,000 after big $18,000 first 
stanza. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—3 Daring Daughters” (M-G) 
and “Jiggs, Maggie In Society” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Moderate $8,000 
after excellent $12,000 first week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
“Challenge” (20th) (2d wk). Strong | 
$18,000 after sturdy $26,000 last 
week. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“April Showers” (WB) and “Girl 
Tisa” (WB). Big $24,000. Last week, 
“Big Clock” (Par) and “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep) (2d wk), sock $25,000. 

Palms (U-D) (2,761; 70-95)—“Un- 
conquered” (Par) (2d wk). Satisfac- 





$10,000. Last week, “Cass Timber- 
lane” (M-G) (6th wk), fine $7,500. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (450; 74- | 
$1.20)—"‘Mourning Becomes Elec- | 
tra” (RKO) (2d wk). Continued | 
surprising at $9,000 or near after 





terrific socko $10,000 opener. 


tory $16,000 after great’ $21,000 
starter at pop scale. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70-. 
95)—*Double Life” (U) and “Wreck 
Hesperus” (Col) (2d wk). 


week. 


L.A. Nearly Forgets Mama, Barely 


Oke $44,000; ‘Sitting’ Pretty $70,000, 
Big Leader; ‘Showers Brisk 336, 2d 


$3,000, slim. Last week, “Man Evil” 
(UA), $2,900. 

Hellyweed (WB) (2.756; 60-$1)— 
“April Showers” (WB) (2d wk). 
Nice $10,000. Last week, $15,900, 
over average. 


Hellyweed Music Hall ‘(Blumen- 


65)—“Meant for Me” (20th). Good |in Hollywood but medium in down- | feld) (475; 60-85)— “Song Heart” 
town L. A. “Song of My Heart” | 


(Mono). Slow $2,500. Last week, 
“Man Evil” (UA), $2,600. 





“The | 


Iris (F WC) (828: 60-85)—“‘Naked 
| City” (UO) (th wk). Over $3,500. 
| Last week, good $4,500. 
| Lamrel (Rosener) (890: 85) — 
| “Furia”. (FC) (4th wk). Finals at 
| $2,000. Last week, trim $2,900. 

Leew's State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 
60-$1)—“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
“Challenge” (20th). Sock $28,500. 
Last week, “Agreement” (20th) (2d 
wk), fair $12,900. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“*Bride Goes Wild’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Good $13,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 

Leyela (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1) — 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and ‘Chal- 
lenge” (20th). ‘Stout $10,000. Last 
week, “Agreement” (20th) (2d wk), 
good $7,400. 

Orpheum (Dtown-WC) (2,210: 
60-1) — “Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) 
and “Western Heritage” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Near $7,000 in 6 days. Last 
week, oke $12,900. 

Palace (D’town) (1,226; 60-$1)— 
“Fugitive” (RKO) (2d wk). Smooth 
$15,000. Last week, socko $20,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Remember Mama” (REO). Strong 
$24,000. Last week, “Mating Millie” 
(Col) and “Return Whistler” (Col) 
(2d wk-8 days), pleasing $15,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
— 's Wife” (REO) (2d wk). 
Off to $11,500. Last week, thin 


18,200. 
’ Hellyweed (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“Bishop’s Wife” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Good $11,000. Last 
week, okay $13,600. 
RKO Hiilsireet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
(Continued on page 20) 


COLMAN OSCAR LIFTS 
“IFE’ $22,000, DENVER 


Denver, April 6. 
Mild weather is hurting the box- 
office this week. “I Remember 


Mama,” holdover, shapes strong at 
Orpheum and holds. “Double Life” 
looks fine in two spots being boost- 
ed by Ronald Colman Academy 
Award. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Docks 
New Orleans” (Mono), after week 
at Denver, Esquire, Webber, Rialto. 
Fair $3,000. Last week, “Black 
Narcissus” (U) and “Secret Door” 
(U) (m.o.), $4,000. re 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par), (2d wk). 
Mild $9,500, but holds again. Last 
week, fine $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Double Life” (U), day-date with 
Esquire. Big $17,500. Last week, 
“Love Trouble” (Col) and “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep), $13,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 








Denver. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th), 
big $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO). Big 
$19,000. Holds. Last week, “High 


Wall” (M-G) and “Springtime” 
(Indie), $12,500. 
Paramount. (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) 


—‘“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d wk), day-date with Webber. 
Fair $10,000. Last week, record 
$19,000. 

Rilato (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Black 
Narcissus” (U) and “Secret Door” 
(U), after week at Paramount, 
Aladdin. Modest $3,000. Last 
week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (Mono) 
{m.o.), fine $4,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74).— 
“Mummy’s Tomb” (indie) and 
“Mummy’s Ghost” (Indie). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Frontier Mar- 
shal” (20th) and “Belle Star” (20th) 
(reissues), $8,000. 





OKay | 
| $17,600 after smash $26,000 last | 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
*“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(m.o.). Day-date with Paramount. 
Fair $2,500.. Last weck, “Love 
Trouble” (Col) and “Bill and Coo” 
(Rep), $2,000. 


“Double~ Life” (U), day-date with | 
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Judge Maguire Reports to N.Y.'s Mayor 






Avent Gotham’s Co-op on Fim Prod. ==. 





Holle eee ned 
everything goes wrong a 
Sw’ You fim stint to tre ety’s| 20TH TO RELEASE HOSS 
lack of cooperation are taken over : 

the coals im an official report 
Mayor William F. O’Dwye 
ping that genre of filmmak 
zoner is teld by Commissioner 
Edward C. Maguire, head of the 
city’s Commerce Dept. that the 
alibi henceforth is out. It's now 
possible, report declares, for film 
companies to file ons in 
the morning and have them clearea 


fs 
2 
E 
— 


a] 


a 
F 


Anita; 


year ta clear the underbrush of a/land outfielder, and Jean Willis, 


multitude of permits and spplica- | playing femme lead in her 
| film. 


tions required by an archaic code, 
tags as one of the major obstacles 
to increased production in Gotham 
“the fact that so many of those as- 
sociated with motion picture pro- 
duction—preducers, directors, con- 
tract players—have sunk their 
roots im Holiyweed- and are con- 
sciously er umeonscuiosly opposed 
to the, encouragement of produc- 
tion elsewhere.” Some 








producers 
have acknowledged advantages of 
New York production, report eon- 
tinues, “many others do not hesi- 
tate to offer as an alibi for every- 
thing that went wrong during past 
productions here, the charge that 
the City of New York failed to 
cooperate and permitted a continu- 
ance of what they term impossible 
conditions.” 

That the alibi has now been re- 
moved is confirmed, report says, 
by Universal, RKO and 20th-Fox, 
whose execs have expressed grati- 
fication after making films in New 
York. Mark Hellinger’s “Naked 
City” is cited as “a speetacular ex- 
ample of what can be done here.” 
With 90% of the film shet in the 
city and all but three of the-acters 
and extras drawn from the New 
York stage, Hellinger enthusiasti- 
cally acclaimed the city for its part, 
report declares. 

Television Teo é 

Corporation counsel’s. office is 
currently drafting an overall cade 
which will blanket both the film }Which Ras, been imereasing in dif- 
and television fields, Maguire dis- 
closes. Video has run into parallel 
problems and because of this, Ma- 
guire has sat in on confabs with 
reps of NBC, CBS and Dumont 
which are actually operating tele- 





v.sion stations as well as the N. Y. 
Daily News which plans one. Mean- 
while, same procedures are being 
used to handle video applications 
and permits as films. 

Maguire served as -coordinator 
last year to help speed film produc- 
tion after producers appealed to 
Mayor O'Dwyer for aid. We later 
‘was named commissioner of the 
newly-formed department 
tov bring business to New York. 


FLOCK OF NEW SUITS 
FOR % CHISELING 


Score on _ percentage-chiseling 
suits filed throughout the country 
in the majors’ campaign to clean 
up on alleged claims for phoney re- 
turns mounted several notches 





and Metro in New Haven, Conn., 


against Antonio Boscardin, Jean 
eee and Elizabeth Knicker- 
ocker. 


Grand and War theatres, W, 
Pioneer, Holden, all in a. 
Rogers and several corporations 
said to be controlled by him were 
named for the Pocahontas and} 
Temple in Welch; Man in Man; 
Palace in Davy and Elbert in El- 
bert, also all in West Va. Connec- 
ticut action émvolved the Colonial 
in Canaan, Conn. 

Settlement on the Staup action 


from two religious organizations. 
The Associated Church Press, rep- 
resenting 112 papers published by 
various Protestant denominations, 


an employee of 20th-Fox, who was 
paid to screen pictures, not to 
make them. National Council also 
plans to meet with i exhib 
organizations in the near future. 


Ent-UA Import French 
Medel for ‘Arch’ Bally 


Sliced thinner, publicity-wise, 
than a sandwich, Lise 





sponser the of “Arch” at 
the Globe, N. Y., April 19, with 
Miss a 





deciares that defendants have ac- | 
counted to the majors and paid the | 
amount found due on accounting. | 
Sargoy & Stein are associated with | 
local counsel as attorneys for the | 


Majors in all the suits. 


by 
publicity tieup and she has breught 
with her a new wardrobe created 
by Carven of Paris in another pub- 
licity hookup. She’s been one of 
the most photographed models in 
France since the Life break. 








frozen funds to independent Brit- ' 
ish pictures for showing in the 
U.S. Thirdly, they can sell, trans- 
fer or amalgamate their frozen 


blockages to produce pictures or 
make other investments on their 


come to this country between Oc- 
tober, 1947, and September, 1948. 

The two main American com- 
panies with producing interests in 
country are Warners and 
. They make separate appli- 
cation for every major technical 
man they wish to bring over and 
ane “=e considered individually 
y the Treasury and the Ministry 
of Labor. The Ministry, in these 


Be 


In Holland, some of UA’s pro- 
ducers have been operating 
through the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn., while others have been 
buting independently through 
offices of Frederick L. D. 
Strengholt. Latter, who has been 
in this country confabbing with 
Kelly for the past several weeks, 
would be involved as a local part- 
ner in the setup which UA is plan- 
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papers on way west and was a8 panning Holly. 
peat sae enaeeng that all the real .qu y, petames come from 
a result, there was a not chill when femme 
sevob an tha Guat Risser eae Fawcett pa. Fist nth 
Whe had euaeeeted tan the cease ation Picture Asm. of America, 
wi suggested studios they be “cantious” extending 
the gal courtesies until he investigated. 2 “ 
Mount was flattened to the ate molehil} when editer 
queted. He said that she had asked what recent picture she had 
particularly liked. She replied, “Great Expectations.” “What else?” 
‘| she was asked. Te which she answered with the title of another British 
eee Were Jempie to oe ni ime, accerding to Hesiiton, the neve- 
films, the ed sweated to explain, fen't so. nn” Unee Britioh 
The Lewis bill, which would uire the studios, rather 
exhibitors to pay ASCAP for the performing rights of sumnttract sant 
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e Motion Picture Assn. 
adv: out by the advertising 
‘ yt Spee, made up of the advertising- 
publicity heads major companies, is attempting a codification of 
procedures in handling copy which have: growm up over the years. 
Council, which has been eee infrequently im the past, is plan- 


ning a more active role of 





: Telease by United Artists of Westport International’s 
“King of the " has caused the Museum of Modern Art, N. Y. 
to withdraw: a sereening of “Olympia,” a fim version of the Olympic 
Games held in Berlin 1936. Museum had origitfilly programmed 
“Olympia” for the first two weeks im May, but when UA brought out 
a newly edited version of the same games for regular theatrical dis- 




















role played by Lee J. Cobh. 





Anglo-U.S. Deal Ignores 
Indie Distribs of US. Pix 
New Anglo-U. S. films a a 
makes no provision for a 
by indie .British distributers of 
rights to American pictures. Like- 


issue rights on U. S. product will 
suffer 


The indie distribs come at the 
end of the queue for spending the 
$17,000,000 films allotment in 
America, so there’s very likely to 
be. little exchange left for their use. 
In any case, the pix they'd buy 
be subjeet to veto by the 
of Trade, and, if not con- 
of proper quality, no coin 


permitted to play pix until at least 
73 days after Loop exhibition. 
|Harry Nepo cagntrols the plaintiff 








tribution, the institution thought it best to table its own print. 





Criticism of tha flippant treatment of the nation’s lawmakers in ‘The 
Senator Was Indiscreet” is understeed to have caused 20th-Fox to 
whittle dowg various sequences in its “Leave It to the Irish.” 
censors have cut numerous lines of a cynical nature from the senatorial 





Continued from page 3 


sented in this latest development 
of elect?onic show business. 

Even though the question of 
whether theatres should sue the 
tele interests, or whether broad- 
casters should attempt to sue the 
atres which pick up their pro 


grams, may be settled, there are 
still numerous other problems that 
must be solved before theatre 
video can become a steady opera- 
tion. Main obstacle in that con- 
nection is the raft of rights that 
must be cleared up. 
Gillette*Safety Razor, for exam- 
ple, paid $100,000 for exclusive 
tele rights to the forthcoming 
Louis-Walcott fight. Neither Gil- 
lette nor promoter Mike Jacobs 
would permit a theatre to pick up 
the fight broadcast, unless the the- 
atre op came through with at least 
as much money. Recent lifting of 
the American Federation of Must- 


ings and the rulings of other 
unions. At the base of the entire 
situation, meanwhile, is the Pos 
sibility that regular theatre projec 
tionists may refuse to work with 
film of shows televised by camera- 
men belonging to a rival union. 
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APRIL 12th 


ALBANY ...... Warner Screen. Room 
79 N. Pearl St.— 8:00 P.M. 
ATLANTA.... 20thCent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
197 Walton St. N.W. — 2:30 P.M. 


BOSTON RKO Screening Room 
122 Arlington St. — 2:30 P:M. 
BUFFALO..... Paramount Sc. Room 

e 464 Franklin Se. — 1:30 P.M. 
CHARLOTTE 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
308 S. Church St. — 10:00 A.M. 
CHICAGO ......... Warner Screen. Rm. 
1307 So. Wabash Ave. — 1:30 P.M. 


CINCINNATIL.....RKO Screen. Rm. 
Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th — 8:00 P.M. 


CLEVELAND. ....Warner Screen. Rm. 
2300 Payne Ave. — 2:00 P.M. 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
1803 Wood St. — 10:00 A.M. 
DENVER.......... ...Paramount Sc. Rm. 
2100 Stout St. — 2:00 P.M. 
DES MOINES 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
1300 High St. — 12:45 P.M. 
DETROIT........Film Exchange Bidg. 
2310 Cass Ave. — 2:00 P.M. 
INDIANAPOLIS..Universal Sc. Rm, 
517 No. Illinois St. — 1:00 P.M. 
KANSAS CITY 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
1720 Wyandotte St. — 1:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES....... Warner Sc. Rm. 
2025 S. Vermont Ave. — 2:00 P.M. 
MEMPHIS....20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
151 Vance Ave. — 10:00 A.M. 
MILWAUKEE ....Warner Th. Sc. Rm. 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. — 2:00 P.M. 
MINNEAPOLIS 
1000 Currie Ave. — 2:00 P.M. 
NEW HAVEN WarnerTh.Proj.Rm. 
70 College St. — 2:00 P.M. 
NEW ORLEANS 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
200 S. Liberty St. — 1:30 P.M. 
NEW YORK............... .... Kome Office 
321 W. 44th St. — 2:30 P.M. 
OKLAHOMA 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm.’ 
10 North Lee St. — 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA ......20th Cent.-Fox Sec. Rm. 
1502 Davenport St. — 1:00 P.M. 
PHILADELPHIA....Warner Sc. Rm. 
230 No. 13th St. — 2:30 P.M. 
PITTSBURGH 
20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
1715 Blvd. of Allies — 1:30 P.M. 
PORTLAND ...... Jewel Box Sc. Room 
1947 N.W. Kearney St.—2:00 P.M. 
SALT LAKE. .20th Cent.-Fox Sc. Rm. 
216 East ist South — 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO Republic Sc.Rm. 
221 Golden Gate Ave. — 1:30 P.M. 
SEATTLE Jewel Box Sc. Room 
2318 Second Ave. — 10:30 A.M. 
ST. LOUIS S’renco Sc. Room 
3143 Olive St. — 1:00 P.M. 
WASHINGTON ......Earie Th. Bidg, 
13th & E Sts. N.W. — 10:30 A.M. 


NP 


T wo JANIS PAIGE JAMES DAVIS 
i DAVIS..WINTEE WII , BRETAIGNE WINDUST ~ HENRY BLANK 
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Silent Conflict 
of remance is hinted as developing 
between the hynotist’s innocent 
niece and Hopalong’s young side- 
kick. 

Silver-haired Boyd continues to | 
impress as a forceful cowboy hero. 
Rest of the cast accord- 
ing to Hoyle in stock parts with 
Earle Hodgins turning in a neat 
characterization as the herb selling 


st. 

Production backgrounds anu 
camera work measure up to this 
series’ fairly high standards. 

Herm. 


Arthur Takes Over 


20th-Fox release of So! M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features. Lois Collicr, Richard 
Crane, Skip Homeier, Ann Todd. Directed 


by Mal St. Clair. Story amd screenplay, 
Mauri Grashin; camera, Benjamin Kline; 
editor, Roy Livingston. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., April 1, °48. Running time, 63) 
MENS, | 
Margaret Bixby...........+...- Lois Collier 
James Clark........-+..+- ..Richard Crane 
PC rey err Skip Homeier 
Valerie Jeanne Bradford....../ Ann E. Todd 
George Bradford...........- Jerome Cowan 
Flewa Bisby... ....--..ce0% ss Barbara Brown 
Lawrence White......... William Bakewell 
Bert Bimxby.............. Howard Freeman 
PD, EPG. oo ceccemese eens Joan Blair 
Mrs. Barnsfogie............Almira Sessions 
EE . RRs gos bec oe a paves eens Jeanne Gail 





“Arthur Takes Over” is unpreten- 
tious and strictly for the twin bills. 
Cast is lightweight for the marquee. 

The ald stery about the doting 
mama who would marry off her 





daughter to an aristocrat has been) ‘ 


dressed up slightly. In. this one | 
the daughter returns home wed to! 
a sailor she met while serving as a 
hespital nurse. Proceedings grow | 
so hectie im latter stages that only | 
the tossing of custard pies appears 
te have been overlooked. 

Lois Collier, whe photos well, 
brings some realism as the much- 
sought after daughter. Skip 





Homeier, as the teen-age brother,|. 


makes up partly in enthusiasm for 
what he lacks in being a polished’ 


juvenile. Jerome Cowan, as father | ; 


of the teen-age miss, has an absurd | 
characterization but makes it click. | 
Ann E. Todd, as his daughter, is| 
spotty as is Richard Crane. 
Heward Freeman heads the sup- 
port nicely. Benjamin Kline’s 
camera work stands out in this odd 
mixture of comedy and 7 action. 
ear. 


Clese-i p 
Eagle Lion: release of Marathon Pictures 
way (Frank Satenstein, producer; 
obert L, Joseph, assoc. producer). Stars 
Alan Baxter, Virginia Gilmore; features 
Richard Kolimar, Loring Smith, Phil Hus- 
ton, Russell Collins, Wendell Phillips, Joey 


Faye. Directed by Jack Denohue. Sereen- 
Play by John Bright and Max Wilk; edi- 
, Robert Klager; nuasic, Jerome Moross; 
camera, William Miller. At Globe, N. Y., 
week Apri] 3, "48. Running time, 72 MINS, 
SE IN yy ie bien. 6 do6-o hin ce me Alan Baxter 
000d sebbdsd sins cp eecs Virginia 

PS RSA SPI Pe Richard Kollmar 
BVOEY « wdidnncbeta ocnnsit ceased Loring Smith 
a, PERS eee ET Peers eo Phil Huston 
BOOGE soo bbc caese cbeeaeans ,.. Russell Collins 
DEOROOG, 0:6 Gattis. 0 ens pterine Wendell Phillips 
bs calibe qhidenavuhbnede Hues 4 Joey Faye 

eee hs 6c moan cogs 6¥se6ens> Marcia Walter 
Wroedagh. on 0'9654<0 Stead Michael Wyler 
SO < 0 Sins 0+ ps edie ogg + « on0 se eee 
SUMED: ‘anohsg «Fike Gnade hn Jimmy Sheridan 
TInspecter Lonigan......... Maurice Manson 
i a rrr eee Lauren Gilbert 
pa Pr Erin O'Kelly 

- oo 


“Clese-Up” is touted by Mara- 
thon as the first film completely 
shot in New York during the past 
10 years and, as such, it admittedly 
has thee advantages of Gotham’s 
solid backdrops, a touch of lavish- 
ness whieh no Hollywood low-bud- 
geter could afford. Aside from its 














three-cornered gun battle among 
the Nazi, the cameraman and the 
Nazi’s gangster henchman -who’s 
out to get his»boss. 

Thesping is adequate if not 
standout. Baxter meets his. role’s 
requirements though he’s frequent- 
ly embarrassed by weak’ lines. 
Miss Gilmore is fairish on delivery 
and cute in appearance. Kolimar 
has little te do but on that little 
registers well. Phil Huston, as the 
gangster, overmugs in spots. 

Camera work is weil handled, 
eagily cashing in on the New York 
locale. Direction is faulty, in al- 
lowing the pace teo much -— 


Racksree From 
RPeader Biver 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark produc- 
tion. Stars Charles Starrett, Smiley Bur- 
nette; features Eve Miller, Forrest Tayler, 
Paul Campbell. Directed by Ray Nazarro. 
Original sereenplay, Nerman Hall: camera, 
George F. Kelley; editor, Paul Borofaky. 
At New York theatre, N. Y.. week, March 
30, °48. Bunning time, 55 MENS, * 

Steve Lacey (Durango Kid).Charies Starrett 


Smiley Burmette........... Smiley Burnette 
oe ee Eve Miller 
Pop RylQWhis isscts scene sus Forrest Taylor 
Clint Ryde ..ctsdesoerai Paul Campbell 
Tommy RByfand.....cecs..s+-0 Doug Coppin 
Sheriff Parmell....ccosseessss Philip. Morris 


Dave Ryland ...cssecssss Casey MacGregor 

Lom Drisooll...vecscocescesessssis Ted Adams 

Ben Tr: 

McCall. . saaaccthdenssseuan Frank McCarroll 
The Cases County Boys 





“Buckareo from Powder River” 


the 


'nish a quartet of rural tunes. It’s 
okay fare for the action spots 
and Sa matinee trade. 
Formula. plot ‘contrived by 
seripter Norman Hall calls for 
Starrett to break up a trio of out- 
laws headed by Ferrest “Taylor. 
sons 


plenty sinister as the bewhiskered 
bandit. players are 
adequate. Cass boys are 


Ray Nazarro directed at a speedy 
pace. George F. Kelley's lensing 
incorporated some nice outdoor 
shots in this Colbert Clark produc- 


tion. Gilb. 
‘aoe 


President Films release of Lux-Ora (Paolo 
Frasca) production. Stars Anna Magnani. 
Directed by Luigi Zampa. Screenplay, Suso 
Cecchi D'Amico,’ Piero Tellini, Luigi Zampa, 
Anna Magrahi; camera, Paoli Craveri; 
English titles, Hermar, Weinberg. Pre- 
viewe| N. ¥. April 1, ‘48. Running time, 
90 MINS. 


Anmpelina. ..ec...++seceeees.. Anna Magnani 

tioner, takes unconscienably long emer a henatapeaintoney epg: ~~ Bruno 
SIAUUNGIA . pcvenesadbocecsosccecses ve Ninchi 

in ey started. Almost the first DOMES «002 69nd eds ccs etwe rd Agnese Dubhbini 
— the film is — in ge Lani AR ADR APIIENS I Ernesto Almirante 
e scene, a process elayed } Callisto Garrone........../ Armando Migliari 
_ A PONG. os cad inn entedsseseee Vitterio Mittini 
talky comic gags which come off | \;. Garrone. 22277 ....Maria Donati 
infrequently. For another—and a ~~ ag Ce See Maria Gut Franci 
. Tilippo Garrone........... Franco Zeffere}li 

strange device for a film dependent +; ,,2") “*rren-- Sere ep Gianni Glori 


on action—a crucial scene involv- 
ing the struggle of two men in a 
12th floor office and the forcible 
ejection of one via the window, is | 
norrated by one character but not 
d¢ victed. 

Story details the efforts of a w.k. 
Nazi (Richard Koellmar), to gain 
and destroy a newsreel clip, acci- 
dentally taken by cameraman Alan 
Baxter, which proves that the Hit- 
lerite is hiding out in New York 
a or the collapse of the fuehrer’s 
government. Why he should per- 
sistently stick his neck out, once 
the police are on to his existence 
and why films deemed so valuable 
should be as carelessly kicked 





(In Itaitéan; English Titles) 

Filmed against a background of 
poverty and squalor, “Angelina” is 
a pictorial history of the struggles 
of the poor of an Italian slum for 
food, better housing, adequate 
transportation as well as improved 
sanitation. These oppressed peo- 
ple revolt against their exploiters 
under the leadership of housewife 
Anna Magnani, a modern-day Joan 
of Arc. Documentary styled pic- 
ture is frank and raw in Ns in- 
dictment of the corrupt resulting 
in surefire b.o. at the art houses 
where it should reap strong word- 
of-mouth. 








around as they are in this story 


A secondary story theme, which 


Miss 

but also is obvious in the well- 
done minor characterizations of 
shopkeepers, police sergeants and 
other types who mingle 
the picture. Script, itself, is 
creditable with Zampa, Miss Mag- 
nani as well as Suso Ceéchi 
D’Amico and Piero Tellini collabo- 
rating on it. 
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are now booking far 
here ordinarily they 
product for one month 


i 


tres will have enough product to 
carry on their battle. 
Sentiment expressed by one 


large circuit booker is that “a 
couple of 50%ers wouldn’t make 
very much difference, but there’s 
too many of them at one time.” 
Exhibs fear the practice, now set 


come fixed as a habit for all big 
films. 

In this regard, exhibs note that 
some eight years back 30% was top 
terms generally exacted for the 
A’s. Two years later, it was up to 
35% and shortly thereafter, 40%. 
Circuits, right now, are used to 
paying 40% to a split and they’re 
attempting to hold the line at that 
figure. 





Minn. Exhibs Fight 50° Deals 
Minneapolis. 
Revolt against high percentage 
is in full swing in this territory. 
Even Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit) is holding out 
against UA’s 50% demand for 
“Arch of Triumph.” SRO is meet- 
ing resistance on its 50% for “Duel 
in Sun” at regular admissions. 
Refusal of Twin City indies to go 
above 30% for any film has brought 
a virtual boycott of Paramount 
product for the last two years. 





only for the super-dupers may be- 000 


. week, $4,500. 
United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1)—“Naked City” (U) (4th wk). 
Near $11,000. Last week, fast 





60)—“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk) 
Back at pep and still solid 
at $10,000 after nice $14,400 open- 
er. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55 


(WB) 


Stanley 
“April Showers” (WB) (2d wk). Off 


to $8,000 after fairly good $23,200 
VTown (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 


(3,280; 25-75)— 


—‘“Remember Mama” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Big $12,000 following. fine 
$15,300 opening week. 





week, “Bishop's 
Wife” (RKO) (4th wk), $13,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Alias 
a Gentleman” (M-G) and “10th 
Ave. Angel’ (M-G). Okay $17,500. 
Last week, “Gentleman's Agree- 
ment” (20th), skidded to $12,500 in 
six days. ; 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Three * (M-G). 
Husky $23,000. Last “Sitting 
a (20th) (2d Wk), strong $17,- 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-35)— 
“April Showers” (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $14,500. Last week, sock $25,- 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Big Clock” (Par). Hefty $25,000 in 
10 days. Last week, “Saigon” (Par) 
(4th wk), 4 days, $7,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85)—“Mating of Millie” (Col). 
Strong $19,000. Last week, “Naked 
City” (U) (2d wk), healthy $14,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207; 55-85) —“‘Man Of Evil” (UA). 
Sad $6,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
“Sign of Ram” (Col) (3d wk), 5 
days, okay $6,000. 

Clay ‘Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Beauty and Beast” (Indie) (6th 
wk). Near $2,500. Last week, fair 
$2,900. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Furia” (Indie) (3d wk). Down to 
$3,000. Last week, hefty $4,000. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (2d 


wk). Good $6,000. Last week $7,000. 
Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55-85) , “Albuquerque” ; 
—"Naked City”~U) (3d wk). About , erate $8,500 after nice 





$8,500. Last week, strong $9,500. 


-15 days. 


- | sponsorship. 


.|70)—“Remember Mama” 


Gi Ge for Tagine 
“nlp ey $300 
~~ ‘Mama’ Poly $18,000 


April 6, 
_ Plenty of . newcomers currently, 
but only one, “I Remember Mama,” 
is kicking up much of a boxoffice 
stir. “Mourning Becomes Electra,” 
roadshewn at the Lyceum, got off 
only to a fair start, but may build, 
Crix praise should help “The 
Fugitive” to a nice week at RKO. 
Pan. “High Wall” looks modest at 
the State. It’s the third Loop week 





\for the socke “Call Northside” at 
| Lyric. 


Continued cold and clear 
weather are helping. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Hich 
Tide” (Mono) and “Swamp’ Wom. 
an” (EL) (reissue). Fair $1,500 in 
“Docks of New Orleans” 


(Mono) and “Mary Louw” (Co!) 
opened today (Tues.). Last week, 
-|“Return Whistler” (Col) and 


“Caged Fury” (Par), fair $1,600 in 
5 days. 


Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“So Well Remembered” (RKO). 
Light $6,000. Last week, “Call 
Northside” (20th) (2d wk), big 
$8,000. 

Gepher (Par) (1,000; 44)— 
“Frankenstein” (U) and “Dracu!a” 
(WU) (@weissues). Okay $4,000. Lest 
week, “Joe Palooka Knockout” 


(Mono) and “Jiggs, Maggie in So- 
ciety” (Mono), mild $2,500. 

. Lgrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘“Call 
Northside” (20th) (m.o.). 3 Third 
loop week. Solid $6,000. Last weck, 
“Saigon” (Par) (3d wk), $5,000. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 90- 
$1.80)—“Mourning Becomes F!ac- 
tra” (RKO). Two-a-day at upped 
seale under N.Y. Theatre Guild 
Single week may 
satisfy demand. Okay at $10.000, 
and may hold. Last week, “Goona- 
Goona” (Indie) and “Africa Speaks” 
(Indie) (reissues), fair $3,000. 

Radie City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk) (2d 
run). Back at regular scale looks 
nice $12,000 after wow $18,500 in 
first week. 

RBEKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 
(RKO), 
Raves for this which apparent'y 
hasn’t been hurt by recent stage 
show's engagement here. Sock 
$18,000. Last week, “Bambi” 
(RKO) (reissue), $13,500. 

REO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“The Fugitive” (RKO). Healthy 
$9,000. Last week, “Foreign Corre- 
spondent” (Mast) and ‘Tr de 
Winds” (Mast) (reissues) $5.50’. 

State (Par) (2.300; 50-70)—"i)1<h 
Wall” (M-G). Sturdy at $13,000. 


Last week, “If Winter Comes” 
(M-G), $8,000. 
Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 44-60/— 


“Voice of Turtie” (WB). First nabe 
showing. Okay $4,000. Last Weck, 
“Time for Keeps” (M-G) $3.8(0. 
Werld (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Song of Heart” (Mono). ‘Good 
$2,500. Last week, “Bishop’s Wife” 
(RKO) (6th wk), about same. 


PHILADELPHIA 
(Continued from page 15) 
— after last week’s solid $22,- 

Earle (WB) (2,750; 50-94)—‘Mir- 
acle of Bells” (RKO) (2d wk). Big 
$32,000 after smash $39,500 opencr. 

Fex (20th) .(2,500; 50-94)—“Call 
Northside” (20th) (2d wk). Down 
to $20,000 but still oke after solid 
$27,500 in. first. 

Geldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50- 
94)—“3 Daring Daughters” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Good $14,000 after $18,- 
000 for third frame. 

Kariten (Goldman) (1,000; 50194) 
—_** bi” (RKO) (reissue) (2d wk). 
So-so $5,000 after $7,000 opencr. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Gentieman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d run) (2d wk). Fairish $6,000 in 
4 days after strong $11,000 initial 
week. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“April Showers” (WB). Brisk $30,- 
000. Last week, “Robin Hood 
(WB) (reissue) (2d wk), oke $17,000. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94) — 
“Outlaw” (UA) (10th wk). Good 
$5,000. Last week, $5,200. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94) — 
“Naked City” (U).(2d wk). I ancy 
$29,000 after smash $34,500 opener. 








Stanten (WB) (1,475; 50-94' — 
(Par) (2d wk). Mod- 
$14,500 in 


| first round. 
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‘The Box Office Value of 
Trailers is PROVED by 
Women’s Home Compan- 


lon 1947 Survey of Motion 


Picture Preferences... 


which showed that 


TRAILER$ DRAW 31% 
OF YOUR PATRONS! 
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ia . PAntET?Y 
Fox West Coast Gets Long-Termers 


day Tribune edition. Murphy will 
do a “movie of week” lengthy 
view and confine his mention 




















5 Calif. Houses; Xchange Items |S: x's" 
e + i = box 
Los Angeles. \ Raa iy | : 7-_—__—_o 
New long-term leases have been)... pennsylvania. Post formerly Schenectady Wired Music ae 
theatres. These are the Nevada in|"; averbach, Par city salesman Lawrence Gordon, 
Reno, Hippodrome in Sacramento, | cently made assistant to Earle | tosann ee yo she apna -2 
Ce ee we Sweigert, company’s business here to Schenectady Tav- 


in San Diego, and Rex in 

eld. : 

The Nevada and the Hippodrome 
will be remodeled into deluxe 


testimonial dinner. - : 
George Josack, who filled in for 
ailing WB manager, Lou Gilbert, 








Cinema Dante to Hyams-Green 

Cinema Dante, 500-seater in mid~- 
town, N. Y., acquired by Michael 
Hyams and Joseph Green who took 
over house from Cabedime Cine 


‘ RKO’s Jee Goetz Back te. Army 
lags, under 30 yearned the Crest, {back to his regular post at Row- Sy oy 
are to ‘land, Wilkinsburg. : Lt.-Col. Joseph Goetz, REO thea- : sick 
| Bert Stearn, indie booking com-/tre assistant ’.manager here, re- Schlaifer, Henry Linet, Bergman’s 
assistant 


to the studio in advance of the ti 
settlement in light of Metro's de- 


bine head here; Harry Hendel, Pitt 
exhibit, and Maurice Conn closed 
deal with Eagle Lion for release of 


turned to active Army duty. 
will be assigned to Air Forces in 
charge of picture theatre opera- 





| cision to go ahead 
on | filmmaking regardiess 





with British 


their third indie film now in pro- | tions. ‘ 
Steve Broidy and Morry Gold- 


duction on Coast. 


Corp. They also operate the City 
and Irving Place in N. Y. and Hop- 
kinson in Brooklyn. House will 
continue foreign film policy but 





Bob Carney’s Shift 
John Murphy, g.m. of Loew's 


stein, Monogram toppers, here 
meeting Balaban & Katz execs on 
film dates. , 














out-of-town theatres, appointed | 
| Bob Carney, formerly manager of | 
| Loew’s Lyric, Bridgeport, as act- | 
46 In Cincy Cembine | ing manager of Loew’s Poli, Water- | 
Theatre Owners Corp., —, | bury, Conn. Samuel a as- | 
nati booking-combine, has taken | sistant ‘manager of Poli, ater- | 
over for Linden theatre, Hamilton; | bury, succeeds Carney as manager | March, 1948 are: West, 54.5 to 57.7; 







; promise by 
will be renamed the Little Met, A “os | . 
ber of theatres it could assure play-|@ junket to Engiand some time in 
; dates of the trailer. | May or June to survey conditions 

TOA-MPAA ‘Patch Matters, ‘here. In general, the studio chief 


Considerable tension developed 
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Continued from page 3 
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! iN PERSON against it most has been the op-|_Woman Hater,” “Corridor — 
f TEX BENEKE position of religious and patriotic | Mittors” and “Good Time Girl. Also special fights on the tameus Deagiss BC-F% 
i and His Orchestra | |groups. Former have objected to| EL’s other pix are “Red Shoes,” leph Circle 6-300! 
THE SLATE BROS.! | what they claim are anti-religious |““Saraband,” “Scott of the Ant- Telephone Clr 
’ Sars ot |i attitudes, while the latter, in the |aretic,” “Esther Waters,” “Lord r t WAYS 
; Winged Victor: : TRANS A LANTIC AIR 
i Cc . ‘light of the present anti-Com-| Byron,” “Broken Journey,” “Mr. eI CARRIER 
:} APITOL munist attitude, have charged | Perrin and Mr. Traill,” “Miranda,” CAA & CAB approved wan TRENT Te ash ST 
ia Pieky Ry a Chaplin personally with leftist | “The Calendar” and “Sleeping Car | ™. ¥. OFFICE: HOTEL LINCOLN, pecs 
ae iS Late Shows Nightly 
ae Ee leanings. to Venice.” sean are 
hay 


ee er 
— 


poste sae : 
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Camargo, Maderia; Norwood, all in Lof the Lyric, Bridgeport. 


Ohio, and Lyric, Lexington, Ky. 
Combo now services 46 theatres 
under supervision of Rev. A. Carr. 





Phil Gerard to U 
Phil Gerard, assistant to Metro 
expleitation chief William R. Fer- 
son, moves over to the Universal- | 
nternational homeeffice publicity | 
gtaff Monday (12). His successor at 
Metro hasn’t yet been named. 





Phillips Heads uotham Group 

Metropolitan Motion: Picture 
Theatres Assn., exhit group rep- 
resenting 90% of Gotham’s theatre 
ops, has taken on D. John Phillips 
as its new exec director. Phillips 
ueceeded Gen. Rodney H. Smith 
fonday (5) to the post. 

Phillips was- formerly Para- 





Robertson Buys Third House 
Dallas. 
L.° R. Robertson bought the 
Lucas theatre here from P. G. 
Cameron. Robertson and group of 
Dallas war veterans opened Ervay 
theatre in 1946, recently he ac- 
quired the Pix in Ft. Worth. 





Mpls. Pix Back to Newsreels 
Minneapolis. 
Corwin circuit of California, 
lessee of the Pix, loop sure-seater, 
is returning the house to a news- 
reel policy and will take back its 
former name, Newsreel theatre. 
After the war, the newsreel policy 
was abandoned for features, mostly 
reissues, but the operation proved 
unsuccessful. 








mount’s ad-pub manager for shorts 





Corcoran West Pa. Allied Mer. 
Pittsburgh. 

George J. Corcoran resigned as 

Pennstate Amus. Co. manager in 

Uniontown, Pa., to be business 


manager for Allied MPTO of West- 











ing housing the Brandeis theatre 
starting this spring... RKO engi- 
neers also plan adding about 200 
more seats in the house. 

Sol Reif, manager of Eagle Lion 
exchange, resigned to become 
branch manager here for Film 
Classics. Ed Cohn, Universal sales- 
man, replaces Reif. 





Mpls. Daily Cuts Review Space 
Minneapolis. 
Film industry here is disturbed 


1| by décision of Minneapolis Star to 








decrease its film coverage substan- 
tially. Sheet is eliminating Bob 


East, 52.8 to 52.8; Midwest, 46.3 to 
47.8; South 43.7 to 45.3; the na- 
tion 49 to 50.4. 

Greatest increase was in cities 
under 10,000 population, with drop 
noted in cities of 10,000 te 100,000. 
The breakdown: Under 10,000, 42.5 
to 44.7; 10,000 to 100,000, 51.5 to 
50.9; 100,000 to 500,000, 52.4 to 
53.7; over 500,000, 58.9 to 59.1. It’s 
emphasized that figures are limited 
to adult evening general admis- 
sions and don’t represent an aver- 
age of all admissions or price paid 
including taxes. Average price 


and prices for other than general 
tickets in evening. 


No Ducat Price Cut 
Seen by Kingsberg 
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opined in New York this week in 
commenting on Audience Research 
Institute’s report that adult even- 
ing prices across the nation had 
hit the all time peak average of 
50.4c. This compares with 46c. a 
year ago. 

Kingsberg said he thought any 
admission cuts would be a grave 
mistake at this time, when foreign 
restrictions and top production 
costs are causing producers to 
strain to make ends meet. As for 
effect of cuts on the b.o. draw, 
Kingsberg declared: “If 
haven’t got 5c, they haven’t got 
45c, so it’s not going to make any 


of the heap in first-run prices 
would have to be immediately re- 
flected in similar cuts ail the way 
down the line, to maintain the 
standard differentials. Result 
would be a serious decline in over- 
all receipts, he stated. 

Since a slight flurry of trim- 
mings took place in the face of a 
fall off in business last spring and 


those of the Paramount, State and 
Roxy, N.Y., were for early-bird 


difficulties of proving conspiracy. 
Alse that the Loew’s dates pro- 
duced poer results and circuits 
could point to that as good enough 
reason for not booking the film. 
As against that, however, is the 
surprise business recently regis- 
tered in Chicago. “Verdoux” did 
well in its first run at the RKO 
Grand, and then exceptionally 
strong in second run at the Jack- 


Film has run the gamut on re- 
views from the ecstatically lyrical 
to downright libels on the picture 
and producer. However, mitigating 
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of all admissions would include | in the one-reeler. If seléction prob- 
matinee prices, children’s prices | jem 


last week when the TOA privately 
charged that the MPAA group had 
unfairly beaten it to the draw by 
sending out a publicity release on | 
the- trailer and pub-rel campaign. | 
Meetings held late in the week | 
served to sthooth somewhat the 
rough edges on both sides. 


Both the production and exhibi- 
tion difficulties connected with the 
trailer are- back of the pub-ad 
men’s lack of enthusiasm for it, In 
regard to production, they see all 
kinds of headaches involyed in 
selecting the films-to be plugged 


is hurdled, then whose pic 
comes at the beginning, middle 
and end? And suppose the selee- 





(TOA wants an exhib panel), picks | 


five Metro films and one from | Richard W. Altschuler, James R. 
Paramount, for instance? Is Para-| Grainger, Albert W. Lind, Fred- 


some house operators have already 
let it be known they have no in- 
tention of showing the trailer. And 
if one exhib doesn’t show it, his 
competitor surely isn’t, because it 
will advertise the first man’s house. 


of piaydates can be obtained to 
make the expense and trouble 
worthwhile. 

In the meantime, however, the 
TOA retains its enthusiasm for the 
idea, and is prepared to go ahead 


they | on its own if the majors won't co- 


operate. It claims that it can guar- 


even on the first year, : 
have garnered valuable 


number of deals. N. Y. Daily News 
which will open WPIX; June 15, 
tentatively approached Warner- 


‘the Olympic film landing on EL’s 
shelves while U gets “Christopher 
”" starring Fredric 


"seo! March. 
| BEL GEODES @ HOMOLKA puitie | son Park. Subsequent dates were 
| Preduced by HARRIET PARSONS also good. Other films going to U are 


“Blanche Fury,” “Blue Lagoon,” 
“Dulcimer Street,” “The Passion- 
ate Friends,” “Daybreak,” ‘Snow- 
bound,” “One Night With ote? 





The pub-ad men are altogether | 
dubious that a sufficient number | 





mistie tone stating that the com- 
pany would show a profit despite 
economic difficulties both in the 


tinged his remarks with an opti- | 


U.S. and abroad. 
Attendees at the 


meet voted 


1,260,165 shares in approval of a 
proposed sale of a wholly-owned 
Rep subsid to a “mystery man.” 
represented. by a Brooklyn attor- 
ney, for a minimum price of $850.- 
000. Subsid is Consolidated Molded 


Products Corp., 


manufacturer of 


Plastics, and unrelated to the film, 


industry. Reason for 
underst 
feeling 


the sale, its 


, is parent company’s 
at for Consolidated to 


comtinue operations would require 


heavy capital investment, 


it’s unwilling to shell 


which 
out. 


Five members of the board were 
tion body, whatever it may be/| reelected for a three-year period 


during the _ session. 


color 


was gratifying, 
process was now “commercial,” and 
he hoped to add a third tint to the 
technique in the near future. 

Board meeting following 
stockholders’ conclave resulted in 
reelection of all current officers. 


They are 


. deis Be Enlarged There’s virtually no chance in | ™ount going to go steadfastly | erick R. Ryan and Yates. Latter, 

i 4 and newsreels until about six | Omaha Bran to ha the foreseeable oor he of any drop forth and advertise its competitor’s | who expects to leave for the Coast 

| motiths ago. Prior to that he ‘ _Omaha. , : films in its theatres? Sunday (18), also touched on Re- 
| d uiblicity staffer for One of biggest facelifting jobs |in admission prices, Malcolm : S Pee : 

| i} md ti an in town will be done on the build- | Kingsberg, RKO circuit topper, On the matter of exhibition, | public’s activities in color. He said 


that the firm’s progress on Tru- 


that the 


the 
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Murphy’s daily pix-radio column gates Hat a sulislent umber of 
pe jab Tem at centeme aap Sun- | difference.” houses will run the trailer to in- Phew 
He said any slashes at the top |sure success of the scheme. 
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Kansas City, ae 6. 
eA Independent eatre 
a of Kansas and Missouri is 
readying: a “pioneer banquet” de- 
“signed to honor industry veterans 
“who've been actively and continu- 
‘ously engaged in the film business 
-for a period of 40 years or longer. 
-Oldtimers will receive a “suitable 
token” of Allied’s esteem at a din- 
ner to be held in conjunction with 
the organization’s first annual con- 
. vention, slated to convene here 
-May 12-13. It’s planned to make 
the pioneer fete an annual affair. 
Meanwhile, Allied States’ na- 
tional prexy William Ainsworth 
has advised the local group that 
he'll attend the forthcoming con- 
clave. Other Allied regional heads, 
-including Col. H. A. Cole of Texas, 
Trueman Rembusch of Indiana and 
. Ray Branch of Michigan, are also 
expected, as is Allied general coun- 
_gel and board chairman Abram F. 
Myers. r 
_agenda will deal with adoption of 
by-iaws, election of a board for the 
‘coming year and alleged distrib- 
. utor abuses. 





ARMIT’s Convention 
Denver, April 6. 


Annual convention of the Allied 
‘Rocky Mountain Independent The- 
‘atres has been scheduled for May 

18-19 at the Cosmopolitan hotel 
here. Allied toppers throughout 
the country will sit in on the busi- 
ness sessions. Also announced last 
week was the appointment of 
ARMIT prexy John M. Wolfberg, 
“as regional veepee for National 
Allied to rep a newly-created 
western division made up of 
ARMIT, North Central Allied, Al- 
lied of Iowa-Nebraska and Ailied 
co? Kansas-Missouri. 


$8,000,000 Boost 


Continued from page 3 














Picture Assn. of America had done 
a fine job if $5,000,000 were re- 
alized from the ERP bill ance $3,- 
000.000 from the Smith-Mundt. 
Latter covers the “Voice of Amer- 
ica” broadcasts, into which the 
heaviest part of the coin is ex- 
pected to go. 
MPAA instituted the idea of get- 
ting films a divvy from both bills 
and has fought for the appropria- 
tions all the way through. ERP 
provides for repayment to Ameri- 
‘ean companies in dollars for part 
of their frozen monies abroad, in 
those countries where the media 
are supporting U. S. policy. Smith- 
Mundt provides for direct con- 
tracts under which Yank firms 
would distribute designated pic- 
’ tures (out of their own product) 
A svecific countries for the State 


Some highlights of the ERP bill, 
from the point of view of the pic- 
ture industry, are these: 

As the legislation is worded, it 

* apparently will not be retroactive. 
In other words, no money will be 
available against funds frozen 

- prior to the act going into éffect. 

No government help will be ex- 
tended to unfreeze profits. The 
assistance will cover only the share 
of the cost of the picture applica- 
ble to the country in which the 
coin is frozen. For example, if 
funds are frozen in Italy on a 
Specific film, it will be necessary to 

out how much of the cost, 
including prints (but probably not 
including negative), can be applied 
to Italy. Then the government will 
Pay dollars in this country for the 
lira blocked in Italy. 

ermore, the law is not to 
help Hollywood avoid normal busi- 
hess risks. It applies only to the 
Special problem of frozen funds. 

Primarily it will be the State 

Department which will be allocat- 

the dough. However, the Army 

Will also step in, since the compa- 

€s are expected to get back costs 

fevanced in the military occupa- 

on zones where the armed forces 
are >, come. 

mn the conference report, the 

compromise finally adopted, it was 

explained in part: 

eae Senate recedes on (agrees 

the provision as passed by the 
sirens requiring that when any 
be at is made under a guaranty, 
ome currency or credits in such 
pot ency in respect of which the 
aw was honored shall be- 

State the property of the United 

no 8. This provision will, of 

oti Se, apply only to the amount 

<i wee currency or credit in such 

in ency for which payment is 
ade under the guaranty.” 


It’s anticipated the meet’s } 


Best March B. 0. 


Continued from page 6 


went to “Knew Susie” (RKO), 
mainly because of consistently 
good, if not smash business shown. 


Best of runners-up for month 
were “3 Daring Daughters” (M-G), 
“April Showers” (WB), “Miracle of 
Bells” (RKO), “Voice of Turtle” 
(WB) and “Albuquerque” (Par). 


Of new product hinting future 
potentialities, outstanding at close 
of month appeared to be “The 
Search” (M-G), “Big Clock” (Par), 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), “‘All My 
Sons” (U) and “Mr. Blandings” 
(SRO). “Showers,” which only 
started out the final week of March, 
and “Bells” seem sure of being 
heard from this month. 


Showing made thus far by reis- 
sue of “Robin Hood” (WB) is one 
of the surprises of the trade 
although the cast names should 
have been the tipoff. Another 
strong reissue is “Bambi” (RKO), 
particularly during Easter Week. 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) still was 
getting nice money during March 
although its really sock showing 
was in February when it copped 
first place. 


“Bill and Coo” (Rep), which won 
a special Oscar, managed some 
nice money when launched Easter 
Week to cash in on juvenile trade. 
“Smugglers” (EL), which was in- 
clined to be spotty during the 
month, racked up solid biz in N. Y. 
“Sign of Ram” (Col), which started 
out slowly, showed up better on 
final dates of month. 

Definitely disappointing, as re- 
flected by past month’s showings, 
are “My Girl Tisa’”’ (WB) and “Ideal 
Husband” (20th). “Scudda Hoo” 





eral spots, did not get the smash 
coin anticipated in several play- 
dates. 





MPEA’S POLISH P.A. 


Warsaw, March 31. 
Edward Masweski has been ap- 
pointed pub-ad manager of Motion 
Picture Export Assn.’s office in 
Poland. 
He succeeds Dan La Roche, re- 
signed. 








(20th), which shaped nicely in sev-: 





9 out of 10 Screen, Stars 
are Lux Girls! 


“Lux Soap beauty facials 


bring quick new loveliness” 
says lovely Bette Davis 











PAR’S BID FOR FRENCH, 
BELGIAN 16M BUSINESS 


Paris, April 6. 

Paramount is making a bid for 
the business of thousands of 16m 
houses in France and Belgium by 
launching a block of 12 pix in nar- 
row-gauge distribution. It’s the 
first step taken by Par in Europe 
to. peddle 16m films to theatres. 
Entire program is being handled 
through the Paris office in regular 
distribution without setting up a 
separate force such as Metro has. 

All the films are at least one 
year old. No opposition from 
French exhibs is expected because 
16m distribution is traditional in 
this country. 

Only other spot in which Par 
is now releasing narrow-gauge pix 
in quantity is the Philippines. Pro- 


posal to handle the films similarly | 


in the Near East was weighed but 
has been definitely dropped. One 
reason impeding Par and other ma- 
jors is the terrific print cost, which 
is much higher proportionally than 
for 35m films. That’s due to the 
smaller rentals garnered in 16m 
bookings and also the fact that 16m 
projectionists are generally inex- 
perienced. Their bungling is said 
to exact a heavy. toll on prints. 


Goldwyn Shifts His Ad 
Agency Biz Back to FCB 


After a one-picture tryout of 
Donahue & Coe, Samuel Goldwyn 
last week shifted his advertising 
account back to Foote, Cone & 
Belding. Change-of-mind follows 
that of last summer, when FC&B 
lost the account to D&C for 
“Bishop’s Wife.” 

Commissionable billings to 
FC&B from Goldwyn this year are 
expected to amount to between $1,- 
000,000 and $1,250,000. They’ll de- 
rive from two films, the regular re- 
lease of “Best Years of Our Lives” 
and distribution of the new Danny 
Kaye film, “A Song Is Born.” 

One of the factors influencing 
the producer’s about-face was the 





fact that FC&B prepared the cam- 
paign for the original, upped-ad- 


mission release of “Best Years.” 


Metro sales veepee William F. 
Rodgers to switch from his former 
steadfast refusal to countenance 
domestic 16m distribution. 


Metro is expected to enter the 
field slowly in this country. Com- 
pany will probably tee off opera- 
tions first in Canada, where dis- 
tribution is under the jurisdiction 
of the domestic sales staff. R. 
Haven Fiaconer, of Loew’s Inter- 
national’s 16m department, recent- 
ly conducted a. scouting tour of 
Canada preliminary to the start of 
the program. Once Canada is 
rolling, Metro will then swing into 
operation in this country. 


Considerable adverse exhib re- 
action has already been voiced to 
preliminary reports of the 20th 
and RKO programs. Both Allied 
States Theatres and the Theatre 
Owners of America have moved 
the 16m problem near the tops of 
their respective agendas. Most 
vociferous opposition, of course, 
has come from independent exhib 
groups who, following their usual 
procedure, look upon this latest 
move of the majors as another at- 
tempt for the distrib companies to 
make more money at their ex- 
pense. 

In answer to this, the majors 
have followed various lines of ar- 
gument. All those going into ,>- 
mestic 16m distribution have guar- 
anteed that they’ll protect their 
35m customers by not turning out 
any’ films on narrow-gauge stock 
less than 12 to 18 months old. In 
addition, all 16m locations must be 
okayed by the local branch man- 
ager. Twentieth, which paced the 
majors into the domestic 16m field, 
has argued that the steady expan- 
sion of 16m distribution is impos- 
sible to stop; hence, regular exhibs 
can best be protected if the majors 
step in and raise the bars against 
so-called jackrabbits. 

RKO Also ‘Considering’ 

RKO, while not making a spe- 
cial pitch for theatrical distrib of 
its 16m product, will accept re- 
quests for such showings. All con- 
tracts, though, are subject to the 
protection guarantees. Metro is 








Continued from page il 


expected to offer still another ar- 
gument. Since the films to be re- 
leased via narrow-gauge stock are 
oldies, M-G will argue, any the- 
atre playing them will be in the 
position of a lower run operation. 
Thus, instead of there being three 
runs for an area, the addition of a 
16m installation will make for a 
fourth run on each film. That fac- 
tor, according to Metro spokesmen, 
has apparently been overlooked so 
far by the indie exhibs. 

All the majors, meanwhile, still 
hope to get their 35m customers 
to expand into 16m_ operation. 
Small-town exhib could substan- 


'tially increase his grosses by open- 


ing a narrow-gauge installation in 
a neighboring locality which is too 
small to support a 35m theatre, it’s 
argued. 
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MPEA Dutch 


Continued from page 7 == 











ate more profitably by going out 
and making their own deals, in- 
pendently of the Export Assn. 





Biz Slows 


The Hague, March 30. 

Pix business in Holland has 
slowed down steadily the past three 
months, especially in the provin- 
cial theatres. In larger cities, mat- 
inees have fallen off considerably 
and only very good pictures have 
chances for holdover. Feeling pre- 
vails that the good times for the- 
atres are now over and that exhibs- 
distribs must do a selling job on 
pix, as before the war. 

American pictures are still doing 
best at the boxoffice, followed by 
the English, though British-mades 
are up to 80% of American imports. 
French pictures have gone down. 

New amusement taxes (generally 
from 20% to 35%) are a big head- 
ache for the exhibitors, who prac- 
tically foot the increase, as admis- 
sion prices have been lowered. The 
Nederlandse Bioscoop Bond is pro- 
testing to the authorities, but till 





now without results. 
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Here’s a proved complexion care! In recent 
Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, ac- 
tually three out of four complexions became 
lovelier in a short time! 


Bette Davis, famous screen star, finds these 
beauty facials really work! She smooths the 
creamy fragrant lather well in, rinses, pats 
with a soft towel to dry. Don’t let neglect 
cheat you of romance. Take Hollywood’s tip! 


Another 
fine produet of 
Lever Brothers 
Company 
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‘ enter it on the F-C-B books. Adver- 


i pic ‘and the regular release of 











UAW-WCAR Clash 
Of Possible Red 


Stirs Up Charge 
‘Control of Union 





Washington, April 6. + 

Possibility of Communists gain- 
ing control of the CIO’s United 
Automobile Workers in some fu:- 
ture election headlined arguments 
at a Federal Communications Com- 
mission hearing here last week. 

The Detroit UAW local met the 

uve head-on in its contest with 

CAR, Pontiac, Mich. to use the 
1130 ke channel for a fulltime sta- 
tion in Detroit. 

Arthur Sharfeld, counsel for 
WCAR, reminded the FCC of tes- 
timony by UAW reps at an Octo- 
ber, 1946 hearing on the union's 
earlier bid for the 680 ke slot in 
Detroit. At that time, Allen Saylor, 
ex-radio director, testified a Re- 
publican or a Communist would 
have as much chance as a Demo- 
erat to work at the union’s pro- 
posed station. 

Emil Mazey, UAW secretary- 
treasurer on the stand last Thurs- 
day (1), punched home the success 
of new UAW prexy Walter Reuther 
in purging Commies in the union 
ranks and declared UAW would 
“definitely” not hire them at any 
of its AM or FM stations. He ad- 
mitted it was possible but “highly 
improbable” that any Communist 
would be elected to UAW office in 
the future. Morris Novik, public 
service consultant for the AFL’s 
International Ladies Garment 
Workers’ Union stations, has re- 
placed Saylor as UAW radio ad- 
visor. 

Testimony by Mazey, Novik and 
Victor Reuther, UAW education 
director who will supervise the 
Detroit operation, brought out the 
following: 

The International UAW has 
guaranteed loans up to $300,000 
and stock purchases of $160,000 to 
underwrite costs of a non-profit 
radio operation. Stock will later be 
made available to other unions in 
Detroit, although it is planned to 
sell only enough airtime to cover 
expenses. Time will not be sold for 
religious or controversial stanzas 
and the station is committed to a 
policy of providing equal time for 
all points of view. Station will not 
be used “for collective bargaining” 
but as part of “the union’s educa- 
tional program.” 


F-C-B In-&-Out 
On Pix Accounts 


Foote, Cone & Belding 
which resigned the §$ ,000 
American Tobacco account a cou- 
ple weeks back, is in the middle 
of some maneuvering of film com- 
pany accounts. . 

Recently F-C-B lost the $1,000,- 
000 Walt Disney billings to La- 
Roche & Co. agency. Hewever, the 
loss has just been cancelled out 
by F-C-B acquisition of the Sam 
Goldwyn account. Latter, amount- 
ing to approximately $1,250,000, 
actually represent$ a reinheritance 
of the billings. Last, fall Goldwyn 
moved it from F-C-B to Donahue & 
Co., and decided last week to re- 





tising will be channeled into the 
new Danny Kaye “A Song Is Born” 


Best Years of Our Lives.” 

F-C-B’s most lucrative film bill- 
ings are in the RKO business, run- 
ning in excess of $3,000,000. There 
have been some reports that RKO 
has other agency plans for the ac- 
count. To which RKO retorts: 
“We're doing very well, thank 
you.” a 

Meanwhile, the agency has just 
wrapped up a new $1,500,000 ac- 
count to partially offset loss of the 
American Tobacco business. New 
billings are on behalf of the Glass 
Container Manufacturers Institute, 
with advertising (non-radio), de- 
signed to promote use of glass con- 
tainers. 


WILKINSON’S FCC EXIT 


Washington, April 6. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission lost another of its top 
men this week when Vernon Wilk- 
inson, assistant general counsel in 
charge of broadcasting, announced 
his resignation to join the private 
law firm of Haley & McKenna 
here. 

Former FCC chairman Charles 
R. Denny brought Wilkinson into 
FCC from the Justice Department 





>] 
‘GO FM’ IN 6 WEEKS 
Cincinnati, April 6. 

Within six weeks, passengers will 
be hearing news, music, sports and 
weather reports as they ride in 
motor buses, trolley coaches and 
new PCC streamlined streetcars in 
Greater Cincy. Programs will be 
furnished by WCTS, FM station of 
the CBS and Times-Star affiliated 
WKRC. 
Contracts for the Cincy side of 
the Ohio River were closed last 
week with Cincinnati Street Rail- 
way Co. The service company is 
Radio Transit, Inc., a WKRC affili- 
ate. The Green Line, which oper- 


ates in two Kentucky counties op- 
posite Cincy and crosses the Ohio 
River to this city, signed several 
months ago for WCTS programs in 
its vehicles. Radio Transit, Inc., 
installs the receivers, several of 
which are placed in each bus, 
coach or car so that the volume 
will not be too high for riders’ 
comfort. 


Bess Claims 657, 





Biz Hike at WLIB 
Sharp change in programming 
policy at WLIB, N. Y., following 


Herman Bess’ moveover as com- 
mercial manager, is cueing indie’s 
bid for a spot in the business sun. 
Station, which never had a disk 
jockey, now has Art Green in two 
shows starting Monday (5), one 10 
a.m. to noon, titled “Crooner’s 
Corner,” other, 2 to 5 p.m., called 
“Musical Sportsreel.” 

Latter will carry baseball re- 
sults in season and is now incor- 
porating racing results, in a tiein 
with the Morning Telegraph and 
Daily Racing Form. Bess is also 
negotiating for name talent to ap- 
pear as guests on Green’s airers. 
Switch from longhair to pop policy 
is as radical a programming move 
as station has ever made. 

Bess claims new policy has al- 
ready paid off with a 65% hike in 
billings over previous week. 


AT LEAST AS STATION OP 
Washington, April 6. 

Alfred M. Landon, GOP Presi- 

dential contender in 1936, picked 


up his third standard broadcast 
station here last week when the 








Federal Commis- 
sion, authorized him to operate on 
1270 ke. only with 1 kw 
power in Li , Kan. Landon is 


already permittee of KTLN, Den- 
ver, and KCLO, Leavenworth. He 
identified himself in the FCC ap- 
plications as an independent oil 
operator of 20 years’ standing. 
Concurrently, Landon entered a 
bid at FCC for tele operation in 
Denver. Under monicker of the 
Landon Broadcasting Co., he ap- 
plied for channel 5 and pians to 
use a 16.9 kw visual transmitter. 


Sheldon Vice Ted Adams 
As Director of ‘People’ 


Rod Erickson, former WOR 
director now pro- 
the People” for 
Young & Rubicam, has raided his 
old stand for a new director for 
the show. Jim Sheldon, WOR ex- 
ecutive producer and program 
manager, will check out April 16 
to take over the directorial chore 
on “People.” 

He succeeds Ted Adams, who 
has resigned as of April 15, and 
plans a long vacation before re- 

radio activities. He’s been 
with CBS show more than six 
years. 


Except for some magazine writ- 
ing fot which he has commit- 
ments, Adams will loaf for three 
of four months at his place at 
Pawling, N. Y., then go to the 
Coast for a short time on personal 








im July, 1945. 


business. 





Delivers the News 


BOB PETRE 


KLZ does an exacting job of 
gathering and editing the news for 
the Denver area, then turns ft over 


to veteran newscasters like Bob 
Petre to deliver it to listeners over 


the air. 
KLZ, DENVER. 


ABC's 9.9 Whiy. 
Rating Tops CBS 
For First Time 


A table in the March 15-21 
Hooperating Pocketpiece, out last 
weel, con ed the best news ABC 
has seen. web was ahead of 
CBS, 9.9 to 9.8, in the total aver- 
ages of al] evening sponsored pro- 
grams. “This,” said ABC’ers, “is 
what we’ve been living for.” 

It’s the first time ABC has 
topped CBS in this respect, exce 
on the . 1-7 report, when the 
Louis-Wolcott fight jum e 
ABC average abnormally high. 

The March 15-21 beat, however, 
is no fluke. In proof, ABC execs 
point to the steady rate at which 
the rating gap between the 
nets has closing during 
past two years. On the 

CBS, 5 
7 





port in 1946, ABC trailed 
to 103. On the same report 
1947, the gap was narrowe 7 
against 10.4.. By March 1-7 this 
year, it was squeezed to 10.1 for 
ABC to 10.4 for CBS. 

Isn’t just on Hooperatings, 
either, that the race is proving 
neck-and-neck, ABC out. 
The Nielsen report for Feb. 15-21, 
also out last week, showed ABC 
with a commercial nighttime aver- 
age (6-11 p.m., Sumday through 
tes? of 11.4 against CBS’ 11.9. 


to CBS and NBC as “the only net- 
works.” 

ABC as yet, however, is quite a 
way from catching up with CBS 
and NBC in volume of sponsored 
evening time. CBS has 1,600 min- 
utes weekly and NBC 1,635 to 
ABC’s 865. 


Conte, Burns, Pat Bright 
4G Show Among Flock 
On Lester Lewis Agenda 


Lester Lewis Associates, package 
agency, has come up with a show for 
the Mutual net featuring John 
Conte from the “Allegro” legiter; 
David Burns from “Make Mine 
Manhattan” and Patricia Bright, 
nitery comedienne. Titled “Top- 
ical Times,” variety airer is being 
peddled for $4,000. Script is being 
handled by Mort Lewis, Larry 
Markes and Ralph Tollers, with 
Ward Byron directing. 

Two other shows just packaged 
by the agency include “America 
Closeup” for ABC. Show is 30- 
minute news roundup with Martin 
Agronsky from Washington, Bebe 
Daniels from Hollywood, Harriet 
Van Horne from N. Y. and Milo 
Boulton as emcee. Tab is $3,500. 
Other show is “Mr. Giveaway,” 
with Dennis James, which has been 
built as a summer replacement for 
agency consideration at $1,500. 








Tall Corn Net’s Rep Switch 
Chicago, April 6. 
Iowa Tall Corn Net of 15 sta- 
tios is between reps, follo the 
April 1 breakaway of Taylor, Howe 
& Snowden radio sales. 
Firm kissed off the account for 





so-called “policy reasons.” 


Wednesday, April 7, 1943 





Mobile, April 6. 
Broadcasters Assn. 
in a confab at Montgomery, Satur- 
day (3) urged that laws be en- 
acted to give radio stations greater 


The Alabama 


protection against libel and 
slander suits. A resolution asking 
for new state and federal legisla 
tion on this score was adopted. 


Thomas Martin, Montgomery at- 
torney, told the radio men that un- 
der existing laws and FCC regu- 
lations, radio has practically no 
protection against libel. 

He said that this is extremely 
true as to political speeches. 

Henry Johnston, newly-elected 
president, suggested a national 
campaign by the radio industry for 
equal protection against such suits 
with other advertising and public 
service mediums. 

The broadcasters passed a reso- 
lution in favor of the Johnson bill 
now before Congress. This meas- 
ure would restrict additional 
50,000-watt stations. 

Elected with Johnson were How- 
ard Martin, WALA, Mobile, vice 
president, and Lionel Baxter, 
WAPI, Birmingham,  secretary- 
treasurer. Directors chosen were 
Carroll Gardner; WABB, Mobile, 
and Howell C. Cobb, WBRC, 
Birmingham. 


Goody Ace Show 
To General Foods 


Deal appears practically set for 
General Foods to pick up the tab 
for the new Goodman and Jane 
Ace CBS comedy show, with the 
GF sponsorship, via Young & Ru- 
bicam, scheduled for a fall teeoff. 

GF has made a firm offer to the 
web for the “mr. ace & JANE” sit- 
uation comedy, currently heard in 
the Saturday 7-7:30 p.m. slot, with 
only the final signaturing of papers 
remaining. Client wants the show 
as replacement for the Fannie 
Brice Friday night airer on CBS, 
which it’s dropping because of 
budgetary cutbacks. Ace show 
would thus move into the Friday 
8-8:30 slot. 


Under the present arrangement, 
“mr. ace & JANE” plugs Army re- 
cruitment in a deal whereby the 
War Dept. picks up the talent tab, 
pawl network contributing the time 
cuffo. 


HARRY INGRAM QUITS 
AS ‘STORY’ DIRECTOR 


Harry Ingram, director of “The 
Big Story” for Pall Mail, has quit 
the show with the switchover of 
the account from Foote, Cone & 
Belding to Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles. His resignation was 
effective immediately. However, 
he’s remaining with F C & Ba 
few days longer to do some re- 
corded spots and clean up a few 
details 


When S 8 C & B took over the 
Pall Mall account, Ingram was 
asked to continue with “Big Story,” 
and agreed to do so on a freelance 
basis, which the sponsor okayed. 
Subsequently, however, the agency 
insisted that he join the SSC&B 
staff, so he resigned. 


Portending a Trend? 


Washington, April 6. 

FM boosters here are hoping ac- 
tion of Howard Hayes, licensee of 
daytimer WPIK, Alexandria, Va., 
won't be a t for other 
hard-pressed x 

Hayes, on the air since August 
with a class A FM station, WPIK- 
FM, silenced his FM transmitter 
last week with the flat statement 
that the future cf sound radio lies 
in television and he doesn’t intend 
to invest more dough in FM. 

Hayes maintained he can’t serve 
the area he wants to cover with a 
class A outlet and added he 
couldn't find a site for a class B 
operation. He dismissed a pending 














bid at FCC for metropolitan-sized 
FM facilities, 





of WIND, Chi, in cireulating a peti- 
tion entirely new stand- 
— geared to small station opera- 
NAB mail elections of 16 direc. 
tors, announced here last week, 
show nine oldies regaining their 
seats, with six new faces definitely 
assured a seat on the inner coun- 
cil. A runoff election is necessary 
to decide whether indie Cal Smith, 
KFAC, or William Witt, manager 
of CBS-KNX, both of Los Angeles, 
sem represent the 16th NAB Dis- 
ct. 

,Big speculation here on the 
Southern California fight is 
whether the votes for incumbent 
Bill Ryan, KFI, will be shifted to 
CBS’ Witt or to indie Smith. Elec- 
tion of Witt would give CBS sta- 
tions two members on the board, 
since Harold Fellowes of WEEI, 
Boston, is already represented. 
Smith's victory would augur vigor- 
ous representation for the Coast 
indies. Smith has served on the 
industry music committee and on 
the indies’ code committee, under 
Cott. He led the Pacific operators’ 
fight against the original NAB 
standards of practice on the 
ground they discriminated against 
the weewatter. In any event, 16th 

(Continued om page 40) 





AFRA Hits Back 





lution to join the campaign against 
Proposition No. 12, it also adopted 
a resolution to the effect that par- 
ticipation in any radio program 
the amend- 


taken by 
This statement is wholly : 
“The only issue raised by the 
complaint is the legality of AFRA’s 
action under its constitution and 
bylaws in suspending petitioner 
for non-payment of a $1 assess 
ment voted by the board of di- 
rectors and membership to provide 
funds for a campaign of public 
education to @efeat Proposition 
No. 12 which would have abolished 
the union shop in California.” 


> o 
Aylesworth’s Biog Soon 
“Men, Mikes and Money,” by 

Merlin H. Aylesworth, is the title 
of the 4-part series which starts in 
Collier’s next week. Ghosted by 
N. Y. News radio critic Ben Gross 
(dean of his craft) it gives the his- 
tory of radio from the earliest 
days. ; 
Aylesworth was first president 0 
NBC, later prez of RKO and _ also 
publisher of the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram for Scripps-Howard. He is 
now public relations consultant. 
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The Hucksters’: A 
* 
=ASequel 
Now that he himself strictly as a sideline kibitzer so far 
es the business is concerned, Emerson Foote, 
of Foote, & Belding, which has resigned the $12,000,000 
 chodeenhy cut loose last week with some fancy comment about Fred- 
A akeman 


eric Wi ’s “The Hucksters.” That's the best-selling nove! of 
fm ob ago and subsequent Metro film which typed Amer- 





Tobacco’s late prexy, George Washingion Hill, Sr.; satirized 

e and his F-C-B operation; lampooned the whole agency pic- 

ure in general, and portrayed its protagonist, Vie Norman (nee 

akeman, ex-account exec on Lucky Strike) as 2 guy who chucked 
ing for a principle. 

Until Foote’s adlibbed kickaround of the “Hucksters” last week, 
he had refrained from any comment on Wakeman and his book 

to say, once, ‘The only thing exposed by Mr. Wakeman’s 
is the state of his own mind.” 

But Foote last week really let loose, suggesting that any resem- 
blance to the Wakeman who handied the Luckies account and the 
fictional Vic Norman, who resigned for a principle, was purely coin- 
cidental. And despite the fact that “I have been somewhat disap- 

in Wakeman in certain ways,” Foote still feels he was right 

thinking him a smart guy. “Anybody who can make a half- 

million doliars through parodying his friends is a smart operator— 
on the record,” says the F-C-B prexy. 

Foote says Wakeman’s decision to scram his’ account exec job 
with F-C-B back in the summer of *45 may have been a money de- 
cision, “but not the way ii was written up about Vic Norman.” He 

id that since resigning the $12,000,000 American Tobacco biz, a 
fo of people have attempted to draw a parallel between this and 

akeman’s fictional exit from the account. “There is a certain 

arallel,” says Foote, “though I think a little strained, between the 
ketional Vic Norman’s departure from his account (though I can’t 
quite see pouring a carafe of cold water over a client’s head and 
throwing your last $10 bill in the East river .. . that does seem a 
little silly.) But there is absolutely no parallel between our firm's 
action and the exit of the live flesh-and-blood Wakeman. 

“Actually, it was while, in the summer of °45, Mr. Hill had been 
at his summer camp in Canada for about a month, and had been for 
that period out of touch with us, that Wakeman—being under no 
whatever—suddenly told me he was going to resign. 
.. . He said he hated to leave on such short notice but that he had 
no other alternative because a film company (Metro) had offered 











E 


im a contract at precisely three times the amount of money we 


were paying him.” 


As far as Hill’s reactions to the book were concerned, Foote says 
tebaceo tycoon treated it with contemptuous scorn—and no 
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had about 85% of the stockholder quaims about the two-web show- 
lined up to insure his con-| casing. in anticipation of some 
dominance. However, 01 | squawks from their affiliates. Lat- 
thet v0! the election, it’s reported |ter will be carrying the show in 
igh die Bi ce egticca To 4 (T acer ee ape i ge 
were “Nora” scri a morning 
etl tt dame fet k alice 
blow the roof off the Flemington | CBS recalls that when Procter & 
beard room,” as ome close ob-| Gamble some time back did a two- 
Server put it. network spread on “Road of Life” 





the book made about the same impression on Hill 
make if you went downtown and threw a spitball at 
of the First National Bank.” 
e k, rather than costing the agency billings, 
im a $500,000 account. 
i were soliciting the account, took pains to 
jient a copy of the ‘Hucksters’ and suggested the 
before making a change. Their client was so revolted 
Marquis ef Queensbury rules that they awarded 
is a very brilliant guy.”’ continued Foote. 
association here at F-C-B. He was an exceed- 

. | must say that since the publication of 


| 








“The incumbent agency,” 


“We 


it was faced with similar beefs. 
“Ma Perkins” is another P& G 
property that has been spotlighted 
via both networks. 

Originally Toni had planned to 








VIDEO SHUFFLES 
CCRAMBLE SCENE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The likelihood of duplication of 
the top gadio programs on televi- 
sion has brought in its wake some 
unforeseen developments which 
will have a vital‘bearing on many 
of radio’s standard broadcasters 





His Master’s ‘Voice’ 
Frank Sinatra came in for 





The pattern is already being set |! 
and even today some of the major | 
operators of network affiliate sta- | 
tions are apprehensive over what 
the future has in store for them. 
Broadcasters who for years have 
been solidly entrenched in the AM 
picture and reaping the rewards of 
their basic affiliation with 
and CBS, are frankly disturbed 
over a turn in events which may 


NBC | 


a novel variation on the man- 


bites-dog théme during a 
social visit to the office of 
Vincent Riggio, his “Hit 


Parade” boss, last week. 

It was the American Tobacco 
prez who pulled out a picture 
and autographed it for the 
“Voice.” 








find them losing their audiences 
to competitive operations. 


The scramble among the net- | 


works to latch on to red hot tele 
stations, regardless of whether 
they're affiliated with the AM 
operation, is throwing a fright into 
many a standard broadcaster. For 
they know now that, by continuing 
to turn a deaf ear to video's po- 
tentialities, they run the risk of 
losing their sound audiences to 
rival sight-and-sound broadcasters 
in their cities who, by virtue of 
their TV affiliation with the web, 
will be getting the duplicated 
shows and snaring the lion share 
of the audience. 

And apparently NBC wasn’t 
kidding when, even two years ago, 
it was cautioning its affiliates to 
“come on in,’ pointing out that 
unless they did so within a reason- 
able time it would have no recourse 
but to grab off the hottest facilities 
available in expanding its TV net- 
work. 

Inevitable Duplication 

The picture started to shape 
itself last week when CBS signed 
on WMAR-TYV in Baltimore as its 
second tele network affiliate. 
(WCAO is the web’s AM aifiliate 
in Balto). True, CBS hasn’t em- 
barked on a schedule of simuitane- 
ous broadcasting as yet. But when 
and if, as many believe is in- 
evitable, duplication gets rolling, 
WCAO, out of the tele picture, will 
find itself in the unusual predica- 
ment of losing its CBS audience 
to the competition. 

The situation becomes even 
doubly ticklish where network 
owned-and-operated stations are 

(Continued on page 40) 


Tums Looking 
For New Date 


Tums is shopping eround for a 
replacement for its Tucsday night 
NBC “Date With Judy” show. Not 
that the client or its agency, Roche, 
Williams & Cleary, are dissatisfied 
with the program or its rating (it’s 
still grabbing a fast 16 in the 8:30- 
98 segment). But it’s felt that the 
longtime-showcased program has 
outlived its usefulness and that a 
new show patterned to the re- 
vamped Tuesday evening NBC 
schedule and the Tums product 
could serve as a hypo for everyone 
concerned. 

While the move has been com- 
pletely voluntary on the agency’s 
part, NBC, it’s known, would also 
like to see a new stanza in the spot 
to follow the 8-8:30 Dinah Shore 
program, which goes in next week 
as replacement for Milton Berle. 
Following the Tums session, of 
course, it’s clear sailing for NBC 
on Tuesday, with the Amos ‘n’ 
Andy-Bob Hope-Red Skelton par- 
lay still paying off in the top 
Hooper brackets. 


CBS Sticks to Mystery 


CBS will probably fill the Sat- 
urday 8 to 9 p.m. span with an- 
other mystery show when “Sus- 
pense,” currently there, moves to a 
Thursday niche and onto the Elec- 
tric Auto Lite payroll. 











move “Nora” over from N to 
CBS, but last week also came 
through with a renewal of the NBC | 
time for the same show. 


The network had previously 
considered a variety idea for the 
fill. 


ReichholdPulls Out 


° ® 
Of K&E in Switch 
As Music Kingpi 
All is anything but quiet on the 
Henry H. Reichhold musical enter- 
prises front. The Detroit: plastics 
tycoon, who last January dropped 
his expensive sponsorship of the 
Detroit Symphony on ABC, has 
subsequently (1) pulled out of Vox 
Records, of which he was board 
chairman and 50% owner; (2) sold 
out the Carnegie Pops Concerts 
setup he inaugurated about a year 
ago; (3) pushed his 25c Musical 
Digest mag back to its old 50c tab; 
(4) closed his account with the 
Kenyon & Eckhardt ad agency and 
instructed another agency, Robert 
Orr & Associates, to explore pos- 
sible network slotting of the De- 

troit Symph for next fall. 

What’s behind the industrialist- 
impresario’s sweeping abandon- 
ment of ambitious plans for ad- 
vancing the cause vf fine music 

(Continued on page 40) 


‘Vox Pop’ Fills 


Travel Yen 


For what is believed the first 
time, a nighttime air production 
will be to Europe in 
its entirety for a series of on-the- 
scene shows. 

American Express, sponsors of 
“Vox Pop” on ABC, will pick up 
the tab for the Parks Johnson- 
Warren Hull junket to Paris and 
London. They leave next Sunday 
(11) by Air France, accompanied by 
producer Herb Moss, the show’s 
engineers and McCann-Erickson 
reps handling the American Express 
account. 


Two interim shows have been 
transcribed with the initial vox 





ca. Programs will be tape recorded 
and flown back to New York. 

American Express figures the 
European “Vox Pop” showcasing a 
natural for its travel cheques- 
tourist commercial plugs. 


SAMMY KAYE ORCH AS 
CH’FIELD SUMMER SUB 


Sammy Kaye orchestra will be 
the sole summer replacement in 
the Chesterfield “Supper Club” 
(NBC) this summer. Original 
thought was to have the Tex 
Beneke band share the series. 
Kaye takes over June 7. 

Perry Como and Jo Stafford ex- 
change originating points and 
broadcast period on the “Club” 
next Monday (12). Como is going 
to the Coast to do his M-G picture 
and Miss Stafford is coming east 
and will remain here until Kaye 
moves in. During the exchange 
period she will do three programs 
a week and Como two. 








With the acquisition of the Lucky 

Strike business, BBD&O becomes 
the No. 2 agency billingwise. The 
$10,000,000-windfall from the 
American Tobacco empire catapult- 
ed BBD&O out of fourth place 
over night and put it right after J. 
Walter Thompson, which heads the 
list with $82,000,000. About $15,- 
000,000 of that is billed out of 
JWT’s international offices. 
The LS coin gives BBD&O an ac- 
cumulative billing of $61,000,000. 
Young & Rubicam with its $59,000,- 
000 becomes the No. 3 agency for 
the first time in some years, and 
the next on the billings roster is 
N. W. Ayer, which controls around 
$53,000,000 in advertising. 

Normally the Lucky Strike’s ra- 
dio budget runs around $3,500,000. 
With that additional bankroll on 
tap BBD&O probably replaces 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample as 
the biggest spender for radio 
among agencies. 

Even with the departure of the 
residue of the Brown & William- 
son business, BBD&O will be still 
numbered among the very top buy- 
ers of spot time. The agency last 
year picked up the tabs for about 
$9,000,000 worth of it and the pres- 
ent estimate is the spot outlay 
should go at least $7,000,000 in ’48. 

Adding the Jack Benny show and 
“Hit Parade,’ BBD&O now shep- 
herds on the networks two one- 
hour programs, nine half-hour 
shows and a couple quarter-hours 
events. Talent and time on this 
lineup tallies well over the 
$10,000,000 mark. 


The present BBD&O network 
roster and the costs talent and 
material per program is as follows: 


Jack Benny ......... $25,800 
Be I. ede wince ol 15,000 
Theatre Guild of Air.. 15,000 
Fred Waring ......... 12,000 
Cavalcade of America. 8,500 
er eee 5,500 
Inner Sanctum ....... 5,500 
Christopher Wells .... 5,000 
Willie Piper ......... 4,500 
Armstrong Theatre... 3,500 
Let’s Pretend ...... - 2500 
King Cole Trio ...... 1,500 
Listening Post ...... 1,500 


The agency will end the trade 
speculation on the assignment of 
an executive for the Lucky Strike 

(Continued on page 40) 


Jolson Sticks 
To Music Hall 


Al Jolson will definitely retura 
in the fall to head up Kraft Musie 
Hall again. Factor in Jolson’s de- 
cision to stick with the Thursdey 
night NBC program is those week- 
in-week-out Top 15 Hooperatings, 
the comedian-singer that 
as long as that kind of audience 
continues to go for him, why in 
vite a tuneout? 

Tipoff as to Jolson’s own feel- 
ings about radio and the show is 
seen in his failure to take advan- 
tage of the stipulation in the origi- 
nal contract which permits him to 
lay off two weeks in each 13-week 
cycle. Thus far he’s stuck with 
every program. 

KMRE will have three New York 
originations on May 6, 13 and 20. 
There'll also be a May 27 Chi 
origination and one from Denver 
on June 3. Show returns to the 
Coast for the June 10 show. 


LaFrance’s Spot Ride 

General Foods is giving La 
France blueing a special announce- 
ment ride, starting April 12. It’s 
for six weeks and as many as 12 a 
week if the spots on the local sta- 
tion are deemed desirable. 

List covers about 30 markets and 














the buying is Young & Rubicam’s. 





F THE AM GODS 


LSMFT Billings Put BBD&O in No. 2 
Agency Spot, With $61,000,000 Biz; 
JWT Still Way Out in Front; Y&R 3d 
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‘How Y’ Gonna Keep ‘Em Away, NAB 


Laments as Convention List Grows 





Washington, April 6. + 


The National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers’ hopes of streamlining its Los 
Angeles convention down “for top 
management execs only” appear 
doomed judging by pre-registra- 
tions on file here for the May 17-21 


meet. 

Some 270 broadcasters, led by 
station men from New York, Cali- 
fornia. Texas and Ohio, have al- 
ready signed up. About the same 
number of early birds checked in 
this far in advance for earlier con- 
ventions which leads NAB to be- 
lieve the L. A. sessions will be well 
attended. Association execs, how- 
ever. are still banking on under- 
cutting the whopping 2,500 attend- 
ance of broadcasters and their 
wives who showed up at the Atlan- 
tic City sessions. 

Tentative agenda, released here 
over the weekend, divides the Con- 
vention into a broadcast manage- 
ment session (May 17-18) and an 
engineering conference (May 20- 
21), with no more than one round 
of sessions on the griddle at any 
one time. Most of the local head- 
aches, usually aired at the annual 
conventions, have been held over 
for District NAB meetings. 


‘Television, the Code and the Pe- 
trillo recording ban appear to be 
top-interest agenda items so far. 
Tele is getting most attention at 
the engineering parieys and code 
discussions will mark the opening 
and final day. of the confab, with 
the new: NAB Board due to adopt 
or reject the standards at a post- 
convention session, May 19. 

The sessions at the Biltmore 
hotel and theatre will open Mon- 
day, May 17, with greetings from 
California governor Earl Warren, 
L. A. Mayor Fletcher Bowron, KFI 
general manager Bill Ryan and 


William Beaton, prexy of the 
Southern California Broadcasters 
Assn. 


The Monday sessions will tee off 
with a panel on employer-employee 
relations, an address by Justin 
Miller, and an “all-radio presenta- 
tion” featuring Eugene Thomas, 
chairman of the NAB Sales Mana- 
gers committee, Vic Ratner, CBS, 
and Gordon Gray of WIP, Philly. 

General discussion on the code 
will consume the entire afternoon 
session of Monday, May 17. 

BMB, research and music prob- 
lems come up for airing Tuesday 
morning and a general look-see 
into the future for AM-FM, TV and 
fax in the afternoon. FCC Chair- 
man Wayne Coy is the luncheon 


Mpls, Mayor and Muny 
Officials Put on Spot In 
WDGY’s Info Quiz Airer 


WDGY has inaugurated a series 
of municipal “information please” 
quiz programs that put Mayor H. 
H. Humphrey and other city of- 
ficials on the spot every Saturday 
morning. Programs are broadcast 
from mayor’s office. Citizens are 
invited to air their complaints with 
Humphrey and city officials, either 
privately or on the half-hour radio 
program. 


Approximately 25 persons were | 
on hand in Mayor’s office for ini- 
tial session. Most frequently asked 
questions concerned city taxes and 
park board tree-trimming activi- 
ties. 

One woman: asked the Mayor 
why Sam Davis, former Communist 
candidate for governor, “an inno- 
cent man,” was “framed” by the 
police department, which arrested 
him last week on an assault and 
battery charge brought by a Univ. 
of Minnesota student who @lleges 
the attack took place during a 
campus meeting. The Mayor told 
her that a warrant had been is- 
sued for Davis’ arrest and that 
the courts would decide if he’s 
guilty. 

A man asked: “Why is there 
wide-open gambling in Minneap- 
olis?” The Mayor referred him to 
the police chief, who declared 
there has been no organized gam- 
bling here for “quite some time.” 
While radio program was only 
half-hour duration, questions and 
answers were continued for two 
and a half hours additional. Mayor 
and other officials have promised 
to “meet all comers” subsequent 
Saturday mornings. 


AFRA Chapters 
Huddle on Code 


Memberships of the New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco chapters of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
are meeting this week to vote on 
ratification of the revised code ne- 
gotiated last week by the networks, 








speaker, Tuesday. 

Tuesday business sessions and 
reporting of resolutions in the late 
afternoon will wind up the broad- 
cast-management end of the Con- 
vention. 


MEREDITH WILLSON’S 





GF SHOW TO ABC 


Hollywood, April 6. 


Meredith Willson will do a low- 
budget musical series on ABC next 


season for General Foods, as part 


of a realigned program setup for 
Jello. The plan is for the, dessert 


product to have three inexpensive 


shows instead of the one high- 


budgeted Fanny Brice stanza now 
on the air. The Danny Thomas 
Fmt he may be retained, but only 

its $7,000 price tag is unchanged. 


The Brice series, which i; pack- 
aged at $13,000 this season, is be- 
ing offered around at $10,000 for 


next fall, with no takers thus far. 


ABC Mulls Ex-Mutual 





‘Convict’ as Summer Fare 


Add to shows that may get straw- 


and already approved by the ad 
agencies, sponsors, package pro- 
ducers and transcription firms. 

The Chicago meeting, held Mon- 
day night (5), accepted the re- 
vised agreement, which provides 
for 742% increases for staff an- 
nouncers and sound effects men 
and retains the same scales for all 
actors and singers and for all com- 
mercial shows, and also calls for 
network “cooperation” in defining 
the bargaining unit for NLRB elec- 
tion for union shop. The San Fran- 
cisco local meets tonight (Wed.) 
and the New York and Los An- 
geles meetings will be tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night. All three are ex- 
pected to accept the agreement as 
negotiated. 

Both parties to the agreement 
expect the NLRB to accept the 
joint definition of bargaining unit, 
since it is regarded as in accord 
with both the letter and spirit of 
the Taft-Hartley act, the declared 
purpose of which is to promote 
harmonious employer-labor reja- 
tions. But if the NLRB were to 
disallow the mutual agreement on 
procedure for union shop election 
the whole situation would pre- 
sumably be thrown wide open. 





hat billing on ABC the Mutual- 
created documentary stanza, “I 
Was a Convict,” on which ex-cons 
were brought anonymously before 
the mike for a clinical analysis of 
what lies behind the commission of 
a crime. 

Series was on Mutual through- 
out 1946, starting as a 15-minute 
airer and later becoming a half- 
hour sequence. Dr. Edwin J. Lucas, 
executive director of the Society 
for Prevention of Crime, conducted 


‘Terry’ Kid Strip to Get 


Chicago, April 6 

Feature Productions last week 
signed to produce “Terry: and the 
Pirates” (Quaker Oats) for Sher- 
man & Marquette agency. Kid 
strip, packaged by ABC, has been 
suffering low Hooperitis. Tom 
Hargis will handle for FP. 


Feature Prod. Imprint 


the shows, which won a good deal 

of critical applause as grade A 

public service programming. 
ABC would revive the stanza, 
owever, under the title, “The 
minal Casebook.” 


Show is the third net airer to 
get the FP production imprint, 
Others are “Ladies Be Seated” and 
“Hint Hunt.” Latter is emceed by 
Chuck Acree, who, with Stu Daw- 
son, heads FP’s operations. 











HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 
It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 
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Scripters To Mull 
Action On Nix Of 
Agcys., Sponsors 


The Radio Writers Guild policy 
regarding NLRB certification will 
be reviewed by the membership at 
the annual meeting May 15. How- 
ever, any chance that the present 
stand will be reversed is consid- 
ered slim in view of last week's re- 
fusal of the ad agencies and spon- 
sors to agree in advance to condi- 
tions for such certification. 
Apparently the agency - sponsor 
turndown has healed a fairly seri- 
ous division within the Guild ranks 
on the question of certification. Be- 
fore approaching the agencies and 
sponsors for negotiations the Guild 
council and strategy committtee 
considered certification and subse- 
quently recommended a policy of 
avoiding it. This decision was ap- 
proved by the membership, but 
there was considerable opposition, 
particularly within-the New York 
chapter. 

Just before the next - to - last 
meeting with the agency and spon- 
sor committee, representatives of 
the Hollywood and Chicago chap- 
ters of the Guild planed to New 
York for a_ two-days-and-nights 
strategy conference with eastern 
leaders. After strenuous argument, 
it was decided to agree to NLRB 
certification provided the ‘ adver- 
tiser group would “cooperate” on 
definition of bargaining unit and 
on the scope of negotiations. 

In essence, the agency-sponsor 
attitude is that unless the Guild is 
certified by the NLRB there is a 
question whether it is legally au- 
thorized to represent the writers. 
The point is made that many of 
the sponsors involved have estab- 
lished_ policies of negotiating only 
with certified unions, and that it 
would set a risky precedent to deal 
with the Guild under present 
circumstances. These companies 
claim that they might become par- 
ties to an illegal conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade by making a con- 
tract with an uncertified Guild, 
and add that there’s also the mat- 
ter of clarification of the terms of 

(Continued on page 36) 


Army to Ace: Lay Off 
The Pres. Truman Gags 


Goodman Ace.got his first frown 
from the sponsor of his “mr. ace & 
JANE” program (CBS) last week. 
The Army, which pays for the 
show’s production costs, didn’t like 
the inclusion of a President Tru- 
man gag and ordered it eliminated. 
That necessitated Ace’s rewriting 
the fadeout scene. 

In this bit Jane remarks that her 
brother had got himself a job with 
the postoffice. Maybe, says Ace, 
he’ll marry the boss’ daughter. 
“You mean—?” rejoins Jane. 
“Yes,” answers Ace, “Margaret.” 


CAROLINA GABBERS ORGANIZE 
Raleigh, April 6. 

Plans are under way for a Caro- 
linas’ Assn. of News Broadcasters, 
accordigg to news director Gren 
Seibels, of WIS and WIS-FM at 
Columbia. 

Seibels said a meeting of radio 
newsmen would be arranged for 
some time in May to organize the 
proposed association for the co- 
operative gathering of news for 
radio stations. 
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Wednesday, April 7, 1948 


"From the Prodacion Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Curtain-dropper of “Suspense” series next Saturday (10) will be first 
air version of “Crossfire,” with original film cast... .Girt (their third 
child) born yesterday (Tues.) to the Henry Jaffes. He’s AFRA atty. 
CBS’ Dave Taylor dined in Berlin Monday (5) night with Gen. Lucius 
Clay....Bob Considine an added starter in CBS’ forthcoming basebal] 
documentary... . Mitchell Grayson, Robert Hudson, Paul Denis and Sey- 
mour Siegel billed on a radio panel at the National Conference of 
Speech Teachers April 15 at the New Yorker hotel. 


ABC shifting the Bill Speer-produced “Clock” from Thursdays to the 
7:30 Sunday slot ahead of “Stop the Music” starting April 25... . Radio 
Directors Guild will pitch a “strawberry festival” and cocktail party 
April 19, 4:30-7 p.m., at the Astor, with members of other radio guilds 
and unions invited. Arthur Hanna is heading up arrangements 
Norman Jay on the writing staff of “County Fair”... Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt’s flackery (Hal Davis, Herb Landon, et al.) moving to 219 East 44th 
....New snapshot subject at the home of Sy Friedman, NBC tele 
photog. It’s a boy, born Saturday (3). 


Arthur Mundorff, former CBS. producer, named manager of WWDxX 
the Passaic’ Herald-News’ new FM station... Jack Lloyd doubling be- 
tween his radio acting stints and a narration stint for an RKO-Pathe 
film....Les Tremayne pacted for a video film series by Corcoran Pro- 
ductions. Also doing commercials on a projected tele version of the 
Drew Pearson airer....Otto Brandt new eastern division manager of 
ABC station relations, succeeding Ernest Jahncke, who moved over to 
tele ...Tide mag led the Red-Faced Parade this week. In its story of 
the Lucky Strikeraccount shift, mag published a pic identified in the 
caption as being Vincent Riggio, American Tobacco prexy... It was a 
photo of Charles (Bud) Barry, ABC program veepee, whose “Stop the 
Music” show also was chronicled....Add zany giveaway gimmicks: 
Morey Amsterdam is giving away his services as a baby sitter for win- 
ner of essay contest on “Why I Think Morey Amsterdam Would Make 
a Good Baby Sitter,” now under way on his WHN matinee show, “For 
People Only.” 


Radio Writers Guild is inviting everyone in the biz to its cocktail 
party April 16 at the Old Nick (Knickerbocker Music Hall).... RWG 
prexy Erik Barnow planed yesterday (Tues.) to Jacksonville to speak 
before the meeting of southern health authorities on the U. S. Health 
Dept.’s current radio campaign against venereal disease... . Milton 
Berle sponsoring an Equity Library Theatre production (in which John 
Golden’s taking a hand) of Frank Craven’s “The First Year,” with radio 
actor Allan Stevenson in the lead role....Dick Haymes due in from 
the Coast Saturday (10) to air his April 15 and 22 shows from Gotham 
....Beverly Wills, Joan Davis’ daughter, has been pacted for a featured 
role in CBS’ “Junior Miss” series. 


Richard Ritter, who’s been handling ABC auditions, moved up to the 
web’s directing staff... .Bili Hamilton also a new ABC cue-thrower.... 
Tom de Huff shifted off the ABC director staff to the web’s tele depart- 
ment....“Take a Number” giveaway stanza and WAAT’s (Newark) 
“Second Honeymoon” audience participation show being talked of as 
afternoon strips on Mutual when Martin Block’s hour-long disk show 
checks out next July....Mary Caparelli, aide to Dorothy Leffler, head 
of Nee 4 ae division, engaged to Buffalo engineer-pilot, William Em- 
mett ° 


Maxine Keith is working on a tele package with the N.Y. Daily 
News’ station WPIX, involving theatre production. Series, tentatively 
titled “Backstage With Maxine,” will either be a half-hour weekly or 
15-minute, three-times-a-week show, with show business sponsorship 
.... Jacqueline de Wit, actress who quit the ether a few years ago for 
a fling at films (her latest is “The Snakepit”), returning to Gotham to 
see old friends and fill some radio engagements... . Ann Summers, CBS 
actress, will wed Robert Mann, CBS manager of program sales, late this 
month....WOR prexy Theodore Streibert on a two-week motor tour 
..«.Canada Lee pacted to emcee the new Lionel Hampton show tee- 
ing off on Mutual next Saturday (10)....Lionel Gamlin, BBC gabber, 
formerly heard on CBS’ “Yours Sincerely” transatlantic stanza, has 
British talent agent Al Parker looking over American air shows for 
one which Gamlin could adapt for BBC airing....As of last Thursday 
(1), WOR, one of the country’s best known stations, had been without 
a program director for six months....Patsy Campbell doing the lead 
in “Molle Mystery Theatre” Friday (9). 


Third Party’s convention won’t get as much radio and tele coverage 
as it might have. Efforts to have the confab scheduled in Philly, where 
the major webs will have full facilities set up, midway between the 
GOP (June 21) and Demo (July 12) powwows, were “frozen out,” ac- 
cording to a TP spokesman....Chuck Acree, emcee of CBS’ “Hint 
Hunt,” and Tom Moore, emcee of ABC’s “Ladies Be Seated,” have ar- 
ranged to pinchhit for each other during the next month so each can 
take time off, Acree to go water skiing in Florida, Moore to go cross- 
country flying in pursuit of a pilot’s licence.. .. John Stanley and Muriel 
Carr into “Young Widder Brown” cast....Robert Pollock and Grace 
Keddy new to “Backstage Wife”.... Florence Williams in “Rose of My 
Dreams”....Ray Johnson added to “Lorenzo Jones” roster.... With 
the Milton Berle program going off the air next Tuesday (13), Nat 
Hiken will write the Tallulah Bankhead series which the William Morris 
office is putting together for next fall. Fred Allen would welcome 
Hiken back as head scripter, or he could take any of several Coast 
pitches, but he wants to stay in the east and write his own show.... 
Aaron Rubin, co-scripter of the Berle stanza, will take an extended 
vacation....Fred Allen, who summered on the Maine coast for years, 
is undecided about vacation this year. He probably won't go to either 
Bermuda or Fire Island, as last summer. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Donald O'Connor strikes ABC as “big talent” and the net will pay all 
charges for an audition record in return for a 60-day exclusive on 

sales rights. Nick Keesly of the Sam Jaffe agency negotiated the deal 
and will also take his turn in the box... .George Fisher is back on the 
Columbia Coast skein with his cinema chatter to bait a sponsor. He’s 
been around hawking picture gab for better than 15 years and has 
rarely been without a bankroller....Edgar Bergen packs up Charlie 
and Mortimer next month for a program from Washington and two 
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from New York. Just likes to travel and give his writers new locale 
to work on....The four Crosby lads appeared for the first time with 
their illustrious pater in a record cutting last week of a skit in which 
Clifton Webb played a baby sitter....Don Searle and Jack O'Mara, 
ABC’s “power” boys, moved up to Frisco for a week and the fur must be 
still flying around the Golden Gate... .Qlin Dutra, golf great, will record 
52 “Golf Doctor” platters in company with picture and radio names to 
make duffers conscious of their faults....Gale Gordon, radio’s Apollo, 
was set as the father on “Junior Miss,” which gives him his fourth 
weekly show. He currently performs for Burns and Allen, “The Mc- 
Gees” and Judy Canova, He’s the hunk of man called “the actors 
actor” by Don Quinn. 



































Zuma Palmer drew a round of parties and a Hollywood Ad club 
salute for her 20 years as radio ed of the Hollywood Citizen News. Hers 
is the only sheet in town that devotes a full page daily to radio and 
she is highly respected for her fairness and exhaustive coverage of the 
news....C. E. Hooper and “Doc” Gallup around but not on the sam 
mission. Just as coincidental as an old Crossley....Frank Ferrin turne 


(Continued on page 38) 
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“DL Pilot Study Vs. Hooper Ratings 


Listening habits of D. C. citizens line up almost cheek-by-jowl 
with the top 15 audience-catchers listed in C. E. Hooper’s March 30 
cross-country poll. Fact warms the hearts of NBC research chief 


Beville and WRC research 
pase 9 of counting individual 


of course, tallies only radio homes. 
Here’s the way the capital audience rate their favorites: 


1. Jack Benny—280,000 listeners 

2. Amos ’n’ Andy—250,375 

3. Fibber McGee—244,675 

4. Charlie McCarthy—240,875 : , 

5. Fred Allen—238,975 recent years. 
6. Bob Hope—222,300 ‘ 

7. Mr. District Attorney—210,900 

8. Phil Harris—209,000 

9. Duffy’s Tavern—201,875 

10. Walter Winchell—188,100 

11. Red Skelton—185,250. 

12. Truth or Consequences—182,925 
13, Lux Theatre—176,700 

14. Godfrey’s Talent Scouts—164,350 
15. Great Gildersleeve—156,750 


Winchell and Fibber McGee rank No. 1 and 2 in Hooper’s 


poll, while two of his top 15—“My 
__don’t rate equally with the D. 
show and “Gildersleeve” chalked 


ton area but don’t show up at all in the nationwide Hooper tally 


of the 15 most-listened-to stanzas. 





Petrillo Wows Radio Pioneers: 


A 
a 


CEWATE HEARING 
GETS WNDER WAY 


Washington April 6. 


Washington, April 6. 


director Jim Seiler who used 
listeners in this area. Hooper, 





Reps of the clear channel broad- 
casters took the stand before the 
Senate Commerce Committee yes- | 
terday (5) to battle for their exist- | 


ion within the committee ranks, 
divided largely on party lines, ap- 
peared to be the clears’ only hope 
of killing a bill by Sen. Edwin 
Johnson (D., Col.) to break down 


stations. 


has received over 700 letters from 
broadcasters and radio-users favor- 
ing the Johnson measure. Hun- 
Friend, Irma” and “Bandwagon” 
C. audience. The Phil Harris 
up top ratings in the Washing- 


Shouse’s Experience 


Washington, April 6. 

James D. Shouse, prexy of 
WLW, Cincinnati, the only 
U.S. station with actual experi- 
ence in the 500kw field, told 
the Senate clear channel hear- 
ing today (Tues.) that during 
the five years (’34’38) the 
Crosley station was operating 
with super-power, no wee wat- 
ters were put out of business 





‘The Guy's Sensational Is Verdict 


By DICK DOAN 


Old sparring partners of radio’s 
labor front, had themselves a love 
feast last Thursday (1) night. It 
was the annual banquet of the 
Radio Pioneers. Music czar James 
C. Petrillo was their top guest, and 
if he and they were remembering 
it was April Fool’s Day as they 
melted in mutual affection, they 
didn’t bother to say so. The af- 
fair, highlighted by an unsched- 
uled, hair-lettmg-down talk by 
Petrillo, was a network office topic 
next day and did more than_a little 
to win friends for the American 
Federation of Musicians boss in 
generally hostile circles. 


Petrillo, vowing when he arrived 
he was in no mood to speechify, 
got up upon introduction by retir- 
ing RP prexy Mark Woods and, 
thumbs hooked in vest, had him- 
self a fine time telling jokes and 
kidding his recent negotiations 
with the networks. He tossed beu- 
quets around to web brass -gener- 
ally as “fine fellows” and pointed 
out that he had been “misrepre- 
sented in the industry and to the 
world.”” Woods had just railroaded 
through, with no dissent, an elec- 
tion of new Radio Pioneer officers, 
and Petrillo cracked that he'd be 
“investigated by Congress for 
years” if he conducted a union 
election this way. 

Regarding the new network pact, 
the AFM boss opined that “in the 
windup we all got what we wanted. 
We gave them FM. What the hell 
Sood is FM? Nobody’s using it! 
We gave them music on tele. Every- 
thing we gave them for nothing. 


' 


in WLW’s coverage area. In 
fact, their business grew. 

As for fears that smaller 
stations would lose their net 
affiliations if certain clears got 
super-power, Shouse testified 
that during the period of 
WLW’s 500kw operation, small 
stations in the WLW area con- 
tinued getting web affiliations 
at the same rate as stations in 
other parts of the country. 

Shouse’s blow-by-blow ac- 
count of WLW’s 500kw experi- 
ence emphasized the clears’ - 
major pitch: that super-power 
doesn’t extend coverage partic- 
ularly, but merely improves 
the signal in rural areas. 


<A ONE RN A MEN 


dreds of other letters have been 
forwarded directly to Congression- 
al offices in what looks to be the 
biggest pressure campaign evér 
exerted in behalf of radio legisla- 
tion. 

At the outset of the hearings, 
however, it became apparent that 


e 
Nix, Moves Mutual scis's.0i.2ecees,szsse 
(R., N. H.) had the support of the 
e . Demos but not the GOP solons on 
his committee. Senators Owen 
Brewster, of Maine, and Homer 


Capehart, of Indiana, made no 
Mutual’s plaguing difficulty in bones about their displeasure with 


getting WOR (N.Y.) airing for its | Gop’ sone ae ce rns. 


Bulova Stubborn About 
Academy Awards Setup 


Hollywood, April 6. | 
Undeterred by rejection of the | 
Motion Picture Academy of Arts | 
and Sciences of his $50,000 offer 
te exclusive broadcast rights of the 
Academy Awards, Alex one, | 
Bulova public relations topper, | 
said he’s back with another offer. | 
He said Bulova is determined to 
sponsor the event. 


Jean Hersholt, Academy prez, | 
wouldn’t venture an _ opinion | 
whether the new board, due to be | 
elected in May, would turn down | 
the offer. 























| Shows has again cost the web a/Maine, and Clyde Reed, of Kan- 


hunk of billing coin. The United |sas, showed no disposition to sup- 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- | P°'t Tobey. 

ers of America is moving its Ar-| Committee’s Sharp Wrangling 
thur Gaeth news commentary and Committee wrangling developed 
interview stanza over to ABC. at the outset over Tobey’s insist- 


ence in what is conceded to be the | 
most important radio hearing of | 


Strong rift of opin- | Strawhat Status for Borden radio-home — program listening 


| 
} 


' 


the favored channels and clamp a | show, ug 
50-kw power ceiling on all U. S. will continue in that period until |minded by WRC Research Director 


For the Commerce Committee | to its afternoon status. 


NBC-WRC Comes Up With Unique 
D.C. Poll on Individual Liking: 
Technique To Be Used Elsewhere 


Washington, April 6. 
Results of the first radio poll to 
come up with complete figures on 
|individual—rather than family or 





— > 


‘County Fair’s’ Nighttime 


| were unveiled here last Friday (2) 
“County Fair,” Borden’s Satur-|by NBC-WRC. Survey covers pro- 
day afternoon CBS show, will move | gram preferences of all persons 17 
into the evening slot currently oc- | years or over living within the Dis- 
cupied by Mark Warnow’s Borden |trict of Columbia. The unique 
starting July 21. “‘Fair” |polling technique was  master- 
Sept. 8, after which it will revert |\James Seiler working hand-in- 
|glove with his boss, NBC research 

the \chief Hugh Beville, Jr. 
show Individual diaries were kept by 
; .~ ja precision sample of 810 D.C. resi- 
place the Warnow session starting \dents for seven-day periods rang- 
April 21. Cast will have Thomas |ing from Jan. 15 through March 1. 
L. Thomas, Mary Martha Briney, | Happily for NBC, 12 of the top 15 


Felix Knight, and the Edward | program winners, headed by Jack 
Slattery orch. : _|Benny and Amos ’n’ Andy, were 
Both replacements for the War- | national airers. ABC’s Walter Win- 


now show will emanate from New | chell showed up in 10th place, 
York. Warnow who did the show | while CBS’ Lux Radio theatre and 
from the Coast, has been ordered | arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts 
by his physician to rest for a Mini- | pated 13th and 14th with local fans. 
mum of three weeks at the Cedars |No non-network stanzas showed up 
of Lebanon ‘hospital, Hollywood, |in the top 15 program favorites. 
following a heart attack Saturday | Study is unique in that it came 
(3). Remaining sessions will be |yy) with complete records of in- 
batoned by his arranger Gus | qividual listening done both inside 
Levine. and outside the home. As such, it 
represents a refinement over the 

9 * Hooper tally on family listening 

Mi lle AG Satir and the Neilson poll which dis- 
69 S e covers programs are heard but not 
which members of a family unit 

‘ e 9 |are listening to them. Seiler em- 

On Walking Man to find answers to the following: 
1. How many people are actually 

© listening to a specific show? and 2. 

N d Af f What kind of people are they? Be- 
xe er S ville described the Washington 
pilot study as “the most advanced 

Proposed e®ploitation stunt for |™ethod yet devised for measuring 
the Molle “Mystery Theatre” se- i the actual number of individuals 


“Your Song and Mine,” 
Frank Hummert-produced 


via Air Features aegis, will re- 








ployed the new research technique 
ries is apparently slated for the | listening and the age, sex, occupa- 


junkpile as a result of squawks | tion and education of the audience 


by Ralph Edwards. The owner-m.c. |f0 any 15-minute period.” 

of “Truth or Consequences,” also Going Inte Other Towns 

on NBC, bleated to Niles Tram- Use of personal interviewers to 
mel, network prez, on the ground |place and keep check on _ the 
that Molle’s projected “Shaving |diaries with the resulting expense 
Opa i of satire of his |make the technique impracticable 
“Hush” and “Walking Man” gim- ( i 

micks, would damage his “Laugh- eames oes eek ea 
ing Lady,” which is being readied 





‘for next fall. = ae 
Molle’s “Shaving Man” contest, 


with a $25,000 giveaway, with a let- 
ter gimmick on “Why I like Molle 
shaving cream,” was to have been 
a gag for publicity and mail pull,. 
with Fred Allen obviously the un- 
known man to be identified. 


WU Abandons Revised ee ee 
Rate Setup for “Taping”. |2on™ ctl cud start 
Regional Web Ballcasts aa a sheen pe Harris — 


Budget Snarl 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Fitch, sponsor of “Bandwagon” 
on NBC, and Phil Harris are re- 
ported in a hassle over 








(pause The union was not in any way 
They said, "Patrille teace afamart | dissatisfied with the Mutual deal— | 
guy!” ‘ the 7:30 p.m. Wednesday stanza has | 
By this time little J. Caesar P. | 2. current rating of 3.7, which beats 
had the small gathering, less than “Newscope” and Henry J. Taylor— | 
100 but topheavy with industry but UE pointed out that the pro- 
iggies, roaring at every remark | ™am simply had to have adequate 
and gesture. And he was relishing | 4iving ae eT Y. ee on | 
area, where a large segment o 
(Continued on page 36) members is concentrated. 


(WOR declined to clear the) 
TALENT FORMAT SWITCH Gaeth stint on the ground that the | 
, station had. more than enough | 

SEEN commentators now. Station until | 

IN SHORE SHOW recently aired a Carey | 

With the D - |}commentary at the time aet was | 
usic” a ee gy on, but now has a “Labor Speaks” | 





CBS : series in the period. Mutual suc- | 
Berle _ og | Res mgr ge ceeded in “farming out” the’ UE | 
uesday at 8 slot,| stanza to indie WMCA, but the | 


there’s j : 

Cal om likelihood that the musSI- | union felt WMCA’s 5kw was a poor | 

format revigon ieee sanastig sub for WOR's 50k | 
(Mutual also was unable to get | 


In addition to Miss Shore, pro- | Colonel McCormick's WGN in Chi- | 








sram also spotlights Harry James | C880. however, carried the UE pro- | 
bee Johnny Mercer, but who would | gram.) 
pe is the basis of current! Gaeth, a Headliner Award win- 
os canary ner for his coverage of the Nurem- | 
mate} it +e at approxi- | burg trials, will take his show over | 
rent msi, ) a week, has a cur-| to ABC April 19 for airings Mon- | 
ooperating of 7.7, with the | days at 10 p.m. He was a staffer at | 


too happy over the audience | probably will be officially annexed | 
to ABC’s news staff. | 








ence that opponents of the bill be Chicago, April 6. 

heard first, his refusal to release Western Union has dropped the 
letters received by the committee, | idea, at least for the coming sea- 
and charges by Clear Channel | son, of introducing a new rate set- 
Broadcasting Service counsel Louis | up for regional baseball networks 
Caldwell that the hearing was / which takes its tape reports from 
sparked by Ed Craney, Montana | baseball parks. According to the 
broadcaster and radio mentor of | explanation the Midwest Baseball 
ex-Sen. Burton Wheeier. Caldwell | Network, which feeds the Chicago 
declared the hearings were rigged|Cubs games to some 30 outlets, 
by Craney, who has six stations, got yesterday (Monday) the wire 
and backed by John Shephard, of |eompany had meantime discovered 
Yankee Network, and the Cowles | that the tariff scales it had on file 














Broadcasting Co. These multiple-| with the FCC would not permit 
station operators, he claimed, hard-| such an increase. 
(Continued on page 36) Under the old setup WU fed the 
reports to the web for a straight 
fee of $30 per game and the net- 

1 work had the privilege of relaying | 

S ? the stuff to as many stations it 

/ chose without extra charge. The | 

. revised plan was to charge $26 for 

CBS Show Fading each station on the link. 
WHODH in Hub Preems FM 
Hollywood, April 6. Boston, April 6. 

Old Gold is understood planning; WHDH, Hub indie owned and 
to drop the Frank Morgan-Franees | operated by Herald-Traveler, hit 
Langford-Don Ameche show at the | the air this week with FM. Beam- 
end of the current cycle. The rat-|ing it from its own studios in the | 
ing (currently 8.0 Hooper) is| Paine Furniture building near the | 
figured insufficient to justify the | Statler at 1,000 watts until new | 





ries airs Friday nights on CBS. finished. Programs are dupes of 
Lennen & Mitchell is the agency. AM schedule. 


'day night period on CBS. 


MCA to get the show’s cost down 
to below $10,000. 


It’s understood Harris has de- 


clined to institute the requested 


cuts and is holding to the current . 


price on the premise that the pro- 
gram’s rating justifies the payoff. 
Unless a compromise figure is 
reached there is likelihood that 
Fitch will wash out on the show at 
the season’s end and have a new 
a in the fall acceptable to 
BC. 


BAKER RETURN LIKELY 
FOR BIOW QUIZZER 


Phil Baker, who has been off the 





| airlanes since Garry Moore took 


over his emcee role on Eversharp’s 
“Take It Or Leave It,” has a new 
quiz show which was auditioned in 
New York Sunday (4) for the Mil- 
ton Biow agency. 

New Baker quizzer is being 
mulled by Biow as a possible suc- 
cessor to the Dinah Shore show for 
Philip Morris in the 10 o’clock Fri- 
Miss 
Shore moves over to NBC Tuesday 
nights for the ciggie outfit. 

Biow had _ also _ considered 


noe: Philip Morris, reported as | Mutual, but is being released and | $17,500 weekly talent outlay. Se-! transmitter, not yet under way, is|as an alternative picking up the 
Goodman-Jane Ace comedy pro- 
. gram for Philip Morris. 
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Westinghouse Into NBC Tele Pool 





Westinghouse Electric, 
helped form the basis of NBC’s 
radio web by linking its pioneer 
AM stations to the NBC network, 
is finally following through in the 
web's television plans. 

NBC has arranged to bring the 
outfit in on a pool arrangement 

ith Philco in operation of WPTZ, 

hileo-owned station in Philadel- 
hia. Working agreement, which 
as tied WPTZ to the NBC east 
¢oast video web for the last two 
years, expires next month. West- 
m@ghouse will be brought in at that 
ime on the assumption of both 

C and Phileo that it’s better for 

big-league AM station, such as 
Westinghsuse’s KYW in Philly, to 

ue into video than for an out- 
FF ke Phileo, with no AM ex- 
rience, to try to go it alone. 


Entry of Westinghouse into the 
Wac operation will give it two 
C tele affiliates. It has already 
oe leted construction on _ its 
-TV in oston, which is 
glated to take the air within the 
ext couple of weeks. esting- 
ouse was P py with only the Bos- 
ten station’ in the race for video 
applications for the key cities, 
ace it was still experimenting 


With Sharing of Philco’s WPTZ 


which ¢ 





Orsatti Agency Packages 

é ’ be 

16m ‘House’ for Video 

Hollywood, April 6. 
June Preisser and Jene(cq) Rey- 
nolds will handle leads in tele- 
vision package deal set by Orsatti 
Agency with Bell International Pic- 
tures. 
Deal calls for 13 16m shorts en- 
titled “Harmony House.” Series is 
being packaged for Martel Model 
Agency for 15-minutes once weekly 
telecasts. 


Armstrong's Eye 
On Color Video? 


* Washington, April 6. 
Maj. Edwin H. Armstrong, in- 
ventor of frequeney modulation, 
today (Tues.) asked FCC to grant 
him a license to operate an experi- 
mental television station at Alpine, 
N. J., site of his super-powered 
FM experimental stations. He 





uring the\ time the race was on pooh to operate in the a 


ith such technical work as CBS 
lor tele, stratovision (method of 
tworking tele shows via air- 
anes), etc, 
Westinghouse’s three pioneer 
M stati eee mong t Test 
join the N radlo web. These 
luded, in ition to KYW, 
urgh’s KDKA and Boston’s 





Metopera Telecast Nixed 
By Don Lee on Coast; 
KTLA Now Negotiates 


Nollywood, April 6. 
Ap offer to televise the Metro- 
litan Opera at Shrine Ayditorium 
Lat.) turned down by Don Lee’s 
KAO but it’s understood that 
TLA’s Klaus Landsberg is nego- 
tiating with Met officials for the 
telecast of operas. 
Willet Brown, veepee of Don Lee 
et, said the rejection was due to 
ical difficulties which would 
militate against acceptable produc- 
tion. He said the position of cam- 
eras would be at such a great dis- 
tance that it would be impossible 
to present a good picture. 





band (480-500 megacycles) on 5 
000 watts. 

It’s the 7“ 

application the F‘¢ 
in a long time, althou 
mental stations have FCC authori- 
zation, all ip the “upstairs” fre- 
queneies. FCC offieials estimated 
about 10% of them are experi- 
menting in color video, and there 
was immediate s ulation that 
Major Armstrong might have plans 
in this direction. 
Three additional applications for 
commereial li were filed 
during the week: Frank Gannett 
Newsy . Albany, for channel 
2; Boo ewspapers (which have 
a number of AM stations in Michi- 
an), for el 11 in Flint; 
acksonville Broadeasting (‘WPDQ) 
for channel 6 in Jacksonville. 


Strictly for Longhairs, 
Verdict on Coast After 
Initial TV of Symph 


Los Angeles, April 6. 
Cc cal mu is still for the 
lo airs, and that goes for tele- 
vision, too. 
Memorable it was and an historic 
milestone was reached in Coast 


rimental tele 
has received 
20 experi- 








D.C. DAILIES YIELD ON 
TV PROGRAM LISTINGS 


Washington, April 6. 

Town’s four newspapers 
have capitulated to public and 
radio station pressure and are now 
earry daily tele program logs as 
a “public service.” The Evening 
tar, licensee of WMAL-TV, was 
e last newspaper to inaugurate 
free vi eo listings. As a result, 
WNBW stopped shipping out 
weekly schedules of its tele airings 
tive Friday (2), Dumont’s 
G stopped the service several 
months ago because of the expense. 
Although the dailies are now 
lugging video along with AM, they 
still giving only “highlights” 

on loeal schedules. 
Meanwhile, the Washington Post 


has dropped its local Sunday radio: 


column authored by Sonia Stein, 
while the Scripps-Howard Daily 
News after several months without 
radio ed has debuted a “Dial 
atter” column under Jack Hard- 
esty’s byline. Evening Star sports 


video when Don Lee’s W6XAO “for 
the first time west of Philadelphia” 
televised a 10nic orehestra, 
but it’s doubtful if those of the 17,- 
000 set ee and their guests in 
this area will be back for a second 
helping. That is, if there’s any- 
thing worthwhile on the town’s 
other going station, KTLA. As a 


(Continued on page 38) 


WGN; Chicago, Tecoff 
~ Milestone in Midwest 
Tele With Lavish Show 


Chieago, April 6. 
Teeoff on WGN-TV Monday (5) 


night added new dimensions to Chi 
tele and gave many of the area’s 
17,000 set owners the best glimpse 
to date of video’s vistas. Local 
screens for first time carried an 
array of top talent equivalent to 
radio nighttime shows, backed, also 
for first time, by full orchestra. 
Preem goes down as milestone in 
midwest tele. 

There were of course flaws, rang- 
ing from momentary loss of picture 
at outset to occasional mishandling 
of cameras. Failure of one of three 
cameras in the latter half of a two- 
hour show, which originated before 
an invitation audience in the main 
WGN studio, also worked against 
deft lensing of mobile acts. But 
these were minor in an overall job. 

Program opened with Jack Brick- 
house interviewing celebs at the 
studio entrance, then it switched 
to terse bon voyages by Mayor 
Kennelly, Gov. Dwight Green and 
Sen. C.. Wayland Brooks. Col. Rob- 
ert R. McCormick, publisher of the 
Chicago. Tribune and owner of 
WGN-TV, failed to give a skedded 
speech because of temporary in- 
disposition. ‘ 

Variety bill, emceed by Lee Ben- 
nett, included the Dorothy Hild 

ancers. Tito Guizar, Rosalind 
Courtright, Sensationalists, Georgie 
Gobel, Bob Hopkins, Gil Maison’s 
animal act, Mauriee and Maryea, 
Two-Ton Baker, MeCarthy and 
Farrell, and Bruce Foote. Orch 
was directed by acer Tr ndler. 

Lavish scale of teeoff production 
raises the point—what’s left for 
an encore? Baxt. 


Television Reviews 


THE SWIFT SHOW 





With Lanny Ross, dra Gahle, 
Martha Logan, Cooley, 
others 

Producer: Coole 

Direetor: Tom rt hinseon 

Tech. director: States 

30 ; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 

SWI & CO. 


WNBT—NBC, N. Y. 
(McCann-Eriekson) - 


After almost a year as a Friday 
after-lunch program starring Tex 
McCrary saat Jinx Falkenburg, the 
Swift show has moved up to a 
Thursday evening half-hour on the 
NBC web. Reason for the move is 
hard to figure, since the show is 
stil? slanted mainly at the house- 
wives. Now that it’s being aired 
at night, though, MeCann-Erickson 
producer Lee Cooley has wisely 
dressed it considerably. Format 
remains pretty much the same but 
the production ingredients have 
been strengthened. 

Tenor Lanny Ross has replaced 
Tex and Jinx in the emcee role. 
His singing voice on the night 
caught (1) was good, but he needs 











(Continued on page 34) 





lnside Television 


Reduction in the price of television sets to that of a small radio 


- MONOPOLY’S SHADOW — 


Western Union seems intent upon 
itself, A quarter of a century ago 
ecntemporary, Postal Telegraph, were both considered as a 


poe history re 
and its then telegraph 


lterna. 


tive service-line providers for-the infant radio industry. AT&T ran 


away with the show. Whether this was luck, 


muscle or superior 


brains and initiative, and the contrary elements on WU’s side is 
anybody’s guess. It’s important now only because for years radio 
broadcasters (some of them the same men who are now about to 
become TV broadcasters) complained that with the Bel] System 
having the only facilities, the local radio station was always at the 
mercy of the utility as to what kind of service he could get and how 


much he had to pay for it. 


Today there is talk among radio men that WU’s chief 
is in goading AT&T into faster action in laying coaxial 


usefulness 
cable, pro- 


viding microwave relays and so on. But such snap judgment may 
discount WU, and from the standpoint of a healthy condition of 


real competition in the basic as well as the program phases 
it’s to be hoped that the telegraph combine can find th 
the drive and the knowhow to stay in the picture. 


of TY, 
€ capital, 


There are already too many hints that television, because of its 


limited spectrum-space (only 13 channels) 


» May be dominated by 


all too few interests. Already the SRO is up on applications in 
many of the leading markets. Thig at a point in history when the 
industry is just getting started (despite flurries dating back to 1930 
and before, which may now be regarded as mere engineering 


experimentation), 


The new trade will be wise to 
“opposition” to AT&T so that in 


watch and if possible encourage 
years to come there will not be 


TV protest committees as there were radio protest’ committees of 
the kind Clair McCullough and the Mason-Dixon group formed just 


before the war. 





KFI TO START TELE 
STUDIO CONSTRUCTION 


Hollywood, April 6. 


KFI, NBC’s Los Angeles outlet, 
is breaking the ground for strong 
television pitch on April 15 when 
station starts erection of one-story 
video studios. 


Station leased frontage immedi- 
ately south of its Vermont avenue 
studios on Friday (2) and will build 
studios which will completely cov- 
er the leased 50 x 135 foot area. 

Present plan calls for one 45 x | 
70 foot studio, office space for | 
supervisory production and en- 
gineering personnel, dressing 
rooms, control room, clients’ view- 
ing room and projection booth. 
W. B. Ryan, KFI general manager, 
expects the structure to be com- 
pleted early in June. i 


DuMont Names Barrett 
To Station Relations Job 
In Bid for Affiliates 


DuMont network, indicating that 
it’s not to be left behind in the 
race for affiliate stations, has sign- 
ed Halsey V. Barrett as manager of 
its newly-created stations relations 

rtment. Barrett was formerly 
S tele’s sales promotion mana- 
ger. 

DuMont now has owned-and- 
operated stations in N. Y. and 
Washington and only two weeks 
ago broke ground for its third out- 
let in Pittsburgh. Applications for 
stations in Cleveland and Cincin- 
nati are pending with the FCC un- 

1 the Commission decides whether 








aramount must divest its stock 
interest in DuMont. 


All Presidential 
Candidates on One 
Television Show? 


Television viewers may get a 
chance to see all potential Pres- 
idential candidates arguing their 
platforms on a single show. That’s 
the plan of Irvin Paul Sulds, 
producer of DuMont’s “Court of 
Public Opinion,’ who hopes to 
wrap up all the contenders for a 
single “Court” show to originate 


‘in Philadelphia just prior to the 


Republican Convention’s  teeoff 
June 21. 
Sulds, who knows personally 


most of the top Governmental 
biggies, is pitching for appearances 
on the show of omas E. Dewey, 
Harold Stassen, Robert Taft, Ar- 
thur Vandenberg and: all others 
mentioned as possible candidates, 
He'll also pitch for President Tru- 
man and‘has already received a 
commitment from Democratic na- 
tional committee chairman Howard 
McGrath to sub for Truman if the 
President‘is not available. 

Under present plans, each of the 
politicos would get a chance to 
present his views on national and 
foreign policy and the course of 
action he would pursue if he were 
elected. He would then be sub- 
jected. to cross examination by the’ 
opposition counsel. 


KEN FARNSWORTH IN 
DUMONT CHECKOUT 


Ken Farnsworth, sales manager 
of WABD (DuMont, N. Y.), has 
resigned, effective April 16. Farns- 
worth is currently mulling offers 
from several top ad agencies toe 





|join their video departments, but 


Barrett is a joint founder and | will hold off his decision for sev- 
charter member of the American | eraj weeks. His successor at WABD 


Television Society and is now) 
chairman of the ATS public rela- | 


hasn’t yet been named. 
Farnsworth is leaving DuMont, 


























receiver will still not insure that tele set ownership will ever match 
the current radio set ownership in this country, according to CBS 
veepee Joseph MH. Ream. Speaking in Chicago last week before the 
Chi Federated Advertising club, Ream declared that, because of the 
limited distance to which a serviceable tele signal can be transmitted, 
“a good share of the population in this country will not be able, in all 
probability, to receive satisfactory television service.” 

Ream added: “This means that the remote rural sections will be 
beyond the service range of television stations. Also, very probably, 
the smaller cities and towns will not have the financial resources to 
support a television station and, unless they are located close to a big 
city, they will probably be without service.” 





Telescreen, the nation’s first tele consumer magazine, goes from a 
quarterly pePliohbiien to a monthly with the July issue. Format will be 
considerably revised, with plans in the works to give it a high pictorial 





pecial Events Director Bryson 

sh and Eleanor Patterson's 

mes-Herald has put former city 
reporter Pete Elliston to work on 
a new Sunday column. 


os radio round-up by AL 
i 





Marilyn Buferd TV Show 


New television package featuring 
arilyn Buferd (Miss America of 
946) is being set by the William 
rris agency. Show is tentatively 
tled the “20-30 Club.” 
Miss Buferd is to serve as 
moderator for a panel discussion of 
roblems pertinent to viewers in 
e 30-30 age bracket. Panel will 
prise eglebs in that age group, 
© will diseuss such subjects as 


Biehl”. Sg ala are 
u * x e we or- 
ly ander contract, to Metro. 


content.” Mike Melucci continues as publisher and president, with 
| Mildred Steffens as managing editor. Evelyn Lawson, former publicity 
chief for DuMont and now chief flack for the Laffmovie theatres, has 
| been named Telescreen promotion chief and made a director of the 
| company. She'll serve in an advisory capacity. 





Giving further indication of the way television has created changes 
in the radio industry, Standard Rate & Data Service, for years the 
authoritative listing of time charges of AM stations, has separated its 
radio section intg three divisions, listing for the first time TV and FM. 

Some 1,850 AM stations are now listed in SRDS. Tele section lists 
17 operating stations. (Two more have since taken ‘he air and gnother 
100 have been granted construction permit by the FCC.) DS lists 
130 FM stations. 





First television chinke ie called by an ad agency specifically to discuss 
the medium wi tg alent has been set by the Moore & Hamm agency 
for April 1§ a te Carlo, N. Y. Ken Farnsworth, sales manager 
of WABD ‘Duont, N.Y.), will conduct the sessions. Unique aspect of 





the clinic is that none of the agency's clients has yet ventured into 
video bankrolling. ; - ; r . 


c 


tions committee. Prior to the war pe declared, on the assumption 





he served as a sales assistant for |that the most important work to 


Tide magazine and with N. Y. radio 
stations WOR and WNEW. 


NBC Off ‘Mouse’ Hook 





By Signing 2 Outlets 


NBC television, accused by its 
competitors of operating a “Mickey 


be done in tele now is within the 
agencies. With the medium’s lim- 
ited networking facilities at pres 
ent, the agency’s job is much more 
difficult than in radio. Only way 
possible to network shows now, he 
said, is through film. Thus, & 
client can handpick his market and 
the agency man, consequently, will 
have to decide what market areas 


Mouse” network because it could | 5-6 best for the product advertised, - 


feed only fim to its single signed | 
affiliate in St. Paul, got off the! 
hook last week by inking two more 
affiliates. 

New stations to sign contracts 
are WLWT (Crosley, Cincinnati) 
and WTVR (Havens & Martin, 
Richmond). Latter station will be 
connected to the Bell System’s 
coaxial cable as soon as it takes, 
the air about June 1, meaning that 
NBC will be able to feed it all 
shows originating at any point on 
its present five-city metwork.. None 
of the latter has signed an affiliate 
contract as yet, but are operating 
under working agreements. 

WLWT, which has been oper- 
ating commercially since Feb. 15, 
will alse receive only film from 

until tpe cable is extended 
to Cinoy. eb’s first signed af- 


filiate was KSTP-TV, Stanley Hub- 
bard station in St. Paul. 





instead of merely selecting one 
the four major networks as he does 
in radio. 

Prior to joining WABD, Faros 
worth was head of the ABC tele- 
vision sales department. Before 
that, he worked with ABC radio 
sales. 


Heaney’s TV Show Aimed 
For Mail-Order Houses 


First television show designed to 
sell mail-order articles is now being 
peddled around the agencies 4 
packager Jack Heaney. It Ww! 
comprisé a variety format using 
mainly unknown talent and 
being pitched at mailorder dress 
houses. Complete package cost is 
$875 for a 20-minute slot. 

Heaney was formerly tele editor 





‘\of Women’s Wear Daily. 
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' On the deal are KR. L. Wheelock, 





Estimated Tele Station Costs 


. Following is a summary of the capital investment and annual 
operating costs estimated by CBS for various sized television sta- 
tions. Type “A” station is one designed to carry network shows 
exclusively; type “B” is one designed for network and film shows; 


type “C” is one that will carry 


network, film and local remote 


shows, and type “D” is one designed for network, film, local re- 


mote and live studio shows. 


though CBS contends they can 
minimum.’’) 


Operating costs are figured on a sta- 
tion’s programming 28 hours per week. 


(Costs are probable, al- 
be lowered to an “irreducible 


Probable Operating 
Capital Expendi- 
Costs tures Total 
Type “A” station: .-.......... $100,000 $20,000 $120,000 
Type “B” station: 
(a) 50% network, 50% local 130,000 40,000 170,000 
(b) 100% lecal ............ 130,000 50,000 180,000 
Type “C” station: 
(a) 50% net, 50% local .... 280,000 150,000 430,000 
Fe MNEs. eee 280,000 250,000 $30,000 
Type “D” station: 
(a) 50% net, 50% local .... 450,000 300,000 750,000 
(b) 100% local ............ 450,000 450,000 900,000 





TV Music Not.All Sweet Yet; Setting 
Of Rate Structure Stymies Shows 





Chicago, April 6. +¢ 


Expected pricing pattern fer 
musicians on television failed to 
emerge from a four-day mecting 
here of the American Federation 
of Musicians executive board, end- 
ing today (Tues.). 

The board, however, authorized 
prexy James C. Petrillo to nego- 
tiate such rates unon his return to 
New York this week. 

AFM toppers also decided that 
fiims made for tele shall be cev- 
ered by rates separate from these 
set for other films. 

Regulations covering transcrip- 
tiens remain the same. 





Lifting of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ ban on the use 
of live musicians for television may 
have paved the way for duplicating 
radio shows in tele, but it hasn't yet 
opened the door to the employment 
of musicians on a show carried only 
an video. Intricacies involved, in 
setting up video’s minimum wage 

attern for tele has caused the de- 
ay. 

McCann-Erickson tele chief Lee 
Cooley had tried for two weeks to 
get NBC to okay the use of live 
musicians on the new Swift Show, 
which teed off last Thursday (1) 
night. NBC execs kept stalling him 
off, despite Cooley’s offer to pay 
the musicians whatever rates are 
set as soon as they’re established. 
He subsequently learned that NBC 
had never submitted his proposal 
to the union, preferring instead to 
wait until a network rate comes 
through. 

Cooley declared that he was will- 
ing to write a blank check for the 
union on the gamble that a rate 
would be set by the time the show 
took the air, but NBC refused to 
play ball, preferring instead to pro- 
tect itself against the establishment 
of too high a precedent. 

Show, consequently, went on the 
air last week with recorded music 
as backgrounding for Lanny Ross’ 
songs. Cooley plans to use an a 
capella chorus tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) night, in addition to the disks, 
if no music scales come through by 
then. He declared he’d much pre- 
fer, however, to use live musicians. 


FIRST ARIZONA VIDEO 
LOOMS IN PHOENIX BID 


Phoenix, April 6. 
The Phoenix Television Co. has 
entered the local video scene via 
an application to the FCC for a 
permit to construct the first tele- 
vision station in the state here. 
Outfit is backed by a local hotel 
owner and three Texas millionaire 
oilmen. Initial construction costs 
are figured between $200,000 and 
$300,000 


John B. Mills, Phoenix stock- 
holder, is one of the principal 
owners of the downtown Westward 
hotel, which is currently being ex- 
panded with a $1,000,000 addi- 
tional wing. According to Mills, 
the video station will probably be 
Situated atop the hotel. Texans in | 








W. L. Piekans and H.-H. Coffield. 


Bell-Puller Lawrence 


Gertrude Lawrence, who's 
to star in the forthcoming 
Theatre Guild presentation of 
George Bernard Shaw’s “Great 
Catherine” on NBC television, 
reported to the Guild’s N. Y. 
office last week to talk over 
the play. She was to meét 
there the Guild’s Warren Caro 
and NBC’s Owen Davis, Jr. 
Since it was after working 
hours, Miss Lawrence found 
the front. door locked. 

A gang of urchins playing 
ball in the street watched her 
knock repeatedly on the door 
without getting an answer, 
sinee Caro and Davis didn’t 
hear her. As the star turned and 
walked away from the door, 
one of the kids, evidently 
accustomed to seeing tyro 
actors pounding the door for 
Guild jobs, shouted to the 
others, “Ha! Look at her. She 
didn’t get the job.” 


Guild Setup Is 
Sponsor Hitch 


With the first six Theatre Guild 
television shows now a matter of 
record and with six more recently 
pacted for, NBC is intensifying its 
search for a sponsor to pick up the 
$12,000 tab per show. Since the 
Guild is prepared to air only 
one televised legiter a month, the 
chief obstacle in the sponsor-hunt- 
ing path is what the bankroller can 
do for the other three Sundays 
every month. 

NBC has reportedly turned up 
several advertisers willing to lay 
out the $12,000 every week, but 
hasn’t found one yet who will take 
the show on a once-a-month basis. 
Potential sponsors, all imbued 
with radio-type advertising ideas,» 
believe that getting their names 
before a tele audience only once 
monthly wouldn’t pay off. With 
the Guild’s Broadway shows, radio 
program and occasional coopera- 
tion with films, the outfit feels it 
couldn't do justice to more than 
one video show a month. 

As an alternative, the Guild is 
mulling the possibility of working 
out some kind of show that would 
make use of its dramatic work- 
shop. Students in the latter are 
composed mostly of young actors 
and dancers who've worked at 
times in various Guild musical pro- 
ductions on Broadway, such as 
“Oklahoma!” and “Carousel.’”’ For- 
mat of the show using such talent 
is still not set, but it may take the 
form of a variety program.. 

Such a sbkow would require far 
less preparation than a full-length 
play. In addition, the Guild be- 
lieves it would be less costly than 
the legiters, so that a package 
comprising three such shows a 








month arid one legiter would form 
an attractive offering to a sponsor. 





ON STATION COaTo 


By BOB STAHL 


Despite talk of television “acorn 
stations” and other low-priced 
video outlets, station operation and 
construction is still an extremely 
expensive venture. 


Lowest possible annual operat- 
ing and capital cost of a station, 
according to information passed 
out by CBS execs last week to 
their affiliate reps, is $72,000—and 
that’s for the smaliest-type outlet, 
designed to receive its program- 
ming entirely from a network feed. 
On the opposite extreme is the 
elaborate station, equipped with 
film, live and remote pickup pro- 
gramming facilities and designed 
to operate 28 hours per week as a 
100% lovtal outlet. Annual operat- 
ing cost and capital investment for 
such a station is $625,000. 


(These costs are what CBS terms 
“irreducible minimums.” Probable 
costs, according to web execs, will 
run substantially higher.) 

CBS estimates, revealed at the 
web’s tele clinic in N. Y., does 
not include depreciation .charges, 
broadcast rights or program costs. 
Average equipment costs used are 
based on quotations recently re- 
ceived from RCA, General Electric 
and DuMont, plus the web’s own 
experience at its WCBS-TV (N. Y.) 
for the last several years. Operat- 
inz costs, including salaries, repre- 
sent average station conditions. 
CBS pointed out, however, that 
they cover items for which the 
cost varies to a considerable de- 
gree, based on such factors as 
local conditions and circumstances, 
grade of service proposed, avail- 
ability of AM and FM personnel 
and facilities, etc. 


Four Station Categories 


CBS broke its station costs an- 
alysis down into four station cate- 
gories. Type “A,” designed to carry 
network shows exclusively on a 
28-hour per week basis (plus a 
limited amount of test pattern 
broadcasts), has a 500-watt video 
and 500 or 250-watt audio trans- 
mitter. Estimated capital cost for 
such a station ranges from $60,000 
to $100,000, with the operating 
costs estimated at from $12,000 to 
$20,000 yearly, plus depreciation. 
Thus, the irreducible minimum for 
such a station is $72,000. 

Type “B” station is one with a 
500-watt video and 500 or 250-watt 
audio transmitter, operated with 
network and local film (16m) pro- 
gram material. Film equipment 
comprises two 16m projectors, a 
slide projector, one optical diplex- 
er and a film camera chain. Esti- 
mated capital cost for such a sta- 
tion operating 28 hours weekly on 
a 50% network and 50% local 
basis ranges from $90,000 to $130,- 
000, with annual operating costs 
ranging from $30,000 to $50,000 

(Continued on page 34) 


BEL GEDDES SIGNED AS 
CBS TELE CONSULTANT 


Noted industrial’ designer Nor- 
man Bel Geddes has been signed as 
a production consultant by CBS 
television. He’s to receive $1,000 
per day for a minimum of 25 days’ 
work during the year. CBS is ex- 
pected to utilize his services in 
construction of its new studios in 
New York and in designing the 
basic sets for future video pro- 
ductions. 

Inking of Bel Geddes is regarded 
in the trade as a result of CBS 
board chairman William S. Paley’s 
yen for big names. NBC television, 
under the influence of RCA prez 
David Sarnoff, has also evidenced 
a desire for top names, as, for ex- 
ample, appointment of Norman 
Blackburn, former Coast veepee of 
the J. Walter Thompson ad agency, 
es executive producer. 

Bel Geddes, in addition to his 
industrial designing, was also a 
noted legit scenic designer. He’s 
probably best known in that field 
for his sets for the Broadway pro- 








duction of “Dead End.” 





Are You Decent? 


NBC television, to make cer- 
tain that guests at a public 
function don’t embarrass them- 
selves unknowingly before the 
video cameras, has printed up 
a batch of warning cards. 
They'll be placed at the tables 
to caution the guests against 
performing uncouth acts while 
on camera. The cards read: 

“You are being televised. 
Portions of this program are 
being televised by the National 
Broadcasting Co. and recipi- 
ents of these cards are in 
direct range of NBC’s televi- 
sion cameras. May we respect- 
fully call to your attention the 
fact that during this broadcast 
you will be in full view of the 
television audience. Thank 
you.” : 


MCA Talent Show 
On Coast Tele 


Holiywood, April 6. 


MCA tele department moves into 
video April 14 * . a deal whereby 
the agency hopes to showcase its 
talent in video plus getting ex- 
perience in packaging telecasts. 
When Hollywood Roosevelt re- 
opens, Cine Grill spot will buy a 
one-hour weekly teleshow _ from 
MCA for $750 for KTLA beaming. 
Hotel believes stunt will build biz 
in refurbished room. 

MCA will supply talent, and 
stager Sid Barnes. Herald Express 
columnist Jimmy Starr will be in- 
cluded on agency’s talent roster, 
will salute “Picture of Week” and 
try to induce pic’s stars or featured 
players to appear with him and 
take bow. He'll do similar stunt 
on “Song of Week.” . 

Some of MCA’s talent will be in- 
duced to guest to get accustomed 
to medium. Talent show will be a 
feature. First program probably 
won't be beamed until April 22 as 
KTLA director Klaus Landsberg 
believes it will be some time be- 
fore a musicians’ scale for such 
tele pickups will be set by union 
under 





video. Program also will be trail- 
blazing locally as nitery pi ; 
oldhat in radio, never been done 
in tele here. 





Fairbanks’ ‘Prosecutor’ 
Telepix on 26-Wk. Basis; 
Sets 5 Telenews Weekly 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Jerry Fairbanks announced that 
Fairbanks Productions will in- 
erease “Public Prosecutor” tele- 
vision series from 17 to 26 pro- 
grams to enable sponsors to pur- 
chase a half year of programs as 
it done in radio. Series now before 
the cameras includes a cast headed 
by John Howard, Anne Gwynne 
and Walter Sande. Lew Landers 
is directing. 
Fairbanks also plans to up pro- 
duction of NBC television news- 
reels from one to five per week. 
Releases will continue on weekly 
basis for the next 30 to 60 days and 
will gradually be increased. 
Paul Alley, of NBC, is now head- 
ing newsreel events for Fairbanks, 
and Jesse Sabin, who has been staff 
cameraman for organization’s NBV 
reels in Washington, D. C., will 
o to N. Y. as editor of the staff. 
oseph Vadala will replace Sabin 
in Washmgton. Fred Porrett has 
also been added to N. Y. produc- 
tion staff. 


CBS WANTS SHAYE COGAN 

Shaye Cogan, singer at the Vil- 
lage Vanguard, N. Y., is being 
sought by CBS television for a 
term contract. The basic terms are 











set, but contracts haven’t been 
signed. = . 1. JA Pete 
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Petrillo’s recent blessing of | ened 


Demand for the time spots im- 
mediately preceding and following 
broadcasts of the N. Y. Yankee 
baseball games on DuMont tele- 
vision this year has been so great 
that WABD station manager John 
McNeil has been forced to divide 
them into seven different groups 
so that seven advertisers can buy 
them. With 71 dates available for 
the 77 home games, there are 142 
spots open, which will gross about 
$17,000 for WABD. 

All spots preceding and follow- 
ing Brooklyn Dodger games on 
WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) have been 
wrapped up by CBS tele commer- 
cial manager George Moskovics. 
Total of 266 time signals and one- 
minute film plugs are to be shared 
by Ronson,. Barney’s Clothes, 
Pepsi-Cola and Bulova. 

One of the few stations to 
charge separate rates for its day- 
time and nighttime shows, WABD 
has decided to ask for night rates 
on the spots, according to McNeil, 
on the assumption that baseball 
draws an audience as big as any 
lured by a night show. With almost 
a dozen different advertisers bid- 
ding for the spots, McNeil has se- 
lected those who have been Du- 
Mont’s best customers in the past, 
or who have been wanting to enter 
tele bankrolling but haven't found 
a suitable time segment yet. 

Seven advertisers who have 
gained the nod include Texaco, 
BVD, Canada Dry, Broadstreet’s, 
Botany, Barney’s and Austin 
Nichols (Mouquin Wimes). McNeil 
ruled out any beer accounts, since 
the games themselves will be 
bankrolled by Ballantine’s. 


DuMont, meanwhile, is wpapping - 


up a half-hour variety show to be 
aired before game time each day. 
Show is to feature interviews with 
sports celebs and other personali- 
ties, with a story line providing a 
vehicle for the interview. It'll 
probably be sold on a participating 
basis, McNeil said. 





tic video fan, would like to treat 
videoglers to a performance of the 
opera which first won him promi- 
nence in Italy. There’s talk of 
NBC’s inviting in Dr. Herbert Graf, 
operatic stage director, to 
measurements of its studio 8G, 
preparatory to reproducing 
Verdi Little Theatre in Italy 
If that idea should preve un- 
feasible, Toscanini may do 
opera as a regular 
season with the NBC 
Orchestra, as he did “Otello” 
last season. Show would then be 
duplicated on radio and tele, 


fe 





N. Y. cops on the trail of race- 
track bookies will now have te 
start watching for “underground” 
jeep sets. wir an tele, with 
several top rac events already 
signed for airing, last week pacted 
for 21 top-purse races on the N. Y. 
tracks. 

Contract includes 18 racing days 
this season at Jamaica, Belmont, 
Aqueduct, Saratoga and Empire. 
New series got under way Thurs- 
day™(1) with the Paumonok handi- 
cap at Jamaica. Other races al- 
ready inked include the Kentucky 
Derby, Belmont Stakes and Preak- 
ness and several Pimlico races. 


With the lack of networking facili- 


ties between Churchill Downs and 
N. Y., the Derby is to be filmed. 
Airings trom Pimlico will originate 





from WMAR-TV, recen 
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{UNION MISS sg, Peery 
Knutsen, Gale Gordon, Sarah 


Selby, Myra Marsh, Walter Schu- 
mann orch. 

Trameeers Fran Hardtesveldt 
riters: Henry arson, Robert 
Soderberg , 

0 Mins., Sat., 11:30 a.m. 
EVER BROS. 


S, from Hollywood 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby.) 


Lever Bros. has bought the new | 
“Junior Miss” situation comedy 
series based on the Sally Benson 
stories and has slotted it in the 
11:30 to noon Saturday morning 
slot on CBS as part of the web’s 
strong sequence of dramatic airers, 
including “Let’s Pretend,” ‘“Arm- 
strong Theatre,” “Stars Over 

ollywood” and “Grand Central 

tation.” 

Production-wise, it’s a bigtime en- 
try in the commercial sweepstakes, | 
daytime or nighttime, with a 
strictly pro aura permeating the 
acting and direction. However, the 
inconsistency of trying to mix 
New York sophistication with ado- 
lescent behaviorism represented a 
script weakness that even the top 
production couldn’t remedy. 


Perhaps the basic fault of the 
“Junior Miss” program that 
reemed last Saturday (3) was its | 
ailure to capture sympathy for its 

ark ave. characters, or create a 
mood or tempo. It may be asking 
too much in an initial installment 
to breath life into a family, set 
the stage and establish the sur- 
roundings. Then again the sophis- 
oe of an upper bracket New 

ork family, even when presented 
as coping with the domestic prob- 
lems that confront any other 
American family, may not be com- 
prehensible to a large segment of 
coast-to coast listeners. 


A reader of the New Yorker mag 
encountering “Junior Miss” is con- 
ditioned to the suavity and detach- 
ment of this type of parent-off- 
spring relationship. But it’s a 
question how understandable or 
real the Graves family will come 
throu to that larger listening 
audience west of the Hudson. 


But on the whole the effect left 
by “Junior Miss” was that of du- 
licating a pattern and formula 
it’s been almost wrung dry in 
radio. There are overtones — but 
from a different environment—of 
“Aldrich Family,” “One Man’s 
Family,” “Corliss Archer,” etc. 


Perhaps if the scripters didn’t 
try so hard to make each of the 
characters so clever they might get 
around to making a real family. 
And then the situations might hold 
water. But it was the bon mot for 
which everything else was sacri- 
ficed on the opening stanza. 

Barbara Whiting, kid sister of 
songstress Margaret Whiting, plays 
the lead in the air series. She 
brings to it a definite charm. 





{ 





| the subject was: “Can a Military 


15 Min., Sun., 4 p.m. 

TUCKER AUTO CORP. 

ABC, from New York 
(Roy S. Durstine) 

There’s nothing particularly 
novel or even exciting about this 
new 15-minute Sunday afternoon 
gab session on ABC—except the 
novelty of the sponsor himself 
making the commercial pitch at the 
halfway mark. Like most of the 
new programs hitting the air today, 
there’s a giveaway as the comeon, 
in this instance one of the first 
Tucker autos to come off the 
assembly line. It’s not even a box- 
top payoff; simply recognition for 
the best letter in 50 words or less 
on one of the day’s vital issues. For 





the initial session last Sunday (4) 


Man Make a Good President?” | 
Otherwise the John B. Kennedy 
gab built around the week's auto 
winning topic amounts to more or 
less filler stuff; a rehash of public 
and official sentiment, plus .some 
wire-recorded vox popping of the 
man-on-the-street. 
Kennedy backgrounded the dis- 
cussion with 2 fast-paced historical 
reprise of past generals and mili- 
tary men who had moved into the 
White House, but for the most 
part, particularly in the wire-re- 
corded data, there was little said 
that showed careful thought or 
analysis. And Kennedy’s strident 
and excitable voice hovered over 
the whole thing. 

For a quarter-hour program, the 
opening and closing commercials, 
in addition to Preston Tucker’s 





midway pitch, seemed overdoing it. 
Rose. 
DRAMA CRITICS’ CIRCLE 


AWARDS 
With Irene M. Selznick, Elia Kazan, 
«John Mason Brown, Karl Malden, 

Jessica Tandy, Marlon Brando, 

Kim Hunter; Frank McCarthy, 

announcer 
Producer: Jock MacGregor 
30 Mins.; Sun. (4), 2 p.m. 
Sustainer 
WOR, N. Y. 

This was a special broadcast in 
connection with the N. Y. Drama 
Critics’ Circle 1947-’'48 award to 
“A Streetcar Named Desire” as the 
best play of the season on Broad- 
way. Instead of the usual dull 
“award-dinner” type of program, 
this was an interesting airer, with 
some witty or searching comments 
on the theatre, and a capsule edi- 
tion of the play in a few scenes 
presented. 

Producer* Irene M. Selznick 
threw her adjectives around a little 
too lavishly, in Hollywood style, 
as she thanked everybody, espe- 
cially the critics. John Mason 
Brown, Circle prez, in a witty 
speech described the play and re- 





Others in the cast measure up the 
script’s possibilities. 

Levers plugs Pepsodent on the 
show with the same familiar exag- 
gerated claims heard on its night- 
time shows. But it’s also a mul- 
tiple sponsorship-deal which per- 
mits a three - way pl for 


vers products. Last Saturday 
got in its innings at the end. 

e result waa, confusion and a 
commercial treatment that gave 


Rinso the definite edge. Rose. 





CAN ALMANAC 


ith Henry Macdonell; Wal- 
ter » amnouncer; Buddy 
Weed, music 


vodueer-director: Henry Dick 

riter: George Faulkner 

5 Mins. ; Sun., 3:15 p.m. 

us 
A~C, from New York 4 

Eilled as a “new departure” in 
procramming, this is simply a one- 

mon reading of an artful script 
built around facts, figures and 
anecdotes stemming from the old 
ey almanac. The narrator, John 

enry Macdonell, is former radio 
head of the J. Walter Thompson ad 
agency’s London office and hasn’t 
been before a mike, it’s reported, 
in more than 16 years. Writer 
George Faulkner also is a former 
JWT man. 

Piacdonell gave the reading «a 
cu.iured (a little too British, if 
anything) treatment that carried a 
happy-to-be-doing-this tone. Faulk- 
ner’s material was a collection of 
trivia, moderately interesting. 

All told, it’s what might be 
called a charming little show, de- 
lightfully done—for a very limited 
audience. It wouldn’t, however, be 
likely to sustain the interest of a 
run-of-the-mill listener for 15 min- 


utes. Doan. 


ferred to some of the problems of 
critics. Director Elia Kazan, ac- 
cepting the award on behalf of the 
absent playwright, Tennessee Wil- 
liams, paid tribute to playwright, 
cast and others involved, and saw 
evidence that the New York theatre 
was “richly replenishing itself” in 
the fact that two young play- 
wrights, Arthur Miller and Wil- 
liams, had received the Critics’ 
awards two years in a row. 

Then in skillfully picked scenes, 
with a narration by Kazan tieing 
them together, principals of the 
legiter gave listeners some idea of 
what the play was about. Dramat 
seemed a little halting at first, but 
it picked up quickly as the actors 
settled down, to paint an interest- 
ing portrait of the pathetic school- 
teacher-flirt who, according to 
Brown, “had lost her amateur 
standing.” Bron. 


EYE WITNESS NEWS 
With John B. Keunedy 
Producer: George Cahan 
15 Mins.; 6:30 p.m. 
RCA-VICTOR CO. 
WFIL, Philly 

Here’s a news commentary seg- 
ment with a unique twist—a report 
on television. John B. Kennedy, 
longtime network news gabber, is 
doing a pitch via WFIL, local ABC 
outlet, with a view toward going 
on the net if idea clicks. 

The sponsor, RCA-Victor, is 
plugging television sets exclusively 
in commercials and whetting the 
customers appetite for buying 
them by telling what they’re miss- 
ing on the video circuit. When 
caught, Monday (29), Kennedy dis- 
cussed the top news of the day in 
his usual style, which is still okay 
listening, then segued into “‘what’s 
what” on video, describing the 
shows he saw over the weekend 
(Easter parade, ANTA show, etc.) 
and then gave the highlights of the 
shows to come. Shal. 








Monitoring the Hopefuls 

In step with the CBS series 
on “Presidential Timber,” 
Variety will review each of | 
the declared candidates’ in 
terms of their air personali- 
ties. Starting with Harold E. 
Stassen, this week, the review 
page will cover President 
Harry S. Truman, Sen. Robert 
A. Taft, Gov. Earl Warren of 
California, Henry Wallace, 
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey and 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 

If any of the presidential 
hopefuls fail to accept CBS’ 
invitation, Vartety will cover 
them on other broadcasts. 

_ 


PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER 
With Harold E. Stassen 
15 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Madison, Wis. 

The first politico openly to seek 
a post position in the *48 election 
sweepstakes, Harold E. Stassen was 
also the first to accept CBS’ invita- 
tion to all presidential aspirants to 
air their views on a weekly 15-min- 
ute network spot. 


With radio due to play a signifi- 
cant role in this election, how does 
Stassen stack up as a vote-getting 
personality? The old master, 
F.D.R., set a standard during his 
13-year term in office which will 
be difficult to approach, much less 
to meet. He still echoes in the 
inner ear, and who can match his 
intimacy, his sincerity, the ring and 
rotundity of his voice and the crys- 
tal clarity of his prose style! 


Stassen registers as a serious and 
effective radio speaker but lacks 
the impact of distinctiveness. He 
has competence but he does not 
compel. His voice, measured by 
normal platform standards, is vig- 
orous, experienced and free of any 
provincial taint; but it cannot soar 
into the realm of emotional power, 
irony and wit where F.D.R. held 
sway. Stassen is not cold, but he 
never ignites. 

Maybe it’s the fault of his prose 
style. Too often, Stassen lapses 
into the ready-made phrase and the 
prefabricated idea. Typically, he 
opened his talk with: “this is a 
time that tries men’s souls,” a sen- 
tence which has tried men’s souls 
for 150 years due to over-repeti- 
tion. Several of his ideas, more- 
over, became tangled in a web of 
dangling participles which compli- 
cated the job of following him 
through his national housing plan. 
This should be the simplest thing 
for Stassen to remedy. Herm. 


I BELIEVE 

With Recordings by Emma Scha- 
ver, operatic soprano, accompa- 
nied by symphonic orch and 
chorus conducted by George Se- 
bastian; Robert Lurie, narrator 

Production: Steve White 

30 Mins:; Thurs. (1), 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 


WNEW, N. Y. 
Here’s another demonstration of 
the initiative and imagination 


which makes this Bulova-owned 
station an outstanding indie opera- 
tion. The program’was a “musical 
documentary,” built around a col- 
lection of folk songs of the. dis- 
placed persons of Europe, and ini- 
tiated a series the station expects 
to air, perhaps on an every-other- 
week basis, in which music will 
play the leading role in document- 
ing themes of contemporary impor- 
tance. 

The DP songs, comprising a col- 
lection titled “I Believe,” were re- 
corded by Emma Schaver (who has 
sung with the San Carlo and Cin- 
cinnati Operas), following a tour of 
concentration camps and DP cen- 
ters as a cultural delegate for the 
World Jewish Congress, with the 
aid of UNRRA. Here, in a pano- 
rama of song, were all of hopes 
and sorrows, all of the courage, 
desperation, defiance and tragedy 
of Europe’s oppressed, told at 
times in mournful dirge, at times 
in strident marching music. The 
numbers included “Hymn of 
Youth,” “The City Burns,” “The 
Hymn of the Partisan” and the 
title piece, “I Believe,” among 
others. 

Connecting the numbers, sung in 
native tongue and stirringly pre- 
sented through the orch-chorus 
backing given Miss Schaver, was a 
two-voice script which painted the 
setting for each succeeding num- 
ber with poetic, dramatic vivid- 
ness. The reading was a little 
over-wrought, but this did little 
harm to the overall effect. If the 
stanza left anything to be desired, 
it was simply that parts of the 
songs weren’t sung in English so 
that their stories would be fully 
conveyed to listeners unfamiliar 
with the DPs’ tongues. Doan. 
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Irish, cer 
Producer: iene w : 
Writers: Nat Rud Mike Ja- 
blons 
15 Mins., Wed., 7:30 p:m. 


WOR, N. Y. 

This 13-week series, marking the 
first time that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and the Commit- 
tee of Industrial Organizations 
have cooperated in a set of pro- 
grams giving the views of organ- 
ized labor on national and inter- 
national affairs, ought to be as 
provocative as it is unusual. 
Wednesday’s (31) opener, how- 
ever, was a disappointment. 

True, it was the initial airer and 
had to set the scope of the series. 
But it had AFL prez William 
Green and CIO head Philip Mur- 
ray to tee it off and program 
should have had the oomph to go 
with the prestige of these two. 
Green, who led off, spoke in gen- 
eralities without any specific labor 
angle, belaboring inflation, Russian 
labor policy and the Soviet men- 
ace, and repeating oft-told remarks 
about the enslavement of Russian 
workers. Murray was more spe- 
cific, although also without getting 
down to brass tacks. Murray point- 
ed out that this was a crucial po- 
litical year, that labor had to take 
part by registering and voting, and 
guarding against leaving the mak- 
ing of political decisions to mi- 
norities. Mayor Vincent J. Murphy 
of Newark, who was the moderator, 
mentioned the all-important sub- 
jeets of housing, prices and civil 
rights without discussing them. 

Labor has to speak more specifi- 
cally—more violently, perhaps, but 
certainly more pointedly to its own 
interests — to make this an out- 
standing program. It starts off sol- 
emnly, seriously, and a little pomp- 
ously. It ought to take its gloves 
off and start to swing. This ini- 
tialer was as respectable as the 
NAM. Bron. 


CAL TINNEY 
15 Mins.; Sun., 4:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 

Cal Tinney’s homespun humor 
probably has its best showcase to 
date with this 15-minute session 
that permits him to give thoughts 
at random under the heading of 
“Thinkin’ Aloud.” Tinney gives a 
series of one and two liners on 
practically every controversial sub- 
ject. There’s bite and significance 
to his verbiage inasmuch as what- 
ever thoughts he wants to get over 
are sugarcoated with humor. 

Tinney has an unusual format 
imasmuch as there are lengthy 
pauses and even audible sighs be- 
tween his short paragraphs. Mow- 
ever, he maintains a sense of tim- 
ing even with these stops which 
permit the audience to digest his 


Is, 
peThere’s an unorthodoxy in every- 
thing about the show. Finney does 
everything from singing, whistling, 
reeiting poetry to getting off lines 
that would do justice to a vaude- 
ville emeee. 

His session is reminiscent of a 
newspaper columnist who fills a 
good portion of his space with con- 
secutive periods. or example: 
“They’ve stopped making $5,000 
houses in Brooklyn. The builder 
ran out of scotch tape ...A bar- 
tender is the only psychiatrist who 
works in an apron....(song) Flow 
Gently Sweet Congress, You'll 
Wake Up Some Day....Radio is 
turning into a lottery. The people 
don’t want to listen, they want to 
win....(song) Kinsey, K-K-K-Kin- 
sey, I'll be waiting for your book 
about the girls....There ought to 
be a law where you can’t have a 
new war until you’ve paid for the 
old one....Winchell’s talks give 
the people goosefiesh, then he sells 
Jergen’s lotion to clear ’em. .. .” 

ll of it is listenable and amus- 
ing. Jose, 


THE UNEXPECTED 
With Barry Sullivan 
Writers: Robert Levitt, Frank Burt 
Producer-director: Frank Danzig 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
UNIVERSAL MOTORS 
WOR, N. Y. 

(Levy Advertising) 

This is a transcribed, packaged 
program presenting what amounts 
to a dramatized air version of a 
magazine “short short.” The series 
is plattered in Hollywaod, featur- 
ing a different Hollywood film star 
each week, and the capsule mys- 
tery dramas enacted rely heavily 
on the snapper-ending technique. 

Initialer on WOR last Sunday (4) 
used a cast of four, headed by 
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ROGER KILGO 
FENDER RE—PUBLIC DE- 


With Raymond Edward Johnson, 
Santos Ortega, Andy Donn 
Charita Bauer, Earl George, 
Smith, Humphrey Davis; Sylvan 
Levin, conductor 

Writer: Stedman Coles 

Producer: Jock MacGregor 

30 Mins.; Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

MBS, from New York 
To buck Bob Hope in the 10 p.m. 

spot Tuesdays, Mutual has played 

a longshot with “Roger Kilgore— 

Public Defender” as the replace. 

ment for Theodore’ Granik’s 

“American Forum.” The choice 

isn’t exactly a triumph of inspira- 

tion, being an unabashed variation 
of “Mr. District Attorney” and 
umpteen other crime-doesn’t-pay 
mellers. The slight switch is there 
for differentiation, but in every 
way possible the new stanza is 
slavishly imitative — as to story 
pattern, musical identification, pre- 
tentious quotation (this one the 
opening words of the Declaration 


‘of Independence) and even to the 


casting and performance of the 
title part. 

But “Roger Kilgore—Public De- 
fender” raises one interesting 
thought. That is, how far can the 
defense attorney idea be carried, 
First of all, it’s essentially in con- 
flict with all the sanctimonious 
premise of the “D. A.” and other 
cops ‘n’ robbers stanzas. Inevi- 
tably, it myst make the prosecuting 
attorney out to be either a lunk- 
head who’s unwittingly trying to 
convict an innocent man, or a vil- 
lain who’s knowingly pinning a rap 
on him. 

On the assumption that listeners 
take these things seriously, what’ll 
Mutual’s audiences begin to think 
about their local D.A. and all his 
gumshoes and flatfeet who stumble 
around pinching right guys and 
trying to railroad them to the 
rockpile? And how about all the 
lawyers in the country, who're try- 
ing to make a buck and (doubtless) 
having trouble collecting from 
their clients as it is? How are 
they going to like this dauntless de- 
fender named Roger Kilgore, who 
works such miracles and doesn’t 
charge a fee? 

As for the premiere show itself, 
it was nothing very impressive one 
way or the other. Considering the 
basic limitations, the Stedman 
Coles script seemed reasonably 
workmanlike, and Jock MacGre- 
gor’s production was competent. 
Raymond Edward Johnson sounded 
enough like Jay Jostyn to get the 
desired idea across. Santos Or- 
tega was the dimwit (and suspi- 
ciously generous) D.A., while Andy 
Donnelly was acceptable as the 
accused and Charita Bauer turned 
in.a nifty performance as the un- 
willing alibi. Earle George, as the 
cabbie who mis-identified the sus- 
pect, seemed to be characterizing 
too much. 

Street & Smith, which publishes 
a fistful of pulp mags, is billed as 
owning the series, and the pre- 
miere signoff mentioned a cash 
contribution to the Public De- 
fender fund of Philadelphia. Also, 
the yarn was announced as be 
a true story, presumably from the 
Street & Smith files, Hobe. 





EUROPA UND DER STIER 
With Philip Stahl, Alan Taulbee 
Writer: Arch Kepner 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. (1) 
WQXR, New York 

This was the second performance 
of what appears likely to be an 
annual April Fool’s Day spoof of 
opera broadcasts such as the 
Texaco-sponsored Saturday mat- 
inee of the Metopera. It consists 
of 30 minutes of nonsensical com- 
mentary and ear-ache “music.” 
The former includes a deadpan 
reading of crackpot story outline 
of the “opera” and background of 
the cast and composer. The “opera” 
itself is an eerie cacophony of 
squeals, moans and yammerings, 
apparently. from recordings and 
transcriptions played simultane- 
ously and at various speeds. 

The “opera,” titled “Europa und 
der Stier” (“Europa and the Bull”), 
is supposed to have been written 
by Siegfried Sitzplatz, who kept 
trying to make a speech to the lis- 
teners, finally got the mike and im- 
mediately became entangled in 
pointless verbiage, and concluded 
the show by assaulting the myth- 
ical conductor and batoning the 
bedlam finale. All of which was an 
excellent idea and amusing enough 
for a short comedy spot. But it was 
too thin for a half-hour show, and 
falls into tedium before the sign- 
off. Willie and Eugene Howard's 
“Rigoletto Quartet” number is still 
the standard for this sort dongs 
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~ Inside Stuff—Radio 

pittsburgh’s Mr. Radio, G, Dare Fleek, traffic manager of KDKA and 
a pioneer in broadcasting since it begun here 28 years ago, retired last 
week. Starting with the station as a checker in 1920 when it first went 
on the air, he had the authority then to order a program off the air if 
he felt it didn’t conform to standards. After two years on this job, 
Fieck was assigned to edit the first radio magazine, Radio Broadcast- 
ing News. 

During his more than a quarter of a century with KDKA, Fleck was 
credited with several firsts in broadeasting§ Among them were the 
first broadcasts to the South Polar region, when he contacted Admiral 
Byrd on his first Antarctic trip, and the broadcast over KDKA of the 

first prizefight from ringside, from old Motor Square Garden here. 
From 1924 to 1932 Fleck was program director of KDKA, after which 
he was made traffic chief. 


Station associates honored him at a farewell luncheon and presented 
him with a number of gifts. Asked what he was going to do in his 
retirement, Fleck said: “Catch up on my radio listening.” 





Mutual’s recently revived “Casebook of Gregory Hood” (formerly 
sponsored by Petri Wine) is becoming laden with characters from sundry 
stanzas on MBS and other webs—not just as guestars, either, but in 
dramatic roles. Following up March 16 airer, in which Jack Bailey, 
“Queen For a Day” emcee, got into the act, Ray Buffum, “Hood’s” 
scripter, had written Sam Spade, CBS private-eye, into the Apri! 13 

Following week Rey Noble, i dgar Bergen’s NBC orch ba- 
toner, will portray himself in a “Hood” crime chaser. 

Wor whatever difference it may make to listeners, the show also is 
beng originated from cities in which its story lecale is set, i.e., April 
13 and 20 from' Hollywood, April 27 from Boston. 








Hollywood, April 6. 

Don Lee’s new $3,000,000 plant 
at 1313 Vine street will have to 
wait early September for its offi- 
cial dedication. hewis Allen Weiss, 
headman of the Coast regional, had 
tentatively set May 22 for the un- 
veiling but contractors couldn't 
rush it through that fast and have 
everything in ship-shape for the 
big blow-off. 

Three events originally set for 
next month, however, will be run 
off as scheduled. Press and agency 
personnel will be given a preview 
of the new edifice May 18; next day 
the Don Lee and Mutual affiliates 
wiil be tossed a feed and taken on 
an inspection tour, and on May 19 
and 20 the Mutual board of direc- 
tors hold their first meeting this 
far west. 





WLS Sued for $25,000 
By Weathercaster 


Chicago, April 6. 
Harry Geise, former weather- 
caster and meteorologist for WLS, 


DON LEE OPENING SET_|femnke Bill To Hand 


To FM Seen Doomed Under Heavy Fire 





CARR’S ‘CABIN’ BEING | 
READIED FOR SPRING 


John Dickson Carr, American 


|whodunit author who spent the | 
war years doing various writing 
stints for BBC and the British 
Ministry of Information in London, 
is readying a new melodrama 
series for CBS. It’s to be tabbed | 
| “Cabin B-13”" and the storyteller | 
jand principal character will be a/| 
|doctor aboard an ocean liner. | 
The author, original “Suspense” | 
scripter who has written various} 
mysteries under the pseudonym of 
Carter Dickson, has laid out the 
general plot line and several epi- 
sodes, and is now doing the initial 
scripts. The show will probably 
start late this spring, with John 
Dietz directing, Charles S. Monroe | 
editing and Harry Ackerman pro- | 
ducing. 








Prewar Meg Bands 


Washington, April 6. 

Effort of Rep. William Lemke 
(R., N. D.) to legislate return of the 
prewar 44-50 meg bands to FM 
broadcasting appears doomed, ac- 
cording to observers here. The 
House Commerce Committee heard 
some 20 opponents of his H. R. 78 
in two days of hearings last week, 
and will schedule a final ses- 
sion later to cross-examine Fed- 
eral Communications Commission- 
er George E. Sterling. Sterling de- 
fended FCC’s 1945 decision to 
shift FM upstairs to the 88-108 me 
bands in lengthy statement last 
week. 

Sterling’s vigorous opposition to 
the Lemke resolution and the 
lambasting given it by 17 reps of 
the police, taxi, bus, and so-called 
“public safety communications 
services” is generally conceded to 


| have killed chances of favorable 


committee action. The resolution 
has the support of FM inventor 
Edwin Armstrong, and a dozen 


- 








| other FM boosters who wish to use 
Chicago, last week sued for $25,000| Dietz will continue 


apie eee 8 ; re. handling | the 44-50 mc channels primarily to 
in circuit court here, charging the|“Crime Photographer.” Monroe | relay FM network shows. FCC has 
station had violated the two-year|has been producer-editor of the | tentatively proposed to turn over 








‘ In memory to the late Joseph Brodsky, organizer of the now defunct 
Peoples Radio Foundation, freelancer Eugene Konecky has published 











rent assignment held down a news| directors. Paul Baumgartel of |He replaces Ken Marvin, ‘who an- - 
offered to other stations for local sponsorship. stint with WCKY. WTHT is secretary. kled to WAAF in Chicago. . 
! screen nts ert nee cm 
Just ask any Columbia Pacific Network advertiser Ft 
B. 
- E H! i 
a 
Here’s selling power... F 
A Columbia Pacific audience participation show brought a | 
111,362 produet labels (and 111,352 twenty-five cent ~*~ o i} 
pieces) for a miniature ball point pen advertised by 4 
) MOST EFFECTIVE el ip Br: 4 
‘PROGRAMS pp none ~ 
A Columbia Pacifie Network sponsor of a news program | 
- 3 gets listeners for 57¢ per thousand for time . . . 53.7% 
ee less than the average cost per thousand for time on all al 
regional network news programs. 
Such success does not merely happen. It is made to happen zl 
by the sixty-one people in CPN’s program department... q 
another reason why CP. N people with more ereating, writing and directing skills ‘ 
than any other regional network on the Coast. 4% 
18 the We 8 COMPLETE Our job is to create the most effective programs and the ‘ 
. most effective advertising in the West. So when you think Represented by * 
° : RADIO SALES, “ 
. Regional Network of the Coast ...and want the Coast to think of you... aegis 
think first of Columbia Pacific. 0448 in i 
Los Angeles, Detroit, My 
Sen Francisce, ‘74 
end Memphis ‘ 
. Columbia Pacific Network ; 
The West's Complete Regional Network é 
COMPLETE IN COVERAGE, PROGRAM PRODUCTION, PROGRAM PROMOTION, NEWS REPORTING, ENGINEERING, MUSIE AND SOUND, STUDIO FACILITIOS i 





a slashing attack on the “vested interests” of the broadcast industry. 
Titled “The American Communications Conspiracy” ($1), the book’s 


central theme is “the obsolete radio system which the monopolists have 


perpetuated. for profits and power.”: Konecky makes no effort to hide 
his strong bias for Henry Wallace, “liberal” commentators, The Voice 
of Freedom committee, and “democracy,” and against the “trusts,” 
“war-mongering” on the airlames, the newspaper invasion of radio and 
television and “bias and bigotry” on the air. 


Ce 


WHCU, Cornell University’s station in Ithaca, N. Y., is running a 
competition among 70 weekly im its listener area for a $1,700 
prize. Award will go to paper best job in community campaigns 
or in editorial columns and will be made in Sep- 
tember at the second annual press radio dinner at Cornel). Judges for 
the contest are Eugene Meyer, of the Washington Post; John 
S. Knight, publisher and station owner: Murrow, CBS commentator; 
and attorney Morris L. Ernst. 





Theodore Granik’s ‘“Ametican Forum of the Air,” which had more 
than hardly marked its 20th anni some weeks ago when Mutual axed 
it, still isn’t in total eclipse. Stanza is being aired by WOL, MBS out- 
let in Washington, Tuesday at 9:30, just half an hour earlier than it 
was formerly heard on the net. Forum also is being plattered and 





Contract called for $125 weekly 
the first year, $150 the second, with 
renewal option at $200. 

According to Geise, long hours 
and “intolerable working condi- 
tions” caused him to suffer a 
nervous breakdown last summer. 


he returned after a four-month lay- 
off. Thomas E. Murphy, WLS at- 
torney, contends that Geise broke 
the contract by failing to report for 
work. 

Geise currently is employed as 
special representative of Dr. Irving 
Krick, West Coast meteorologist. 





Memphis—Ralph Haskins, for- 
mer Cincinnati radio newsman, 
joined WMC as a news writer last 
week . He comes here from Green- 
field, Tenn., and prior to his cur- 





Station nixed reinstatement when| 


shelved. 
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Nutmeg B’casters Elect | 


Hartford, April 6. | 


Glover Delaney, station manager 
of WTHT in Hartford, has been | 
named prexy of the Connecticut | 
State Network, Inc., composed of | 
seven Connecticut stations. It’s a/| 
non-profit organization that carries 
public service shows, etc., to its | 


members. 


Other officers are Terry Mc-| 
Gough, WNAB, Bridgeport; James 
Milne, WNHC, New Haven; Sam 
Elman, WATR, Waterbury; Gerald 
Morey, WNLC, New London; 
James Parker, WTOR, Torrington, 
and Julian Scheartz, WSTC, Stam- 
ford. They constitute the board of 








contract he signed in April, 1946.) “Romance” series, which is being | the 44-50 meg slot—now shared by 


the police and non-broadcast trans- 
mitters with television—for the ex- 
clusive use of the mobile and safe- 
ty services. 

Big pitch against Congress’ tak- 
ing over FCC’s job of allocating 
channels to any service was made 
by RCA’s C. B. Jolliffe and a score 
of industry witnesses. Claiming 
that the Lemke resolution would 
delay progress of both FM and 
tele, Jolliffe lashed out at earlier 
charges by inventor Armstrong 

at RCA and other “radio monop- 
olies” had conspired to hold back 
FM. RCA, he declared, pioneered 


|in FM research from 1924 on and 


was the first web to apply for an 
FM license back in 1939. 





Detroit -—- Joseph Manocho new- 
est addition to gabbers at WXYZ. 
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Watch this boy|grow! 


(Sundays at 9:30 p.m. Est)< 












© 
‘ 
: : 
Tee 
int 
fF i 
| 1 ® v 
| 
e@eeeseee#e7e?s be 





es, 
AR ES he NE 
< eee 
* 
* 
~~ 
e 
* 
* 
* 
s 
” 
e 
a 
* 
a 
oa 
* 
* 
e 
e 
2 
s 
* 
a 
s 
@ 
* 
s 
* 
* 
e 
2 
e 
* 
e 
. 
. 
a 
4 2 
Nd 
. 
Hy \ ) 
c e: € 
4 | 4 
>, ; 


Bane of Shorty’s existence is his editor 
—a man you love to hate, unless, like Shorty, 


you also admire him prodigiously. 
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ga ROONEY as Shorty Bell... a big star, with a 


big new idea in dramatic Radio, 

For the first time, an authentic “Novel for Radio”. . . let- 
ting the listener in on the chapter-by-chapter development of 
a very real character, as he progresses from a brassy, scrappy 
kid to a full-fledged, fighting newspaper man. 

Shorty and his friends, his girl, his terrible-tempered 
managing editor —ccme absorbingly to life for you, and what 
happens to them has all the impact, drama and mounting sus- 
pense of your favorite story. , 

To make that story come true, CBS has assembled a 
matchless lineup of top-drawer talent. ? 

Mickey Rooney... Academy Award winner and three 
times America’s motion-picture box-office champion... surely 
one of the most gifted and versatile young actors anywhere. 
Now his memorable performances as Andy Hardy, and in 


Boys’ Town, National Velvet, Killer McCoy —are matched by 


his first Radio starring role, tailor-made to his talents. 

Adapted by Richard Carroll from an original novel for 
Radio by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan, whose stories have been 
read by millions in the big-circulation magazines, seen by mil- 
lions on the screen. (Latest is Mickey Rooney’s hit picture, 
Killer McCoy. ) 

Produced and directed by William N. Robson, two-time 
Peabody Award winner. With music by Cy Feuer, former 
musical director of Republic Pictures. 

CBS is mighty proud of its boy Shorty Bell—latest in a 
distinguished series of successes from the powerful, produe- 
tive CBS Program Operation. 

Shows like this one explain why more and more adver- 
tisers who’ve been asking for better Radio programs are look- 


ing to CBS for the answers. 


A CBS PACKAGE PROGRAM 
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Shorty Bell was born scrambling. He scrambled off the alleys 
of a big city into school, and he’s scrambled ever since 
—into uniform after Pearl Harbor, 


and now into a newspaper job. 
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Shorty’s a lad who always has the answers — 


except when he meets a gal like Lois, 


and a little too smart for her own good. 





college-bred and beautiful, 
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yearly. CBS pointed out, in con- 
nection with this type station, the 
belief that “film rental and asso- 
ciated program costs will be so 
high that when combined with lack 
of live talent programs and limited 
circulation, such operation may 
prove to be impractical.” 

Type “C” station, designed to 
add local remote operations to the 
“B” type programming, is equipped 
with a 5,000-watt video and 5,000 
or 2.500-watt audio transmitter; 
dual 16m film projectors, a slide 
projector, optical diplexer, one film 
camera and a completely-equipped 
mobile unit. Estimated capital 


72G and You're in Bu 


Continued from page 29 





costs for such a station range from 
$200,000 to $280,000. For such a | 
station to operate 28 hours per | 
week on a 50% network and 50% | 


local basis, the estimated annual operations). 


operating cost is $100,000 to $150,- 
000 yearly. 


? 


$250,000 yearly. In connection 
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Operation of such a/type station ranges from $275,000 
station 28 hours weekly as a 100% |to $450,000. Cost of additional 
local outlet may cost $180,000 — 








ie 


with a station of this type, CBS 
pointed out that it could be operat- 
ed at considerably less cost if it 
were run in conjunction with an 
established AM or FM outlet, since 
facilities and personnel can be 
shared. 


Type “D” station is one equipped 
for all methods of programming, 
including transmission of network 
shows, plus local film, remote and 
live studio shows. Such a station 








is equipped with a 5,000-watt video 
and 5,000 or 2,500-watt audio 
transmitter; dual 35m and 16m) 
slide and film projectors with two | 
film camera chains; a completely- 
equipped mobile unit, and one stu- 
dio equipped with two cameras and 
associated portable video equip- 
ment (to be shared with remote 


Estimated capital cost of this 





facilities, CBS pointed out, such as 
one or more studios, will be re- 


flected by marked increases in op- 
erating cost, which may amount to 
several million dollars per year. 
Estimated annual operating costs 
of such a station operated on a 
50% network and 50% local basis 
28 hours weekly range from $200- 
000 to $300,000. Such a station op- 
erated on a 100% local basis 28 
hours weekly (10 hours remote, 10 
hours film and eight hours studio) 
is estimated to cost from $350,000 
to $450,000 yearly. 





Pittsburgh—Johnny Boyer, vet 


KDKA staffer, was named leading| show biz personalities now eyeing 
sportscaster of the district in poll| the new medium. 

recently conducted by Huddle mag-| 
azine, local sports mag edited by) economics instructor, has been on 
reporter on' 
Boyer got! 
more votes than three runners-up’! 
Babcock’s spon-| (Forced change of plans at the last 
sors on WLOA in Braddock, Local! minute, which sent the show from 
610 of United Electrical Workers,| WNBT’s studio 8G to 3H, might 


Eddie Beachler, 
Seripps-Howard press. 


combined. __ Bill 


have renewed his show for another 
13 weeks. Dave Mintz, from WKRZ 
in Oil City, and Ed Bartell, from 
station in Charleroi, Pa., have 
joined WPG announcing staff. 
Jane Ellen Ball named head femme 


commentator on WJAS, replacing; the 


local CBS outlet. 











plenty of experience before the all- 
seeing video cameras before he 
can fill the job capably. His per- 
sonality was projected with just a 
little too much saccharine, espe- 
cially in the number he sang to a 


doll. With his background in ra- 
dio, films and niteries, the fact 
that he didn’t sell too well on tele 
probably points a moral for other 


Martha Logan, the Swift home 
the show long enough to overcome 


any eamera-fright but she looked 
and sounded extremely nervous. 


have caused her nervousness.) 
Her cooking hints, in which she 
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wraps up a neat integrated plug 
for the bankroller, are probably 
interesting, though, to both the 
hausfraus and the male chefs in| 
audience. Sandra Gahle has 
also been retained to provide her 











“Ras new trails” is one way of putting it, another is 


“setting new standards.” Somehow, we prefer to think of our- 
selves as the network with its skeeves rolled up—working, expand- 
ing, developing new ideas, new techniques—so as to give our 
listeners better programs and our advertisers a better advertis- 
ing medium. 

In living up to this concept, we've often taken the lead. And 
because actions speak louder than “copy”—let’s look at some 
examples of this leadership; and at a few things we have up 
our relled-up sleeve. 
COVERAGE 

We developed Listenability—a moredependable measurement 
of network physical coverage—to give advertisers a clearer pic- 
ture of what they are buying. Our daytime Léstenability figures 
created something of a stir ‘last Fall; our nighttime figures will 
be released in the near future. Interest in Listenability is gaining 
because it is practical and always up-to-date. 

COVERAGE FROM WITHIN 


Here’s another Mutual idea, rooted in the conviction (proved 
by countless surveys) that a station which is the only one in its 
market, dominates that market—with anywhere from 50% to 
90% of the listening. Mutual has nearly 275 such stations— 


serving about 20% of the U.S. radio homes. 


PACKAGE PLAN 


‘To make time-buying easier and to deliver even greater value, 
we instituted the “Package Plan”, whereby an advertiser gets, 
free of charge, all stations added to the network during the 
contract year. Since 1945 our Package Plan advertisers have 
received literally thousands of dollars in “bonus” time. 


RATE CONTROL 


To the bést of our ability we've fought the rising cost of 
advertising. Truc, the rates for some of our stations went up — 
when their power and coverage increased. To offset this we have, 
in three years, adjusted downward the rates for 114 of our stations 
—to the tune of $2,089 per evening hour. Morcover, we are the 
only national network that is continuing the full-year guarantee 
on rates (the others have cut it to six months). We think an 
advertiser should be able to budget at least a year ahead with 
some confidence that his costs won't jump. 


RESEARCH 


We are planning some studies and surveys on one of the most 
important aspects of radio—just another of the things we have up 
our sleeve that will be up the advertiser's alley. 


STATION CONTRACTS AND CONTACT 
After three years of work, we now have all our affiliates on a 


Oo OO 





standard station contract. We also maintain a full staff of field 
representatives to call on stations and work with them on pro- 
gramming, sales, promotion and overall operations. These two 
Mutual ideas not only heip our affiliates and us, but our adver- 
tisers benefit too. 


PROGRAM INNOVATIONS 


We think our Program people, under the direction of Phillips 
Carlin, have imagimation: it shows up in the programs they 
develop and discover. For imstance, Variety said of our new 
Matual Newsreel—“It's about time one of the networks got 
around to a show like this.” Opinion-Aire is the only discussion 
type of show that gives the listeners a chance to express their 
thoughts. Twenty Questions took a parlor-game afd made it 
national entertainment, while Juvenile Jury gives the moppets 
the mike—and what a job they do of it! Other program innova- 
tions include Queen For A Day, Heart’s Desire, Meet the Press 
and the award-winning Family Theater. And Mutual was the 
first to permit and to use transcriptions for network broadcasts. 


PUBLIC SERVICE .PROGRAMS 


We could a tale unfold about the impact of our two recent 
series—“War Babies” and <‘Influence of Radio, Movies and 
Comics on Children.” Our new documentary series based on 
Civil Rights report, is receiving more bouquets than we cam ~ 
remember in a long time. 


- CO-OP PROGRAMS 


Mutual started the Co-op idea a dozen years ago with the 
Fulton Lewis, Jr. show: today it's one of the top Co-ops. Mutual 
started the practice of “big name” Co-ops. Today Mutual leads 
the other networks in number of good Co-op shows and in 
volume—twice as many program sales as the next network. 


TELEVISION 


Don Lee, our Pacific Coast affiliate, is one of television's real 
pioneers—having been active in it for the past 16 years. WGN, 
our Chicago affiliate, is on the air; and WOR will have stations 
in New York and Washington. Altogether we have 33 stations, 
mostly in major markets, under construction or with permits. 
A network organization is in the blueprint stage, and soon we'll 
be in the network TV picture actively. m 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The progress we've made in the past three years can be 
expected to continue—because our sleeves are rolled up. Cur 
stations are benefitting from affiliation with this kind of network 
—which explains why we could go from 300 to nearly 500 in 
two years. And advertisers with eyes on the future, might ser- 
iously ponder the advisability of buying Mutual now—for results 
now and a franchise in the competitive tomorrow. 


MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM » WORLD'S LARGEST NETWORK 
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fashion and decorating notes to 
viewers. 

Best part of the show, in fact 
was that revolving around Miss 
Gahle, due largely to the interest. 
ing trick camera effects worked 
out by Cooley, Tom 
Hutchinson and t.d. Bill States, 
Dissolves and super-impositions, 
with a group of pretty models 
demonstrating costume jewelry, 
were -excelient. As a clincher, 
Cooley himself appeared on the 
show to run a quiz contest partici- 
pated in by four trade paper re- 
porters. Latter were erudite 
enough but, as potential tele per- 
sonalities, they'll probably stick to 
reporting. 

Spenser piugs were confined to 
opening and closing . announce- 
ments and various integrated spots. 
As a result, they were nowhere ob- 
trusive’ but probably still packed 
the necessary sales Stal. 
NATURE OF THINGS 
With Dr. Rey K. Marshall 
Director: Paul Nickell 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 2:15 om. 
MOTOROLA 
WPTZ—NBC, Philadelphia 

{Gourfain-Cobb ) 
Here’s a good way for television 
audiences to go to school in their 
own living rooms—and they can 
learn plenty that way, too. 
Strictly a one-man operation, 
“Nature of Things” has Dr. Roy 
K. Marshall, director of the Fels 
Planetarium of Philly’s Frankiin 
. Siving a visual demon- 
stration on popular scientific sub- 
jects. Obviously an erudite au- 
thority on such subjects, Dr. Mar- 
shall presents his discussions in 
non-technical language that’s eas- 
ily understandable to the layman. 
In that lies most of the success of 
this show. 

On the night caught (1), the sub- 
ject under consideration was the 
Archimedes principle. Dr. Mar- 
shall wisely dressed up his talk 
with anecdota about the way Archi- 
medes discovered his water dis- 
placement law, thereby making the 
subject much more interesting 
than has been done by too many 
college professors. He used min- 
iature props, including a small 
tank of water ard a toy sailboat, 
to demonstrate visually how the 


Pp operates. 

Show originates in Philly from 
the studios of WPTZ, where it’s 
been carried as a sustainer for 
several months. It’s now aired 
over NBC’s five-station network. 
WPTZ crew does an okay job with 
its two cameras, with the simplic- 
ity of the show making it fairly 
easy to handle. 

Last Thursday’s (1) show was 
the first sponsored by Metorola. 
Since it runs only 15 minutes, the 
bankroller wisely limited commer- 
cials to opening and closing spots. 
They were both interesting, as 
done live from the studio. Stal. 


BATTER UP 
With Tom Moorehead, Chief 

Bender, Joe Fulks, Betty Shel- 

lenberger, B’essom Terry, others 
Producer: Milt Shap’ro 
Director: Wally Sheldon 
30 Mins., 8 P.M., Mon. (29) 
PHILA. MOTOR CAR CO. 
WFIL-TV, Philly 

A baseball version of “Informa- 
tion Please,” with the contestants 
who submit questions appearing in 
person, “Batter Up” is the latest 
entry in video sports programs 
here. 

Initial show, handled by vet 
sportscaster Tom Meorehead, went 
off smoothly, helped by the quick 
repartee of guest expert Chief 
Bender, oldtime A’s pitching stal- 
wart. Betty Shellenberger, gir! 
track expert, and baskeiballer ‘ve 
Fulks made up the rest of the 
panel of sports know-it-allis. 

Show has a visual gimmick for 
keeping tabs on prize-winners—a 
baseball diamond with contestant 
“moving up -a base” each time ex- 
perts are stumped. Contestants 
receive sporting goods as prizes; 
cash for stumping. 

Blossom Terry, local model, adds 
eye-appeal, helping Moorehead 
with prizes and other chores. Com- 
mercials and titles are on filr 
Show is produced by Milt Shapiro, 
radio and video package agent. 
Wally Sheldon directed. Shal. 





Detroit — The local chapter of 
AFRA has renewed its contract 
with station WOOD, Grand Rapids, 





‘calling for a basic raise of $7.50 
\in staff salaricc. The pact also 
‘continues AFRA shop. 
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Chesterfield wants to be satisfied too... 


That’s why WNBT was chosen —through 





Newell-Emmett — to broadcast the New York Giant games in 1948. Ht 
| Satisfy Yourself, like Liggett and Myers, that NBC is the it 
| right combination for your television plans. 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY NBC 

80 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA ae hte . 
NEW YORK 20, N.Y. lelerviston 
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VAgieT? 


tele, etc., but for what use it made 
of these wonderful mediums. 
Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak was 
elected Woods’ successor as RP 
head. ~ Cal Tinney carried on in 
comedic vein for 15-20 minutes. 
But after Petrillo, all was anti- ’ 
climactic. As one web exec re- 
marked, “The guy’s sensational! 
He should have been an actor.” 

All Woods could say when J.C.P. 
had sat down was, “It’s a good 
thing I didn’t ask him to make a 
full h.” The bulk of RP’s 
wished he had. 
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| Clear Channels Fight for Life 


Continued from page 27 


y are the wee-watters which are 
allegedly facing bankruptcy if the 
clears hike their power to 750kw. 


Committee members split again 


Petrillo Wows ‘Em 


Continued from page 27 


it. He kidded the Congressional;... has posed as a tough guy, but 
hearing at which he was summoned | has never really been tough. I 
to testify, saying the committee | take off my hat to him, He’s real- 
just couldnt understand why he | istic and honest. 
didn’t have a formal statement to Radio Corp. of America board 
submit. And he rang down the | chairman David Sarnoff, next up 
curtain with an anecdote—“this | after Petrillo, re by say- 
story don’t belong here”—about a jing he thought the AF -network 
bull fiddle player and a bear, which negotiations “lasted so long be- 
a made up in the telling (heavy on | cause the boys enjoyed Petrillo’s 
the gestures) what it lacked im | stories.” Sarnoff added that he al- 
point. Petrillo sat down a pleased | ways suspected Petrillo had a mo- 
and heartily applauded man. tive im pronouncing his name 
‘Realistic and Honest’: Woods “Czarnoff. Case of one czar to 


another, he thought. 
On the industry’s side, Woods Sarnoff, turning serious, said the 
had teed off the mutual admirdtion 


present generation should be re- 
by introing Petrillo as “battered membered not for inventing radio, 
ee 





r 





concern over the possibili 
smaller stations losing their” a 
affiliations if some 20 clears hike 
power to 750kw. Caldwell pre- 
on Senator Tobey’s refusal to ad- | dicted only a few shifts of net con- 
mit that of Caldwell’s state-|tracts among the larger stations 
ments critical of the committee |with the smaller operators in no ‘ 
and Craney. Senator Johnson said | danger of losing local sponsors to 
it was absurd to say “Craney in-|the bigtime outlets. The added 
spired my bill” and Tobey in@i-|power, he maintained, will pri. ' 
cated the Montana broadcaster 


{ ! improve service in areas 1 
might be called to the stand to | now getting clear channel signals 
clear up the charges against him. 


but will not add much additional 
Last night the committee met in 


coverage. Tobey inquired: “Ts jt 
executive session to decide whether | for the farmers, and not the added 
to admit Caldwell’s stinging state.;"evepue, you are fighting for?” 
ment to the record. The vote was|C@dwell’s reply was: “Well, the 
in favor of admitting it. farmers are pretty much on our 
° Caldwell made much of the fact | #de- 

that letters favorable to the bill| Some 65 witnesses are skedded 
‘ had been actively, solicited by;/to be heard. These imelude reps 
Tobey, Johmson and committee jof the four webs, all ef whom will 
consultant Ed Cooper. “I am con-|oppose the bill. WBC and CRS 
fident,” he declared, “the commit-|will also oppose Caldwell’s pitch 
tee is mot going to decide this issue }for 750kw for 20 clears. 

by a Gallup poll of broadcasters.” 


These were the other develop- FORT PULLS SWITCH IN 


' wents: 
: 1. Tobey hinted the committee | 
may later delve into FCC's alleca- 
. tions of FM and television chan- BUYING NEWSPAP ER 
66 : . for outstanding nels. He lashed out at criticisms Miami Beach, April 6. 
Fort Industry Co. cued a re 
versal of the newspaper-buys-radio | 
j possible monopoly control of the | station trend last week by acquir- ' 
most powerful organ of public 
| 4 opinion and propaganda in the 
; country today.” 








Burbank, Cal.—Station KWIK, 
Burbank, has signed a _ contract 
with the American Pederation of 
Radio Artists covering staff an- 
nouncers. It provides minimum 
wages and working conditions, and 
union shop. 
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: ference with FCC allocations, de- 


raised agaimst Congressional inter- 
claring “these hearings involve a 
ing 50% interest in the Miami 


Beach Publishing Co., publisher of 


; ° a or : ‘ : ’ 
Caldwell, voicing a sentiment:| the Miami Beach Morning Star, the 
| meritorious shared by many ohenepers at the Evening Sun and the Sunday Sun- 
hearing, urged the Congress te let| star G B.S : e 
1; 3 FCC decide clear channel alloca- . _— uray. Sart ™ 
: . °° teen See Commission has been dustry prexy, becomes board chair- 
i Service studya the problem for three man of the publishing firm, with 


years, he said, and Congress can- John D. Montgomery continuing as 


aberab aaa 
—————— 


—= 


With deep appreciation, Station WFIL gratefully 
acknowledges reception of the du Pont Award for 
distinguished publie service during 1947. 


not give it 
tien 


2. Caldwell predicted that Cuba 
and Mexico would move in on U. S. 


treaty guarantees in the 
casting 


“the time and atten- 


channels, if the clears aré broken 
down. Both, he said, are propos- 
ing drastic upsets of our present 
next 
North American regional broad- 


agreement. 
3. The solons showed plenty of 


prez and publisher of the papers. 
Deal is believed to represent the 
first instance of a large radio sta- 
tion operator becoming interested 
in newspaper properties. Fort In- 
dustry, largest independent opera- 
tor of radio stations in the U. S., 
owns the CBS outlet here, WGBS. 
Station currently is building a 


50,000-watt transmitter on a site 
three miles northwest of Hialezh. 


It'll make WGBS Florida’s first 50- 
kilowatter. 





As one of only two radio stations in the nation to 









receive the annual du Pont Award “for 


” and “independent con- 
tractor” to be considered. 

Guild leaders note that the re- 
vised sustaining and commercial 
codes agreed to last week by AFRA 
and the networks cover the ques- 
tion of certification. Although the 
agencies and sponsors aren’t direct 
parties to the AFRA codes, all ad- 
here through letters of agreement. 
The Guild has offered to let the 
sponsors and agencies cover them- 
selves by merely signing letters of 
agreement, as they do with AFRA. 
And, the Guild points out, the 
os e.> AFRA-network codes (which the 
bestowal of a coveted recognition. sponsors and agencies approved) 
y calls for “cooperation” in defining 
the bargaining unit for NLRB elec- 
tions. 

ps eee pectiass to- 
ni ) in New York, 

ca worthwhile community activity, we at WFIL shall and Hollywood will take up the 
af — of policy in combating 
endeavor to make this valued award—as its cone Pemuiiee webs ee ee 
te authorize the negotiating com- 


outstanding and meritorious service in 
encouraging, fostering, promoting and ; 
ia ; developing American ideals of freedom, and 
‘ for loyal and devoted service to the nation’ 
and to the communities served by these 
stations”, WFIL is signally honored by this 





Texas Rangers 
Ridin’ High! 


The T exas Rangers transcrip- 





7, By our continuing, whole-hearted support of every 


tions of western songs have 
what it takes! They build | 
audiences... they build sales. 
The price is right —scaled to 


the size of the market and 


donors intended—not merely a trophy presented 


- 


mittee to call a strike. More likely, 
the meetings may merely be in- 
formed of the present situation 
and general strategy may be dis- 
cussed. 

Probably before actually voting 
to authorize a strike the Guild will 
approach the various agencies and 
sponsors individually, to see which 
ones go along with the general 
AAAA-ANA policy. Also, consid- 
erable preliminary preparations 
would have to be made toward 
lining up support among the 
writers of the various top commer- 
cial shows before a strike wonld 


; | even be autforized, let alone ac- 
a ; . ; tually called. 
7 i o- Di lead vy ¥/ One thing appears definite. That 
ai y COMME is that the sentiment within the 


Guild membership is more unified 
te now than it was one the agency- 
‘et Ff : sponsor group refused the Guild 
The Philadelphia Iuquirer Station offer to seek certification under 
it AAAA-ANA “cooperation.” The at- 
uh : AN ABC AFFILIATE titude of the affiliate Authors 
iene Guild, Dramatists Guild and 
, BR Screen Writers Guild within the 

ik REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY Authors League of America is now 
probably stronger in support of 
the radio scripters, too. 


ay for past achievements but rather the symbol of a 


constant and never-tiring service to the people 


wmwvenainivtobas eae 


whom we are privileged to count among our station, big or little, Standard 
or FM. And The Texas 


Rangers transcriptions have 


+ ES SoA RR ee 
5 See EAE TS ae 


listeners and loyal friends. 


quality, plus a programming 
versatility that no others have. 


ean 


Wire, write or phone for 
complete details 
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Cleveland — John Patt, WGAR) 
general manager, elected presi- | 
dent of the Cleveland Convention 
and Visitors’ Bureau. 





\ ARTHUR B. CHURCH PRODUCTION 
\ Kansas City 6, Mo. y 

















ALEXANDER 
GRAHAM BELL | 


was first with his invention of the 1 é 
telephone which became areality 34 
3 on March10, 1876 with the famous 
vee message to his assistant, “Watson come 
here! | need you.” Just as Bell needed 
oi - Watson, you need WJR because WIR is... 
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Radio Lux; New 


London, April 6. 


Radio circles are amused at the 
new aura surrounding Radio Lux- 
embourg here. Hitherto it hasn't 
been respectable to associate with 
the continental watter, which has 
been beaming commercials galore 
into commercial-free England. Un- 
til now Lux has either been 
brushed off, or, as was suggested 
not so long ago in Parliament, at- 
tempted to buy up. 

Now, since start of Isux’s series 
“United Europe Movement,” pic- 
ture has completely changed. Brit- 
ish dailies, which never even men- 
tioned Lux before, are commenting 
on the station and the program, 
with the Star, News Standard-and 
even the stately Times 
paragraphs to them. British sta- 
tions have been shy of the move- 
ment, so that there’s been no gen- 
eral publicity on it until Lux’s se- 
ries started the ball rolling. Pro- 
grams based on Winston Church- 
ill’s idea got under way on Lux 
Feb. 22, on Sundays’ in English, 
French and German, with 10-min- 
ute talks in English beamingeat 
4:20 p.m. and heard throughout 
Britain. Lord Layton, Victor Gol- 
lancz, Lady Violet Carter, Com- 
mander Stephen King-Hall and 


devoting | 


Drops Aloofness Toward 


Se a Sti D ili 
Ringling Circus Clown 
Fatally Stricken While 
- o e 
Being Interviewed on Air 
Albertino, Ringling Bros.-Bar- 
num & Bailey clown who shared 
billing with his wife, Lulu, col- 
| lapsed apparently of a heart at- 
tack while being interviewed in 
i\New York by Joe Hasel on_ the 
llatter’s ABC sports show late yes- 
'terday (Tues... He died a few 
|minutes later. His real name was 
Albert Adams. Act was billed as 
Albertino & Lulu. 
As Albertino fell against the 
|microphone, Hasel signalled the 
imaster contrel room to cut them 
off and fill out the air period with 
music. Medical director of Rocke- 
feller Center was summoned and 


administered oxygen, but without 
avail. 











others have been recorded in Lon- 
don for Lux airing and dailies are 
now taking cognizance, as appeal 
|for general support for European 
‘unity grows. a 
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by Atlantic Refining Co., sponsors | 


Prince’s Princely Take’ 
As Pitt’s Top Bankrolled 


Personality on the Air 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 
Busiest bankrolled personality 
in local radio these days is Bob 
Prince, with a new deal to do a 
weekly audience participation pro- 
gram labeled Nickel-A-Name over 
WCAE for Equitable Gas Co. In 
addition, Prince does a daily quar- 
ter-hour sportscast for Fort Pitt 
Brewing Co. over WJAS as well as 
a nightly newscast at 11 o'clock 

over WCAE for same brewery. 
Not only that, but with opening 
of Pittsburgh Pirates’ baseball sea- 
son, Prince becomes assistant to 
A. K. (Rosey) Rowswell, who has 
been broadcasting games of local 
National League entry for last dec- 
Prince was recently signed 


of the play-by-play accounts, to re- 
place Jack Craddock, who had 
been Rowswell’s aide for -years. 
Craddock’s going to devote all his 


time to managing WMCK in Mc- | 


K rt 

On the side, Prince runs an in- 
surance business. 
to a princely weekly “take.” 





St Levis—With its new 585 foot! via NBC.. 





tele producer and called the shots on some film spots for Brown Shoe 
Co.....Ken Dolan has ordered the waxing of Bob Burns in “The Coun- 
try Editor” for April 9....Jim MeKibben is leaving the tumult of the 
big city for the pregram director spot at Boise. Lathrop Mack, who 
recently folded his station service publication, Radi-Opinion, is alse 
casting his sights on a small town operation, and another seeking the 
peace and quiet of the lesser-pepulated metropoli is Stu Wilson, one 
of the better television emcees. Getting away from the ulcer shift, 
so to speak....Old Fashioned Revival hour has cancelled out its time 


up with a new client. 
IN CHICAGO ... 


is WJJD’s new continuity ed, rep 





fection Jack Sexton, WBBM’s 


| 
} 


| 


Thursday (8).. 
dent of Chi’s radio row. 


| kudo them with honorary LL. D.’s. . 


on the Mutual stations due to an exchequer drought... 
tain “Corliss Archer” until the time is sold or Jimmy Saphier comes 


Dewitt Mower’s forthcoming program 
Spencer Allen will head WGN-TV’s news department 
Owens of the “Breakfast Club” temporarily silenced by a throat in- 


CBS will sus- 


> 


Harry Gilman, one® are producer of Carnation’s “Contented Hour.” 


lacing Marie Karlstrom, who joins 
sales agency Newscaster 
Singer Jack 


director of productidh, tees off a 


twice-weekly interview series from the Bismarck hotel’s Walnut Room 
Former New Yorker Vilma Kurer is the newest resi- 
..Fibber and Molly skedded to arrive here 
April 15 en route to Collegeville, Ind., where St. Joseph's college will 


. Village Broadcasting Co. launches 


a new AM’er in suburban Oak Park within the next three months 


bills itself as the ‘first department 


It all adds up | Goldblatt’s, bankrolling “At Home With Barbara Barkley,” on WGN-TV, 


store in the world to feature a daily 


half-hour telecast from within the store on a permanent basis” 


Pure oil has signed for its ninth ye 
WBKB had to switch 


ar of H. V. Kaltenborn commentary 
to film for four minutes when Ed 


tower located atop a downtown; Faulkner, of General Motors, miscued in mixing chemicals during a 


bank building completed, KWK-FM | demonstration of how to make synthetic rubber. 





Yellowish gas that 


returned to the air last week after) resulted drove 25 spectators from the studio and blotted out the video 


an absence of three months. 


a 











the Westinghouse station serving Portland, Oregon (19th in 
retail sales) and its trading area (one of America’s richest and 


fastest-growing markets) 


NOW | 


increases its power from 5,000 to $0,000 watts.* For advertisers 


this means one-station coverage of most of the Oregon market, ei 


plus a substantial slice of Washington. To sell the Pacifie 
Northwest, do it the powerful way: use KEX with its 








0,000 
WATTS 


@ WESTINGHOUSE RADIO STATIONS Inc . kyw-. KDKA - WBZ - WBZA - WOWO - KEX 


National Representatives, NBC Spot Sales—Except for KEX + For KEX, Pree & Peters 


*BMB maps of KEX coverage are obsolete after April 8, 1948. In preparation: a “mail-map” to define new coverage 


screen. 


in the Quiz Kids “Best Teacher C 
letters 


party for its staff Thursday (1)... 
ing on WJJD April 16 with the Ci 
TV, ABC’s Chi video venture, has 


WGN’s music staff .. Steve Hatos 
dept., is enrolled in WBKB’s tele 
chief of NBC central division sales, 


Fritz, tunesmith of “‘Anonahe Sone” 


Management of Roseland theatre has installed a special seat to ac- 
commodate the 340-pound bulk of Dick (Two Ton) Baker 


Mail count 
ontest” stands at more than 30.000 


. Jack Fuller, former Canadian emcee and spieler, has been 
added to WBBM’s announcing staff 


WBKB tossed an April Fool 


Bob Elsen resumes his baseball cali- 


ty Series Teeoff date of WENR- 
been moved up to Aug. 1 Eddie 
(Last Night), has been added to 
, of Foote, Cone & Belding’s radio 
training course Paul McCluer, 
vacationing at Ft. Myers, Fla. 











novelty it must have drawn a size- 
able audience of first nighters but 
from the standpoint of entertain- 
ment and production skill it fell 
far short of the mark. 

Momentous occasion was the first 
TV treatment of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic from its downtown 
edifice, with Alfred Wallenstein on 
the podium and Yehudi Menuhin 
as guest soloist. Cameras were set 
up in a box and high in the balcony 
and ali that was picked up to fill 
the honte screens was what actually 
occurred on the stand. Long shots 
were lost in a cloudy haze and at 
times the musicians were indistin- 
guishable. The closeups were 
sharply defined but there was not 
much to excite the senses in the 
stroking of fiddies and the color- 
less conducting of Wallenstein. 
Only time he faced the camera was 
on leaving the podium to take his 
walk between sets. 

For music lovers with a passion 
for the finer works of the masters 
it must have been a joyous evening. 
Musically and sound-wise it was 
an artistic triumph, but that could 
have been accomplished without 
the visual adjunct. No attempt had 
been made to broaden the concert 
appeal for those not hep to the 
philharmonics other than a few 
production asides such as panning 
through the audience and the inter- 
mission interviews by Thomas 
Freebairn-Smith. It got a bit bor- 
ing listening to the platitudinous 
posies passed around to those who 
made this epochal event possible. 

The lighting and stage setup may 
have militated against truer repro- 
duction and tricks were played 
with the lensing. - Wallenstein’s 


KJR’S LOCAL ADDENDA 
TO ABC ‘CHILD’S WORLD’ 


Seattle, April 6. 
Continuing its policy of tieing in 
both commercials and sustainers 
with local conditions and striving 





local program immediately follow- 
ing ABC’s “A Child’s World,” heard 
here Saturday mornings. 
Presented as a public service in 
cooperation with the Community 
Chest and Council, the local quar- 
ter-hour features a panel made up 
of a child psychiatrist, a _ social 
worker and a publie housing of- 


for local flavor in programming, | 
KJR is airing a special 15-minute | 


Longhair on 
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{swallow tail at times was white, 
| black and gray and the solid back- 
idrop didn’t do anything for the mu- 
isical crew. Their grouping en 
|masse represented a bleary con- 
glomeration of something or other 
and definition was entirely lost 
'especially when the balcony cam- 
era was on the scan. 
Creditable Experiment 

As an experiment in televising a 
symphony group it can be summed 
up as a creditable job. It’s hard to 
imagine what else can be done with 
such a presentation even with the 
addition of another camera and 
more skilled production. As a first 
for the youngest of the arts it 
served its undoubted purpose but 
this viewer prefers to go along with 
the lady who said, “what good is it; 
when I go to the symphony I usu- 
ally close my eyes to better enjoy 
the rapturuous flow of music. I'd 
rather net see it.” - Helm. 
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“HIRES TO YA’” 








No FM? 
| THEN IN 
|] NEW YORK CITY 
|| HEAR 


| CHARLIE SLOCUM 


On WICC—BRIDGEPORT 





ficial,, who discuss what the chil-| 
dren have said on the network 


600 KC on Your Dic! 
| broadcast and apply their com- 


4:15 P.M., EST, Saturdays 








‘ments to the local situation. 
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WHEW, “America’s Razzle Dazzle Station,” 


proudly pops its top as VARILZTY doffs a 





boff ‘Showman’ Award for “fabulous” “47 
parlay of B.0., pubserv & whiz biz. “Most 


copied” operation’s fourth hudo cues sock 


citation on “How To Run A Radio Station.” 


Indubitably, Your Ho. 1 Purchase in Hew York 
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John Blair ¥sq, & Lo. 
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Sullivan to tell the story of 
rn eenen who murdered the wife 
he supposedly loved (but inwardly 
hated) who supposedly loved him 
as a devoted wife. Sure at first 
he’d made the slaying look like an 
accident, he shot himself when he 
discovered a bridge-playing woman 
friend of his wife apparently had 
found him out. In the payoff, the 
woman friend told a police inspec- 
tor she’d been covering up for the 
wife, who’d been meeting another 
man, and wasn’t it too bad the 

oor husband killed himself when 
Re eame home and found his be- 
loved dead from a fall in the bath- 

? 

If the outline is sketchy, so was 
the air capsule. In 15 minutes— 
actually about 13.5——there isn't 
much time to build up plot, char- 
acters, motivation, etc. As a briefie 
built for a surprise payoff, how- 
ever, it’s a fair item. Sullivan, et 
ail, were par. Doan. 





TORY SWEEPSTAKES _ 

ith Court Benson; Joe King, an- 

nouncer 

roducer: Paul Talbot 
Writer: Lester Cooper 
20 Mins., Fri. (2), 7 p.m. 
Sustainer 

WCO, Waterbury, Conn. ; 

This combination story and quiz 

rogram, packaged in New York, 
had a “sneak” preview here to test 
its audience pull. Program calls 
for skill and knowledge on part of 
listener, as well as alertness. 
There’s nothing hit-or-miss about 
the quiz part; no name picked at 
random from a phone book on a 
million-to-one chance. Narrator 
tells a story; listener guesses au- 
thor and title; a cue is given as to 
name and phone-number of the 
“judge,” and the first one who 
phones in with the answers wins 
a prize. 

a has a lot of merit, be- 
ing narration-dramatizations of 
stories from Poe, Hawthorne, Ste- 
venson and the like that all high- 
school graders should know. Open- 
er was Stevenson’s “Treasure 
igen” narrated dramatically for 

5 minutes by Court Benson. No 
sooner .had announcer Joe King 

iven the “judge’s” phone num- 

r, covered up in a cute rhyme, 
than a quick-witted housewife 
guessed it and phoned in to give 


LIVE JINGLES 









THE PERSONABLE 
AND TELEGENIC 


SINGING, ACTING 


Lanny and Ginger Grey 


Singing Commercials 
for Redio and Television 


1330 Madison Ave., N. Y. 












WE'RE 
COCKY 
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show’s title and author, Program 
should appeal even. ose not 
interested in quizzes, as challenge 
to their knowledge or memory of 
the classics. Benson handles sey- 
eral voices nicely, and sound ef- 
fects are good. 





TENTH OF A NATION 


With Ralph Cooper, moderator 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WINS, N. Y. 


Following the trail blazed by 
several other indie stations P New 
York, notably WMCA and WNEW, 
a special time slot has been set 
aside for discussion of Negro prob- 
lems on WINS. Format for this 
program is straight discussion 
among leaders of the Negro com- 
munity of all issues, local to inter- 
national, which relate to the half- 
million Negro citizens of New York. 


Initial stanza was devoted to a 
rather narrow topic—shopping con- 
ditions on 125th street in Harlem 
—with participants including Edith 
Alexander member of the Mayor’s 
Committee on Unity; Julius Adams, 
editor of the Amsterdam News; 
and Matthew Eder, member of the 
125th Street Chamber of Com- 
merce. Apparently, a nasty situa- 
tion of over-charging and misrep- 
resentation of merchandise had 
existed in the area. The program 
failed to generalize the meaning 
of such diserimination in terms of 
any wider question facing the 
Negro people. 

For maximum results, the pro- 
gram should aim for a listening 
audience cutting across any color 
lines. Why, then should problems 
which are essentially inter-racial 
be discussed by Negroes only, a 
policy which this airer will con- 


sistently follow. Herm. 
_— OF THE FAM 
ith Bert Julian, ton Metz, 


Tutti-Fruitti Trio 
Producer: Porter Bibb 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 
BUTTERMAN ICE 
WHAS, Louisville 
(Farson & Huff) 

New 
duced quiz show, direct from the 
stage of the National theatre, has 
been on the WHAS air five weeks, 
and has undergone a change of 
format which is now y well set 
for future airings. iw got off 
to a rather confused start, but iron- 
ing out process has helped. 

Idea is to put the father and 


‘jmother of a family against the 


TELEVISION } 


children in a test of wits. Basic- 
ally, the setup seems to hold a2 real 
competitive theme, but somehow it 


answer, 


regardless. 


nated by local merchants. 
rather monotonous 





Edwards’ “Walking Man” idea 


Rhyming clues are given and con- 


... about the per- 
centage of yearly 
renewals—nearly 


pertect | 


WIP... 
: MUTUAL 


PHILADELPHIA'S PIONEER VOICE 


} 
ii y 


by EDWARD PETRY & CO. 








agency directed-and-pro- 


just doesn’t come off. Parents are 
inclined to hold back and let their 
kids come through with the correct 

probably reasoning that | for nationwide polling. However, 
winnings will all be in the family 


First few minutes of the show 
are taken up with a recital of pre- 
miums to be given away, all do-|¢rences uncovered in the poll. 
Gets 
hearing the 


Also 


t is a donation to 
Wiesoncky dren, Inc.,” charity 


roup. segment receives 


eavy pl during the half- 
hour — calls are 
made the , none of 


whieh brought out the correct an- 
swer at show caught. 

Music is by a string trio, attired 
in eomie clothes, and the m.c. is 
Bert Julian, commercial manager 
of a Kokoma, Ind., station. e 
teams with Milton Metz, WHAS 
spieler, who es the commer- 


cials and lends an assist to Julian 
on the comedy spots. 


Hold. 





Twilight 


involved, as, for example, in the 
case of NBC in San Francisco. With 
KNBC, the network’s o & o Frisco 
operation, bereft of a TV arm, the 
web has made a deal with the San 
Francisco Chronicle’s video opera- 
tion. Again, NBC finds itself in the 
same predicament in the case of 
Denver. NBC’s five TV applications 
embrace New York, Chicago, Wash- 
ington, Cleveland and Los Angeles. 
Denver’s KOA is out in the cold. 
Comes the day when duplication of 
AM programming in tele may rep- 
resent a major facet of operation, 
and KOA will’ be sharing NBC 
shows with a sight-and-sound sta- 
tion in Denver. 


Repercussions Likely 


The same situation will probably 
be applicable in many other cities. 
That there will be repercussions 
from the AM boys is considered a 
foregone conclusion. ey’re not 
going to like it, despite the warn- 
ing given them that “you may have 
to lose money for several years, 
but an investment in a television 
station will be insurance for the 
future.” 


NBC and CBS are aware of the 
dangers and threats inherent in 
such a setup (it was no problem 
until duplication came into the 
picture) but they’re going ahead 
regardless, staking their future in 
television’s expansion. 


That out of it will come a re- 
shuffling of AM affiliations is con- 
sidered likely. Also, there will be 
AM operators who, because they 
refuse to invest their money in 
television, are expected to dump 
their stations on the market before 
the depreciation in value sets in 
too deeply. They'll cash in while 
the c is good, it’s figured; 


they cleaned up — but good — dur- 
ing the bonanza days of radio, and 
rather than risk losing it on a still 
unproved, medium, they'll scram 
and take the chips with them. 
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NBC expects to use it in other 
NBC-station towns. Locally, WRC- 
NBC is already reshuffling its local 
stanzas in line with audience pref- 


Through personal checkups, 


of Hooper’s mail-diary studies 
average only a 65% return. When 
persons contacted appeared re- 
luctant to undertake the diary 


.|interviewers of the opposite sex 
who succeeded in enlisting about 
half of the recalcitrants. In only 
about 35 cases—largely Negro re- 
spondents—did WRC resort to 
dishing out premiums, in this case, 
weather-birds at a buck a piece. 
To hide fact that WRC was bank- 
rolling the survey, the diaries bore 
the title of the American Research 
Bureau, a dummy organization. In- 
terviewers had strict instructions 
to keep NBC’s name out of the act. 
And to check what effect, if any, 
the diaries had on encouraging or 
discouraging | the respond- 
ents were asked to fill out a form 
recalling their listening done (in- 
side and out the home) in the 24 
hours prior to their diary-week. 
Generally, the diaries tended to 
discourage, rather than encourage, 
listening, it was discovered. 


Another gimmick introduced by 
WRC was an “audience appeg! rat- 
ing.” Each time any of the diary- 
holders logged a show he was 
asked to rate it as excellent, good, 
fair or poor. True value of such 
ratings, WRC said, has not yet 
been established. 

Closely followed 1947 Census 
breakdowns for the Washington 
area, the WRC sample was com- 
posed 54% women; 23% colored: 
and 59% of persons over 35. 
















i WRC was able to get a 96% return |: 
lengthy list of articles and give-|on the diaries it distributed. Most 
aways, ranging from a cocker span- 
| lel to a pair of blue jean§. 
the $10,000 prize contest “Who Is 
Mister K?” This gimmick is prac- 
tically lifted in toto from Ralph| project, the station wisely sent out 


Breen 


District broadcasters will have an- 
other chance to ballot by mail be- 
tween April 5-20. 
Dillard Win Also Upset 

Another upset in the recent elec- 
tion was victory of Everett 
Dillard, WASH-FM, Washington, 
and KOZY-FM, Kansas City, Mo., 
over John Shephard III of Yankee 
Network, who wanted the job. 
Shephard was prexy of the original 
FM trade association, FM Broad- 
easters,. Inc., which passed into 
limbo at the 1946 Chi convention. 
Dillard heads the aggressive FM 
Assn. which took over after 
FMBI’s demise. 

The other four new directors 
met less opposition. Harry Ban- 
nister, WWJ, Detroit, is the new 





lrep for District 1. Incumbent 
‘Bruce McConnell, formerly of | 
|'WISH, Indianapolis, campaigned | 


|for Bannister, who has been par- 
ticularly active on NAB commit- 
tees and in appearing before FCC 
and the Congress. 

H. W. Slavick, WMC, Memphis, 
new director for the 6th District, 
had little trouble, too, since in- 
cumbent Wiley Harris, WJDX, 
Jackson, Miss., campaigned on his 
behalf. William Quarton, WMT, 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa, new spokes- 
man for District 10, had no com- 
petition from John Gillin, WOW, 
Omaha, who dropped out because 
of illness. 

In District 12, Robert Enoch, 
KTOK, Oklahoma City, is a new- 








j 


j 
| 
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hasn't been made known. Rather 
obvious speculation is that he ran 
into obstacles and disappointments 
in his costly effort to parlay multi- 
ple musical enterprises into paying 
propositions through tie-ins (such 
as Vox Records waxing Detroit 
Symphony concerts and _ talent 
booked for Carnegie Pops. 


Last week Reichhold flew to 
Jacksonville to join the Detroit 
Symph, of which he is president 
and which is currently on tour. 
Orch is still his pet project, and 
he’s expected to come to New York 
this week or next to sit down with 
Orr execs and top brass of ABC, 
which is now carrying the symph 
on a sustaining basis, to discuss 
the fall outlook. Expectation is 
that Reichhold will be willing to 
renew a-deal whereby he spon- 
sored hour-long broadcasts half of 
the year in return for ABC carry- 
~ 3 the orch sustaining the other 





Whether, however, Reichhold will 
like the time slots ABC has to offer 
is something else. Web is taking 
over the symph’s Sunday night pe- 
riod after the April 17 concert and 
is expected to offer Reichhold a 
week-night segment. CBS and Mu- 
tual, and possibly also NBC, are 
expected to make competitive time 
offers. 

Reichhold sponsored the ABC 
concerts in be of his Musical 
Digest. It’s understood, however, 
that the circulation push thus 
given it, plus halving of the per- 
copy price, boosted the mag’s circ 
beyond the 50,000 goal Reichhold 
had set; hence the decision to put 
it back in the 50c bracket. 

Both Vox Records and Carnegie 
Pops are continuing. The platter 
outfit was reorganized. Ernest An- 
derson, who was operating the pop 
concert project, bought it from 
Reichhold. : 

_ Ironically, three national maga- 
zines are reported to be prepping 
early spreads on Reichhold, based 
on his many-faceted activities in 
the musical world. 


KSO Prexy Elected As 


Des Moines Safety Comm. 
Des Moines, April 6. 





Station Des Moines, Inc., and vice- 
president of Tri-States Broadcast- 
ing Co., won the office of safety 
commissioner of Des Moines last 
week with a 3,467-vote margin 
over the incumbent. Asked if he 
would continue as a record pro- 
gram conductor on KSO, Bennett’s 
reply was “no comment,” and so 
| far he has given the same answer 
to questions concerning the future 


ment, 





Seattle—Dick Keplinger now do- 
ing a weekly audience participa- 
tion show on KTBI, Tacoma. Title: 
“Tacoma Prize.” 
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M. J. Bennett, president of Radio 


operations of the police depart- , 





Victory 


comer, 
KVOO, 
seek reelection. 

The following —— reel d: 


ucceedi William Way, 
Isa, who did not actively 


Large stations: ower ane 
WJJD, Chi; Paul wW. tee 
WTIC, Hartford, who has on 
the longest tenures of any NA 
ge 

Medium stations: T.A.M. Cray 
WOL, Washington; G. Richard 
Shafto, WIS, Columbia, 8. C. 


FM stations: Willard Egoif 
WBCC-FM, Bethesda, Md. : 
District 2: Michael Manna 
WHCU, Ithaca. ; 
District 4: Campbell Arnoux, 


WTAR, Norfolk. 


District 14: Hugh Terry, KLZ 
Denver. ; 


—————— 


BBD &0 
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account this week. The choice, it is 
indicated, will be some one out of 
BBD&O’s ranks. Agency is also 
going through the process of de- 
termining what help will have to be 
added to service its new queen bee 
and of mulling the space problem 
entailed. 

Unlike the average agency ex- 
periencing a similar run of fortune, 
the BBD&O hierarchy is trying to 
avoid any further fanfare over the 
event. Its disposition, even with 
|the advent of Ben Duffy as presi- 
dent, has always been to stay out 
|of the spotlight and digest incom- 
ing accounts with a minimum of 
alarum and absence of bowtaking. 
Meanwhile it has plunged into the 
immediate chore at hand for 
Lucky, and that’s finding a summer 
replacement for the Benny stanza. 








St. Louis—John J. Reible, gab- 
ber at WIL, last week won the 
“Man of the Month” award from 
the St. Louis Junior Chamber of 
Commerce for February. Reible’s 
award resulted from his work of 
the station’s “G.I.” program, which 
he organized and which consists of 
a for veterans and their fami- 
iés. 


UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.S.T- 
M-G-M—"On the Island With You 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Met.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Major 


Diskers Crack Down on Coast. 
Bootlegging of Hit Recordings 


4 





Holiywood, April 6. + 


Bootlegging of hit recordings, 
accomplished in various ways—in- 
cluding “borrowing” of masters 
from originating factories for noc- 
turnal pressing—has become an 
object of scrutiny of major disk 
companies in this area. RCA-Vic- 
tor, Columbia, Decca and Capitol 
reps met last week and okayed a 
plan to back the battle instigated 
recently by Paul Reiner of Black | 
& White label to halt the thievery. | 
They will contribute the coin to | 
he'v underwrite the crackdown. 


Reiner in recent weeks is said | 
to have spent around $7,000 to se- 
cure definite proof of bootlegging 
by at least two indie pressing 
plants in this area. He has turned 
the dope over to the Treasury 
De ot. : ; ‘ 

“here are dozens of indie press- 
ers in this area that will jobot 
anything handed them to work on, 
with no questions asked. Reps of 
legit firms are convinced that as 
many as 40,000 copies of hit tunes 
are surreptitously . turned out 
weekly and fed into the various 
record markets in competition with 
boaafide platters, at 25c a copy. 
Of course, the bootlegged disks 
look the same as those produced 
from the real owners of a»master, 
and to avoid suspicion the thieves 
concentrate only on hits. 


Uncle Sam Called In 

Al Katz, who handled distribu- 
tion here on “Near You” for Bul- 
let Records, claims he has knowl- 
edge of at least 5,000 copies of 
that tune which didn’t originate 
with him. He’s helping Treasury 
agents uncover the racket. What- 
ever evidence the Government 
gathers, however, can be used only 
as evidence in civil action;. the 
Government will go only so far as 
to prosecute on failure to pay the 
m-nufacturers’ tax. 

It’s admittedly difficult to prove 
that a disk picked at random off a 
retail or coinmachine distrib coun- 
ter is counterfeit. Labels, of 
course, are accurately duplicated, 
and unless there are obvious flaws 





|recording artist. As a song-writer 











Bullets,’ Bullet in Deal 


George (“Bullets”) Durgom, man- 
ager of songwriter-singer Bob 
Troup, has completed a deal with 
Jim Bullet via which the latter’s 
Bullet Records will market a group 
of sides Troup recorded before the 


disk ban. Deal covers eight sides} 


cut by Troup with a trio accom- 
paniment, made independently. 

Troup only recently became a 
he’s responsible for “Route 66” 
and similar items. 


Bounced Bandleader 
Bounces Back at WPEN 
As Sponsored Jockey 


Philadelphia, April 6. 

Billy Marshall, leader of the 
WPEN studio orchestra, which was 
dropped by the station last month, 
is back on the payroll—but as a 
disk jockey. 

Marshall started his program 
yesterday (Monday) complete with 
a sponsor, Al Schwartz, Inc., au- 
tomobile dealers. His band is in- 
tact, currently at the Bellevue- 
Stratford hotel. 

WPEN, recently acquired by the 


Nevins Drug Chain from the Eve- 
ning Bulletin; axed the band at 
the expiration of its contract in 
February in line with an economy 
wave at the station. American Fed- 
eration of Musicians had treat- 
ened “action” but thus far nothing 
has happened. 








BMI Boosts Chi Licenses 
Chicago, April 6. 
Broadcast Music, Incoporated, 
has licensed 14 more Chicago spots, 
including Vine Gardens, Igler’s 
Casino, Crown Propellor Lounge, 
Esquire Lounge, Mickey’s Theatre 
Lounge, Stratoliner, and Fireside 





(Week. ending Aprit 1) . 
London, April 2. 

Tree in Meadow... .Connelly 

Neat vou... .. aw .. a Wood 

Who’s Kissing Her. . Feldman 

Shoemaker’s S’r’n’de..Kassner 


_ Were Sweet 16...... Darewski 
’ Once Wintertime. .Cinephonic 
Serenade of Bells...... Morris 
CAVIIBMCION 6 5 boi eb ks Morris 
Golden Earrings ..,.. Victoria 
Too Fat Polka..... ... F.D.&H. 
Old Postman.........F.D.&H. 
Apple Wedding. .....Connelly 
Second 12 


Peg O’ My Heart. .Ascherberg 
Make Up E’v’yt’ng.P. Maurice - 


Happy Right Here..... Unit 
Coffee Song ........ Southern 
Tell Me Story......... Dash 
Little Old Mill........ Dash 
I Cra A ae ayy Ricordi 
AMG BAW oes hk. oes Connelly 
Cousin Louella ..... F.D.&H. 
South America...... Feldman 
Garden in Rain...... Connelly 
Girl I Marry.......°. Berlin 





SPA-MPPA Run 
Out of Extensions 


That there is no contract now 
in existence between the Song- 
writers Protective Assn. and the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn., 
which have been working about a 
year and a half on a new agree- 
ment, has no special significance, 
it’s pointed up. It stems from the 
fact that John Schulman, SPA at- 
torney, has been out of town and 
not in a position to renew the old 
deal. 


Ever since the old SPA-MPPA 
agreement expired Dec. 31, 1946, 
the two factions have been nego- 
tiating a new contract. The old 
one. has been extended, first 
monthly, then for two-month 
periods. Last extension expired 
last week (31) and Schulman 
wasn’t here to renew it properly. 








Charles (‘Mousie>) Warren, broth- 
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| Jocks, 


Nat Cole—“Nature Boy,” “Lost 


-| April” (Capitol).. Cole’s unique way 


with = refrain, woven around a 
simple heartwarming sentiment, 
lifts “Nature Boy,” authored by a 
Yogi, Eden Ahbez, into the hit 
class. It will likely become as 
much of a standard as Cole’s 
Christmas song, The grooving is 
so distinctive, what with its blend- 
ing of fine lieder-singing, with an 
orchestral design of pure melodic 
charm, as to tag it a sort of mav- 
erick; that is, when compared with 





My Favorite Five 
By ZENAS SEARS 


(WATL, Atlanta) 

“Sqng of India” (Tommy 
Dorsey) 

“Sing, Sing, Sing” (Benny 
Goodman) 

“Sensation Rag” (Yank Law- 
son) 

“Siboney” (James Melton) 

“Wait Until the Sun Shines, 
Nellie” .-(Bing Crosby, Mary 
Martin) 








the usual run from the diskmakers’ 
assembly line. “April” also gets 
the full scope of Cole’s flair for 
sentimental reverie and it likewise 
is primed with a string arrange- 
ment that enhances the song’s ap- 
peal. Frank DeVol conducted for 
“Boy,” and Carlyle Hall command- 
ed the background of the mate. 
The counter repercussions on this 
one have already been felt around 
New York. 

Andy Russell—‘“Long After To- 
night,” “What Do I Have To Do?” 
(Capitol). There’s the tang of hit 
about “Tonight.” Russell endows 
the lyric from “Arch of Triumph” 
with a wealth of melodic’ pleasure, 
and the Paul Weston string-loaded 
ensemble contributes much to its 
continental flavor. An engaging 
novelty, teaming Russell and the 
missus, Della, is the. backer-upper. 
It’s cute bit of fluff, with the Ernie 
Felice Quartet instrumentalizing 














Jukes and Disks 


By-Ben Bodec 





in a disk that do not turn up in| Restaurant and Lounge i bright rhythmi i 
;, . er of songwriter Harry Warren, due |i 4 bright rhythmic vein. 
nce Ae a ~ aging d pete ine a7 With these acquisitions, more|in New York soon to take over Spike Jones—“Down in Jungle 
bootleg gin g P than 75% of the city is BMI-| management of Warren Music, a|Town,” “Ugga Ugga Boo, Ugga 
licensed. Big Three subsid. Boo Boo Ugga” (Victor). Jones 
Ai wy ' yet, many po yt me : — —— 
ie disk company hea ave 
been convinced that pressing VARIETY . - Week of March 27 
plants to which indie hit disks ‘ $ ol - ac ; 
vere farmed for pressing have SHHOSHOHOFOFOO +S 
een cheating. To do it in one ; 
way its simply a case of pressing 1. NOW IS THE HOUR (10) (Leeds).................... eat Eig wy stteeeeeees —— 
SEs aie Pie il; eo A ee | | eee OMS ors 
sizmpers supplied by the owner of 2. MANANA (9) (Barbour-Lee) ............ 0c. cc eeeecceseees ae oad ale eoeeee. ij oe 
2 master, wit the “extras” t Le a in oa eeecsees sa ecca 
spirited into variaes retell and 3. LITTLE WHITE LIES (4) (BVC)....... (Ap eae ie rene .»- Dick Haymes..... vey Decca 
coinmachine marts. Idea of set- : mie 
ting up a similar racket et ome 4. BEG YOUR PARDON (7) (Robbins)....................... } Frankie Croig Ctebin ds ojbullet 
Ci REE RE TE Re Sle es Sin oe ee Rel ese Ben) SS ie i meen 3 ae ee - 
from a legit factory, presumably|~ 5 FOUR LEAF CLOVER (11) (Remick) ...................... J Av? Mooney............ M-G-M 
with the aid of a workman at the Uptown String Band... .Mercury 
latter, and from which mothers and| 6. SABRE DANCE (6) (Leeds) .......... WWewsvanwicasitil ied volo dae ater ag Columbia 
stampers are made an e master , reddy Martin........... Victor 
7. MA’ 
pe ig to its proper place, is . Si anton Ur m o> .0 0 owe en 6 @ eee reeseeeeeeseeesee Vaughn Monroe ceo eeeereees Victor 
é ) (Burke-Vit)..... teeeeceseevesseseess Bing Crosby...:..... .....Decca 
9. TERESA (1) (Duchess) ............ BBW conse cveivccsaead Andrews Sis-Haymes.. . .. Decca 
FRANCE OKAYS COIN Pon Ee ON a, x at ees, ais Mercury 
10. BALLERINA (20) (Jefferson) .......................... {Vaughn Monroe.......... Victor 
TRANSFER T0 ASC AP : * °°" | dtmmy Dorsey........3%. M-G-M 
a a mance Xs France a Coming Up 
S approv e transfer of co N’T BE TRUE, DEAR (Bil | ax iffi 
due the American Society of Com-|$ BECAUSE (Chappell) Ys tase paar Na ia. te poh Chg on LES cee 
posers, u ors and Publishers aw: PeesuneY eb eeeereeeseeeeee @ees erry omo eeeoeaevee ° Victor 
from the French performing rights so mane MARCH (W. C. Hamdy).................0.05. Tex Beneke..... Sie ai Victor 
society, with which ASCAP has a apiro- ) 6d aim, os Oly, 6 ote eS Sree pO eae ee Frankie Laine. eeese . Mercury 
gps iy Sone Freewest Bre BIG BRASS BAND FROM BRAZIL (Morris) .. Art Mooney M-G-M 
not de ely known to AP SCOPES PS AIO ERE ARD Term, Seeree «Hs > vooeee.. M-G- 
ve agp be atiesed’ when the THOUSAND ISLANDS SONG (Morris) ees ee ee eaeweeeeeeeeebes ne fer Bigg tld ha . Victor 
oin wi p here. It’s onnny Mercer..........Capifol 
known only that the recent devalu- BABY FACE (Harms)........ ‘eo tee 6¢CSEbO 0 CEST OV EHD EY VO Oes Art Mooney.......++....M-G-M 
ation of the-frane will reduce the |} DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) .................... a Martin. .....,....Vietor 
cae ot. tae Clinton... Decca 
Negotiations for collection of the PIANIS. “ oe ere ae : 
ch ee ite bate he ren SIMO (Santly-Joy) ete eseeeeeseeetnseseees | poUy Como...+s.0+0./ Victor 
HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) ......... ig re Ne « See D , Perry Como.....s...+... Victor 
K.C. Co. Opens in Chi Jo Stafford.............Capitol 
Chicago, April 6. RED WAGON (Leeds) orev eeesen COCO O THEO Eee eee eeeEese dg Sisters ewe oeeges Decca 
The Kansas City Music Sales Tony Pastor.......... Columbia 
Co., distributor of Damon Records, TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) sete eeeeeeeeeneeeeeeteeessnns | gamuml Kaye..... seees. Victor 
has opened a Chi branch with Ames Bros...... seeeese.. Decca 
pros L. Davidson, president IN LITTLE BOOK SHOP (BVC) (OOOO eee eereseeeeeeeeesse fe Monroe. é-eee60s . Victor 
9 company, as head. George|¢ »HoQUGHTLESS (Feist "***" (Guy Lombardo...........Decca 
be oe oe Missouri - ) SHOP P eee ee eereseress Buddy Kaye M-G-M 
Ss manager pos “eee eee eeeee on 
here, and Bill Warren, recently |? AUL DRESSED, BROKEN HEART (Marks).................000.. om Clark.........Columbia 
with Midwest Music Co,, joined as ; Peggy Lee............. Capitol 
ge ! es rep. MORES : i TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (Southern)..... Se sla a } spe ae Decca 
a cane eeeeeee an H t whe ak : 
has a potential hit in “My Happi- MY HAPPINESS (Blasco) re ee ey iii 2 2 Jon & pied ae gre 
ess. ’ by Jon and Sondra Steele, |} HEARTBREAKER (Leeds).......,. Rooeans Ferko Siring. Soot ag ca pi 
or Damon. Record has been given Ee eae ee ring Band....... Palba 
prenenss play in K.C. LAROO LILLI BOLERO (Shapiro) .............. Picoebiates ; ncogy Lee..........0. Capitol 
cen E. Stovall tak id- ‘ Bee & eT eee i 
son's former job as mankder a na [Figures in parentheses indicate number of week aes ns fc dn: 
K.C. office oo weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
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takes the oldie into a dark 

rica safari, and it’s about safe 
iest and zingiest thing he’s cut in 
some time. Added to the din from 
the sound-effects bench is a banjo 
a vocal by Paul Judson and a mad. 
cap traveloger. “Ugga,” an orig- 
inal, mixes a catchy tune and re- 
pee Pasions § ng Ps interplay of 
was. ards, whistles, h 

and whatnot. a 


Beryl Davis—“Spring in D. = 
ber,” “I Wanna” (Victor). Quite an 
improvement here over some of 
her previous releases, She imparts 
a sensitive quality to the Harold 
Rome ballad and seems to be in 
pretty good command of her high 
notes. She handles the saucy 
verses on “Wanna” with plenty 
personality and zest, and rides the 
rhythm of the piece like a pic- 
nicker on a carousel. 


Danny Kaye—“Ballin’ the Jack.” 
“St, Louis Blues” (Decca). Kaye's 
treatment of the old Chris Smith- 
Jim Burris novelty could whip up 
a new taste for it. Kaye troupes 
“Jack” with a finesse and precision 
that invite a repeat spin. The 
“Blues” stencil is capably per- 
formed but it’s nothing for which 
Kaye can cut an extra notch. 
Johnny Green’s orchestral job with 
either surface is of the plus cate- 
gory. It’s swell dansapation. 


Jerry Wayne —“You Can’t Be 
True, Dear,” “Doodle Doo Do” 
(Rondo). Another one of those 
click eruptions from the fringes of 
the trade. The matching of Wayne’s 
vocal over Ken Griffin’s organ 
disk, which had previously got 
quite a play around the midwest, 
has been skillfully contrived, and 
the wedding, plus Wayne’s per- 
formance, should do much toward 
hoisting the singer back into spot- 
light. 

Kay Kyser — “Cincinnati,” “My 
Fair Lady” (Columbia). Chockful 
of rousing, infectious toe-appeal, 
“Cincinnati” offers as an attractive 
premium the bouncey, well-turned 
lyricizing of Gloria Wood. “Lady” 
comes wrapped in dulcet shadings, 
with Harry Babbitt on the vocals 
and a snazzy passage of trumpet- 
soloing during the interlude. A 
quality double feature. 

Mel Powell — “Anything Goes,” 
“That Old Black Magic’’ (Capitol). 
For a debut waxing, this is more 
than promising; it’s there. Al 
Goodman’s pianist, and also quite 


jan arranger in his own right, dem- 
-onstrates that his is a touch and 


style that’s not only commercial 
but strongly on the imaginative 
side. “Magic” slides along nimbly 
on a boogie beat, while in “Any- 
thing” the trend is more toward 
retaining the melody, and much of 
the play is assigned the sidemen. 

Harry James — “Love of My 
Life,” “You Can Do Wrong” (Co- 
lumbia). Two crack items from 
Cole Porter’s “The Pirate’ score, 
with the “Life” side likely to 
garner huzzahs. Aside from the 
boss’ trumpet, the high points of 
this standout beguine are Juan 
Tizol’s trombone solo and the scor- 
ing of the bongo drums. Marion 
Morgan’s thrushing sounds a little 
strained but it amply meets the 
mood of the number. “Wrong” is 
pitched to a more blithe key, with 
Vinni de Campo and Miss Morgan 
exchanging lyrics and James toot- 
ing a pair of passages against the 
melodizing of the strings. A likely 
pet with the jocks 

Pied Pipers — “At a Sidewalk 


showmanship as well as musician- 


help, the group molds “Sidewalk’s” 
recital of reminiscence into a 
warming bit of melodic harmony. 
The rhythm composition on the re- 
verse side is peppered with lots of 
spark and style. 

Ella Fitzgerald —‘“You Turned 
the Tables on Me,” “How High the 
Moon” (Decca). Smooth and solid 
is the rhythmic going of “Tables, 
with the Daydreamers lending 4 
happy choral riff to La Fitzgerald's 
nifty phrasing and mounting tem~- 
po. “Moon” moves out of original 
text after the first few bars and 
sings into a heated session of the 


jitterbug trade. p 


Platter Points 
The Three Sons (Victor) have & 
wizard of an instrumental in their 
revival of “Hindustan” . . . Stam 
Freeman (Rainbow) shows  some- 


thing super in stylistic 48-ing with 





(Continued on page 48) 


Cafe,” “Crying for Joy” (Capitol). ; 
A disk which attests to superior 4 
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ship. With Paul Weston’s baton to 4 


bebop idiom. A “must” for the i 
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MBOA to Expand on National Scale, 


Hot After Cut in 207, Tax Tap PUBS NIKED 2 YAS. 


Chicago, April 6. 





Board of directors of the Mid- 
west Ballroom Operators’ Assn., 
which met in Chicago last week 
(31), cited a proposed expansion to 
a nationwide group, and contem- 


Berlin’s Guesters As 
Ballyhoo for M-G Pic 





lated name change to National 
Ballroom Operators’ Assn. Group, 
formed in 1937 to cover Midwest 
territory, has been extended to 15 
states, as far east as New York and 
west as Utah, and has 300 mem- 
bers. 

Chicago was named as site of 
org’s annual convention, next Sep- 
tember, with Ken Moore, veepee 
of org, and member of the Karzas 
Baliroom. chain, appointed chair- 


+ man. First membership drive will 


begin in early fall. Membership 
thus far has been unsolicited. 

MBOA also plans to aid in seek- 
ing a reduction of the 20% enter- 
tainment tax, preferably to pre-war 
level,, on grounds that there has 
been a 40% drop in business sinee 
1946. Despite the decrease in biz, 
talent agencies are still offering 
bands at war time prices, and ops 
are taking beatings on both ends, 
it's claimed. 

A committee, headéd by Tom 
Archer of the Archer chain, which 
has been ‘investigating the music 
licensing problem, reported that no 
agreement was reached. Although 
no specific licensing groups were 
named, certain ops expressed the 
opinion that they felt no need for 


a second group (obviously Broad- | 


cast Music, Inc.). 


Irving Berlin is cooperating with 
| Metro on rather unusual angles of 
|exploitation for the composer’s 
| forthcoming “Easter Parade.” For 
|example, Berlin will do two con- 
| secutive guest shots with Perry 
Como on the latter’s Chesterfield 


broadcasts May 4 and 6, on which | 


Como will introduce the new tunes 
in the score. 
least two for RCA-Victor, “Better 
Luck Next Time” and “It Could 
Only Happen.” 

Como at that time will be in Cal- 
ifornia. Singer goes west April 18 
to perform in Metro’s filmization 
of “Words and Music,” based on 
the lives of Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart. His Chesterfield 
show, of course, will then originate 
from Hollywood. 


‘Big ‘Romance By 
Agencies in Try 
To Get Jurgens 


Band business is watching close- 











| 


Meeting was attended by Larry ||y the “romance” being served on 


Geer, — of organization, and | 
he Geer ballrooms in | 


owner of 


Dick Jurgens, now at the Pennsyl- 


lowa; Ken. Moore, Aragon Com- | Vania hotel, New York, by every 


any; Alice McMahon, 


Indiana | agency in the business. Jurgens’ 


oof, Indianapolis; William Wittig, | current contract with Music Corp. 
Pla Mor, Kansas City; Otto Weber | fA e lud . : : 
and Bob Sodenholm. Grande Ball. |°! 4™erica concludes sometime in 


om, Detroit; Doc Chinn, Crystal | June and, being aware of it, other 


allroom, Fargo, N. D.: 


Rudy agencies are doing their best to 








ARTISTS" HEAVE-0; Recording Firms i 





RITISH PLUG BRIBE 


Intensive Search 


To Duplicate Instrumental Sounds 





London, April 6. 





Singer recorded at | 


An agreement has been reached | Krantz (‘4-Leaf Clover’) 
| between British Broadcasting 
Severs Mercury Deal 


Corp. and the Music Publishers | 
Krantz Record, which launched 


Assn. here which is expected to | 
|terminate once and for all the | 

plug bribery that has been ram- | “Four-Leaf Clover” via its Uptown 
|pant here for years. Terms call | String Band arrangement of it 
for the banning for life by BBC | (later duplicated by M-G-M with 
lof any artist proved guilty of ac- | Art Mooney), has severed its deal 
|cepting payoffs, and the banning | with Mercury Records on the basis 
from the air for two years of the | of which the latter was marketing 
‘entire catalog of any publisher | pressings of the tune. Cause of the 
caught participating in such of- | split between Krantz and Mercury 
fense. Agreement also makes |can not be ascertained, but the 
‘either party liable to suspension if |dleal between the two ended as of 
|aecused of payola, until proven in- | April 1, and ail stampers, etc., are 
| nocent. | to be returned to Krantz by May 1. 
| These terms were agreed to fol- | An accounting is also to be made 
‘lowing a lengthy investigation into | to Krantz. 

ithe payola system by attorney | Cancellation of the arrangement 
|William Crocker, widely-known | between the two companies in- 
\triminal investigator, who was | volved no legal tangles. There 
\hired by the parties involved. | never was a contract binding the 
| Crocker is a member of a council | deal, it’s asserted by Krantz, ter- 
including BBC executives which | mination being a simple matter of 
'will have full power to investigate | notification. 

| publishers’ books at any time 
|publishers have been avoiding 


|legal entanglements by declaring | ? 
Plug payments. ad on 
To offset the loss of income by 
Risk AFM Wrath 





artists as result of outlawing of 
the payola, BBC is opening nego- 
itiations to increase scales, which 
|may result in a boost of licensing 
costs to consumers. Only pub- 
lisher payments permitted by the 
new deal will be for special ar- 
rangements. These taps range 





By British Disking 


from $20 for arrangement for 10- 
piece band. 


Deal will be signed Friday (9) | 


{and will be for one year with 
|three-month option periods. 


RCA 10%, Up 





London, April 6. 
Tuttie Camarata, who supervises 
'a majority of the recording dates 
here by London Records, which 
exports disks to the U. S., isn’t 
likely to be conducting disk ses- 
' sions here for a while. Camarata is 
a member of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, which has 
| banned récording in the U. S., and 


Vederbar, Oh Henry Ballroom, Wii- | beat MCA’s time with the leader, 
low Springs, Ill.; Tom Archer, Des | due to the opinion that Jurgens’ 
Moines; Eddie Schima, of the |combo is a comer on a national 


scale. Jurgens’ beef with MCA is 


e though AFM head James C. Petril- 
0) fies ': is understood to have advised 
Camarata that his AFM standing 


| won't be jeopardized if he comes | 


Bete chain; Herb Martinka, Kato | 


allroom, Mankato, Minn.; and Similar to all other leader-contract 


om Roberts of Des 
group’s legal counsel. 


H’wood Palladium May 
Quit Names for Locals 





Moines’ | entanglements the agency has got- 


ten into in past years; he wants 
radio. 

MCA, of course, is in the fore- 
front of the “romance” activity on 
display almost nightly at the 
Penn’s Cafe Rouge. But last week, 
the new Mus-Art agency, set up 





° last year by a gro f ex-MCAites, 
To Offset B.0. Slide nna. | Lyle Tuer cant to a 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Maury Cohen, operator of Pal- 
Jadium ballroom, is seriously con- 
sidering narrowing policy at ter- 
— to local scale-priced bands, 

elieving stronger weekend biz 
will held no matter what the at- 
traction. If Cohen cuts down on 
name policy, it would change the 
whole complexion of booking west 
of the Rockies. 


Following Charle Spivak’s curf- 
rent stand at the Hollywood hoof- 
ing-hall, Henry Busse open four- 
week stand May 4. Cohen has 
offered Art Mooney band a flat 
$2,500 weekly to follow Busse and 
. a = ~v eed a quick deal, the 
ocal- policy is expected to be 
installed. 

Palladium operation has been 
nartowing for some time. Feb- 
ruary top bands were getting $4,500 
quarantees and a split of gross over 
$13,500. When Woody Herman 
opened, preceding Spivak, policy 
was adjusted with Herman getting 
$2,800 weekly guarantee, plus split 
over $9,500. Herman made good 
coin both for himself and ballroom 
during stand, but last two of six 
weeks ran red, which prompted 
Cohen to adopt policy of keeping 
orch only four weeks, on theory 
they normally drain their peak 
b.o. potential in that period. 

Change in Palladium policy will 
be a blow to band bookers because 
they have been hauling name crews 
to Coast on strength of a Pal- 
ladium date, and then building up 
other bookings around such an en- 
gagement. Without the Palladium 
4s an anchor around which to wrap 
other smaller dates, most names 
will be reluctant to stir out of the 
east and midwest. 


| its talking. Thayer in recent years 
‘while with MCA became very 


'friendly with Jurgens. 


Knowledge that Jurgens’ MCA 
contract was near expiration and 
|that he was being difficult about 
| renewing, was imparted to the 
trade on Jurgens’ opening night at 
the Penn. Never has MCA -made 
such a showing at any leader’s 
opening as it did that night. Virtu- 
ally every executive, with the ex- 
ception of Jules Stein, was present. 
They were in N. Y. for a meeting 
anyway. 


STEVENS BOUGHT BY 
LEVINE, SHEET PRINTER 


Stevens Music has been bought 
by Henry Levine, music printer 
and owner oi Jewel and Encore 
catalogs, and its acquisition will 
form the basis for an expanded 
approach to publishing by Levine. 
Latter also is a bidder for the 
Barton catalog, Barton, now deac- 
tivated, has been in financial 
trouble for months. 


Levine acquired Stevens, set up 
a couple years ago by Jack Osfeld 
and Charlie Spivak, in affiliation 
with Broadcast Music, Inc., by 
arranging with creditors to pay off 
the firm’s debts at 25c on the 
dollar. Firm’s copyrights will be 
absorbed by Jewel and Encore, and 
the firm name will pass out of 
existence. Osfeld, who came east 
from California several weeks ago 
to arrange the deal, will become 
general manager of the new or- 
ganization. 
Massey to cover California and will 
add others to his staff. 











RCA-Victor’s royalty statements 
| were issued last week for the first 
quarter of 48, covering Dec. 1 to 
Feb. 29, and the overall total be- 
ing disbursed is approximately 
,10°% above the previous quarter. 
This is due partly, of course, to the 
fact that almost a month of pre- 
Xmas sales are included. Victor’s 
fiscal year runs on the edd dates, 
one month ahead of most other 





states, Camarata doesn’t want to 
risk tangling with the AFM. 
Camerata is currently in New 
York. He was due back here re- 
'cently to plan more recording for 
London, but instead he’s staying 


trating on aiding London’s ca 
from that end. . 
London Records, incidentally, is 


here to cut disks for export to the | 


in the U. S. for a while concen- | 


He has sent Murray | 


firms. looking forward to signing U. S.. 
Coin is now being processed by | artists, if possible, as a means of 
Harry Fox, general manager of strengthening its roster with names 

















iall of whom are MPPA members, |can retail market with names 
disk ban, plus the Gracie Fields 
Babies and College 
But if London can snag well- 
Dance promotion has been a los- and American artists could heip 
student dance spot for the past 33 
erans, many of them with families, 
Marking the first time locally 
owner. soring a segment of Eddie Chase’s 


| as a result of which a total figure | known “only to English record 
recording of “Now Is the Hour,” 
> > e 
Hops Don t Mix, So -known American artists from other 
ing proposition at Kansas State put the firm into more direct com- 
years. Matt Betton, bandleader, 
who plays the area, credited the DETROIT TIMES BUYS 
for dancing not being attraction it 
Production and Marketing Assn. that a newspaper has sponsored a 
“Make Believe Ballroom” over 





* Recording companies which have 


| made disks since the application of 
ithe American Federation of Musi- 
cians ban, and which will continue 
now that the ice is broken to cut 


| when the necessity arises, are in- 
tensively searching for sounds to 
duplicate those of bonafide instru- 
|ments. And when they find them 
\indications are that every effort 
| will be made to keep the identity 
| of the substitutes a secret for their 
,own continued use. 

For example, Capitol Records 
| last week made disks in New York 
|of Leed’s Music’s “Heartbreaker.” 
and “Baby Face.” Rhythm stems 
from something that sounds almost 
exactly like a stringed bass. Capitol 
won't say what was used to make 
jthe sound. Jack Smith made the 
| disking, incidentally, following by 
only a brief period another record 
made for the same company on the 
|Coast by the Sportsmen of two 
| promising new tunes, “Toolie Oolie 
Doolie” and “You Can’t Be True, 
Dear.” 


| Capitol is by no means the first 
to seek synthetic instrument sounds 
for disking purposes but is the first 
ito apply the idea. One other 
| artists-and-repertoire man investi- 
| gated the thought for weeks before 
jthe disk ban was applied and 
lclaims to be able to duplicate vir- 
tually every instrument in the con- 
ventional band. 

Capitol, in cutting since Jan. 1, 
| joins Columbia, Decca and Victor. 
'Columbia was first, with an 
|a-capella arrangement of “Now Is 
\the Hour,” Leeds top-seller, by 
Buddy Clark. Victor did “Deck of 
|Cards” several weeks ago by Phil 
|Harris, also a-capella. Two weeks 
ago Decca made “Heartbreaker” 
and “Sabre Dance” with the 
Andrews Sisters, using harmonica 
'backing. It had used harmonicas 
once before, but discarded the disk 
-as not up to standard. 


| 





Cap Waxes Two By Sportsmen 
Hollywood, April 6. 

Capitol Records waxed two sides 
with the Sportsmen Quartet here 
last week, thus becoming the last 
of the big four to cut over the disk 
ban. ” 

Sportsmen voealed “Toolie Oolie 
Doolie” and “You Can’t Be True, 
Dear,” furnishing their own back- 
ground on “Doolie.” Group waxed 
song twice, etching background on 
one cut and vocal on the other. 
Two cuts were then blended into 
one for final effect. 


AFM Local 47 Woos 


Bigger Quorams To 
Combat Troublemakers 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Local 47 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians is redoubling 
efforts to get more of its 13,500 


members out for general meetings 
in hopes of off-setting clique of 
trouble-makers which has raised 
havoe during past meets. Quorum 
is 150, a figure barely attained at 
the last six sessions. 

Troublesome faction, union said, 
has continually pushed aside mu- 
sician’s own affairs to make way 
for general trade union problems. 
At last meet, group brought up lo- 
cal garment workers strike and 
DiGiorgio farms affair (trouble 
over the hiring of non-union 
hands), handed out pamphiets dis- 
cussing national affairs and intro- 
duced a resolution to enter into 














'Musie Publishers Protective Assn., | known in the U. S. Up until now, 
‘for distribution to publishers, not | London has gone after the Ameri- 
‘is difficult to arrive at. Quarter buyers. It got a huge sales break 
usually runs around $500,000. from the application of the AFM’s 
which helped establish the label 
with U. S. buyers. 
Kansas F lds recording companies, it can further 
Spot 0 its cause. There’s nothing to stop 
Manhattan, Kans., March 30. London from taking such a course, 
F : iti i ther leading U. S. 
College, resulting in the closing | Petition with o 
July 1 of the Avalon Ballroom, manufacturers. 
fact that more than 60% of the 
student body is made up of vet- DISK JOCKEY PLUGS 
Detroit, April 6. 
used to be. 
will take over the quarters, accord- disk jockey program, the Detroit 
ing to A. F. Roberts, building ,Times Monday (29) began spon- 
CKLW. Tieup was handled with | 
plenty fanfare. 


Art Mooney’s Disk Click 


Art Mooney’s recording click on |CKLW are transeribed from Hol- 
M-G-M with “Four Leaf Clover” _ lywood, where he is currently dou- 
and “Baby Face” has gotten him a | bling on KFVD. Coast origination 
shot at a New York hotel. He opens | enables Chase to obtain top names 
the Cascades Roof, Biltmore hotel, | as guests on the Times portion be- 
June 1 or 4 for an indefinite pe- | cause of the double-barreled pub- 
| riod. ‘licity. The Times promotes the 
Mooney wound up four weeks at'show with front page boxes, daily 
|Roxy theatre, N. Y., last (Tues.)| pix of Chase and his guests and 
| night. | stories. 





*. ¢ 


Overture, local’s house organ, not 
less than ome page or more than 


° ° Program has a unique twist in | five on strikes throughout the na- 
Gets Him N.Y. Biltmore | that Chase’s two shows daily on | tion. 


Tune officials said that the con- 
tinual departure from musician's 
affairs has caused many members 
'to ankle meetings before adjourn- 
'ment. Union feels that majority of 
/members is now annoyed enough 
_to attend meetings in large enough 
‘numbers to keep musician’s affairs 
on the agenda and curb disturb- 
\ing element. . 
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SUMMER BAND BOOKINGS STRONG © 
Tele Band Remotes Will Right Wrong ||FANING TOWARDS Transcription Outfits Meet im N. Y. 
Ballroom Impressions, Says Geer) pIIYERS’ MARKET! To Weigh Tactics vs. AFM Disk Ban 


Porn — AI + ’ 
h or the - i : . 
Ballroom ops here Oscar Straus and Wife sane seency , Cxecutives, one-| Davis to Lead 75-Piecer 
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Lewis Teegarden, attorney for 
| Standard Transcriptions, Coast re- 
| cording outfit battling to upset leg- 


4 ep Farts es 
sa yet meee sommes 


west Ballroom Operators Assn. 














board, meét last week expressed 
the belief that television will bring 
the biggest hypo to danceries since 
the introduction of juke boxes. 
Reasoning is that tele will for the 
first time introduce many average 
citizens to the interior of a ball- 
room via remote broadcasts. 
Larry Geer, MBOA prexy and; 
operator of the Geer ballrooms of 
Iowa, said too many people still'| 
have the quaint idea that danceries | 
are dens of iniquity. Television, he 
predicted, will break down this) 
prejudice by showing ballrooms as} 


they really are. 


—_---— 


Himber’s Remote Ideas 


First danceband reniote on tele- 
vision may stem from the Tavern- 
On-the Green, Central Park. Rich- 
ard Himber’s orchestra has been 
booked into the spot for the spring 
period and he’s endeavoring to ar- 
range a tele pickup so that he can 
use to advantage the magi and 
other sight gimmicks he’s been em- 
ploying for years in conjunction 





grated to America. 


New American Citizens 
Eminent Viennese composer Os- 
car Straus and his wife, Clara, be- 
came American citizens on Mon- 
|day (5). He’s in his late 70s. 

Straus, originally Austrian, be- 
came a French citizen before Hit- 
lerism. After the Nazis seized his 
castie and belongings in Austria 
and then occupied France, he mi- 
Like many 
other non-“Aryans,’ Mrs. Straus 
was succored by the townsfolk 
whom she had befriended in years 
past, although she could only be 
permitted to leave the country at 
the price of all their worldly pos- 
sessions. 

Although honored by the French 
government, and many of his 
works published by (the late) 
Franicis Salabert 





longed to the British Performing 
Rights Society, instead .of to the 


night and lecation salesmen are 
viewing the coming summer sea- 
son with some jubilance. Frem 
where they sit at this date, book- 


| ings for the various standard one- 
| nighters, locations, etc., which con- 
| fine themselves to Decoration Day 





. : ‘ally the American Federation of 
At GOP Convention Musicians’ disk ban as it applies to 
Washington, April 6. |them, met in New York last week 
Meyer Davis will conduct a 75-|with reps of other transcription 
brass band at the Republican | outfits. Teegarden asked various 
National convention, in Philadel-|transcribers to meet with him for 
phia, in June. ithe purpose of urging other com- 
| Davis is known as the 


“White inanion to join Standard in the AFM 





in Paris, the | 
composer for many years has be-| 


|to Labor Day seasons, are being | 4 


; 


|filled out better than last year. 


that enough customers show 
weekly at the various spots to 
justify their feeling that the band 
business will begin to move up this 
summer out of the slump that 
gripped it all winter. And that a 
possibility takes heart from the Set Up ns New York 
statement of Julian North, opera- 7 ae 
|tor of Lake Compounce, Bristol,| Patmar Music, owned by Dennis 
|Conn., and president of the New | Day and Jack Perrin, is expanding 
England Park Men’s Assn. He’s of |its activities. Firm opened New 
the opinion the dance biz will be | York headquarters this week, 
better this season. headed by Mac Cooper, formerly 

While many standard buyers are | with Santly-Joy. Day and Perrin, 
set with commitments filling more|in N. Y. last week, made the 
than 50% of their needs, there’s | arrangements. 
still a great deal of resistance evi- | Patmar, unable to find office 
denced toward high prices. This! space as yet, will temporarily be 


office. 


Dennis Day-Perrin 




























































































































































































ouse maestro” because he has | argument 


: |conducted at presidential parties| would go along with Standard. So 
SE ee ae es ne Pare since Warren G. Harding held | far he <a cadthe definite answers. 


and determine which 


Reps of Langworth, Capitol, NBC 
and Associated, all N. Y. firms, met 
with Teegardeh. He had with him 
National Labor Relations Board 
blanks for anyone who wished to 
join in the fight against the AFM. 





While Teegarden didn’t admit it, 
it’s said the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters is financially backing 
| the maneuver. 


| Teegarden assertedly has not yet 


;decided which angle of the case 
| will be the foundation of his attaek 
|on the disk ban. Top approach is 
understood to be the fact that the 
junion has never labelled its disk 
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: : ; ’ 1| ban as a strike, hence bandlead- 4 
with his. music. Pacman Loe or SACEM | has ———, Deyn. 4 ee gar Valnies ee Lane ers still under contract to Standard 
Himber opens April 14 in a room | if page were bound to reeord fer the com- H 
that has been refurbished and pany. Bs 
which now seats around 600. Tav- 
ern’s idea is to use names such as } 
Sibir in the soning’ aad fl BETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— v....; 
but to revert to non-name material jesiic, app 
during the summer. Its huge out- | ' i 
: door pavillion doesn’t need name | VARIETY -- a s'jial — ‘ i 
strength during the summer; it 2 & |-2| 2 
draws capacity anyway. Survey of retail disk best a e |! Oo] - ~ 
Ameriean Federation of Mu- sellers, based on reperts ob- 2 B3il4i gis § 5 
sicians so far has made no provi- | tained from leading stores in Sin 2 Sian elscliel Th 
sion for the possible pickup of 1] cities, and showing com- s| 3 wiaul| £1 S| @]/2|8|a/ o Eugene Traeey, head of Majestie 
remote band tele broadcasts. It has ory te — an. i ee >| elali Sin! 313 3 ® 101%] T | | Records, is in New York currently 
not given permission for any of | Ei s| S|) 28!) &)S) sleielsi.a for discussions concerning the pes- 
that type of video work and so far $1 3] s1 8/8 Tle! &@lalal<| © & | sible sale af the recording division 
is said to be sidestepping such ar- 3).3) SI2ZLS| JLst tES Lely of Majestic Radio & Television 
rangements. Only channels for the | Ww En 4 T/ el Bi! J sis n| & | Corp. He has had several offers 
use of music on. tele already National eek ding y ~| O12 2| s|m| = | nO} = P for various portions of the firm’s 
opened are studio shows, plus pub- Rating k ° 3 Ms i I Sie] & ] & 4 & a assets and has a a 
lic functions at which music may | ril SZie@isc! Fig i Jack Kapp, president of Deeca 
be incidental, sueh as parades, | ' P . @ Si Fi<¢| */ 8g & Sisiel N Records. Decca deal is still very 
rallies, ete. || This Last e/ Bi 31 s/3/ 8/8 oes . 3; 8 mucli alive. 
! || wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title - zi\Olsisgi3i ala! Slalalzi s Meanwhile Majestic’s News 
| _ . > ON pressing plant remains closed an 
ua the ART MOONEY (M-G-§) 4 2 54 it’s burning its artists, notably 
Upbeat 1 2 “Wour-Leaf Clover” ................ 7 &= 3 4:83 3 ae r Eddy Howard, the firm’s top name. 
| PEGGY LEE (Capitol) x - .-@ —— “Biggie” Levin, a rey, th 4 
2 | ee gd a rn a ae See Se oa F had discussions wi racey in - 4 
| - } 
New York CIE FIELDS (London) cago last week but what came of te 
¥ oS ee . “How is the Hear. fe re 9: i. 2h Bs 40 | | them is undisclosed. It’s unlikely, i) 
Frank Dailey expects to resume TFFEN (Rondo) however, that Howard will be abie e 
his Saturday afternoon “Matinee — po * on Sena”. 3 5 1 1 34] |to wrest himself loose from Ma- ny 
at Meadowbrook — ce anal 4.12 “You Can ow eM 22 rapeepetnaeanspeae—aeniets —__—— jestic until eine ar is MS 
Louis Prima current at his s MACKLIN MARRO reassigned to a buyer e firm’s Wi 
whieh has decidedly improved its ke en eae Pe x. SS 3 °.. .. 8 31 F | assets. He's tied fairly tightly, it’s iy 
iene tle ee ee oe BING CROSBY (Decca) ‘ : } ag | | claimed. 4 
’ 6 4 “Now Is the Hour”. i Pe — a 
Carle played to 2,900 and 3,500 re- . wy , Majestic Files Figures tag 
spectively, Friday to Sunday eve- ‘ . —— LAINE (Mercury) ‘ ae ce” aay Chicago, April 6. Hi 
ning . Palisades Park, Fort Lee, e604 des 40 @ b 04.0 OSS s & 06 6 Oe O88 - a) «* - - Majestic Records ast wee fil d Cty 
N. J., resumes using bands April WOODY HERMAN (Columbia) . 93 | |2, Summary of [abilities totaling if 
17; spot is confined to weekends 8 14 “Saber Dance”...... < eee 4 he eh ee - 2 5 $1,264,628, and assets totaling tf 
until May 29; Henry Jerome, DICK HAYMES (Decca ; $989,760 in Chi federal district 
—— Paxton, ye a Ei, OO eee ee eee gout. afore ry: Phillip a 
Cross are ...Mus- = i van. This does not inclu 
PERRY COMO (Victor) . . 
agency snagged most of Jantzen “ 4 . @& due artists and publishers, which 
Beah, P . Ore E se . buy- 10 15 Because” oe ee ewes s eo e ee eeeoesese ees 10 cs H is still being determined. 3 
ether aarncy bande ofilin || 4, yy BNGgCROGEE DSS ee oe a a | coronene Mave 
Prima into Cliek Club, ee - “*« -° o- - ee os ee largest secure creditor, w ce 
Philadelphia, May 3 for three FRANCIS CRAIG (Bullet) ery owing $115,074 in fed a “ 
weeks ..Mary Kaye Trio into Jai 12 T “Hee Your Pari@em™: ...... 06s. .06ca Mae | 4 ge Ss . $6,890 in state taxes, and $2, ft 
Lai Club, Columbus, for three FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) county taxes. Parent —— 1] 
Maes ks ..Columbia Records, | 33 11 “Dickey Bird Song”................. (hte ab ee Be. See eee Majestic Radio and penne oe | 
90c, maki —— : > | TEX BENEKE (Victor) $787,013, and the Walter E. Heller Hi 
$3.90 ig ee an |] 1415 “St. Louis Blues March”............ vara al Daves WermeTer REET he Sf Fe 
Lombardo music offices in New| ROSETTA HOWARD (Columbia) mA 10 | | bolas serusities — at. $84,238, 
York rifled of typewriters, a trom-| | 154 14 “Ebeny Rhapsody” ................ pee: Pe? ae Fa ee CE is: lis 95: meriean 
bone, etc... Frank White, Colum- KING COLE (Capitol) Federation of Musieians, New 
3 bia Record president, will chair-| | 15B OR ae oe ON ee Se ae ES .. 10 § | York, is on books for unsecured 
: : : y - 15 
4 man Music Division of N. Y. Can- VAUGHN HORTON (Continental) $30,417.15, ste tehed Gal 
| See, Committee “drive. Alan | | joa. “Teolie Ooolie Doolie™ nn. sje i | ee 
4 alk Gian tee ae ae | STAN KENTON (Capitol) Dorey, $750. Eddy Howard, label's ; 
‘ shows over WCBB or : K yt “d || 16B 12 “Lover” seat teres eeessoces 5 8 9 biggest name and believed to be 
7 me ae > PRIMA (Victor) company’s top creditor, is not es 
: next month. LOUIS PR | . 
onth...Joe Derise, organiz- 
; i ‘ ‘ “ I a a ; “es 9 listed, but will probably be in- 
; Be his own orchestra...Buddy | J 16C __- 1,000 Islands Song’ SESE TEESE ES, cluded in summary now being com- 
i asch starting disk jockey show} |. ARTHUR GODFREY (Columbia) summary aad 
‘ Charlie Parker and Freddy, | i6p “1,000 Islands Song”................ 2 9 seeing igi y Bg expected to tata 
= iot ee igen rs ot ae FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) ocin Other major creditors include 
on oO “ ie” - o* Tr oe se oe os ee . . 
16E 6 Saber Dance Boogie”............... Teas Bart Laboratories, $20,832; John 
= i JULIA LEE (Capitol) Horn Printing Company, $24,795; 
17A ~ 6 6. gi Pree errr rerer . -: +; 3 8 Montrose Corp., $24,256; Elizabeth- 
Hollywood ART MOONEY (M-G-M) town Corp., $19,629; lag mee 
Charlie Barnet band playing | 17B a ee ee Te ta ee oe eT aoe ee a ee 8 ad agency, $13,010, and Universa 
Weekends at Trianon ballroom... | _ _. Recording Corp., $1,937. _ : 
Frank DeVol, using 23-piece Capi- ! | 2 | 3 ‘ Stock in the company is he 8 
= recording crew, will play series | FIVE TOP NELLIE LUTCHER ; “MEMORY LANE”, “AT THE PIANO” | “GOOD NEWS” TO TOWN’ Radio anid Srube Cece. Meisentaaen - fi 
re-<biiiem caine hw ng crew | ALBUMS Capitol Victor Frankie Carle Orig. Cast Derothy Shay pany alse listed liabilities totalin : 
Jimmy Dorsey has reorganised his | Vaughn Monroe Columbia M-G-M Capitol $496,515. and assets to ; 
(Continued on page 46) | ania of 
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OOOO CCECHH HE OF 


SWINGING AT THE 

BOWL 
With Fred Reynolds 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
WGN, Chicago 

Fred Reynolds, dialog writer 
of the “Harold Teen” comic strip, 
portrays that perennial adolescent 
of the Chi Tribune-New York News 
syndicate in this juve-slanted ses- 
sion, which preemed April 3. Show 
will parallel the cartoon career of 
Teen, who is skedded for a black- 
and-white debut as a deejay. 


SUGAR- 


ee ee ee ee ee ee i et 


 Disk-Jockey Reviews 
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6 EE ee OOOO 6-6-6636] 
voice, but he doesn’t sound as if 
he’s in love with it. Intros to the 
disks, which are on the hot side 
without being too deep in jazz, are 
short, informative, and casual. 


Small lays off the sugar, but still 
manages to get across with an in- 
timate appeal. He gives the lis- 
tener an idea of the background of 
the tune, the artist, and then spins 
his disk. Every so often he makes 
with a joke, but he quite obviously 
doesn’t expect any real yaks, and 
he doesn’t go in for that disk 
jockey plague, wild guffaws over 
his own efforts at humor. 





| ee he he he i he 


~vrwrewewry TY 


Reynolds’ patter is right out of | Maybe it seems that Small’s chief 
the Teen balloons, but he falls | virtues are the things he doesn’t 
short in the larynx department. | do, but in these days when every 
Voice has undertones of maturity | platter spinner is trying to be a 


at odds with the Teen stereotype. 
Pitch could be somewhere between 
the vocalistics used in creating 
Henry Aldrich and Dagwood. 
Disks on opener were introed as 
requests from. characters in the 
strip. References to “Brick Jack- 
house” were somewhat overworked, 
but that’s understandable since 


* Jackhouse is patterned, after Jack 


Brickhouse, WGN’s sports service 
manager. 


Well-balanced disk lineup ranged 
from Benny Goodman to Peggy 
Lee, with a passing nod to Dixie- 
land. Reynolds’ comments on side- 
men were valid and informative. 

Bazt. 


- JAM SESSION 


Marshall Small 
Saturday, 3-4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KUTA, Salt Lake City 

Marshall Small whips out a 
smooth, easy to listen to half hour, 
by following the simple, and not 
sufficiently appreciated technique 
of taking it easy. He has a nice 








character, it’s a relief te lHsten to 
a guy who figures that maybe the 
people at the loudspeakers are just 
as happy when they get a bigger 
share of nusic than talk. Small is 
the kind of jock you can listen to 
while you’re reading, or you can 
give him all your attention. Either 
way,-he turns out a solid session 
of entertainment. Berl. 


Longhair Selling Of 
Kenton Album by Cap 


Capitol Records will try a fresh 
approach to the marketing of Stan 
Kenton’s future album titled “Pres- 
entation of Progressive Jazz.” 
Material on these disks is of such 
a nature that Capitol believes it be- 
longs in the realm of classical mu- 
sic and will endeavor to induce 





longhair disk shops to carry them. 


Album is to be released within 
the next few months; there is no 
definite date. 














Watch jor the New Dance Sensation 


“THE MEXICAN SHUFFLE” 


as Featured by 
XAVIER CUGAT 
on Columbia Records 


PEMORA MUSIC CO., INC. 
1650 Broadway, New York 19 


Music Notes 

Charles Laughton has plattered 
a few sides of religious disks for 
Decca. No music was used... 
William Lava will cleff score for 
“This Side of the Law” at Warner 
studios.. Deep: River Boys inked 
for stand at New York Strand the- 
atre, starting April 15.. Marion 
Hutton in this week for three 
weeks at Slapsy Maxie’s. Comedian 
‘Billy Vine in, too.. Leith Stevens 
assigned as musical director for 
John Payne-Dan Duryea co-starrer, 
“Larceny,” 
tional.. Leigh Harline set to cleff 


Green Hair,” Pat O’Brien, Robert 
Ryan, Barbara-Hale starrer . Jack 
Brooks and Saul Chaplin have 
inked three tunes for John Beck’s 
“The Countess of Monte Cristo,” 
Sonja Henie starrer at Universal- 
International.. Hugo Friedhofer 
inked to score “Take Three Tenses” 
for Samuel Goldwyn. . .Ralph Burns 
has completed scoring of George 
Pal’s upcoming “Tom Thumb” and 
rejoined Woody Herman orch, for 
which he arranges, in Columbus, O. 

. Jessie Price has installed his 
combo at Greenspot, San Bernar- 
dino, for indef stand. 


Lena Horne inked for two-week 
stint at Cave nitery, Vancouver, 
B. C., beginning April 19... Uni- 
versal-International inked Tex Wil- 
Hams band for another musical 
short. Success of initial two-reeler, 
“Smoke, Smoke, Smoke,” led to 
new pact... Jack Brooks and Saul 
Chaplin cleffing tunes for Sonja 
Henie starrer, “The Countess of 
Monte Cristo,” to be produced by 
John Beck.. Frankie Laine con- 
certing in Indianapolis, March 31; 
Louisville, April 1; Cincinnati, 2; 
St. Louis, 3; Toledo, 4; Buffalo, 5; 
Pittsburgh, 7; Cleveland, 8; Day- 
ton, 9; Columbus, 10; Akron, 11. 
Tour is being sponsored by Mer- 
cury Records and being handled by 
Norman Granz.. Adolph Deutsch 
has been pacted by MGM for scor- 
ing and conducting tour.. N. J. 
Hartford has joined Pan-American 
Records as publicist.. Leonard 
Sues and Kermit Goel cleffed 
“Don’t You Leave Me” for Co- 
lumbia’s “Sweetheart of the 
Blues”...Rodgers and Hart tune, 
“The Lady Is a Tramp,” fromthe 











hit legit musical, “Babes In Arms,” 
| will be sung on screen for the first 
|time in Metro’s “Words and Music,” 
Rodgers and Hart biopic. Lena 
Horne will handle vocals and also 
sing “When and Where’... .Serge 
Walter and Jack Brooks will cleff 
ag tes for “Rogues’ Regiment” 
at U-I. 


at Universal Interna-| 





score for RKO’s “The Boy With) 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.s 


_ Covers — 

Band . Hotet Weeks As] Coren 
Emil Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2) ............. 2,295 ‘salons 
Dick Jurgens...... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)....6 1.775 9 “ 
Shep Fields*.... New Yorker (400; '$1-$1.50)..:: "6 1'300 Taga 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ...... 73 800. 65,250 
Lawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400;, $1-$1.50) | 3 1,350 4/500 
Buddy Moreno. ... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 2 '350 1 "750 


*Don Richards-Robt. Lamouret at Waldorf; Ice Show at New y 


orker, 





Chicago 
Skinnay Ennis (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 


cover). Easter week bolstered sagging grosses. 
Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $2-$3.50 min.). 


Fields snappy 3,900. 
Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, 
Ice show getting fine reception. 


Fancy 3,500 diners. 
Kay Starr, 


Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Slick 4,200. 


Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 


Lucienne Boyer drew 2,100. 


George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min ) 


Continués well on extended run. 


Tidy 3,100. 


Los Angeles 


Joe Reichman (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 


Weak 1,720 tabs. 


Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Poor 1,800 covers. Holy Week 


slashed grosses. 
Joe Reichman (Ambassador; 900; 


Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


$1.50-$2). Strong 2,430 tabs. 


Hefty 2,550 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Tommy Carlyn (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


tremendous 17,200. 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.). 


Closed Sunday (4) after 


Jack Cole dancers, Jackie 


Green and Connie Haines picked up nicely. Handsome 4,000. 


Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


Husky 18,000 for first stanza, 


Art Kassel (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Easter meant biggest week 


in some time. Nifty 2,500. 


(Los 


Charlie Spivak (Palladium B., Hollywood, 2nd wk.). 


callers. 


Charlie Spivak (Palladium B., Hollywood, 3rd wk.). 


callers. 


Angeles) 
Fair 12,000 


Very poor 8,200 





Rhapsodette, New Indie, 
Will Deal in Kidisks 
Hollywood, April 6. 

_ Rhapsodette Records, new Coast 
indie label, has been formed by 
Mortimer Singer, Robert S. Butts 
and L. McDonald. Firm will deal 
in kiddie and novelty platters pri- 
marily and branch into oatunes 
after wax ban is lifted. 

Singer is also affiliated with 

Rhapsody and Clover labels. Butts, 


attorney, and McDonald are new to 
the platter field. 





TOUTS FETE WARING 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Coast songpluggers turned out 
en masse for luncheon in Fred 
Waring’s honor at Tom Breneman’s 
last week. 


Waring, on vacation here, was 
toasted by 95 contactmen. 








* 








THE 
EDDIE CANTOR 


(DOWN ON THE PIER AT SANTA MONICA) 
M-G-M RECORD 10145 


A JUKE BOX SMASH! 
Recorded by 





JIMMY AND MILDRED 





APPEARING BY POPULAR DEMAND ON 





NBC — APRIL 8TH 





_ ALSO APPEARING ON 
MARK WARNOW'S “SOUND OFF," APRIL 12, CBS 
COMMAND PERFORMANCE, APRIL 20, OVERSEAS 





Radio—ARTISTS AGENCY, BEVERLY HILLS 
Publicity—BOB WEISS, BEVERLY HILLS 


U. S. ENGINEERS CAN’T STOP THIS TIDAL WAVE FROM THE PACIFIC! 


WHEN VERONICA PLAYS THE HARMONICA 


MULCAYS 
SHOW 


Thanks Johany Mercer, it Was Great Appearing with You on the "Call for Music" Show, March 26, CBS 


Written by TOMMY MACK and THE MULCAYS 
DUCHESS MUSIC CO. 


VOCAL ON “VERONICA” BY PATRICIA KAREN 


P. $.: “VERONICA” IS GRATEFUL TO ALL THE DISC JOCKEYS FOR PUTTING HER WHERE SHE IS TODAY! 


> ROE 

















On the Upbeat | 
Continued from page 6 eae 


orch for eight weekend stands at 
Casino Gardens ballroom, starting 
April 9. Gardens wili open on full- 
week policy after Dorsey leaves, 
May 29.. Jan Savitt outfit and 
Jack Durant at Flamingo, Las 
Vegas.. .Frankie Carle band, with 
vocalists Nan Wright and Gregg 
Lawrence; at Columbia’s N. Y. 
studio making a two-reel short .. 
Stan Kenton band inked for jaz 
concert at Oakland aud June 17, 
and another bash at San Francisco 
Opera House, June 30. For each 
date, band gets 50% of gross. 


Chicago 
Chi office’ of Mood Music closed 


...Sherman Hayes returns to 
Martinique in June, following 
Wayne Gregg ...Eddie Hubbard, 
WIND disk jockey, off “ABC Club” 
due to illness; Dave Garroway, 
WMAQ spinner, “Two Ton” Baker, 
Sony Howard and Mel Torme tak- 
ing turns as subs... Paul Davis, of 
McConkey’s Kansas City office 
joined Mus-Art’s band department 
here ... Jimmy Palmer, currently 
at Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, into 
Kennywood Park, May 24 .. . Chick 
Kardale, contact man for Morris 
Music, to New York to bedside of 
ailing) mother....Charlie Spivak 
set for Aragon Ballroom, in July 
....Joe Venuti headlines next 
show at Sherman hotel, April 23 
....Bob Berke into Pla-Moor, Kan- 
sas City, May 20, eight days... 
Betty McGuire All-Girl orchestra 
into 400 Club, Dodge City, Kansas, 
Monday (5), two weeks... .Jimmy 
Featherstone into Oh Henry Bail- 
room, May 5... .Herbie Fields goes 
to Stage Door, Milwaukee, May 1 

...Ray Herbeck currently at 
Dutch Mill, Lake Delavan, Wis- 
consin....Lionel Hampton plays 
concerts at Mir-A-Mar Ballrom, 
Gary, May 22,. and Civic Opera 
House here May _,.. Robert 
Crum’s new Dixie!and band at 
Rupneck’s Lounge....Page Cav- 
anaugh Trio at Forest Park hotel, 
St. Louis, for four weeks Strand, 
New York....Louis Armstrong 
debuts couple weeks at Riptide, 
Calumet City, May 11.. .. “Doe 
Craig, arranger, doing special ma- 
terial for chirp Kathleen Dennis. 
TT 


Dynamic Instrumental—recorded by 


ARTHUR FIEDLER (Victor) 
CAMARATA (London) 


FIDDLE- 
FADDLE 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway © New York 19 
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Jones Trio Requests 
AFI Okay to Remake 
Tied Up ‘Pretty’ Disk 


Washington, April 6. 

Effort te break the American 
Federation of Musicians recording 
ban to cut a single master, on the 

that theirs is a special case, 
mete 5 made by the Jones Bros., 
instrumental trio cur- 

rently ge the Blue Mirror 
here. They argue that the Majestic 
situation, which has. tied 

up their rendition of “Ain’t She 

Pretty,” is is unfairly losing them 
money and they want to remake 
their arrangement for another com- 
pany. They elaim they have three 
offers. 

So far AFM has turned thumbs | 
down on the grourid that this might 
get a precedent which would per- 
mit others to crack the record- 
ing ban. Trio belong to the 
Bosten local of AFM. They waxed 
“pretty” back in 1936. A few 
months ago ft caught on and popu-. 
larity of their platter, they claim, 
caused three other groups to record 
the tuner, one using a virtually 
identical arrangement. 

Now, say the Jones boys the 
Majestic master is tied up and 
others are cashing in on new ver- 
sions. 





SONG FOR BARE RUTH 


Charlie Tobias and Peter De- 
Rose have collaborated on a song 
dedicated te Babe Ruth, titled 
“Babe.” 


A percentage of the proceeds 
go to the Babe Ruth Foundation. 


REGENT 
RECORDS 


DOLLY DAWN 


Triumphant Return to Wax 
“The Same Old Cry” 
“Something | Dreamed 
. ast Night’ 
(Regent 112) 


BEVERLY. WHITE 


Sepia Song Stylist 
“Country Bey Bives"‘ 
“If You Need Me’ 
(Regent 113) 


JACK BERCH 


Favorite Radio Singer 
“Ym Gonna Gallop to 
Gallup, New Mexico” 


“Wedding Bells Are Breaking 
Up That Old Geng of Mine” 
(Regent 114) 


JOE DOSH 


New Singing Discovery 
“(Hi There) Have You 
Been Away” 
“East of the Sun“ 
(Regent 115) 


DON HENRY TRIO 


Harmonic Sensations 


“Farewell Blues” 
(Regent 116) 


Going Strong 
Sebre Dence by the 
Den Henry Trice 
Guitar Is My Sweetheart 
By Johnny Blane 


REGENT RECORDS 
1184 Elizabeth Avenue 
Flizeb eth, 





























ay April 6. 

Charlie Spivak’s orchestra and 
RCA-Victor have parted company, 
according to reports here. What 
caused the split between the ma- 
estro and the disk manufacturer is 
uncertain. When his contract came 
up for renewal, it’s understood, 
there was none agreed to. 
Spivak came to Victor during 
the last record strike called by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
At that time his switch from Co- 
lumbia caused him a lot of grief 
since he advised the latter of his 
intention just before the strike was 
called and made the move during 
the walkout. Columbia pulled all 
of his disks from the market and 
Victor had none to issue, which 
meant he went without a record 
for almost two years. 





WAAT, Newark, Quits 
Jockeying N. Y. Nitery 


WAAT, Newark, has pulled 
its all-night disk jockey show out 
of Leon & Eddie’s nitery, N. Y., 
because the station could not sell 
the time after almost a year of 
airing. Jerry Roberts, staff disk 
jock and announcer, did the pro- 
ram nightly. 

Eddie Davis, owner of the club, 
is endeavoring to line up another 


RCA in Drive to Plug 


KAYE’S CIGGIE SHOW 
Merrill Dodgers Cantata 


RCA-Victor is preparing to| Sammy Kaye’s signing for the 
launch a heavy exploitation cam- | Chesterfield broadcast for the sum- 
paign behind its “Brooklyn Can-|mer (7 p.m., five times weekly, 
tata” album, to be marketed April |NBC) eliminates him from the pos- 
16, the day the Brooklyn Dodgers | sibility of playing the Hotel Astor 
open their °48 baseball season. | Roof, New York. Though the Astor 
Cantata,” baritoned by Robert |buys Music Corp. of America bands 
Merrill, Victor Red Seal artist and | almost exclusively, Kaye, who's 
star of the Metropolitan Opera, is| now with General Artists Corp 
a musical theme whose inspiration | eoyig have continued playing the 
is the Dodgers. It was composed by spot this year as in the past. He 
George Kleinsinger, one of the|might have signed for it weeks 
writers of “Tubby the Tuba. ‘back, but he and Bob Christen- 

Vietor recorded the item last fall berry, Astor managing director 
and has been holding it for the | couldn't get together on the pe- 
start of the annual baseball fever. riod. Kaye wanted the August- 


September spot and Christenberry 








| Christenberry so far has only 

Carmen Cavallaro set for the sum- 
mer; he opens the Roof May 17. 
Usually the spot’s season, split into 


Copyright Infringements | 


Feist and Bourne music com- 
panies filed infringement suits last 
week in N. Y. federal court against 
Vagabond House, Inc., Mohegan 
Lake, N. Y. Charge is using copy- 
righted tunes without consent. 
Standard $250 is asked for each 
violation. 

Complaint alleges Vagabond per- | 22d may have own wires. 
formed Feist’s “I Understand” at | 
various times, and “Careless,” 
owned by Bourne, without permis- 
sion. An injunction is sought. 

Feist also slapped the Mayfair 
Restaurant, Inc., N. Y. nitery, with 
an infringement action claiming 
illegal violation of the copyright of 


time of year. 














, 
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KILLS ASTOR ROOF, N.Y. 


: vanted h : 
Feist, Bourne Sue to Halt poten: ee to take the June-Au | 


three periods, is fully set by this | 


Lenny Herman combo will be 
back on the Roof as relief combo|the American Federation of Musi- 
cians 


Illegal Use for Tele 
Of Old Band Shorts 
May Stir Inquiry 


Band agencies are up in arms 
over the discovery that some of the 
shorts filmed around name bands 
now being used by television sta- 
tions in New York are being sold 
to them illegally. One agnecy dis- 


covered recently- when going 
through some old contracts that 
pacts under which the bands re- 
corded many of these: shorts were 
written specifically to cover their 
use only in coin-operated machines, 
or “soundies” as they are called in 
| the trade. 


“Soundies” machines never were 
very successful and at the moment 
are virtually out of existence. But 
not so the shorts that were made 
for them by various combos. And 
it seems that there are agencies 
ithat have gotten hold of the films 
and are selling them to television. 


Complaints will be made to 








O) 


station to do a show in the period 
WAAT vacated. 





“My Blue Heaven.” Damages and 
injunction are asked. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Feist Music will continue to work on the tune, “Miracle of thie Bells,” 
though the melody was clipped from the RKO film of the same name. 
Feist figures that although its song is set back a bit by having been 
left on the cutting room floor, there’s no reason why it cannot receive 
some benefit from the title while the film is circulating. It’s pointed 
out that “To Each His Own,” one of the heaviest hits of recent years, 
was not used in the Paramount film of the same name. 

Cutting the tune from the film was ironical, however, in view of 
the hue and cry that was set up over Kay Twomey’s and Al Good- 
heart’s “Serenade of the Bells.” Feist’s Harry Link once thought of 
suing the pair, who had originally titled their song “Miracle of the 
Bells,” then switched to “Serenade” when Russell Janney, writer of 
the “Miracle” book, asserted he intended penning a title tune for 
the picturization with Father Joe Gonner. 


One of the reasons for the fidelity superiority of London Records, 
made and shipped here by the British Decea company, is the latter’s 
ability to get and use shellac in its pressings. Few, if any, U.S. record 
manufacturers are able at the moment to use even minimum amounts 
of shellac in their disks because of the unusually high price (76c. a 
pound) of the material, which comes only from India. 

England, of course, with its Indian connections, is better able te 
secure pure shellac and, since the English government is giving the 
London company all the help it can in an effort to round up U:S. 
dollars, the use of it in pressings makes the London disks superior. 
RCA-Victor, Columbia, Decca or any of the other major and minor 
U.S. firms use no shellac at all, or, if some do, only minor amounts per 
disk. Victor has for some time been using a compound involving a 
a recently developed plastic. Others are operating along 

e same lines, 


Sammy Kaye in Kansas City Thursday (8) for a broadcast, concert 
and dance in the Municipal Aud is getting the benefit of one of the 
most ee gg woe campaigns ever connected with a band date in 
K.C. A& N ons, which is promoting the band, hag tied-up 











of its 45 stores in the K.C. area, and KCMO will carry a week’s air 
promotion. 

Idea is to sell advance tickets. Every buyer of an advance ducat in 
the stores will be offered a second one at the price of the taxes—36c. 
A & N recently pulled over 4,000 to the Aud with Vaughn Monroe. 
With the three-in-one Kaye program and the heavy ,_A&N 
hopes to better that figure. Record for the Aud. is about 13,000, jammed 
in by the Ink Spots several years ago. 





Ps 

General Artists Corp. is using a new method of ascertaining the 
validity of promoter’s checks forwarded to the agency as deposits on 
future dates. With permission from the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, the agency banks each check for collection before allowing the 
bandleader involved to sign the contract for the date. Previously AFM 
rules stated that once a check is deposited for collection the action was 
construed as a binder on a booking, regardless of whether a bandleader 
had signed a contract. Permission was sought amd granted on the 
grounds that. checks occasionally bounced after deposit, leaving the 
agency in the position of having agreed to supply a band for a pro- 
moter who wasn’t financially responsible. 





Disk jocks and coin machine ops are handing jukebox music a “new 
look,” according to surveys of performances the past month or so. 
Concert recordings have been showing up on popularity polls as well 
with Macklin Marrow’s ‘Mexican Fantasy” and “Sabre Dance” waxings 
especially in the fore. Leroy Anderson’s “Fiddle-Faddle’’ and Toots 
Camarata’s “Rumbalero” are also cited as a further indication of the 
new trend. Switch to the classics and quasi-longhair tunes is credited 
by some quarters to the interest in “Hora Staccato,” ‘““‘Warsaw Con- 
certo” and numerous filmusicals in the Tschaikovsky and Chopin idiom. 





National Records states that it has not made a recording of Leeds 
Music’s “Heartbreak.’”’ Its name had been included in a story in the 
previous issue telling how Leeds, which had accepted the tune less 
than a week before the recording deadline, Jan. 1, only knew of two 
disks made of it at the time but found itself three months later with 11 
versions of “Heartbreak” on wax. National also points out that the 
Billy Eckstine recording of “All of Me,” which had been inadvertently 
credited to M-G-M in Varirty’s disk jockey poll, is one of its own disks. 
Eckstine has been with the M-G-M label almost a year. 








with Crown Drug stores and KCMO. Crown will plug the date in all |’ 


| IM Tin up Sfteee” 


HIT TUNES FOR APRIL 
{On Records) 


ALL DRESSED UP WITH A BROKEN HEART 
(Marks) 


Peggy Lee—Cap. 15022 ® Clark—Cel. 37985 
Bob Houston—MGM 10112 © Alen Gerard—Nat. 7019 
John Laurenz—Mercury 5093 © Alan Dale—Sig. 15174 

The Five Bers—Builet 1009 © Jack Owens—Tewer 1263 
The Vanguards—Universal 34 © Jerry Cooper—Diamond 2090 
Russ Morgan—Dec. 24339 © Eddy Heward—Maj. 1236 
Bill Johnson—Vic. 20-2749 © Phil Reed—Dance-Tene 176 


DREAM PEDDLER, THE (Peer) 
Frankie Carle—Col. 38036 © Hal Derwin—Cap. 481 
Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2652 © Sneeky Lanson—Merc. 5124 


FOOL THAT | AM (Hill & Range) 

Dinah Shere—Col. 37952 © Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2681 
Georgia Gibbs—Maj. 12013 © Billy Eckstine—MGM 10097 
Erskine Hawkins—Vic. 20-2470 © Brooks Brothers—Bec. 48049 
Dinah Washington—Merc. 8050 © Gladys Palmer—Mirade 104 
The Ravens—Nat. .9040 


IT’S EASY WHEN YOU KNOW HOW ‘Pemerel 


John Paris—Vic. 26-9027 © Joan Edwards—Vita. 932 
Buddy Clark-Xavier Cugat—Col. 38135 © Bive Barron—MGM* 
Eddie Ballantine—Tower * 


| WANT TO CRY (Excelsior) 
Chris Cross—Sterling 4004 © Savanr.c Churchill—Manor 1129 
Dinah Washington—Mercury* 
1 WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED (Republic) 


Harry Cool—Merc. 5080 © Sammy Kaye—Vic. 20-2761 


LET’S BE SWEETHEARTS AGAIN (Campbeli-Porgie) 
Margaret Whiting—Cap. 15010 © Victor Lombardo—Maj. 7269 
Bive Barren—MGM 10121 © Shep Fields—Musicraft 525 
Bill Johnson—Vic. 20-2591 
Guy Lombardo-Monica Lewis—Dec. 24298 


LOVE IS SO TERRIFFIC (Mellin) 
les Brown—Col. 38060 © Art Lund—MGM 10126 
Helen Carroll & Satisfiers—Vic. 20-2672 
Vic Damone—Mercury 5104 © Ernie Felice Quartet—Cap. 486 
PASSING FANCY (sm!) 
Vaughn Monree—Vic. 20-2573 © Ray Derey—Maj. 1186 
johany Johnston—MGM 10127 © Frances Langford—Mercury 5095 


TERESA (Duchess) 







Do-Ray-Me Trio—Com. 7504 © Three Blazers—Excl. 261 
Jan Garber—Tower 1435 © Joe less—Vic. 20-2819 


WHO PUT THAT DREAM IN YOUR EYES (stuart) 


Mark Warnow—Coast 8026 © Ray Carter—Rep. 122 
Jack Mclean—Coast 8015 © Chuck Foster—Merc. 5125 


| WHY DOES IT HAVE TO RAIN ON SUNDAY 
(Johnstone) 
Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2557 © S$nooky Lanson—Merc. 5062 
Milt Herth—Dec. 24388 © Beale St. Boys—MGM 10141 
Dennis Day—Vic. 20-2377 


YOU’RE GONNA GET MY LETTER IN THE 


MORNING (London) 
Mary Osborne—Dec. 24308 © Guy iombarde—Dec.* 
Adrian Rollini—Bullet 1023 


YOU’VE CHANGED (Melody Lane) 
Anne Shelton—lLondon 118 © Adele Clark—Dec. 24352 
Harry James-Dick Haymes—Col. 36412 
Frankie Laine—Atlas 236 © Mary Osborne—Aladdin 3010 
King Cole Trie—Cap.* © Joan Edwards—Vita. * 


*Seen To Be Released. 








Alan Lomax, Decca’s folksong authority and Mutual’s folksong disk 
jockey, thinks there must be around 25,000 _compositions of the folk- ' 
musie category on commercial records, and he’s launching an all-out 
effort to round up as many of them as possible. Types of music Lomax , 





is looking for include blues, spirituals, hillbiliy, for-.sn language, gospel | | 
singing, ballads, boogie woogie and “in the alley” jazz. 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


SEQ. FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK . CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 




























O@BCHESTBAS-MUSIC 47 


























ea aks 


—_— 
oe ee 








ARE CEIEA TR — : 





ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





Still On Tight 


There is still no settlement of ; 


the recording ban despite the 
many persistent rumors circulating 
around New York during the past 
month or more. Though responsi- 
ble people for both the recording 
side and the AFM faction flatly 
deny any agreement, or even the 
conversations toward that end, 
many music and agency people 
have just about been convinced 
that a deal exists, that the record- 
ing companies are keeping it a 
secret until they clear shelves of 
stacks of masters cut before the 
ban. And that the AFM is in ca- 
hoots. with this arrangement. 

It’s pointed out by the recorders 
that the AFM still wants its roy- 
alty arrangement, outlawed by the 
Taft-Hartley Act, continued in 
some way before another deal is 
made. And-that so far no one has 
come up with a plan that will keep 
the disk coin flowing into the AFM 
treasury which doesn’t violate the 
T-H...ban_.against..such ._ arrange- 
ments. ©... , 


~ CHEAPER POP DISK 


Columbia Records denies, in 





‘part, a report current im the trade 


that the company had decided on 
coming out with a ‘lowér-priced pop 
label June 1. It was admitted there 
has been much discussion within 
the organization on that topic, but 
CRC pointed out that there still 
wasn't enough data at hand upon 
which to base an “intelligent deci- 
sion” on thé differential price 
idea. 

Agitation for a reversion to the 
old policy of issuing two differ- 
ently-priced labels was something 
Eli Oberstein,’ recording head of 
RCA-Victor, ran into quite fre- 
quently during a recent business 
trip around the country, according 
to his subsequent ‘statements to 
associates. In the Variety poll of 
record dealers, which was pub- 
lished in the previous ‘issue, note 
was made of the fact that quite a 
number of retailers reported that 
buying public was beginning to 
show signs of resisting the one- 


rice idea for all records, regard- 


ess of the standing of the artist. 





M-G-M Disks will be spun ex- 
clusively over the p.a. system at 
Westbury, L. I., trotting track this 
summer, with program credits. 
Company is supplying platters free. 









~ BURKE 


1619 BROADWAY 











































































































VARIETY 
& 
—_—— VARIETY —— ‘ oT ort 
Survey of retail sheet music . § 2 8 5 
sales, based on reports obtained : 8 4 - % 
from leading stores in 11 cities, § 2 & S e 1g 
and showing comparative sales i s|\al% 318 1 
rating for this and last week, is | 2 els $).8)/ 2 (Flo E 0 
lel (Bl ISS Glel sie 2 
a |- 2 p 8 5 a 1s Ss Es A 
s ® : eS sislFlalals “i 
Week Ending ¢/$/ 2/2) 3|/fl#|al5/2/4| » 
National ‘i weIM POR ele ia r -1o oO 
nee A ril 3 ‘i é|ais| & F | 218 16 I 
P el/Slalalgielgi gleigi<| x 
be a Ble FlSl sig i8i zizisigi|z 
wk, wk. Title Pubusher (316 | 2 12/8 15 S| zlz 'Z$i21 8 
1 1. “Now Is the Hour”..... Leeds ...... Yoo e aR 6U6El 1 1 a Hee ee ae 
2 2 “*“Four-Leaf Clover”..... Remick . me ate Ve 3 a Be GS ae Se ee eS 
3 3. SR. osc cs seme Barbour-Lee. 2 3 465 3 2 7 & 8 6 7 
+ 3 “Beg Your Pardon”..... Robbins . 4-53 2-8. 95.8%, 8) 6 Bz. & 3. 65 
5 5 “Serenade of the Bells”..Morris ..-.. Sire. “Ss £2. Fy BB, & 8 2 
6 4 “But Beautiful”......... Burke-VH 2 ee Be oe Mee eT wp, | 4 50 
7 10 # “Dickey Bird Seng”..... Robbins .... .. 6 gee 5 3 + 7. 26 
'S "6 “Ballema”............ Jefferson... .- me eo oe eer se eee 
| <9. 9 “Golden Earrings”...... Paramount... 8 be xh 4 9 a 18 
10 7 “Fereta” ... wks tasecses Duchess .... .. 3, macn Wieh i. © 7 12 
11 “Baby Face”............ Remick .... .. 10... 9 ° ee 9 
12A “Tittle White Lies”..... eae 5... ‘ ‘ oe 
12B “You're Meant for Me”. . Miller ..... .. 9 10 8 6 
sae Selim aeainian 











Murray Arnold Breaks 
Up Band April 18 


Chicago, April 6. 

Murray Arnold, former Freddie 
Martin pianist turned bandleader 
10 months ago, will call it quits at 
the end of his current booking. 
Arnold has not decided whether he 
will. do a single, and may retire 
from show business. 

Band will, complete a four-week 
stay at the Schroeder hotel, Mil- 
waukee, April 18. That’s his last 
date. 





LOOTS BANDMAN’S AUTO 


Lima, O., April 6. 
Thief ripped open a convertible 
belonging to Jack Hunter, vocalist 
with Elliot Lawrence’s orchestra, 
here last week and grabbed all it 
contained. Car was parked outside 
a local ballroom while Lawrence 
performed at a dance put on by the 
city’s police force for the benefit 
of its benevolent organization. 
Hunter lost a couple suitcases of 
clothing and other valuables not 
itemized. 






Professional Material Available For The 
UNIQUE AND BEAUTIFUL SONG 


ATURE BU 


by eden ahbez 


As Originally Introduced and Recorded by 


NAT (KING) COLE 


With FRANK DE VOL’S. ORCHESTRA On 


CAPITOL RECORDS 
Sole Selling Agents | 


By Arrangements with CRESTVIEW MUSIC 


aid VAN HEUSEN, INC. 


; SIDNEY KORNHEISER, Gen. Mgr. 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 





Jocks and Jukes 


Continued from page 42 


“Ain't She Sweet?” and “Sweet 
Leilani” .. . Dolph Tramon (Gem) 
does an ivory job of a more flashy 
technical quality on his own two 
compositions, “Sinbad the Samba” 


and “Manana Rhumba”... Esy 
Morales gives another masterly 
performance on his flute, this time 
against a Gold Seal orchestra and 
te another of his compositions, “El 
€umbachero”; King Odom Quartet 
(Musicraft) do an appealing and 
class job with two spirituals, 
“I'm Living Humble” and “They 
Put John on the Island.” ... 
Charlie Ventura beats out a sizzling 
batch of bebop on the theme of 
“Eleven Sixty” under a National 
label. . . Four Musettes harmonize 
“Daddy, Surprise Me” for Musi- 
craft into a provocatively catchy 
novelty. 





Three Suns in Raleigh 





Room, Warwick New York. 


Se 





ee 
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eihim go through his paces. In my 


Songsmith Coots Ayes 
Berlin on Song Quality 


New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETy: 

The Irving Berlin article you 
ran was not only a very authen- 
tic evaluation of songwriters’ copy- 
rights but a cute tipoff to the 
younger generation who are desir- 
ous of making song-writing their 
life work that quality and not 
quantity is the important thought 
to keep in mind. Among the cele- 
brated coterie of great popular 
songwriters, there has never been 
a more talented, tasteful, and 
harder working craftsman, as Mr. 
Berlin has demonstrated over the 
past 40 years. His record of 
achievement speaks for itself. He 
has been a truly tremendous in- 
spiration to dozens of great writers 
who came along many ye after 
he had reached the top ranks. His 
enthusiasm, and happy approach 
to the many tasks he undertakes, is 
so delightful to behold, that it 
seems a pity that all aspiring 
tunesmiths and lyricists cannot 
have a front row seat and watch 











humble opinion, Irving Berlin will 
be writing hit songs for the world 
to hum and whistle 20 and 30 years 
from now. Check me in 1968 and 
1978 and see if my personal proph- 
ecy isn’t entirely correct. 

And while thinking over the tre- 
mendous galaxy of highlights in 
the life of Irving Berlin, I give 
thought to the transient group of 
embryo Berlins and note that the 
majority of these hopeful song- 
writers are starting out under 
varied handicaps, caused by their 
own ignorance and lack of a true 
understanding of what it takes to 
reach the top rung of the Tin Pan 
Alley ladder. 


First of aii, they must determine 
to sigh, cry, go a little hungry, get 
sluffed off, take a lot of slaps and 
disappointments, and stand up un- 
der all the varied heartaches and 
heart breaks that practically all of 
the senior residents of Tin Pan Al- 
ley had to accept for many years 
before they really clicked. They 
must always keep in mind that a 
high quality blend of warm melody 
and lyrics is more valuable than a 
thousand bebop, or jive, or jump, or 
jazz rhythmic monstrosities, that 
sell terrific on records only for a 


ever. 
lin’s remarks about the importance 
of high copyrights, that increase 
steadily in value as years roll by. 
It is these powerful copyrights of 
thousands of truly great songs, 
written by those illustrious song- 
| writing pioneers along Tin Pan Al- 
ley over the past 40 years, that has 
made ASCAP the great institution 
it is today, enjoying distinguished 
prestige throughout the entire civ- 
| ilized world as a collective brother- 





few weeks then die, disappear for-| 
I call their attention to Bef-| 


Though the American fF 

tion of Musicians has Stinalatyent 
been working on television scales 
since the okay was given more 
than two weeks ago for the use 
of live music on video, no pay set- 
up has yet been devised. Periodie 
checks on the AFM bring only the 
Statement that the scales are still 
being worked over. 


There are so many different an- 
gles involving the use of musicians 
|on tele that the delay is held to 
be understandable. Some spon- 
sored broadcasts, for example, are 
figuring on doing AM broadcasts 
and televising at the same time 
| plus taking 16m films for rebroad. 
cast. All of these efforts done sep- 
arately would ordinarily demand 
individual prices for each man. 


And that’s only a samp) 
task involved. eee 


Meanwhile, the tele broadcasters 
are paying token salaries to those 
involved in television shows. Musi- 
cians working under Arturo Tosca- 
nini on NBC got $2 per show last 
week and the week before. 


TED HUSING TO EMCEE 
B.G.’S WEEKEND HOPS 


Ted Husing, WHN, New York, 
disk jockey, will emcee the Friday 
and Saturday night dances Benny 
Goodman will stage weekly at the 
County Center, White Plains, N. Y. 
Goodman is running the hops him- 
self and will start them June 18, 
using a full-sized band, after two 
weeks at the Click Club, Philadel- 
phia,; with a sextet. 

Husing and Goodman plan te 
promote Sunday afternoon concerts 
at the Center after the leader’s 
weekly dance idea gets underway. 








Cab Calleway’s recently formed 
six-man combination is due at the 
Rag Doll, Chicago, June 4-27. 
Group, known as the Cab-Jivers, 
will follow King Cole Trio. 








A Great Two-Four Standard 


| FEEL 
A SONG 








A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 
OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 


1619 Broadway, New York 


The No. 1 Folk Record 
of the Nation 


T. TEXAS TYLER'S 


“DECK OF 
CARDS” 


Four Star Record 1228 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Blvd. 1576 ‘Broadway 
Hollywood 46, Cal. “New York, N. ¥. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 5-7880 




















PROMOTION MAN 








| hood of songwriting men and wom- 
|en and their publishers. Let the| 
songwriting newcomers remember | 
these facts, and if possessed of 
patience, fortitude and talent, they 


shall go far. 
J. Fred Coots. 








to take full charge of large skating 
rink-recreation center operating suc- 
cessfully for over 10 years. Must have 
full knowledge and ability to carry 
out promotion ideas. Excellent op- 
portunity. Apply Herman Horowitz, 
262 Main Street, erson, New Jersey- 
SHerwood 2-9432. 
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CB Ramey 

















Wednesday, April 7, 1948 


Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


of the week ed on the copyrighted 


The top $1 + 
w Survey of Popular M Broadeast 








a Coesren 
io Networks. 
ado} G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of March 26-April 1, 1948 


os ks eile ee eens cubed de atmar 
April Showers seeee sghssone eteeee .te9e. 89.08 4e ioe 
ED oath tks. cul cpusetane nn. « «e+» Robbins 


Best Things In Life Are Freé—t“‘Good News”......Crawfo 


But Beautiful—t“ Road to Rio” 
EE nt w eens scaia’ 3 +1665 


4g, RAPS Goer 
Golden Earrings—t“Golden Earrings” ..,......... Paramount 


Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” 
Hooray For Love—t“Casbah” .. 
1 May Be Wrong . ; «ay 


I Never Loved Anyone EFL FRS CEN Cehscanee«¢ Dreyer 
SeeOee We EMM POU. ws swe cccregescoces Mood 

I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover............ Remick 
I’m My Own Grandpaw...............+es08. .. General 
Taree LATOO TAI Bolero .......cccoceccccosceces: Shapiro-B 
i CC PE . oc alesceccdeaeeeooeccoosate Mellin 
PES chavo se obec deccsetecsadececes sbeees Barbour-L 
Now Is the Hour ee eck eth ke sae be ba Oo Leeds 
Oooh Look-a There, Ain't She oo) Aer eres Leeds 
I), Ras hc y'p nooo d op as von vevvececesbesed Santly-Joy 
EELS ih". Scot ehh bos os abana sob 664553 Leeds 
TEs Ci kta ise bopecsecteoosebesecsesote Southern 
SC ME, «a bbcccdbonecsonsecsosées Melrose 
Spring In December ............scecsccesceseces Leeds 
ioe (att, ok owe babe 06 8 he Ko te 0-608 Laurel 
MS Citas ak cals 6 25 0 o's 6400 3 > 6 bo TT TEATS Duchess 
There Ought To Be | re SS eT OS . oe ec we ice «a Dreyer 
SESS) ek Lak Se Pet ek ee eee Berlin 
You Were Meant For Me—i' ‘You Were Meant”.... Miller 
You’re Too Dangerous Cherie . Harms 





The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
sey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Audience Coverage Index Sur 


Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Baby Face Ode ity DoE EECA Cae ree Remick 
I Ee se ay Hand oie ale Pee ee wi Jefferson 
Brass Band From Brazil—* ‘Angel In the Wings”... Morris 
re nr, . .\:. sp. » »attele ah gee ees'a he st oles Remick 
Dickey-Bird Song— rg Daring Daughters”........ Robbins 
Don’t Call It Love—it"I Walk Alone”’............. Famous 
ere ee CIE, i.e cece eececcecetes Republic 
I'm a Comin’ a Courtin Corabelle................. Dreyer 
I've Got a Feeling I’m Falling................... Santly-Joy 
Let’s Be Sweethearts — LAW 3 Micelles cam cate ae C-P 
Mary Lou ee + one 6.0 Vip UW b Bee alee de tae 
My Cousin Louella Pec iconwekes } ote tae Shapiro-B 
My Sin ..... Veehs vse dekane . Chappell 
Stars Will Remember TETECTC lt eT Ce ee Harms 
TE... a bce} gulp e chip eh es6hs 2 6 Binaes Feist 
Treasure Sierra Madre .............s.ecsseeueee- Remick 
gS nt re Mills 
Who Put That Dream In Your Eyes............... Stuart 
You Turned the Tables On Me.................4-. Fox 

sbeak shekbebeh oad ee London 


You're Gonna Get My Letter , 
* Legit Musical. +t Filmusical. 





Manie Sachs, Columbia disk exec | 
in and out of New York again on’ 


Distrib visits. 


TELL ME 
A STORY 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


1619 Broadway 
New York 


TOMMY VALANDO 











‘‘SLAP ER 
DOWN AGIN, 
PAW”’ 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 
Hollywood 46, Cal. New York, N. Y. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 5-7880 
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Toke BOS (84x11) of Comedy Material Gags, 


es, Monologties Minstrels, Acts, Male and 
4 gel le, Ventrilo wquists , ete. PLUS Words and 
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‘andy Reference Folio of Modern COMEDY 
ONLY $1.00 POSTPAID 
ise AWSON MUSIC CO., INC. 
© Broadway, Dept. V New York 19, N.Y 
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Summer Band Biz 


Continued from page 45 


executives, a definife leaning to- 
ward a buyer’s market, which 
hasn’t existed since before the war, 
when the booming band business 
attracted droves of wellknown side- 
men who turned leaders, plus the 
moneymen to back them 
Strangely enough, some execu- 
tives have during recent months 
shifted from the idea that the band 
business needs new names to lift 
it out of the b.o. doldrums. They 
have been witnessing the clicks of 
comparatively unknown leaders on 
records during the winter and have 
watched these amount to compara- 
tively nothing extra at the b.o. as 
a result of the disk hits. And they 
have come to the conclusion that | 
the best bets are still the standbys, 
the top names of the old days. 
Execs reason thusly: leaders 
such as Tommy Dorsey, Harry 
James, Benny Goodman, Woody 
Herman and all others in that cate- 
gory are widely known. They don’t 
have so far to build if any manages 
to make a hit recording, whereas 
an unknown, even with a hit rec- 
ord, must struggle through the 
general public apathy toward dance 
bands. Even if he manages it, he 
must continue to make hit disks to 
establish a name as strong as the 
above-named maestros. Today’s 
public reaction cannot be assured 
/on the basis of a one-hit start. 
| All this theorizing, however, is 
| aside from the fact that the feeling 
around band agencies is consider- 
| ably brighter in view of bookings 
| already sealed over the summer. 
|And_ since one-night operators 
| have shown willingness to reduce 
;}admission prices where leaders’ 
‘price demands allow it, they feel 
| better patronage will inevitably 
| complete the picture. 
| An unusual set of bookings will 
bring two name bands, Vaughn 
|Monroe and Lionel Hampton, into 
'Albany on the same night, April 8. 
|Monroe at the State Armory, 

















‘Hampton at Mid-City Park, on 
'Albany-Troy Road. 










JORDAN 


Out with another solid hit~ 


INFLATION BLUES 


REET, PETITE, AND GONE 
Decea Record #24381 


Still in the groove ... 


BARNYARD BOOGIE 
HOW LONG MUST I WAIT FOR YOU? 


Decca Record £24300 


ANOTHER WINNER! 


LOUIS JORDAN’S ALBUM, VOLUME Il, 
a new collection of your favorites No. a-c4s 


MARTHA 
DAVIS. 


EW DECCA ARTIST | 
4 ITH TWO GREAT RECORDS! | 


_ “TROUBLE IS A MAN 
OOH—wie 





BBS Sins te a 








and 


CINCINNATI 


HONEY, HONEY, HONEY 


( ime: Sh We, 
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cuits, is posing a problem for 








AGVA. 

Consequently, Dave Fox, assist- 
ant national director of the talent, 
union as well as head of its N. Y.' 
local, has called a series of con-| 
ciliatory meetings this week. First 
session, set for today (Wed.), will 
be attended by a committee repping 
performers who play that territory 
annually. Later in the week sim- 
ilar confabs will be held with 


food. Where performers were 
working off premises, it called for 
operators to convey performers 
safely to and from their employ- 
There was consider- 


lockout of performers, which was 





agents booking the territery and 
reps of the operators. Purpose is 


the coming semester, which starts | 
about Decoration Day. 
Cenfabs Set 
Fox has called the meetings 


Res 










Currently 
(Sth Return Engagemeat) 


NICOLLET HOTEL § 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


“BIG TIME" | 
Walter Winchell 


“TOPS IN TOWN" 
Dorothy Kilgallen 


“A BIG HIT" 
Earl Wilsen 


“DYNAMIC" ~- 


_ Variety 
“CLASS AND ABILITY" 
‘ Billboard © 


Direction: SEWIA GAMSA 
1697 Broadway New York 
CO 5-4210 


FAMOUS OPEN AIR 
AMPHITHEATRE 





eventually adjusted by the union. 
Since most spots only play acts 
on a weekend basis, they argued 


formers’ accommodation had been a 
loss to them, when they could have 
otherwise rented same to paying 
guests at $75 weekly or better. It’s 
understood that AGVA will not 
budge on this point in the coming 
season. 





SHELVEY ON TRIAL 
SUNE 7 IN ATLANTA 


Atlanta, April 6. 

June 7 is the date set for trial 
here of Matt Shelvey, former na- 
tional administrator of the Ameri- 
ean Guild ef Variety Artists, and 
Arthur Kaye, ex-AGVA regional 
director in Miami. 

Both were recently indicted by 
an Atlanta grand jury on two 
counts of fraudulent conversion. 
The pair are charged with getting 
a total of $20,000 from the Henry 
Grady hetel here as a “contribu- 
tion” to the AGVA welfare fund, 
for the privilege of conducting 
matinee shows in the Paradise 
room of that hotel. It’s alleged that 
the meney never reached the 
AGVA treasury. 


N.Y. Commodore Hazy 





Commodore hotel, New York, is 
uncertain about whether its Cen- 
tury Room will be kept open for 
supper all summer despite the fact 
that the hostelry went to some ex- 
pense jast fall to install air-condi- 
+tiening. Weeks back it definitely im- 
{tended using mame bands 
the het period for the first time, 


‘open for dinner. 








NEW ARENA UR AKRON, 0. 
Akron, O., April 6. 


Akron seating 8,000. 











N. Y. Phone: BA. 7-1782 


but now may use a smal! group and 


The room is also used for 
+ hancheon. 


Akron Arena Co., Inc., will build 
a new $1,000,000 sports arena in 


| here, Bill Griffiths and Joe Palmter. 


Cabot and Dresden have been 


AGVA Retains Stringent Rules On | ich sz, 
Resorts Despite Exit of Shelvey 


. 
Assumption that the departure | operators and the union on a clause | 


charges of trying to get $2,060 in 
bribes from Alvino. 
Meanwhile, Alvino’s liquor 











| The Cole Bros®Citcus will play 
to set a formula of operation for) that holding rooms vacant for per-|here if Ringling Brothers, Barnum 


i'& Bailey decide to pass uv Philly 
lin a dispute with the Fire Mar- 
'shal’s office. 

| John J. Quinn, Municipal Stadium 
| concessionaire, said he will pro- 
mote the Cole Bros. appearance 
here, possibly in Yellowjacket 
Stadium, from May 20 to 29. 

Fire Marshal George J. Galla- 
gher has barred the Ringling Bros. 
circus from the site it formerly 
used on the grounds that the circus 
was a fire hazard. After casting 
about in Philly fer another spot, 
Waldo T, Tupper, general agent for 
Ringling Bros., said “It looks quite 
probable that we will pass up 
Philly altogether.” 

However, Roland Butler, circus 
p.a., has conferred with Commis- 
stoners in neighboring Upper 
Darby Township with a view of 
obtaining a suitable site just across 
the Philly county line. Ringling 
would put on its show there from 
May 24 to 29, Butler said. 

Cole Brothers, however, appar- 
ently is leaving no stone unturned 
to take ativantage of the huge 
Philly circus biz if Ringling Bros. 
fails to show here. Quinn, its 
Philly representative, said that 
Ellis Gimbel, department store 
exec, and Frank Palumbo, nitery 
owner, who annually take parties 
of children to the Ringling circus, 
would be given blocks of free 


On Supper Opening tickets to the Cole Bros. show. 





Grace Hayes Buys Into 
San Fernando Valley Spot 


‘ : Hollyweed, April 6. 


Fernan- 


Se ot, Sees 50% 
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eperation with Hollyweed 


tertainment,. It’s felt that big budg 
eted pictures and stageshows 
do the trick. ot 
Bookers reason that people will 
gladly pay for high calibre enter- 
tainment, even though plenty of 
amusement will be available for 
free over the tele receiver. ‘The- 
atremen say that despite the money 
‘that will be peuwred into the new 
medium, bulk ef video entertain- 
ment, except fer special events, 
will be along lew-budgeted lines. 
This type of shew will not be able 
to stand up against the combina- 
tien of expensive Hollywood prod- 
uct and well-mounted stage presen- 
tations that vaude houses will have 
to use. 

They feel that people will still 
want to pay for something really 
good, rather than accept mediocrity 
for free. 

This argument is buttressed by 


LUCY MONROE'S CUFFO 





Lucy Monroe has signed for a 
tour of hospitals under auspices of 
the Veterans Hespital Camp Shows. 
Miss Monroe, who'll do her stint 
gratis, will play for the long tera 
patients in San Antonio, Waco, 


turn to New Yerk to participate 
in “I Ani am American Day” cere- 
monies. 





pablic at Tilalnepantia, State of 
Mexico, just over the border from 
here, Sunday (4). 
Dube, 23, French-Canadian, native 
of Fairview, Ont., whe has passed 
his first five tests, in private, un- 
der veteran Spanish and Mexican 
tereadors. Dube hopes to go as 
far in bolléghting as has Sidney 
Franklin ef Brooklyn, enly Ameri- 
can bullfighter. 
Dube has been a book salesman 
in Mexico for twe years. Says he 
became 








Billy Carlo, interior decorator, 
has taken over the former Red 
Lantern, Greenwich Village, N. Y., 
and after extensive alterations will 
reopen as the Merry-Go-Round. 


been set as yet. 


proe- 
ducers is enlisted, according to 
showmen who de not view video as’ 
the kiss-of-death for in-person en- 


will 


TOUR OF VET HOSPITALS 


Temple and Amarille, and will re- 


He is Raymond 


Entertainment policy has not | 
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Tele Competish Not Worrying Vauders: 
Pix, Stageshows Will Retain B.0. Pull 


houses will be able 
to compete with television if co- 


the belief that with the hi h 

of television programming” vibes 
budgets will most likely be on a 
par with that of radio shows. Even 
if an advertiser spends as much 
as $25,000 weekly for a show the 
pres will still offer no compari- 
son to a super-budgeted H 
product. = ™ aad cay 
It’s just a matter of giving bi 

and better shows than tele ns 
offer, according to theatre bookers 
People still will want to go out, 
it’s declared, and once in the enter. 
tainment centres, they’ll want 
something they can’t get for free at 
home. 

The bookers say that theatres 
will still be paying dividends no 
matter how strongly entrenched 
video becomes. Hollywood will 
have to go back to the high brd-- 
eters, and video will help build at- 
tractions for theatres. It’s peintcd 
out that Danny Kaye’s populariiy 
increased tremendously when he 
started making pictures. Conse- 
quently, amusement seekers will 
similarly pay to see faves estab- 
lished via video. 


4 





Elyria, 0., Nitery Burned 
Elyria, O., April 6. 
Gartner’s Inn was destroyed by 
a $75,000 fire on March 28. The 
building was recently remodeled 
and enlarged. 
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“DANCUMORISTS” 
Opening at the 
HAREM {Jou 


New Yerk Bep.: 
JACK DAVIES 


Chieago Rep.: 
PHIL TYRRELL 
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[a NEW LOOK! 
A NEW VOICE! 


VICKI SUNDAY 


10th FINAL WEEK 


Theatrical Lousge 
Cleveland, Ohio 
| Mgt: FRANK HAMILTON 
104 W. 76th St., N. Y. C. TR. 3-1826 
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WALTER WINCHELL Says: 

















WORLD RENOWNED MENTALISTS 


VALDO AND PRINCESS PAT 


“Valdo and Princess Pat Startle.” 
Personal Representatives: 


Booking: M.C.A., New York 
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Portuguese Film Ops Oppose Tax 
Instituted to Revive Vaudeville 


Lisbon, March 23. 


a 





with vaude and legit biz at low 
ebb, the government has proposed 
a fund which would serve for 
granting subsidies, for provincial 
productions as well as providing 
the means for a new “workers” 
theatre. An experimental theatre 
would also be created for develop- 


ing new talent. 

Financing scheme is being work- 
ed out by Antonio Ferro, Secre- 
tary of the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. Under his plan all operators 
of firstrun filmhouses would be re- 
quired to contribute ‘to the fund 
through a new special tax. These 
theatres already are compelled by 
law to book stageshows for at least 
four months of the year. 

While some theatres presenting 
live productions admittedly have 
met with difficulties, management 
of the firstrun filmhouses feel it’s 
unfair to have a rebirth of vaude 
through a tax aimed at them alone. 
Film ops are reported willing to 
pay imposts up to $2,000-$3,000 to 
stave off introduction of the pro- 
jected tax. 

Ferro, incidentally, has made 
some efforts to aid live talent by 
establishing an organization known 
as “Stages of the People” whereby 
prizes and awards are distributed 

early to playwrights and amateur 
thespians. Currently there are 
only four stages for vaude pur- 
poses besides the state-owned San 
Carlos Opera House and the Na- 
tional Theatre. 


TIVOLI, SYDNEY, RESUMES 
VAUDE BILLS IN MAY 


Sydney, March 25. 


Tivoli, key house here of the 
Dave Martin vaude loop, is due to 
reopen with vaude early in May. 
Martin is now in the U. S. booking 
talent. 

Tivoli is on lease to D. D. O’Con- 
nor-British Cultural Council-Full- 
ers for the run of the Ballet Ram- 
bert, currently playing to sock 
trade. Later, the Old Vice Com- 
pany, headed: by Sir Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh, will play 
a Sydney run at the Tivoli. 

Martin will no doubt bring in a 
musical comedy from time to time 
here, but, in the main, following a 
new arrangement with Actors’ 
Equity on talent importation, 





-vaude-revue will take most of the 


Tivoli’s playing time. 


Paul Draper, Larry Adler 
Set for N.Y. Roxy April 28 


Paul Draper and Larry Adler 
have been signed for the Roxy 
theatre, N. Y., starting around 
April 28. Duo ‘have been teamed 
in concerts, but this is their first 
vaude date together. Supporting 
talent will comprise Galli-Galli and 
Hollace Shaw. 


The Draper-Adler layout follow 
the show headed by Ed Wynn, 
Dick & Dot Remy, Three Rockets, 
and Davis Cunningham, The Remy 
act wound up at the Paramount 
last week, but were. included on 
the Roxy bill because they had 
been doing some integrated bits 
with Wynn, when they appeared at 
the defunct Carnival, N. Y., which 
Sammy Rauch, Roxy booker, want- 
ed in the program, 


Current show, which stays five 
weeks, is playing the final session 
without the Art Mooney band. De- 
cision to play a fifth week was 
made too late to push back pre- 
vious commitments of Mooney. 
There will be no replacement. 








Arnauts for Palladium 
Pittsburgh, April 6 
John and Rene Arnaut, veteran 
vaude act playing Nixon Cafe here, 
ae set to open at Palladium, Lon- 
a with Carmen Miranda on 
il 26. They sail on the Queen 
amet next Wednesday (14). 
; iss Miranda follows Martha Raye 
into the British vauder. 


This will be the Arnauts’ first 
Theat engagement since 1938. 
ti ey plan to remain on the Con- 
inent for some time following the 
aliadium date and are also lining 
Up number of French bookings. 


v 


K.C. Tavern Owners To 
Curb Slot Machine Activity 


Kansas City, April 6. 

Tavern owners on the Kansas 
side are going to take it upon them- 
selves to do their own policing. 
More than 50 owners got together 
and formed the Wyandotte County 
Retail Tavern Owners’ Assn. The 
group’s first project will be a self- 
policing program, according to 
Clyde Dewey, assn’s prexy. 

The organization follows recent 
drives by the authorities against 
slot machine sites within the 
county. John Theroff, Wyandotte 
County Sheriff, teed off the cam- 
paign recently when he smashed 
over $4,000 worth of machines. The 
icoin hoarders had been seized in 
raids March 5 and were ordered 
destroyed by ~-C. C. Myers, judge 
of the city court. ‘ 


Moss Indicted 


For Tax Evasion 


Nat Moss, prexy and secretary 
of 400 Restaurant, Inc., a defunct 
midtown N. Y. nitery, was indicted 
last week by a Federal Grand Jury 
which charged him with “attempts 
to evade and failure to pay fed- 
eral cabaret taxes amounting to 
$70,000.” Operating the spot for 
about three years he allegedly 
filed a false tax return of $15,- 
379.14 for the first five months of 
1945 while his true tax for that pe- 
riod was said to be $34,379.14. 

Indictmert claims Moss collected 
the Federal imposts from his 
patrons and converted the monies 
to his own use. If convicted the 
53-year-old nitery op is liable to 
32 years’ imprisonment and a fine 
aggregating $120,000. In addition 
he can be tagged with a.civil suit 
to recover the sum he failed to pay 
along with delinquent penalties. 
Now in Florida, the boniface was 
associated in operation of the old 
Hollywood Restaurant, at 1600 
Broadway, and also was with the 
Famous Door, N. Y. 


Berle Pinchhits For 
Kay Thompson When 
Stage Accident Upsets Her 


Le Directoire, N. Y., which had a 
boff preem Friday (2) with Kay 
Thompson and the Williams Bros., 
ran into on Sunday (3) mechanical 
difficulties with its stage, which 
caused cancellation of the show. 
The revolving platform, which is 
still to work perfectly, jammed and 
a busboy who had been trying to 
get the platform to turn, had his 
arm caught in the mechanism. 

A group of customers immedi- 
ately rushed to the front of the 
room and succeeded in extricating 
the lad’s arm. However, Miss 
Thompson was too shaken by the 
incident to go on. 

Milton Berle was in the audience 
and jumped into the breach, giving 
a full show and satisfying the cus- 
tomers to the extent that they re- 
mained despite the spot’s $7.50 
Saturday minimum. Difficulty was 
corrected for subsequent shows. 


Martha Raye Will Tour 
Provinces After London 


London, April 6. 


Martha Raye will be the first 
major American name to play the- 
atres in the provinces. Following 
her run at the Palladium, London, 
Miss Raye will start on eight 
weeks in the smaller towns, start- 
ing April 26 in Glasgow. 

Miss Raye is proving a terrific 
draw in her London stand. 














Martin’s London Date 
London, March 25. 
As a result of Charles Tucker’s 
recent trip to America, Tony 


Martin opens at the Palladium 
June 7 and Abbott & Costello 
| July 5. 

Several other big mames are 
‘ pending. 





in its floorshow, billed as “exotic” 


Film Audition Pays Off 


The Whirlaways, roller skat- 
ing act touring with “Skating 
Vanities,” are convinced that 
auditions by film can hit pay- 
dirt. They made a trailer of 
their act and forwarded it to 
Leon Newman of the Mark 
Leddy office. 

Newman ran off the footage 
for Harry Levine, Paramount 
booker, who set act for Olym- 
pia theatre, Miami, June 16. 
They'll close with “Vanities” a 
week prior to the Florida date. 


Broder Resigns 
Dual Post With 





NY. Agents Assn. edna the falter is undecided upon 


I. Robert Broder, last week re- 
signed as counsel and executive 
secretary of Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. Resignation followed a 
disagreement with the ARA board 
at a meeting last week. Broder, 
several days later, handed in his 
resignation. No succéssor has been 
appointed as yet. 

The board meeting was ad- 
journed and the members were on 
their way home when a tiff started 
between Al Rickard, of the Arthur 
Fisher office, and Broder. Sundry 
items such as what was considered 
high operating costs of the group 
were brought up. Several mem- 
bers considered that  Broder’s 
$6,000 salary plus expenses was too 
high an annual cost. 

The organization’s total budget 
runs around $13,000. Of which 
something around $8,000 went to 
Broder. 

Broder spearheaded the forma- 
tion of the group in 1940 and has 
since served as counsel. He became 
executive secretary as well, a few 
years ago. This step was taken so 
that ARA problems. with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
could be discussed directly with 
toppers of that organization in- 
stead of going through AGVA 
counsel. 


The ARA board is expected to | 


meet this week in an effort to name 
a successor to Broder. Several 
names have been proposed, in- 
cluding theatrical attorneys Lou 
Randell and Jack Katz. Some 
board members favor the forma- 
tion of a board to handle Broder’s 
former chores. 

With the growth of membership 
from 30 members in New York in 
1939 to more than 300 all over the 
country, his duties with the associ- 
ation were increasing to the point 
where he felt that, in justice to his 
private practice, he had to give up 
his work with ARA. 

William Kent, prexy of the Assn., 
said that at the meeting of its 
Board of Governors held following 
the receipt of Broder’s resignation, 
that the resignation was accepted 
with regret at Broder’s withdrawal 
after eight-and-a-half years of 
faithful and untiring service. He 
further stated that he hoped that 
Broder’s advice and counsel will 
be available to the association in 
the future. 


Det. Cafe Op Fined, 
License Suspended 
On Lewd Show Rap 


Detroit, April 6. 
For permitting a dance number 





but which police called “indecent 
and obscene,” the liquor license of 
Mickey’s Show Bar was suspended, 
for 30 days Saturday (3) by the 
Liquor Control Commission. 


At a hearing before commission, 
Mickey Jarvis, proprietor, said he 
deleted the dance when he learned 
one woman performer had gone 
beyond bounds of decency. 


“I broke my contract with the 
booking agent and ordered her 
from the premises,” Jarvis said. 


Police said Jarvis’ action came 
too late, since this was the sixth 
violation against him. Twice be- 
fore, police said, Jarvis staged in- 
decent floorshows. He also was 
fined for serving drinks to minors 
and staying open after legal hours. 
He was fined $200, in addition to 
the 30-day closing. 





Myron Cohen in for two dates at! 





| 


the Town Casino, Buffalo. He does 


Frankie Laine’s Harem, N.Y, Booking 
May Justify Ideas on Juke Faves’ B.0. 





New Healy’s Cafe, N.Y., 
Set to Preem Shortly 


Work has ben resumed on con- 
version of the former Thomas 
Healy’s Golden Glades, N. Y., into 
‘the newer Healy’s Cafe, now that 
contractor tangles have been 
ironed out. Spot had been sched- 
uled to preem some months ago 
but was held up by various snarls. 
It’s now figured to be ready for 
opening latter part of April. 

New enterprise will be operated 
by Jerry Healy, son of the late 
Thomas Healy, and Dan Healy 

Due to delayed op- 








Frankie Laine’s booking at the 
Harem, N. Y., starting April 15, 
may cause some basic changes in 
the thinking of Broadway bo- 
nifaces. The spot operators have 


always regarded singers catering 
to juvenile trade unsuitable for 
niteries. They have felt that a 
jukebox fave would only bring in 
a batch of minimum spenders, 
which would ultimately drive out 
more subtsantial customers. 


However, there’s been a change 
in that thinking recently. Agencies 
have convinced operators that it’s 
better to have a room full of mini- 
mum spenders than a handful of 
the usual run of customers. At 


‘entertainment policy for the room.| least with people in the room, 
\It will probably operate with a/|they’ll be collecting a hatful of 
,couple of acts for summer months; minimum checks. In a room the 
,and expand its talent budget in | size of the Harem, it can come to 
‘autumn. a considerable sum. 


AHA Makes Pitch aeons Pa Oe 
For Cut in 20% Tax 


made sometime. Similar situation 
Washington, April 6. 


has been evident in the rooms 
which book bands exclusively. 
This week may see some results 
of the amusement industry’s efforts 


In the early days of Glenn 

Miller, the orchestra drew a batch 
to reduce the wartime enacted 20% 
tax on niteries. According to in- 


of kids, and the rooms lost money. 
side word, there are several pro- 


However, on subsequent trips to 
same stands, the band made heavy 
money for the operator. 
Situation with singers on juke- 
boxes may be similar, it’s believed. 
posals currently before the House 
Ways and Means committee, with 
one group working toward revision 
of tax to 5% pre-war level. 
The Committee is expected to 


The first time around a disk fave 

may entice the youngsters for mini- 
take some action this week or next. 
The American Hotel Assn. has 


mum returns, but on subsequent 
been working actively for reduc- 


visits, returns will be greater. 
At the Harem the chance oper- 
tion of the 20% tax. The AHA 
had been set to recommend a pro- 


ator Nat Harris is taking on Laine 
is being minimized by the pres- 
posal that would reduce the tax to 
5% but present rate of revenue 




















Latin Quarter, Chi, Folds 
Chicago, April 6. 

The Latin Quarter folded last 
week. 

Latin Quarter has been operat- 
ing on day-to-day basis for past 
six months, with half dozen differ- 
ent policies, and has been paying 





standard run of nitery patron, and 
with Laine bringing in the young- 
tax. AHA rejected this plan on AUTRY SETS NEW TOLEDO 
the ground that only 300 spots RECORD WITH 196 IN ? 
would be saddled with a tax nick. 
AHA has given the Committee 
was set at the Sports Arena, To- 
ledo, last Friday night (2) when 
downward if present levels are | Gene Autry and his show appeared, 
maintained. topping the previous high set by 
Illness Kayos Ellington’s More than 6,509 persons, mostly 
oo were on hand for the Fri- 
ay matinee. 
Apollo, NY., Date, Band The two performances took in 
poser, was reported doing nicely 
after undergoing operation for kid- 
ney ailment at the Harkness Pavil- New ‘Water Follies’ Set 
lion, N. Y., Monday (5). " 
To Preem in Salt Lake City 
Washington to open at the Apollo, Salt Lake City, April 6. 
N. Y., last Friday (2). Sam Snydet’s “Water Follies Of 
Despite absence of the maestro 
his band went in at the Harlem 
run 15 days, with 19 performances, 
at $2.50 top. 
with Una Mae Carlisle, sepia song-| Cast will feature last year’s stars, 
stress-pianiste, taking over chore With Peter Fick, former Olympie 
being held in abeyance ding|™ons Sisters, swimmers; 
Hilington's te 2 alas Corey, impersonator; Norma Dean, 
Danny Southern, vocalist; Loree 
Harry Richman and Jan Murray 
will headline the opening show at 
snag because of his commitment 
to the Harem, N. Y. However, lat- 
the Ritz Bros., who open April 15. 
Richman is getting the highest 
Riviera has also signed the Cata- 
lino rhumba crew and Walter Nye 
Singer Sarah Vaughn begins a 
concert series in Cincinnati April 
tour, accompanied by an orchestra 
of seven pieces. 


ence of Beatrice Kay on the same 
sters, layout is expected to come 
would be maintained by making 
| would get relief by such measure, 
Toledo, April 6. 
figures showing that tax returns 
Spike Jones and orchestra. An es- 
> $19,000 ‘after taxes—$22,500 be- 
Carries on With Guesters fore taxes). Seats were $1.25, $2 
Ellington was taken off train 
1948” will preem here May 1 at 
vauder, with guest conductors go- 
Sunday for the remainder of the |Performer, getting top billing. 
Roger Nadeau, and Whitey Hart, 
Richman, Murray Top Layne, songstress; Doris Lee Long, 
the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., starting 
ter released him since spot intend- 
price in New York in some years. 
band. 
18, promoted by Norman Granz. 
Cincinnati date is at the Taft 





bill. She’s expected to attract the 
out all right. 
all rooms with music subject to 
but found that some 6,500 spots 
New attendance record of 8,900 
are dwindling and will continue 
timated 1,800 were turned away. 
Duke Ellington, bandleader-com- | 294 $2.50. 
after collapsing while enroute from 
the Coliseum. Show is slated to 
ing in on Friday and Saturday, and 
run. All future bookings, however, | Others featured include Fitzsim- 
divers; Eddie Rose, comedian; 
Caen st swimmer, and Cecil Lewin, baller- 
viera, N.J., Opening Bill =“ 
May 1. Deal for Richman hit a 
ed for Richman had been filled by 
He’s reportedly inked in for $5,000. 
Sarah Vaughn’s Concerts 
Singer will cover 21 cities on the 
theatre. 








four days starting April 12 and a 
week beginning May 31. 


| 


off acts nightly for several weeks. 
AGVA finally pulled out acts 
March 29, but bands stayed on un- 
til April 1. 

Also owed is approximately $12,- 
000 in federal taxes for 1947-48. 





Noble Sissle’s Concert Varieties 
Inc. has been chartered to conduct 
a theatrical and concert production 
business in New York, with a capi- 
tal stock of $15,000. Directors are: 
Noble Sissle, Paul Sissle and Cal- 
vin Holder, 1560 Broadway. Simon 
S. . Feinstein, 1560 Broadway, was 
the attorney filing incorporation 
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(For no other than nostalgic rea- 
sons these Palace bills will be re- 
printed each week, and for the cor- 
responding week, as they originally 
appeared in Variety 25 years ago.) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


(April 5, 1927) 

The interest of the show people 
over the country this week is how 
the vaudeville houses are handling 
the NVA collection. It’s the first 
public appeal for the actor as rep- 
resented through the National 
Vaudeville Artists. 

Several different schemes to 
coax money into the baskets, which 
are passed around, appear to have 
been found for as many theatres. 
Some jazz the impromptu on the 
stage; others make it ad lib; but 
for all a set piece of reading mat- 
ter compiled by Mark A. Luescher 
of the Keith’s special exploitation 
department was given out, to be 
spoken after memorized or read. 
Jt explained the purpose and made 
the appeal. 

At the Palace, New York, Duke 
Cress does the talking, reading 
the statement the first couple of 
days of the week and announcing 
the invited entertainer for that 
performance. Those two events, 
with the collection and a short 
N.V.A. film comprised the entire 
N.V.A: incident there. It did not, 
however, include the immediate 
appearance of the entertainer, who 
might appear later in the show, 
at his or the theatre’s convenience. 
Monday afternoon Harry Fox was 
the special; at night, Ruth Roye; 
Tuesday matinee, Frank Tinney; 
at night, Gus Edwards, and so on. 


In previous years the sick and 
death benefit fund of.the N.V.A. 
has received an annual contribu- 
tion from the theatres within the 
membership of the Vaudeville 





Dusting the Attic 


Managers Protective Association 
through securing the gross of one 
matinee performance in each 
house, usually in April and on a 
Friday. The Sunday receipts of 
this week through the collection 
route were said to have exceeded 
more than the entire gross of last 
year’s matinees. 


The Palace has been collecting 
between $400 and $500 daily for 
the N.V.A. with the matinee intake 
about one-half of that at night. 
Sunday afternoon the Palace got 
around $150; at night, about $300; 
Tuesday on the day, about $400. 
The Palace, Chicago, Sunday got 
about $500 and the State-Lake 
$700. The week may give the 
N.V.A. between $125,000 and $150,- 
900. The N.V.A. also will hold its 
usual spring benefits in New York 
on May 13th in two theatres for 
its fund. 


For the public the Palace attrac- 
tion this week is Sophie Tucker, 
and a very decided attraction, as 
indicated by early week attend- 
ance. Miss Tucker returns with 
an all new routine of songs as well 
as a brand new Chalmers she en- 
ters in. It is driven by a uniformed 
chauffer, and Sophie allows him to 
drive off after the song starts with- 
out tipping his hat or saluting. The 
highiy polished machine against) 
the splendid back curtain, with 
two pianists at the concert grand, 
composed an attractive stage pic- 
ture, with the star in the. center 
of it. 

Miss Tucker has weeded out all 
of the personal stuff, in her lyrics. 
That's fme, too. The nearest is 
her opening, about coming back 
(“Rover’’), used to explain the auto. 
Closing the first half, she held the 
stage for 3% minutes doing about 
11 songs. They made a varied 
assortment, with a couple in the 
skit style using one for a weather 
man she called “Mr. Mitchell” (out 
after the second show—the “Mr. 
Mitchell,” not the song nor the 





man), and another for a draggy 
ballad that only Sophie could make 
stand up, something about, “au- 
tumn leaves tumbling down.” The 
leaves as they tumble seemed to 
| be arguing, and sometimes they 
| wouldn’t tumble. 

| Her best ballad was “When Will 
| the Sun Shine for Me?,” a plain- 
| tive, peach lyric and melody, while 
others were along her known style, 
the latter being taking in “King 
Tut,” almost a comic, and a real 
pop stage number for laughs as 
well as likable melody. For a finish 
she did “Carolina” in variations, 
vocally making that nice. Another 








“The Show Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 


10 PARODIES for $10.00 


“How to Be an Emcee" 


$3.00 including 2 Files 
Send for list of ma parodies, 
songs, minstrel bite—black- 

skits, etc. 
NO C.0.D’s 


PAULA SMITH 
260 W. Sith St. New York 19 
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comic, “You’ve Got to See Mamma 


4} Every Night,” was one of those 





things Miss Tucker or anyone else 
might reserve for private affairs, 
although there’s always the chance 
a vaudeville audience won't get 
it altogether. One or two of the 
lighter numbers were a bit too 
light for Sophie’s strength as an 
act, but she got them all over. 
And, oh, how that gal is looking! 
Soph looks to be about just one 
of the flappiest blondes ambling 
over the headline route, and if that 
isn’t a squarer, Soph, what is? 

It’s too bad Miss Tucker is leavy- 
ing vaudeville this week for a 
Coast production engagement. The 











‘current week at the Palace is dis- 









bill, and likewise a return, is the 
Ben Bernie band. The Bernie or- 
chestra played superbly. Mr. Ber- 
nie seemed to give more than his 
usual particular attention to it, 
including his own solo work on the 
villin, and all of his boys respond- 
ed. No one alters their opinion on 
the Bernie turn as it repeats that 
it is an orchestra act which may 
be a vaudeville standard for as 
long as they want to stick; it holds 
music: and Bernie, with his punch 
way of putting over his talking 
points and his personality. His is 
a neat crew of capable playing 
boys, including the somewhat ex- 
aggerating drummer, the latter, 
however, getting his 3 share of 
attention and appreciation. 


Tuesday Edith Clasper was 
moved from closing to opening 
and the Luster Bros. exchanged 
with her. Montana, a banjo play- 
er, was second. “The Show Off” 
sketch was third, making it early, 
as the performance was too long 
Monday matinee. It started at 
eight at night; with Elizabeth Brice 
dropped out to save running time. 
Miss Brice substituted in the after- 
noon for Sybil Vane, reporting ill. 
Lewis & Dody were No. 4 in a 
good place and to a big score while 
after the intermission (cut to two 
minutes) and the band were Wil- 
liams & Wolfus. Sime. 


ST. LO0 CAFE PADLOCKED 
ON TAX EVASION RAP 


St. Louis, April 6. 


On orders from Internal Reve- 
nue Collector James P. Finnegan 
federal agents last week padlocked 
nitery owned by Paul J. Passan- 
ante for failure to pay $8,000 taxes, 
ineluding cabaret, withholding and 
social security that have accumu- 
lated since Jan. 1, 1946. Passan- 
ante’s trouble started when he was 
discharged from the Army in 1945 
and discovered that he owed Uncle 
Sam $18,000 in various taxes. 


He was permitted to write off 
two-thirds of the money by making 
his returns on a partnership basis 
and forked over $6,000 in a settle- 
ment for that year. Since then his 
taxes piled up and Finnegan said 
that Passanante’s declaring of poor 
business doesn’t hold water. 

Unless Passanante liquidates the 
tax matter Finnegan will sell the 
fixtures at auction and apply pro- 
ceeds to taxes owed. Finnegan 
also said that he will endeavor to 
dispose of other property Passan- 
arite owns to satisfy the judgment. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 6. 

Easter Sunday at the Will Rog- 
ers ran true to form, the mid-day 
dinner a festive occasion, followed 
by special entertainment headed 
by the Great Grocini, magician, 
who stopped off enroute to Mont- 
real to amuse the gang. 

Julia Kaufhold in from Harris- 
burg, Pa., to bedside husband, 
wh Maria Lalis shot in from 
N.Y.C. to ogle hubby Bill Lalis, 
who is doing nicely. 

Helen Grupp off to N.Y.C. on a 
10-day furlough, to visit relatives 
and former co-workers at the Re- 
public Pictures. 


Laura (Loew's) Sloan upped for 
suppers with mild exercise, first 
break from infirmary routine in a 
year. She is also flashing O.K. 
clinic reports. 


Arthur Davis, former minstrel 
and circus performer, and Michael 
Brocca, carnival man, taking the 
= * on oP wg unpivwrs Rut- 
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Natlie Smith shot in from N.Y.C. 
to visit husband, G. Albert Smith, 
_ recently underwent appendec- 

y. 


Joe (Loew's) Taft in from N.Y.C. 


Thanks to the local chapter of 
the Tuberculosis Society and the 
Mark Carson’s for the floral dis- 
play that decorated our lounge 
room during the Easter holiday. 

At request from Col. Cervantes 
of Colombia, South America, Carl 
Kessler (The Amazing Mr. Ballen- 
tine), left his bed to entertain Pepe 
Cervantes, the former’s son who is 
ill at the Alta Vista Lodge here. 
The lad has a yen for magic. 

Al Chappel, formerly of this 
colony and who now operates a 
nitery in Massena, N. Y., in to 
visit the gang, also gifting the 
needy. 

(Write -to those who are Ill.) 





and elated over his frau’s progress. |! 





Nitery Dates 


Eckstine pecknae show 
with Julia Lee set the Adams, 
Newark, June 3, and makes a big 
jump to Chicago’s Regal theatre, 
June 11. 

Carl Ravazza, who winds up a 
two-month ment at the 
Copacabana, N. Y., ht (Wed- 
nesday), has been set for repeat 
date next January. 

Mitzi Green signed for the 
Bachelor club, Pittsburgh, May 5, 
and will follow with the Mount 
Royal hotel, Montreal, May 21. 

Kitty Kallen headlines Beverly 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., 
April 9. She follows current run of 
Peter Lind Hayes. 

Dennis Sisters and Bill Shirley 
pacted for George White’s “Mid- 
night Scandals,” preeming at Flor- 
entine Gardens, Hollywood, June 3. 
Dave Apollon and Senor Wences 
comprise April 12 show at the 
Statler hotel, Washington. 


Talent Splurge 


Minneapolis, April 6. 


Splurge is on among local nit- 
eries. With Carnival opening here, 
replacing former Happy Hour, 
which was burned out, and using 
name band poliey, bidding for tal- 
ent by spots is most spirited in 
years and budgets are hitting rec- 
= —— despite business down- 
rend. 


A 600-seat capacity will make 
Carnival largest of night clubs. 
It’s preeming April 12 with 
Frankie Carle at reported $6,700 a 
week. He'll be followed by Sammy 
Kaye and Tommy Dorsey at sti- 
pends equally high or higher. 

As example of dough being paid 
out in scramble for attractions, 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, 
aiming to retain its position as one 
of town’s two top supper clubs and 
to meet the new opposition, is 
bringing in McCarthy & Farrell 
next month at $1,500 a week, al- 
though neither has played here be- 
fore and both are unknown locally. 
Spot is gambling on expected pub- 
licity because act was written and 
staged by former localite, Max 
Shulman, who has been much in 
local press limelight, in conse- 
quence of bis literary and theatri- 
cal activities, and also because Far- 
rell of act appeared in former’s 
musical “Barefoot Boy With 
Cheek.” 


Even theatre bars are going in 
for expensive talent. Page Cava- 
naugh Trio just closed at Dome 
theatre bar where Joe Mooney 
quartet now is holding forth. Bar 
is eting its entertainment at 

For town size of Minneapolis 
there’s probably record number of 
night spots using high salaried per- 
sonalities. For example, in addition 
to Carnival having Frankie Carle 
now, Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
race is offering Eddie Garr, while 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Liberace with Modernaires to fol- 
low. Curly’s, another nitery, also 
goes -in for occasional names and 

















2908 BEKO Baliding, New Work 20, N. 


THE BODY BEAUTIFUL 
LOU 


SEILER 


—WHO WROTE— 

“I’ve Got Those If-You-De-Me-a- 
Favor-and-W ork-for-Short-Money- 
I’ll-Make-It-U p-to-VYou-on-the- 
Next Blues” 

“Give Me Five Week Ends, Moe” 


“I Hear You Calling Catskills” 


Conpetiy Return Engagement 
Queens rrace, Long island, N. Y. 
















Where Mother Sings Us Lullabys 
FOREST LODGE—1028 STRONG ST,—SCHENECTADY 7, N.Y. 


Le 


Orient Loop For 
~ Vande-Nitery 


Manila, April 1. 

A vaude and nitery loop w 
would take in the major cities o 
the Orient is being launched here 
by two American women who 
served as entertainers with U. § 
Army al Services for five 
years ore resigning in 1947 ig 
become civilian actress technicians, 
Heeding the venture are Donna L 
Murphy, who’s managing director 
of Far Eastern Enterprises, and 
her partner-production manager 
Dolores M. Gregory. 

Now making final arrangements 
to open her central office here 
Miss Murphy recently completed a 
survey tour of Shanghai, Hong- 
kong, Bangkok and Singapore 
Talent for the circuit's shows 
would be composed of Filipino and 
American performers. Miss Greg- 
ory is now in the States seeki 
U. S. artists. Under present sy 
the pair expects to produce shows 
first in Manila and provincial cen- 
ters, then swing through other Far 
East cities and possibly Honolulu. 


MOLINA RHUMBA ORCH 
INTO BILTMORE, N. Y. 


Continental booking office has 
moved into the New York hotel 
situation with another placement. 
This time it’s the Carlos Molina 
rhumba combo, which opens at the 
Biltmore April 12. It will be the 
first time that Molina has played 
the east in five years. Mort Davis 
made the deal. 

Same office has Woody Herman 
debuting at the Commodore April 
20. Also spotted for an April (26) 
opening by Continental is Esy 








Morales, with the Chateau Crillon, 
Philly, the stand. Contract’s for 
five weeks. 
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“ACADEMY AWARD WINNER?” 


JAY 


SEILER 


—HAS WRITTEN— 

“Home for Moncey” 
“Is You Is or Is You Aint Available?” 
“Wovldst Thou Love Me as Tenderly 
on Video as Thou Hast on Radio’ 


Currently Televising 
June 16-29, Flame 
Duluth, Minnesota 




















OGRE OT rep ted 


TY irl inet et ti 

































































Wednesday, April 7, 1948 VARIETY NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 83 “4 
Kay Thompson's N. Y. Cafe Wow Cues | 2" Sastest arr | 
: = iami Beach, April 2. | *o 5. @, ° a 
Peers S- od Hem Youngman. ceeraie | Writer Guilds Open Drive 
ei ‘ . 'Tapps, Tommy Diz, Betty Reilly, E 
Answer to Wail for Something New’ 't=scerin. "9?" mc ——— ans Hom mt 
y Wanger Line : t me ; 
y W Orch; $3.50 minimum. operated largely on outright buys! being subsidized to turn out lit- E 
7 Sas . of material, the licensing campaign | erary material on which they re- 
Kay Thompson & Williams {arrangement big league. The Though the ueavier competish | probably won’t become such an |tain all rights except film, which 
Bros. (4), Ted Straeter & Gao|Thompson saga is now standard; | spots have shuttered, the Copaca-| issue there. By nature, most of the | becomes the property of the studio. 
oh ‘Orchs; $5 minimum, $7.50 pre- tired of schooling the Metroites in bana hasn't stinted in its current popular commercial programs use The Screen Writers Guild 
> qiere. vocal rhythmpation she essayed it installation, with the lineup adding | Material that would be unsuitable | qoesn’t figure on doing anything 
~ To iene oe page 2 own. Her Metro re te 8 up as one of the most satisfying | for any other show or, usually, for! for the present about material 
S Kay Thompson's clic ‘4 4 nies “o Pet gr who ie Satan et out-/to have played this smart room | any other medium. a turned out by studio contract writ- 
io i York with her song-and-dance |standers in musical staging, Trou-| since its reopening last fall. | The only place where subsidiary | ers' Its immediate object is to es- 
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id of rhythm songapation, with her | “Caribbean Cruise,” Noel Coward, lscore solidly. The dead pan comic | of America, Big Story,” ete.). 
= equally supercharged vocal vita-|““Broadway Is Show Business,” et ptet nay of topical gags that | Even there, general practice is to | 
mins, the four Williams Bros., in | “Sweet Katie” and the like. Each po in : : . | buy only single broadcast rights, New Tax Laws 
Ss, 4 , ; Regt ; p the howls coming. Toppers |... : . ; : Sa ead 
ts support. They’re a cinch for terrif;number is production to _ the are the Kinsey report satirizing the with all repeat and subsidiary . 
me 4 b.o. at this East 58th street bistro | hilt with zingy lyrical fol-del-rol | rephrased gab fw Miami Se akeh rights (including film) remaining Continued from page 1 
My q for the same reason they wewer | S86, extraordinarily well planned hotels, and inevitable barbs at his | the property of the author. ling pertaining particularly to peo- 
j ‘em from the Coast to Florida— | usiness. . | bosses. Switches standard “Laura” | Involves All Guilds iple in the entertainment fields. 
e. i novelty, showmanship and some- The lean and~ lanky’ Miss d f dditi ieatas . , ; 
vs ; batyt ut f the ordinary |Thompson appears cooler than a arounc or additional yocks to | The new stand of the Authors Show business people in upper 
id i thing ou oO ‘i | sponsor’s heart but the personable wind into a begoff. Guy has never | Guild in favor of licensing deals |income brackets will be greatly 
g- : Bonifaces must recognize that ay? been funnier, and works with anand escalator clauses appears par- | benefited by certain aspects of the 
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ng the public will always ahead 0 dew like an acrobatic act. None added assurance and poise that re- | ticularly important because it is|new law, however (just as will 
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self-punishing act that defies cap- 
tiousness. 

This was manifest at the $7.50 
premiere, for instance, where many 
a hardy saloonatic voiced the 
seas “Well, she won me over.” 

here’s no question that such a 
terrific builder-upper is tough to 
overcome, 
bitten community like N. Y. where 
they write show business. The 
Winchell trailer led the customers 
to expect the greatest thing since 
Christy Mathewson to pitch at 


group of West 52d street lam- 
misters they tore this East 58th 
street bistro apart. On the site of 
Cafe Society Uptown, which Bar- 
ney Josephson long operated as 
a twin to his Greenwich Village 
spot, bonifaces Herbert Jacoby 
and Max Gordon (not the legit 
producer) have given this room 
the Directoire motif, from whici 
comes the billing. Flunkeys in 
@allic getup, decor in the idiom to 
Match, and a generally artistic 
background, such as has always ob- 
tained at any of Jacoby’s bistros, 
are a cinch to convert this room 
into the town’s No. 1 must-see spot. 

Before it was C. S. Uptown, this 
room ran through a series of poli- 
cles and name-changes dating back 
to Belle Livingston’s Salon (when 
she was Texas Guinan’s competi- 
tion as a speakeasy hostess), 
thence the Park Avenue Club (one 
of the mob’s classier whisperlows), 
then Joe Zelli’s Royal Box, 
terme Kelly’s illfated venture, 
etc. 

Most consistently successful has 
been Josephson’s policy 
Jacoby-Gordon bid fair to eclipse 
that click. And, as in the case of 

he new owners’ Blue Angel, on 
the site of another speakeasy era 
hot spot, once known as the Kit 
Kat Club, their artistic endow- 
ments to the atmosphere constitute 
one of the nicer attributes. 

For instance, a trick platform is 
a perfect vantage podium for the 
Thompsonites. It doesn’t slide out, 
as with the conventional ice-show 
floors; instead it is perched against 
the rear wall and slides down on a 
45-degree angle via a pulley effect. 
It’s a novel parquet super-floor 
contrivance which will undoubtedly 
be copied in similar rooms. 

The act, of course, is not what 
they do but how they do it. But 
the material is all fresh, new and 
original, exceedingly well orches- 
trated and arranged by Miss 
Thompson whose background with 
Metro and kindred ‘musicals has 
been strictly in the musico- 


especially in a hard- | 


but | 





| braving the New York o.o. and de- 
liberately stayed out as long as 
possible. They have nothing to 
worry about now. Act gets $6,500 
and a split—and is bound to hit the 
jackpot for the 10 weeks they’re in. 
| It returns in the fall to reopen Le 
| Directoire. PS—as a sentimental 
albeit theatrical curtsy to their 
super-p.a., Winchell, preem night 
saw the front-center table unoccu- 
pied, with a box of orchids perched 
thereon in tribute to the absent 


Gene Krupa Orch (16) with 
Dolores Hawkins, Buddy Hughes, 
Emil Mazinick; Harry Ranch’s 
“Kernels of Korn” (6); no cover 
no minimum, 








Gene Krupa’s orchestra making 
annual appearance at “Frank 
Palumbo’s Click seems to have 
added versatility. 

Once, depending mainly. on 
| Krupa’s artistry at the skins, the 
band now gets into the sweeter 
groove and play music for diners. 

That doesn’t mean fhat the guy 
|at the drums can’t give out with 
‘the hot licks which has kept him 
at the top of the drummer’s roost. 


‘the way, the bounce and the slam- 


| bang type of rhythmics again are 
| top-dog. 

Dolores Hawkins, a gal who 
|doesn’t stop bouncing, is fine at 
ithe mike with the pop novelty 
itunes which are Krupa’s favorites. 
| Buddy Hughes and Emil Mazinick, 
| trombonist, take turns in the male 
/ vocal department. Shal. 





'Nermandie Roof. Ment’! 
Montreal, March 31. 
Benny Fields, Neil Golden Orch 
with Mae Allen; Minimum §$2, 
'Cover $1. 





| Benny Fields has picked his best 
'material for this hotel room and 
coupled with his sentimental sing- 
ing of old faves, gives a smooth, 
‘smart performance. With can, top- 
‘hat and a rich voice, Fields works 
with ease and polished delivery. 
Fields, happily given perfect 
'musical support by Neil Golden 
‘erch, opens with “No Business 
Like Show Business” and follows 
with “Freedom Train.” He hits 
full stride with a medley of yester- 
year hits. Encores after hefty 
‘salvos with another medley for 
additional plaudits and begs off 
wiih “Melancholy Baby.” 

Fietds knows all the tricks of 
smart showmanship and has the” 
under control at all times. Marc. 


*. 
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|After the dinner dishes are out of | 


{ter Burnell the terp end in effec- 
| tive manner. All adds up to one of 
ithe better packages showcased 
‘here. Frank Linale and his orch 
background proceedings in compe- 
tent style. Lary. 


Tele Bows as Integral 
Feature of Nitery Show 
At College Inn, Chi 





Carl Marx, Herbie Fields Orch. 
(8) with Gingie Nichols; $2-$3.50 
minimum. ’ 





Bs 

Otherwise routine opening at the 
College Inn, nitery room of the 
Sherman hotel, took on _ his- 
toric import via a _ seven by 
nine-foot screen on which snatches 
of WBKB telecasts were projected 
‘between the first show and dance 
‘sets. It marked the first use of 
‘large screen tele in an upper 
| bracket nitery. Video fare had 
‘small entertainment value, but, 
| given technical improvements and 
'station-nitery synchro, its implica- 
'tions loom large. ‘ 
Song-laden live show in front 
‘of the tele screen tees off with 
|Meade Lux Lewis in brisk boogie 
|88’ing for prime returns. Darwin 
Dane, youthful disk songster, lacks 
/punch and authority on this floor. 
| Sonny Howard bags salvos with 
|sharp impersonations of top pop 
| singers. Best of his gallery of eight 
are Rose Murphy, the Ink Spots 
| and Nellie Lutcher. Any one of the 
|three might be a heftier closer 
than his straight version of “Body 
and Soul.” 
intro, would heighten the impact 
of vocal carbons that follow. 
| Kay Starr, sheathed in a white, 
| beaded gown, uses deft - gestures 
and fine facial play for added 
‘thrust to lyrics. Songstress draws 
appreciation with “Fhem There 
Eyes” and “I'll Be Tired of You.” 
Exiting after her disk fave, ‘‘Lone- 
|somest Gal,” she returns with a 
brace of oldies for a solid send off. 
| Herbie Fields, doubling on sax 
}and clarinet, puts literal meaning 
|into jump tunes. Maestro bounds 
|ceilingward in some of the most 
| hectic fronting at this spot since 
| Cab Calloway’s last stand. In show 
/set orch builds up to a bash on 
|“Flying Home,” in which Fields 
and three brass weave their way 
among tables. Orch overrides 
Gingie Nichols’ vocals. 

Carl Marx continues adept at 
tble-to-table clowning. Baxt. 





Latter, if used as an. 


The attempt will be made to “in- 
| corporate escalator clauses in all 
contracts.”’ It’s explained that such 
clauses involve a_ sliding-price 
scale and thus “protects an author 
who has a smash book sale exceed- 
ing the number of copies on which 
the motion picture contract is 
based.” 


Would Eliminate Pub’s Share 


On another front the AG aims 
to eliminate the publisher’s share 


that as a first step in abolishing 
this practice the Guild, in its basic 
contract with Random House, set a 
limit of 15° for the publisher’s 
share and confined this “privilege” 
to two years. It expresses the de- 
termination to reduce and _ ulti- 
mately eliminate the publisher’s 
percentage. 

With the adoption of a policy 
| looking toward licensing rather 
| than sale of written material, the 
Authors League as a whole goes 
on record as favoring the basic 
idea of the proposed American 
| Authors Authority plan. However, 
| assignment of copyright, the con- 
| troversial part of the AAA plan, is 
| now significantly missing. 

Except film deals, virtually all 
rights to literary material is on a 
licensing basis, with payment on a 
royalty or per performance basis. 
| Thus, in the case of book publica- 
tion, the author gets a_ royalty 
based on sales and after a stipu- 
lated period the material reverts 
to him. Same is true of magazine 
'publication and such subsidiary 
literary rights as stage and radio 
(and, thus far, television). 

In the dramatic field, too, nearly 
| all deals are on a licensing and 
| royalty basis, with payment based 











may be very large. Somewhat 
isimilar conditions may apply on 
estate and gift taxes where “mari- 
tal deductions” are involved. Of 
course, all taxpayers will get a 
break from new law, as there’s an 
“effective reduction” on all rates 
after computation of tax, plus in- 
creased dependency deductions al- 
lowable. 


New law is likely to have only 
indirect effect on theatrical invest- 
ment. It does not apply to cor- 


, ) g. of h. Abel. | from the proceeds of film deals. It porate taxes, and partnerships are 
show ‘em. In spades nes Cliek, Philly Kay Starr, Sonny Howard beg or the. film nights of his of seek 7 ee ee 

: a . . 4 *\ to 50° $. ; 

4 Working like a supercharged Philadelphia, April 1. |Meade Lux Lewis, Darwin Dane, | hook to the publisher, and adds shine tnaeaihien onatte ieee 


ships themselves won't be affected, 
members who benefit directly from 
revised regulations may be in 
financial position to make greater 
investments. 





Stalin as P. A. 


Continued from page 1 


the Soviet commissars. Metro’s 
booking of it now isn’t expected to 
do the Italian Communists any 
good in the crucial elections com- 
ing up here April 18. 

An Italian official aecepted the 
Russian note and announced that 
a reply was being prepared. It’s 
expected that the note will be re- 
jected on the Italian government’s 
insistence that it has the right to 
preserve the freedom of its screens. 


Largely as a result of the fuss 
stirred up by the Russians, ‘‘Ninot- 
chka” was given featured play in 
most of the key Italian newspapers. 
For example, the Tempo in Turin 
handled the story humorously. It’s 
front page story read: 


“Great agitation has pervaded 
the offices of the ministry of for- 
eign affairs. Rumors are buzzing 
and interest and curiosity are at a 





'on number of performances and 
| boxoffice gross, with the title re- | 
'verting to the author after a speci- | 
fied period. In the case of plays, | 
however, the producer gets a 40° 
share of film rights (provided the 
show runs three weeks on Broad- | 
way) and also participates in for- | 


fever pitch. Ministry officials are 


| inquiring in awed tones, ‘Has the 


Russian note yet arrived?’ ‘You 
mean, of course, the note about 
Trieste.’ ‘No, the note’ about ‘Ni- 
notchka.’” 


Film, which was banned by Mus- 


eign, stock and amateur rights for S0lini when released shortly before 


/a stated number of years. 

In the picture business most 
writers are employees of the stu- 
‘dio and work on salary.. Thus, 
their output is the outright prop- 
-erty of the company. However, 
even original screen stories writ- 
ten by freelancers are normally 
bought outright, except in rare 
|cases of outstanding writers. But 
‘there have been increasing in-, 
stances in the last couple of years 
Of authors, such as Carl Sandburg, 


“sean 


| the war, opened day-and-date here 
‘in four Rome theatres. It’s fiow 
playing five Rome houses simul- 
| taneously on a second run basis. 
In Turin, it broke all opening week 
records for Metro films. Just be- 
fore Easter, the Metro exchange 
ordered four additional prints 
above the usual 26 used on each 
film. Now, the demand from all 
parts of the country has grown 80 
much that another five prints have 
been ordered. 
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: Ches Adorabies 18 Fedele 

| Connle’ Malixe D'tild Dancers (1%) 
Hote! 


Variety Bills —a | 


Wednesday, April 7, 1948 








Hetel 
Ray Morton Ore 





ae | Iacienne Boyer a ae wee 
: Wi 
: WEEK OF APRIL 7 Motel Bismark | Mead Lux Lewis | FRANCES MADDUX & LEW are familiar without having been 
a re Renno Deison O yovak k  - sate SPENCE done too much by other chirps, 
ai z Troon “?) | Darwin Dane Songs at Pianos Tunes such as “Take Off Your 
a: Numerals ia connection with bills below indicate opening day of shew Georgie Gobel a yee on | 


Shoes,” “Moonlight and Vermont” 
whether full or split week. t 





; Paulens (2) Chuck Foster Orc) Higtel St. Regis, N. Y. set her prett 

i Rudy Richards , pretty. She also does a 
: Le pareatheses indicat irenit: (i) Iodependent; (LL) Loew Helsings the Pes (2) -This is a bit of a comeback for 
: "aay teens {P) Parkmeent; (K) RKO; (8) Stoll; (Wi yO a Al Morgan a special number on psychoanalysis, 


Bill Chandler Ore 


Matia® S iman 
Alwite & Blue be 











Frances Maddux, who had been a/which hits audience solidly. Her 


Manvel Del Toro regular on the ciass cafe circuits piano aceomps are also effective. 








\EW : ew : Mike Young Jerry Rehfield til a decade or so ago, and 

i NEW YORK CITY| Moke & Poke Julie Andrews Dick Henderson Tote ith setenadl ferry > up un a > Jose 

; ¢ (L) 8 Ida James Jean Carson Grafton Sis & suy ym Skating Bivdears w bi 
Tex ‘on, Ore Billy Nightengale Santiga, Ba Jacques Eleanore Christian Palmer House then -went into semi-retirement. 

} Dean Martin COLUMBUS Palladium (M) 5 pean ems | Wigpemanet Beach eer | cnet ond She’s back with the same sophisti- — 

i Jerry Lewis face x Martha Raye orraine Gi aison Osa. : 

; Music Hall (I) 8 ye Rg on ") B Minevitch N Hope & D Ray Myrtil & Picaud McCarthy & Far'l cated style of oe yg a g MAR eCARTY 

i Pav! Haakon Rudy Cardenas Harmonica Rascals; Mendelssohn George Olsen Orc C Kaly Dners (4) that this time it’s as a two-act, 
































Stephanie ae Gene Sheldon Yost Royal Guaré eh welen Seconds Preston Lambert Lanora Bdwin with Lew Spence sharing equal |12 Mins. 
A'Andree'a Ronnie| MARTFORD |X" Gude Gras | Atmpire (MS spotlight at a compenion Steinway. / Village Vanguard, N. Y. ) 
Bellak & Klaine Pig en ag M*& H a Ta a = tg a a3 They do an effective, casual type Mary McCarty promises to 
Corps de Batiet | Rose Murphy S Baba & Rudea 2 | Adrienne & Leslie | Old Hipp Site of twin seneaegane poate, velop _ Dg merry comedienne 
Glee Club ee J Billings & Diana) 5 Rapids gaining momentum from a show-/|for smart and intime rooms. She's 
Brym Orc Lane & Claire Olsen & Sea Lion | Morgan & Doyle , ; ; Y. > . 
Parameunt (P) 1 HOLYOKE Casino (8) 5 Irving & Girdwood Continued from page 1 manly pacing which starts moder already _ Set for the forthcoming 
Buddy Rich Valley Arena (1) 11 Jones & Harvey SHEPR’RDS BUSH || rei i ately and pitches to a good climax. legiter, “Sleepy Hollow. 
° = STcoks Se | eee ti an oe at least nfo av — Their stuff is all special and| She shows capabilities in several 
7 , - m3 re an _— ; re % Z t d ’ ‘ . POA : e premises. oO ode h “WN Ww Look B t di ti Sh r . » 
Tire Colstons The Dunhills Keppel & Beity |Caryll & Mundy a m ern, suc as e , ul | rections. es excellent in 
Roxy (1) 1 Betty Percy Bennett & Will'ma| Ann Scott made to find someone who pe Same Old .Face,” .“November in| handling lines and in doing pan- 
jalli Sis Neil Stanley Newman Twins Java ros ‘ 5 ‘ » °° és 9° mo - i 
Betty Brace (three to fill) Rlwardas V & M Norman head that — of 7, setup, and! New York,” a “wrong grammar |tomime. Her satire on the star of 
. be Jena - a gg = Harrison & ee | Danry oe oe oka: 0 pongo oe routine, etc. For a conservative | silent films indicates her potentiali- 
alici Puppeis ymy 4 Carpenter's Girls George Lavoie ¥ in uD. é . . . . h 
Meranda (W) © Weta 4 Fase wiNcmmeran |wra Sia + “gpa etc ae a ; sone hostelry like the St. Regis their | ties in these directions. Equally 
Hippodrome (S) 5 SWANSEA | With construction sla os stuff is edited down a bit for bene-|as impressive are her comedy 


elene & Howard Ross & Stone Empire (M) 5 


‘laude Thornhill OO] Heward Nichols 
hk Talent Parade 


le P 
|in October, there will have to be| q+ of the Maisonette customers, |tunes, such as her delineation on 














orey Amsterdam | Jan Bart Jimmy James Snow White & 7 : . . n gp i 
wre Ne ony | Preterm Irene Manning Dwarts = > + ere of &/ since their lyrical “sophistication” |the dancehall hostess and her rib | 
f ( ° ‘ Fd Len & Bill Lowe Olga Fleming eatre in e “ ” . vil 
Yorris & Ryan Adams (1) 8 pone Victor Standing The ésiatinnl “samnadtiin ot ti. usually has been more “advanced.” | of the role of Sophie in “The j 
‘ilfred Mae 3 Ina Rae Hutton O | Veronica Martell 7 Dwarfs - E , Team looks class and performs | Razor’s Edge,” which show a good 
Gre & ais Martie Bros _raince (Mi) 6 | Welveshameten | |ing & legit house in the garage | gitto. Abel. | brand of high-keyed humor 
hal oeoton cosy orales Dancing fears ppodrome ; din ° 
{one as -_ Al 4 a Rarry Sinclair Showboat — — SB rencetlhn B ee mae = osu McCarty’s second 
, é ee - Nicolette Roeg Jimmy Jewe . ew ork st 5 
Flatbush (1) 9-11 Majestic (1) 8-il NEW CASTLE Ben Wariss American National - Theatre & WYMAN & WHITE am c having made her 
Coco Steve & Eddy | Coles & Atkins Empire (M) 5 P & M Honri P e Sengs preem at Spivy’s roof a short time 
Al Nesser Doris Abbott Zio 3 Collins & Elizabeth | Academy. With the cooperation of | 4 - ago. © Jose. 
The Raymonds Mills & Powers Max Miller Doyle” Kids Vinton Freedley, prez of the or-|20 Mins. | 
he ee lS eet & een Sie a lg ganization, and Lawton Campbell, | Little Reumania, Miami Beach 
patio (i) 10-11 is-14 Jobnson. Clark O'Dovie B & Jean |board chairman, he made the ini- | Saag fi - —— * eres a MARCH 
at Rooney 6&r Mr & 2 Misses A J Powers woon wREEF? ee Ww Ww e ent, ow-how an Songs 
Jane Keane The Harpers Skating Avalons Empire (S) 5 tiy approach to Horvath. The idea ie ~ to ke them ready for |9 4 
Steg MeMuon $ | (three to All). | Marlora Quaker Girl was further discussed Friday (2) i a ada rs y ay, | Set ns. — a 
Joey Adams -- . | Craftous Julia Bretton , cafes, vauders or musicomedy. vy’s = me # 
Tony Canzoner! Carman (1) 8 | “NOTTINGHAM Roy Royston by Horvath, Breen, Freedley, Whi th le half. i h 4 io M h. ¢ 1c to N. ¥ 
Louis*Bas!! Ore Barton & Brady | -Kmpire (M) 5 Jack Mayer Campbell and Clarence Derwent, ite, the male half, is a han an March, a newcomer to N. XY. 


B O'Deal Co 


Ne Nant 


Jamaica (1) 7-11 
i. & J Anders 
Ruth Wells 
Pedro & Durand 
Burten Sis 

(five to fill) 


| QUEENS C Fredericks Co R & M Lamar 


Sherman B & Tess | 
Gonzales 2 j 
BEADING 
Rajah (1) 8-10 
Bob Chester Orc 

4 Clark Sis 











Cabaret Bills 





president of Actors Equity. 

It was indicated that Freedley 
might lease the theatre for two 
years, either as a spot for his musi- 


\cal productions or as an invest- 


some lad who reminds of a young- 
er Nelson Eddy in looks. Bariton- 
ings are well rounded and make 
for a nicely blended complement 
to the lush sopranoings of Miss 


cafes, has evidently been around 
for some time, since her work in- 
dicates plenty experience. How- 
ever, her opening here was marred 
by a nervousness that minimized 









































pcan mh 6 1s et mck |ment to rent for other shows. The |Wyman. Pair have obviously been | overall results. : 
Woodson Sis ROCKFORD REW YORK CITY group was also informed that New around, and show it in their con- Her voice is essentially smooth 
Sana titen Co | “Hiv Neighbor" York City authorities would prob- | fident approach. Teeoff with “Song | and easily controlled in the lower 
(ai Ben Yost, Colleens Jim Wong i - Bagaicite ‘“ Pao! Plaza ably favor including a legit house,|Of Love,” followed by solo sesh a ogee ge ae ame aay ad 
al State (I) 8- Martinette & Crowe | Dorethy Koss ildegarde but would frown on too many |featuring Miss Wyman, who re-|When going into the upper tones, 
he Lloyd Loew & Har Blue A Joel He oO : ‘Er; ; 
i cay DeWitt nasties Des | Oangtas’ tree: Salvatore Gioe _| theatrical projects on the premises, | veals full ranging pipes in “Kiss |When she hits her stride voice 
Fe cama Bree bt Punt Weluer Ore | Mare Lawrence Hote! Roosevett [as it’s figured the proposed five-|Me Again,” to earn solid reception. |Shows pashy qualities, desirable 
Frances SIOUX CITY Delia Ithythm Bys | “AWrence Welk Ore |story garage (two floors of which |Duo follow with clever lyrics on |for the intimate spots. Song selec- 
1a] Tier oe Cope SS) BF Rie Larkin 3 Menconi Orc would be below street level) will | “I Can Do It Better Than You Do.” | tions, “J’Attendrai.” “Touche” and 
I Fatlace & Carrot {Smiley Burnett Same: arved ee a to oe a relieve the badly congested traffic|For the Yiddish trade which fre- |“ Down With Love,” are keyed for 
ih wits ePeeny  [EMPRANGHIELD’ | porohietstcens (Hai, Ssunders Ore |in the Times Square area. cents the spot, thay tees in 8 folk |" Gaee she gots need. to this 
j steno s ak. aRe oro 7 a &§' 7 , . : ° 
ae SN Count (1) 818! Vin Raddic Kvalyn Tyner It’s believed the building: laws, | comedy song to build reaction then * room, 
it Keiths (R) 8 Hal sants Girls |F Curbello Ore tue ai Westen which were amended in 1938 but | wrap up with “Anniversary Song.” | She'll make a better dent on audi- 
| ce BR Mary Iou'tarte | Hotel Savoy Piasa still forbid the erection of office Lary. ences. ome: 
Johnny Morgan | Detrich & Diane |" “Gate Seetety” | U2Gr” uwara”" |SPace above the backstage part of ————- 
al Keio "Mariah PSYBACESE | Timmie. Rogers Berbera Barrie . theatre, could be Dae le ww DOROTHY CARELESS GEORGE KIRBY 
{4 ! + Ginnie Powell tote! Taft lf necessary, as both city an Songs Impersonations 
i Towers (¥) 8-11 | Horace Heidt Ore | Gene Rodgers Vincent Lopez Ore | officials eoncede that recent devel- 9 Mins. 
uf The Barrets WASHINGTON = [Clift Jackson Guavhe Deen 2 13 Mins. 
is | Ane ~~ . “, (L) 8 Edmund Hall Ore Hotel Warwick opments in construction and fire Bradley’s, N.Y. Apolle, N. Y. 
‘4 rnle oane ey syn 5 oo . 
if * Yorke & Pierce Rrickiayers cntharins chome aes ae agee me make the old restric-| Dorothy Careless is a charming| George Kirby, Negro who im- 
j Dolinntte & ase | Afiie Dann Jack Soo ae nell tions obsolete. British import whose talents are | personates Hollywood names, both 
i Sutodake 1) 6 beeen cD 8 oo Boye Heth - familiar to British radio audiences | male and femmes, has a slick turn 
: B Henderson Bd 1. Millinder Ore Matt Tack dp ma and also to a sizable number of | that should go places. On appear- ; 
4 F2a er 3. el de Beaks | Noro Morales Ben Ribble Ore Re site fer Tele U. S. citizens through her songs / ance here he stopped the show and 
i % Oriental (1) 8 | Dusiy Fletcher J —- ne “ anaivalionn before GI audiences during the| could have remained beyond al- 
yin Herth 3 Rerk & Hallow aacie me Lent ila” daseer war lotted time 
a onnie Baker WOONSOCKET eartin wis oop i i Continued from page 1 1 ; : 
Andre Adagio D Capitol (1) 11 only | Vivian Blaine Se ee A : Her American preem at Brad-| His vocal mimicry of Boga 
E ag ine Warne Marlin 3 | Ward Donovan Ralph Font Ore cede television is being taken away |ley’s indicates she’s ideally suited | Cagney, Robinson, Rochester, an 
i | Rexal (P) 9 = | tre Durtrs Jeff Clay Taylor Line from them, as was radjp, through | for intime spots. She has asmooth|“Amos ‘n’ Andy” is uncannily 
a King Cole 8 Jee Howard Steen ame V*\ atin Quarter | the ad agencies seizing control. So|and softly modulated voice that | realistic to win repeated palming. 
! immy Dele Ore Betty Percy Di md Marion manners hungry are the TV channels to sell accents personality. Guy has plenty of personality and 
ay Buddy i ' 
a BRITAIN Mata & Mare | aud esters g |Ume, admittedly, that they don’t! Another factor in her favor is| appearance for either niteries or 
Hi Sandler Ore Steve Condos seem to care about program bal-|her song selection. Her numbers | theatres. he. 
BIRMINGHAM Patricia Adair ance : 


FINSBURY PARK | Alverez Mera 
Empire (M) 5 


Juenger Ballet Line |C & T Valdez rien) 
EI] Chico Asther Lawrest Radio showmen admit that 


Bon Vivants whereas two or three soap operas 
Vincent Travers © lor whodunits or quiz shows or play ne he camera—a Recmee crores age sales Ho am 
Kay Thompson symphs, one after the other, seem | C®°USt cet ae ae radi ho ust | their programing ers. 

Williams Bros | |to have become accepted in radio, |°®¢e suffer. You know how! It’s conceded that the peak of 


ge (M) 56 

‘ounty Cousins 

Harry Lester Co 

Marie Lawton 

Chris Sands 

Pies & Freda 
enyot & Marion 





20 Questions 
Earle &-> Babette Fernanda Crespa 
Bamberger & Pam | Conde Luis 

D Gray & Bro. Victoria Barcelo 
Jacques Chesnais Rita & Rozine 
Konne Conn Les Panchos 
Koyal (M) 5 Frankie Higsins 


~ 2 &,. 7 with the addition of the visual |¥¢ Tesemt a small studio audience |radio was hit perhaps in ‘46 but 
if Fern oe aaa F iibees Fisher & White a 4 & Eddie's |component the result may be a enjoying some visual bit; well, this|none the less time billings and 
vulesle Sesey GLASGOW Leais Varane Ors | Badia Dasts much different will be accented by TV-radio ac-| merchandise sales are stil! at peak 
i Lest'e Henson Jose Cortez Ore Art Waner Ore mt story. But they 
is in ae mg = 5 > aa Shérry Britton admit quick defeat because ‘the |*°TS Playing to a larger sight audi-/ figures, hence the radio diehards 
uf Ji~a i 5 | Cecilia College — Ruth Keily admen just buy the time and put | ©™°®: via the iconoscope, whereas | refuse to go along with the phil- 
" ey Empire (M) 5 = | Plissa Jayne ++ rege pees an even greater audience, that is i TV 
ii Albert Modley cate Demers John Elliot Tannos in whatever shows they choose. , osophy that, perhaps in time, 
Curry Co Dennis Sis Boyd Heath j : the radio tuner-inners, will still be | will eclipse it 
‘a in” agg hen G FH Etiiott evnan tilt Atiine & Dowling | Obviously the successive sponsors, |: , - eclipse it. 
tit Harmony, Boys | Gertie Gitane Morey Amsterdam Shenard ine competing or contemporaneous, promgprestion gd vo. Bacay ha’ a ae Problem posed by comedy on tele 
Hm! be sada A Hilla Shields Gtavane-5 Old Ronmasia® icare nought about program col-| ">: eup, ©. | is what to do about studio audi- 
! ae 4 Toa seequie Gerny fella, Smaro laboration. % Boys Alerted ences. Most broadcasters are con- 
at ees yee gga he ol tag ee atl oy Fee ta Must Create New Values On the other hand, the ad agen- |Vinced that audiences will “ee 
4 mt ‘onder Starlets Em, a ® 6 Taylor Line Penthouse (tub ’ s . cies are starting to hint broad! sary to provide a means or 
; tonelnee Un) 5 | Hal Monty a a re a more, li oes ae of a 20% commission on TV rome comic to judge his timing and de- 
; we BE x ype Morris & Cowley iaais ‘Stone Ore Ruban Blec in new names or building new |° the overhead and the |!ivery. Duplication of ae 1 
we Bros wis < ow e Sto ” Arete em oO 
it te Pines, Featouay © 15 ive’ Pekinesa | “eels Gee, | Panis Drake values. Like radio, which grooved |‘¢chnique of servicing video pro-| however, poses the pro 
Gilly Cotton Bd Claude Lester Bill Dillard 


Larry Green Ore vaudeville veterans into topflight es calls for greater ex-|What to do about the present-type 


studio audience for radio programs. 


‘ft if gt MacDonald Twins |<: qurecamo Or: eee Paris 3 | Kilocycle stars—radio, of itself cre- pendi 





fiazel Webster Carl Brissen - 
Downey & Fonvtiile | Bob Grant Ore 


ae Shades LEEDS Hotel Commedere | Waiiy Black ated no stars With TV i Possibility that comedians, know- 
i CARDIFF Empire (M) 5 ; ally ker , Save an occasional -¥ programming comes , te 
oe cue’ tieke Wikes | oe eee me Rudy Vallee—similarly TV wants |the question of TV commercials. |™& they're on ee 
ie Bestes Rhaver ig (S&B Bernard — | avy West Ore. | Pierre Cartier ready-made values. That's a problem already. If it's |the camera instead of ihe alm such 
ue i i Suzette Tarri Riles & Heller Salvice — Saves Ganten “What must happen,” continues beer, the film inserts show too ~ li tion i 
hia Hubert & Pierre | Rob Murray Tony Craig ve Vermiites another showman, “might be com-|Many mixed crowds in pseudo- | @UPHCcation. 

' 


Radcliffe & Ray 


2: ' a pared to a crack Notre Dame team, |COnviviality around public taverns. 
i. oF ebnny ack woo 


Reg Dixon 





Hackford & Doyle | 


sbbie Kimber ne plletel Lexington” | Panchito Ore = seniors, graduating at one and pee because TV plays so much . 
it te ole : ineapple Ore Villiaze Bare : , i 
Pin dele te Red Riding Toca |neeprle Ore |. Viliaze - + teme. That's the radio the barroom and other public Disk Jocks in Vaude 
BE miswier ine on ole Shep Fields Orc Doris Faye show business today where all the | room trade. 
’ ; Margery anh 


Marshal! Beard Bourbon & Bain 


























La! Keapire (8) 8 | Percy Garside gl Bourbon 4 top stars are well along in years.| If it’s coffee, says another, there Continued from page | 
DP ‘rinhardt Retty Martin kgs me Ate) It's a question whether some of | might be the non-caffeine sponsors | |. d Andre 
ti | §, Sra in a ee | Village Vangware |them will even care about chang-|who would over-dramatize the |Eigen, Bea Wain an 
aio lab & "LIVERPOOL peg Mary. eterty ing their technique for television. | “benefits” of coffee that doesn’t|Baruch and Paul Brenner. Sur- 
iy ee Matoha matmpire (2) 5 | Hotei Penmsyivania | Pete Seeger — For one thing, too many have film |make one nervous, with business | rounding talent will include Sarah 
fala Michael O'Dnfty Graham vaca Jarasee_Ore Melroue Colbert contracts which rule them out for |of not-drumming-on-the-table, and Vaughn, Jerry Wayne and the 
1h A Hontenay Co, $ Appletons. Patri: ig Windsor ‘ Waldorf-Astoria ogy gg & of them, to borrow wo like. That's where radio might Page Cavanaugh Trio 
aureys a dthue i érater andre & Verna ronald Richards rom Jac nny, may be lonely ome resentful and conceivabi ’ 
He hi bikn Ron Donald 1 str Van Smith Ore Emi! Coleman Ore | Dut they’re all loaded. I can’t see |take umbrage at the network Other shows have been set for 
q rt se yg A ge | a Chae Reader Ore |Misha Borr Ore ae. oa - of our stars worrying |which, on one hand, plugs coffee | Toledo, Detroit, Dayton, Sievetens. 
PE riter Show LONDON about making up, rehearsing lines|over the air; but, with the visual | Buffalo, Syracuse, Rbdchester, 5t. 
4? Fe ws aoe eens, 8). 8 CHICAGO to memory, week after week for |advantage of TV, also plugs non-| Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha. In 
Bie & te mite Pat Kirkwood Blackhawk Chez Paree 39 weeks. The idea of dual shoot-| caffeine products. all cases, local jocks head the dis- 
aie. OR o> ae ERD a cone OR FR rel Marty Gould Ore jing, i.e. for the TV as well as the| This raises the proposition that | play with surrounding performers 
3 : i Bemand & Pigeons Marilyn Hightower | Shirley Lane Suct Cite Dantore radio mike, may produce hazards. TV and radio may have to become comprising singers and instrumen- 
eae 2 Jerry Allen 3 Michael Benting i Phil Mariquia Joe Kovac Orch It’s a cinch that if they Start to two separate and distinct things, | talists with a disking rep. 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Buddy Rich Orch (17), The Col- 
stons (3). Dean Murphy, Steve 
Condos, Mills Bros.; “Saigon” 
¢Par) reviewed in Variety Feb. 


4, “48. 


paramount stageshow seems at 
frst glance a bit overstuffed with 
acts, including Buddy Rich’s 
tra, but the playing supplies 
4 different story. Nicely paced, its 
rtainment’ values are there and 
they're fully used without going 
overboard. 
Standouts are the Mills Bros., 
who seem to grow better as time 





Graham school style. Aliso a jam 
session with Henderson, jumping 
on the piano bench and rolling out 
a few beats; oddly enough, im- 
promptu session gets the best 
hand. Winds with dramatic piece, 
“Tap Dancer’s Nightmare,” for 
solid sendoff. 

Alan Carney contribs impres- 
sions of film stars. For his encore, 
he does standard dialect satires 
of soapbox orators for happy re- 
turns. 

Henderson’s combination is one 
of the few that continues heavy on 
brass. However, most of the num- 
bers are muted so that blare is 
eliminated. Arrangements feature 
modern version of classics, which 





goes by. Fortunate as they are in 


being able to become closely iden- | 


tifed with hit tunes, the quartet 
js constantly in the forefront of 
the vocal parade. And they de- 
serve it, for they’re excellent from 
all angles. They even improve 
their showmanship. each _ time 
caught, although there’s plenty of 
natural appeal in their approach 
to tunes of all kinds, particularly 
in the beat they develop over a 
Were they cohfine themselves to 
one current pop — the current 
“Manana”’—and progress through 
“Lazy River” and “Paper Doll,” 
standard arrangements with them. 
Using one pop and all past hits 
wouldn’t suffice for other similar 
turns, but it more than satisfies 
here since the oldies they use are 
such standout items. 

Buddy Rich’s orchestra back- 
grounds the show, and Rich could 


learn a lot from the fact that he’s 
being forced to work only cne | 
hand on his drums. (He broke his | 


left arm weeks back and has it in 
a cast.) Rich is a great drummer, 
but when he uses two hands he 
overpowers his audiences, so tre- 
mendous is his attack. Working 
with one hand (and the single- 
wing approach proves him better 
with one than many guys using 
two hands), he is forced to confine 
himself to shade more, to use more 
tricks. And the net result is a 
better all-around performance than 
one of his two-hand solos. And 
ironically enough, Rich clicks 
heavier with the audience in using 
one hand. — ‘ 

There’s the sympathy angle, of 
course, .:plus the auditor’s amaze- 
ment over the pace he can set un- 
der such restrictions. His band, 
composed of four trumpets, four 
trombones, four sax and four 
rhythm (he uses a sub drummer), 
has been together off and on for 
several years. It’s not a crack 
band, its arrangements often being 
unrecognizable, but here it dis- 
plays more finesse than ever. be- 
fore. It does a nice job behind the 
acts, and Rich himself shows more 
ability out front than he has in 
the past. He sings one tune, “Man 
Could Be a Wonderful Thing,” and 
also dances with Steve Condos. He 
does well at the footwork, too, and 
it’s good showmanship. 

The Colstons, comedy dance 
turn, open and set a good mood 
for what follows. Punch in this 

is the routine of comic postures 
and bits of business carried out 
by the female half. They click 
smartly and at this showing could 
— done more. 

an Murphy comes up midway. 
His familiar vocal apings of screen, 
radio and others in the public eye, 
capped by a takeoff on Mrs. F.D.R. 
and F.D.R. himself, are all well 
done and click solidly. But the 
rete cage he uses isn’t as punchy as 
t once was; perhaps a refurbishing 

In order. 

Between Murphy and the finale 
ae Bros. Condos is inserted. 

‘orking as a single since splitting 
with his brother, he proves an 
audience-getter. Educated heel-and- 
pA gd is done in very satisfying 

on. Strangely enough, how- 


* ver, it’s Rich’s participation in the 


turn that makes it best for 
the 
conan, Condos, incidentally, is 
oubling from the Latin Quarter. 
Wood. 


. State-Lake, Chi 


Chicago, April 2. 
Pa Carney, Johnny Coy, 
st Henderson Orch (14) with 
on Cy Reed & Andy Roberts; 
Oose Hangs High” \ EL). 








Only two acts this week, but 
“en Henderson and his band are 
< Corea in themselves. Maestro 
ated i oo or gga and 
Nn fine fashion. i i 
ow Coy leans to ballet | 
eas Lad has a _ vocal intro, 
an ng into “Lover” for walk- 

ound © session. Follows’ with 
Mpressionistic version of 

‘us Blues” done in the Martha | 


gives the leader chance to show off 
|his pianoing. His “Clair De Lune” 
iis welcome concerting midway 
| through the program. 

Andy Roberts, vocalist, does neat 
imitation of Sinatra in “What Is 
This Thing Called Love,” and fol- 
lows with “Whiffenpoof Song.” 
Also teams with three sidemen on 
impression of the Inkspots on “The 
Gypsy” and “I Wish I didn’t Love 
| You So.” Nancy Reed, other band 
vocalist, does, “I May Be Wrong” 
and “You Were Meant For Me” to 
nice reception. Zabe. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, April 2. 


Horace Heidt Orch (13), with 
Dick Contino, Richard Melari, Har- 
old Parr, Halyard Patterson, Jerry 
Rothaus, Grant Williams, Tiny Hut- 
ten, Betty Curtis, Harold Peck, Pat 
Theriault; “Blonde Savage” (EL). 











Making his first appearance here 
in several years, Horace Heidt 
shows he has lost none of his show- 
manship with this solid layout. 
Spotting 10 of his “discoveries” 
and a few of his comedy numbers, 
ringmaster Heidt presents slick en- 
tertainment that clicks with stub- 
holders. 

Dick Contino, the 18-year-old ac- 
cordionist, most widely publicized 
of the troupe, scores solidly, but is 
topped by Richard Melari. At 
show caught had to beg off after 
sock impreshes of Vaughn Mon- 
roe, Jolson, Ink Spots and Sinatra. 

Bill moves along at fast pace, 
spotting Harold Peck, who does 
neat turn of terping; Grant Wil- 
liams, tenor, clicking with “Yours 
Is My Heart Alone” and “Now Is 
the Hour.” Tiny Hutten clowns his 
way through “Too Fat Polka,” 
while the only femme discovery, 
Betty Curtis, warbles “I’m In the 
Mood for Love.” Jerry Rothaus 
does neat bit of drumming in the 
Jack Powell style, with some solid 
xylophone and vibe playing. 

Halyard Patterson displays tal- 
ent for both classical and boogie- 
woogie piano playing. Harold Parr, 
blind baritone from Omaha, scores 
with “I Still Get Jealous” and in- 
troduces only serious note of bill 
singing “Ave Maria.” Banjoist Pat 
Theriault, latest member of 
troupe, had a little trouble getting 
started, due to nervousness, but 
otherwise was okay. 

Orch takes over for several com- 
edy numbers, long a Heidt trade- 
mark. Most solid is “Toy Band” 
number, sidemen playing toy in- 
struments, with guitarist wowing 
as brass band cymbalist. Familiar 
triple-tongueing trumpeters_ spot- 
ted in “band building” finale. Pre- 
sided over by the easy-going Heidt, 
show adds up to sock entertain- 
ment, with everybody coercerned 
enjoying it. Elie. 


Hippedrome, Balto 
Baltimore, April 2. 
Marion Dawn, Don Henry Trio, 
Masters & Rollins, Clark Dennis, 
Jo Lombardi House Orch (12), 
“To the Ends of the Earth” (Col). 





Pleasing layout is a bit topheavy 
on warbling but nicely highlighted 
by strong interpolations of Masters 
and Rollins and the Don Henry 
Trio. Show opens with Jo Lom- 
bardi house orch on stage in snap- 
py overture with vocals by Marion 
Dawn, nice selling chirp from 
WFBR here, who does “Dicky 
Bird” and “Zing Go Strings of My 
Heart” to good returns. 

Henry trio of harmonica players 
provides a sock with extra-strong 
versions of “Now Is the Hour,” 
“Four Leaf Clover,” a comic im- 
pression of Spike Jones, and for a 
solid getaway, “Sabre Dance,” all 
sold for hefty returns. Masters & 
Rollins follow with practiced 
clowning, and knockabout routine. 
They’re in the groove from the tee- 





‘off and win plenty appreciation. 


Clark Dennis scores with vocals of 
a cowboy medley, 


Biz fair. 


“Ballerina,” | 


HOUSE REVIEWS 5&5 





Patie, 
Bill Robinson, Luba Malina, 
Emerald Sisters (2), Kitty Cover, 
Jeff Clark, Gene Raburn, Louis 
oo Orch; “Golden Earrings” 
(Par). : 





Ever since the Brandt circuit 
took name acts out of the Flatbush 
theatre, Brooklyn’s vaude fans 
have been deprived of Grade A 
variety. The Century circuit has 
taken steps to correct that situa- 
tion with the weekend vaude shows 
at the Patio theatre on an experi- 
mental basis. The shows for the 
remainder of the season are ex- 
pected to provide a criterion of 
the possibilities of live talent for 
this house. The initial batch of 
shows are expected to run four 
consecutive weekends, after which 
they’ll close down for the summer 
and resume in the fall. 


The initial layout represents top 
vaude fare. With three acts on the | 
layout, an emcee recruited from 
the disk-jockey ranks, and expert 
backing by Louis Basil, who ba- 
toned the shows at the Loew’s 
State, N. Y., the entertainment 
values are evident. 
ning shows similarly indicate that 





for any vaude bill. 


nice reception. 
Miss Malina, in the deuce, may 


natinees in over-the-river houses, 
but there’s no mistaking her abili- 
ties as an entertainer. Her num- | 
bers, well-suited to adult audi- 
ences, include “Chi-Chi Caste- 
nango,” “Nicolina” and ‘Audition 
For the Harem of the Shah,” all 
going over solidly for good returns. 


Robinson’s stories and terps 
also hit the applause jackpot. 
There’s hardly an audience in 
America that cannot be cut to size 
by this venerable terpster. 


Vaude shows at the Patio come 
as a result of an attempted disk- 
jockey show. After signing talent 
for this type layout, management 


Packed eve-| 





changed its mind and went into a 
straight vaude operation. 


Jeff Clark, along with WNEW plat- 
ter pilot Gene Raburn. Clark and 
Miss. Cover provided a pair of 
pleasant renditions, while Raburn. 
emceed in fairly orthodox fashion. 
He confined himself mainly to 
straight introes after story at- 
tempts didn’t come off too well. 


This 2,675-seater is, incidentally, 
a handsomely equipped house. 
Basil worked on a rising pit which 
has an elevated platform for sing- 
ers or instrumental soloists. Mae- 
stro dressed the proceedings neatly 
with a smart arrangement of “Car- 
avan.” The Arthur Fisher office 
has set Joey Adams, Tony Canzo- 
neri and Mark Plant as toppers of 
next week’s bill. Jose. 


Apeolie, N. Y. 

Duke Ellington Orch (13) with 

Johnny Hodges, Ray Nance, Kay 

Davis, Al Hibbler; Mantan More- 

land & Kitty Murray, George 

Kirby, Ralph Cooper, Peck & Peck; 
“Too Many Winners” (EL). 





Duke Ellington’s always solid 
orch is toplining current stanza at 
this colored vauder, sans_ the 
maestro, who was stricken ill 
Thursday (1) night while enroute 
from Washington and rushed to the 
hospital for emergency operation. 
The management solved _ the 
dilemma by having guest conduc- 
tors filling in Friday and Saturday. 
Despite absence of Ellington, there 
were no squawks from the patrons, 
and business seems geared for a 
terrif week. 

The band, comprising four 
rhythm, three reeds and four 
brasses, with William Streghorn, 
Ellington’s arranger, maestroing 
from piano, clicks with its reper- 
toire of swing and sweet. Teeing 
off with a sizzler opening, crew 
goes into hep version of “Frankie 
& Johnnie,” “Trumpet No End” and 
medley of their bestseller disks. 
Johnny Hodges, saxist, and Ray 
Nance, trumpeter, are alternately 
spotlighted in most of the num- 
bers. Al Hibbler, blind baritone, 
does a neat turn on ballads, while 
other band vocalist, Kay Davis, 
trills a couple of higher-register 
tunes to appreciation. 


For the | some taps together. 
first show, however, house used | house orchestra works on stage 
two singers, Kitty Coyer and With the bill. 


with hefty Kitty Murray, in prac- 
ticaily a reprise of the act he had 
done with Carter. He also gets a 
valuable assist from Ralph Cooper, 
brought in to emcee show, who 
Straights for the comic. Ensuing 
comedantics of the mixed team 
register high on the laugh meter. 
Peck and Peck, males, are also 
strong with their slow-motion fight 
bit and followup dancing for happy 
returns. Even more solid is 
George Kirby with his slick take- 
offs of Hollywood celebs (New 
Acts). Edba. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, April 4. 


Major Bowes Alumni unit, with 
Danny Drayson, 2 Martinis, Arthur 
Melli, June North & Co., Howard 


Frye, June Brady, Henry Mackross, 
Sam Jack Kaufmann House Orch; 
“Three Daring Daughters” (M-G). 

This is the second of the Bowes 
Alumni troupes to play this house. 
Lou Goldberg has assembled a 
pleasantly competent show with 
two good numbers and plenty of 
trimmings. 


Danny Drayson, who emcees the 





the b.o. potential is there as well.| show, gets the bulk of laughs with 

The three acts comprising Bill |5°™e fast patter and dance rou- 
Robinson, Luba Malina and the | tines built closely along the lines 
Emerald Sisters, are solid enough | °f the Will Mahoney stumble and 
The Emer-| fall dances. Terps are a combina- 
alds provide excellent warmup, | on of taps and buck and wing of 
with their comedy tumbling hitting | *€ “eccentric” type. 


Pushing him for top mitt action 
is June Brady, blond gal singer 


be a little too sophisticated for | Whose big number is “Dancing 


Cheek to Cheek” as it would be 
sung by Katharine Hepburn, Al 
Jolson, Vera Vague, Baby Snooks, 
and others. The impersonations 
win a fine hand. 

Hengy Mackross, a good bari- 
tone, does slick job on “Song of 
the Open Road” and “Figaro.” The 
Martinis are opener with so-so 
tapstering, followed by Arthur 
Melli, who pleases with sound ef- 
fects ranging from the barnyard 
routine to foghorn and a banjo. 


Bill. rounds out with Howard 
Frye, a good banjoist, who has 
been on the Major Bowes video 
show; and June North and her 
84-year-old grandfather, who do 
The Capitol 


Lowe. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, April 3. 
Phil Regan, Artie Dann, 4 Evans, 
Marvel & Co., Chris & Cal, Les 
Rhode House Orch; “Song of Love” 
(M-G). 





Current layout is one of the best 
in recent weeks, adding up steady 
palm-whacks from the payees. 

In Phil Regan it has one of the 
most satisfying topliners. The per- 
sonable Celt belts from his walkon, 
with “I Wish I Didn’t Love You 
So” through “Irish Lullaby,” the 
comedy lined “A-Feudin’ and 
A-Fightin’” and “Donegal.” Easy 
manner, plus assured delivery and 
charm, ring the. bell for Regan, 
with a begoff windup. 

Long-schnozzed Artie Dann takes 
full advantage of proboscis in his 
routines. Hard working gagster 
keeps punching for laughs and gets 
them. Lot of the stuff is fresh- 
sounding and the kidding of his 
long- breather adds to _ overail 


yock effect. 

Takeoffs on Durante (natch), 
Jolson and Jessel also get solid 
returns. 


Four Evans are faves here and 
rate it again with this engagement. 
Contrast in tapstering between the 
oldsters and the son and daughter 
scores neatly. Younger team clicks 
with clever cleat work and the 
joining of the quartet makes for a 
solid finish. 

Chris and Cal contrib some mus- 
cle control work and weight lift- 
ing that warms aud. Marvel ‘and 
Co. fill out novelty side of bill 
with comedy illusions and music 
for laughs and gasps. 

Les Rhode and house orch pro- 
vide solid backgrounding. Lary. 


Chi Bistro Robbed 


Chicago, April 6. 

Bandits held up the swank south- 
side bistro, Martinique, early yes- 
terday morning (5) and escaped 
with $2,500 and jewelry. 

Four gunmen entered the club 
just before closing and the time 
of arrival for a police squad to take 








Supporting bill is plenty solid, 
too. Mantan Moreland, making his 
first appearance here since the 





“st “Jealousy” and “Peg O’ My Heart.” |death of his former partner, Ben | 
Burm. 


Carter, is teamed for a one-shot | 


over receipts. A machine-gunner 
held members of Gay Claridge’s 


| band back as they stripped a $1,000 | 


ring from femme vocalist, Thelma 
Gracen. 





Unit Review 


lee Capades of 1943 
(PLA-: OR RINK, K. C.) 
Kansas City, April 2. 

“Ice Capades,”’ eighth edition 
presented by Ice Capades, Inc.; 
produced by John H. Harris; 
directed by Chester Hale; musical 
score, Jerome Mayhall and Fran 
Frey; M. C., Brian McDonald. 
Cast: Donna Atwood, Bobby 
Specht, Denise & Francine Benoit 
Patti Phillippi, Alan Konrad, Phil 
Taylor, Eric Waite, Forgie & Lar- 
|son, Nate & Edythe Walley, 
| Chuckie Stein, Jackson & Lynam, 
|Red McCarthy, Esco Larue with 
\Irwin & Setta, Mullen Twins & Ed 
|Raiche, Orrin Markus & Irma 
|'Thomas$, John Flanagan; Ice Ca- 
|Pets (60), Ice Cadets (27); $3.30 


| 


top. 
Topnotch ice extravaganza con- 
|tinues in its established vein of 
|eye-filling costumes, and settings 
and accomplished, youthful per- 
'formers. In addition it wraps up 
| quartet of solid standard acts and 
showmanly production routines 
throughout. Each edition of the 
show appears to be better than 
previous ones, and this one is no 
exception. Just where it come out 
atop is hard to say, but troupe 
seems to give a little extra all 
along the line. It’s big and color- 
ful, a smash spectacle by any 
standards of showmanship, and the 
patrons eat it up, as evidenced by 
the 4,800, near capacity of the 
Pla-Mor, who jammed the rink 
opening - night. 

Pattern of interweaving produc- 
tion numbers’ with specialties 
which has become formula with 
“Ice Capades” is followed once 
more, “Dutch Treat” number at 
close of first act copping the hon- 
ors for size, beauty and splash. 
Close behind for production scope 
and class is “Rhapsodie Royale” 
| with whole company in purple vel- 
vet and ermine, midway of the 
second act, and “Mexicana” num- 
ber closing the show. 


Ballet number, which leads off 
with the Ca-Pets and is travestized 
by the Ca-Dets, gets show off to 
nice start. “Mother Goose Ome- 
let” follows with fun for both 
kids and adults, bringing in some 
effective dialogue, a somewhat 
missing ingredient in these huge 
productions. “Curtain Time” 
serves to introduce Donna Atwood 
for a turn at her fancy acrobatie 
skating. Benoit sisters follow to 
make the most of a trim precision 
turn. “Rodeo Daze” production 
provides the setting for a flock of 
the show’s special talent, includ- 
ing Bobby Specht as the fancy 
skating cowboy; Patti Phillippi as 
pistol packin’ rhythm dancer; 
Forgie and Larson in their zippy 
badminton; and Trixie with her 























get fun out of a pair of swinging 
doors on a gay 90's’ saloon, and 
Nate and Edythe Walley make 
acrobatics their forte. | 


Eric Waite has his first in 

of comedy hamming up a class 
beginning dancers, and Red Me- 
Carthy has the rink entirely to 
himself for his ballet-jumping turn. 
Esco Larue comes out of the audi- 
ence to work out a comic-acro 
routine with Mary Irwin and Joe 
Setta, and first act winds with the 
entire company working out in the 
Dutch Treat number. 


Second half gets under way with 
a fancy skating turn by Alan Kon- 
rad, and midget Chuckie Stein and 
Nate Walley register in their by- 
now expected “One and a Half,” a 
me-and-my-shadow session. Spe- 
cialty roster during the second half 
also includes John Flanagan as a 
laughable cop; Phil Taylor, stilt- 
skating; Eric Waite as a tipsy 
comic; Irma Thomas and Orrin 
Markhus, the old-smoothies, in 
their waltz skating; Mullen Twins 
and Ed Raiche who run through 
intricate acrobatics at top sed} 
and Jackson and Lynam as rollick- 
ing Mexicomics. Interwoven with 
the “Rhapsodie” and “Mexicana” 
spectacles, second act winds the 
show solid. Quin. 





Crystal Palace, Ariz., 
Taking on ‘New Look’ 


Tombstone, Ariz., April 6. 

Crystal Palace Saloon—once th 
most rugged symbol of the 
West—is being readied for busi- 
ness again. 
Walter Lombardi, owner, = 
convert into a modern nightcl 
for reopening next month. ; 





area 
> ee 


ace juggling, Jackson and Lynam 




















oe 








Sst Nee a ere me 


. 
SEN 
ie. m 








LEGITIMATE—CONCERT 


Wednesday, April 7, 1943 





$20 
From Strawhat 


Rehearsal Pay Brings Beefs 


Ops; Other Briefs 





Five well-known summer stock+¢ 
managers have registered pro- 
tests with Equity over the new rule 
requiring rehearsal pay of $20 to 
actors appearing in the strawhat | 
spots. Union's council conceded 
that some other points seemed 
equitable but rejected the proposal 
or dropping the rehearsal pay. 
Strawhatters were asked, however, 
to furnish data during the coming 
season which may lead to revisions | 
for the summer of 1949. The pro- | 
testing managers are Richard Ald- | 
rich. Theron Bamberger, Melville 
Burke, William Miles and Guy 
Palmerton. 

The managers contend that sum- 
m:r stocks are small businesses 
even when they are successful, and } 
it’s necessary to pay lower sala- 
ries, also, that the new rules will 
“lead to endless chiseling and far | 
more complicated methods of nego- 
tiating than have prevailed in the 

ast.” 

Prit's claimed that in some in- 
stances the actor will actually get 
$1 less pay because of the re- 
hearsal pay rule. That could apply 
to jobbers who are actors engaged 
for one week by some strawhats. 
If engaged for the minimum of $50 
they would get $70, whereas ordi- 
narily they would get $3 per day 
subsistance money, or $71. Some 
strawhatters engage numerous job- 
bers during the summer, in addi- 
tion to the resident company of six. | 
Stated that one operator used 90 | 
different additional aetors, or job- 
bers, during the season and, if he, 
repeats this year, rehearsal-pay 
costs would add $1,800 to the sea- | 
son’s payroll. Thus, unless he cuts 
salaries he must shut down. 

A flock of actors in strawhats | 
command salaries considerably 
over the minimum, and stars get 
as much as $1,000, or more. It’s 
stated, however, that because of 
the $20 pay, $100 actors will be 
asked to accept $80, to equalize the 
payroll. Rehearsal pay applies only 
for the first week prior to opening 
for resident players and of course, 
the the same jobbers, some of 
whom are engaged for two or three | 
w "ks. 

* rawhatters suggested various 
sexes for such jobbers but their 
ideas.are held in abeyance, despite 
their insistence that the new rules 
do not really improve conditions 
for actors getting low pay. 











Pocono’s Lenger Seasen 
Mountainhome, Pa., April 6. 
Pocono Playhouse here, estab- 





iN. Y. showing of circus. 


former 


director, who is in charge of light- 
ing for Madison Square Garden, 


Arthur Lief, musical director of 
touring “Call Me Mister” who will 
handle baton in Texas this sunt- 
mer: Ralph L. Hunter, choral di- 
rector; Vonn Hamilton, choreog- 





rapher; and James C. Wicker, 
Vinton Freedley staffer, 
who will stage manage. Henry 
Wiese office handles casting for 
Dallas season. 





Jewel Steven Bankrupt 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., April 6. | 
Creditors in Saratoga Springs | 
have received notices from the} 
N. Y. Federal Court stating that/| 
Jewel Steven, who conducted a| 
summer theatre at the Spa during) 


judged bankrupt. 





‘Turtle’ Package 
Package of “The Voice of The | 


Turtle” is being offered to summer 


stock managers who are evidently | the belief of composer Vernon 


not avid about booking the three-| 
person play because of its mana- | 
gerial setup. 

Harry Clay Blaney has pur-| 
chased the “Turtle” stage rights | 
from the show’s producer, Alfred | 
de Liagre, Jr., for 1948 and °49 at | 
$5,000 per year and has advised 
stock operators the show is avail- 
able for variable rates, price de- 
pendent on the capacity of each 
rural theatre. Setting is supplied, 
it’s understood, fee covering roy- 
alty, actors salaries and a profit 
to Blaney. 


Hayes as ‘Alice 
At Olney Hayloft 


Olney, Md., April 6. 

Helen Hayes will soon play at 
the. nearby Olney theatre here, 
opening the strawhatter’s season 
May 28 with “Alice-Sit-by-the- 
Fire.” Miss Hayes will do the J. 
M. Barrie play only twice this 
summer, repeating at La Jolla, 
Cal. Her daughter, Mary Mac- 
Arthur, who played with her in 
“Alice” during last summer’s 
strawhat tour, will again support. 
Miss Hayes, who will do 11 per- 
formances here, is restricting her 





° 
Shows in Rehearsal 

“Rats of Nerway”—James Elliott 
and Carl Schruer. 

*“Sally” (revival)—Hunt Strom- 
berg, Jr. and William Berney. 

*“Sleepy Hollow” — Lorraine 
Lester. 

*“Hizh Button Shoes” (Road)— 
Monte Proser and Joseph Kipness. 

“To Tell You The Trath”’—New 
Stages. Rc 

“Sword By My Side” — Zionist 
Organi¢tion of America. 


*Musical 


Vernon Duke Sees 
Paris As OK Spot 
To Break In Shows 


Producers of Broadway musicals 








ithe summer of 1946, has been ad- who find themselves stymied by 


still spiraling production costs 
might save a pretty penny by try- 
ing out new scripts in Paris and 
other continental centers. That’s 


Duke, recently returned from a 


| year’s stay in the French capital. 


He pointed out in New York last 


week that the average cost of 
mounting a top Paris musical aver- 
ages between $25,000 and $30,000. 
With such a low figure for the 
initial outlay, Duke feels that the 
American entrepreneur could build 
his show around several American 
principals, hire an American ar- 
ranger and choreographer and fill 
out the balance of the cast with 
French performers. Musical would 
be able to play London as well as 
Paris before coming to the U. S. 
By presenting a revue in France, 
a tryout there would be fully as 
valuable as a test in New Haven 
or Boston and considerably cheap- 
er, he believes. 

Currently Paris’ four or five mu- 
sicals are doing “tremendous i- 
ness,” Duke declared, despite their 
uncanny resemblance to a 1922 
Broadway production. Books of the 
revues are quite dated and the 
music often is filled out with 
“badly digested American jazz.” 
Nevertheless, the French theatre 
has springboarded a number of 
performers into solid b.o. clicks in 
recent months, including the comic 
Bourvil, described as the Gallic 
Bobby Clark, as well as Luis Ma- 
riano, a matinee idol. 

While in Paris Duke saw his 
ballet, “Le Bal des Blanchisseuses” 











lished last season by Rowena 
S*evens, plans a longer season this 
eir, strawhat to open June 21 for 
2 weeks instead of last year’s 10. 
Nies. Stevens, as producer-man- 
ag-r, has already lined up her staff 
. to include Richard Bender, direc- 
tor; Charles Stilwell, designer, Ed- 
win Gardner, lighting, and Alvin 
Waleck, business manager. Setup 
wii be same as last season, with a 
resident company of Eqnity A play- 
ers supp'emented by visiting stars. 
Mrs. Stevens is now in N. Y. cast- 
ins for the group. Opening pro- 
diction is likely to be a tryout, 
wth Elissa Landi in a play Miss 
Landi wrote with Curtis Thomas, 
tentatively titled “After Aurora 
Sings.” 
Karlweis in Barn Tour 
Osear Karlweis, who originated 
the part of Willie Kringle in the 
Broadway production of A. B. 
Shiffrin’s “I Like It Here,” will re- 
sume it this summer for a strawhat 
tour in the comedy. 





‘Mirror’ Opens La Joila 
La Jolla, Cal., April 6. 

Actors’ Co. will open its second 
strawhat season here June 29 with 
the George Oppenheimer play, 
“ iirror, Mirror,” starring Sylvia 
S ey, and directed by Mel Fer- 
Se. 

“his year’s program calls for 
nine plays in nine weeks. 





Dallas N. Y. Staff Active 

Dallas, April 6. 
Starlight Operetta of Dailas, 
summertime operation of State 
Fair of Texas, is mulling establish- 

m >°t of New York headquarters. 
yw actively engaged in prepa- 
r: on for summer season at Dallas 
are Roger Gerry, formerly stage | 
d ecior of Billy Rose productions, | 
who directs Texas season; Peter 
Wolf, scenic designer who did sets 
for “Sweethearts” and “Linden 
Tree’; Douglas Morris, technical 


summer activities to prepare for 
her appearance in Marcel Achard’s 
‘Aupres de ma Blonde,” which the 
Theatre Guild will present, in S. 
N. Behrman’s adaptation. 


Olney will present a 15-week 
season under management of Rich- 
ard Skinner, who is also co-pro- 
ducer with Redge Allen and Eve- 
lyn Freyman of the strawhat. Harry 
Ellerbe will stage the first five 
weekly shows. S. Syrjala will be 
the designer. Theatre is being com- 
pletely rebuilt for this season. 
Seating is being increased from 
400 to 600; floor (at present flat) 
is being raised; stage is being re- 
constructed, with 35 feet of space 
on either side for wagon-stages to 
be rolled on, and air-cooling sys- 
tem being put in. 


Play Royalties Set 

Play royalties for stock engage- 
ments for the coming season were 
revised yesterday (Tues.) by the 
Dramatists Guild council. As es- 
tablished last winter, flat fees 
formerly paid by each theatre for 
a week’s engagement now become 
= advance payment against royal- 
ies. 

When the week’s gross is under 
$9,000, the royalty is 4%. If the 
gross is between $9,000 and $15,000 
the rate is 5% from the first dol- 
lar, and if the gross is over $15,000 
the rate is 6% from the first dollar. 
All the above are strictly min- 
imums and apply only to previously 
produced plays. For new plays, the 
theatre and author (or agent) may 
— any mutually satisfactory 

eal, 








Derby, N. Y¥. Bows June 15 

Buffalo, April 6. 
The Lake Shore playhouse, 
Derby, N. Y., on the shore of Lake 
Erie about 15 miles south of here, 
will open June 15 for a 12-week 
stock season. John J. Dee, direc- 
tor, and Lewis T. Fisher, producer, 
will recruit the company in New 
York late this month. 





(“The Washerwomen’s Ball”), pro- 
duced at the Theatre des Champs 
Elysees on Dec. 19, 1946, and last 
year attempted to arrange produc- 
tion of his operetta, “En Valsant.” 
Fact that he’s not a French citi- 
zen and hence not ertitled to a 
government subsidy reportedly was 
one of the reasons advanced why 
French producers were cautious in 
proceeding with the venture. 

Now that he’s back in New York, 
Duke expects to remain in the 
U. S. for at least a year before 
returning to France. While here 
he’s planning to do a new ballet 
with George Balanchine and will 
also handle musical scores on sev- 
eral films for an indie New York 
producer. 


Current Loudon Shows 


London, April 6. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (23). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (44). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (50). 
“Bolton’s Revue,” St. Jas. (4). 
“Burlesque,” Garrick (6). 
“Carissima,” Palace (4). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (32). 
“Dark Eyes,” Strand (2). 
“Diamond Lil,” Wales (11). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (45). 
“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (4). 
“Happiest Years,” Apollo (2). 
“Hidden Years,” Fortune (11). 
“I Remember Mama,” Ald. (5). 
“Indiff. Shepherd,” Crit. (9). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (44). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (34). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (10). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wyn. (27). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (45). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (49). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (49). 
Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (51). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (10). 
“Rocket to Moon,” St. Mart (3). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (21). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (42). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (26). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (49). 








1006 Deficit Is Seen for Lewisohn 
Concerts But Prices Are Cut Anyway 





Diplomat Would Work 
For Free for ANTA 


A letter received recently at the 
American National Theatre & 
Academy office in New York, from 
Roy E. B. Bower, U. S. consul gen- 
eral in India, offered the sugges- 
tion that he would.work for ANTA 
full time, without salary, as soon 
as he gets his anticipated medical 
discharge from Government serv- 
ice. Postmarked the U. S. con- 
sulate in Madras, the letter ex- 
plained that Bower had read of 
ANTA in theatrical papers. 

Explaining that he has contracted 
tropical disease, which requires 
him to live in a temperate climate 
henceforth, which will seriously 
limit his activity, Bower wrote that 
he will have a small pension from 
the Government and that he hopes 
to live in N. Y. permanently and 
take any unpaid job, no matter how 
minor, with ANTA. 


Menotti Set For 
Three-Way Sked 


Composer-playwright Gian-Carlo 
Menotti returned last weekend to 
N. Y. from a quickie trip to the 
Coast where he took the first draft 
of an original script, “The Happy 
Ending,” to show Metro officials. 


Script was satisfactory to Metro, 
and Menotti will work on same 
while abroad. He’s sailing to Lon- 
don April 14 for a month, and on 
his return will go to the Coast to 
cast and arrange shooting for his 
pic. He has an -unusual contract 
for a Coast newcomer, permitting | 
him to cast and direct his own 
works. 

Menotti returned to put finishing 
touches on his two comic operas, 
“Amelia Goes to the Ball” and 
“The Old Maid and the Thief,” 
which he is also staging, and which 
will be presented at City Center, 
N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.). Euro- 
pean trip is in connection with the 
staging of his two Broadway suc- 
cesses of last season, “The Me- 
dium” and “The Telephone,” in 
Londen. Opening there is uncer- 
tain because a theatre is unavail- 
able, but it’s believed to be in 
about a month’s time. Emile Lit- 
tler is producing. There’s possi- 
bility of John Gielgud restaging 
“The Telephone,” with Menotti 
handling “Medium” chores. Same 
principals who sang in New York 
will appear in London with excep- 
tion of Frank Rogier. Marie 
Powers, who scored in the name 
role in “The Medium” on Broad- 
way, is making her City Center 
debut tomorrow in “The Old 
Maid.” 

Straight play by Menotti, “A 
Copy of Madame Aupic,” which 
was tried out in a Connecticut 
strawhat last summer, will be 
staged in London this season by 
Linnit & Dunfee, in association 
with Richard Davis. Latter bought 
the U. S. rights, then got into a 
tangle with the author, wanting 
extensive third-act revisions which 
Menotti refused to do. Compromise 
was made with the decision to 
stage the original version in Lon- 
don, and if it goes over, to bring 
it to N. Y. in that form. 








INDIAN DRAMA PAGEANT 

Raleigh, April 6. 
Plans for summer presentation 
at Cherokee, N. C., of a drama de- 
picting the life of the Cherokee 
Indians and é¢arly settlers in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park region, are nearer realization. 
The Cherokee community, which 
had been assigned to raising a 
fourth of the $65,000 seen neces-| 
sary to build an amphitheatre and 
stage the drama the first season, 
reports that the amount had been 

fully pledged. 





Theatre '48’s 10G Black 

Dalias, April 6. 
That Theatre 48 will end the 
season with about $10,000 cash on 
hand is reported by Manning 
Gurian, business manager. This 
sum represents an average profit 
of $500 weekly for the 20 weeks 

of operation. : 





+ ae the Lewisohn Stadium 


Y.) concerts Manag 
places its 1948 budget at $272 
with an estimated deficit of $109. 
000, management has reduce, 
some of its prices. Reserved sec. 
tion drops from $2.40 to $2 
unreserved field seats will be $1 40 
all the time (last year they were 
90c regular and $1.80 for solo 
nights). Table $2.40 price, and the 
30c-60c stands’ admissions remain 
same as last year. Feeling is that 
the higher-priced sections, which 
didn’t sell well enough last sum. 
mer exeept on occasional high- 
spotted nights, will do better and 
cut the estimated deficit. Last 
year’s deficit was under $50,000. 


Season (the 31st) Opens June 14 
to run for tight’ weeks, five nights 
a week. Fritz Reiner will conduct 
first two weeks, with Pierre Mon- 
teux, Alexander Smallens, Dimitri 
Mitropoulos, Jose Iturbi listed, 
Batonists will also include Paul 
Lavalle and Alfredo Antonini, from 
radio; Max Goberman, on ballet, as 
well as specialists Sigmund Rom- 
berg and Robert Stolz. Hazel Scott 
and the First Piano Quartet will 
be among the soloists, who include 
Iturbi, Mischa Elman, Nathan Mil- 
stein, Claudio Arrau, Isaac Stern, 
Maggie Teyte, Jan Peerce, Eleanor 
Staber and others. Maria Jeritza 
and Mario Berini will sing in a 
Viennese Night program. A con- 
cert version of the opera, “La 
Tosca,” is billed, as well as two 
evenings of Ballet Theatre. Smal- 
lens will again baton for the all- 
Gershwin program. 


Max Allentuck partied Mildred 
(Goldie) Stanton, Mike Myer- 
berg’s general manager, who is 
marrying E. R. Clough this week 
in N. Y. Party took place at the 
Piccadilly hotel (N.Y.) drugstore at 
noon, around the counter, with 
hats and favors, a wedding cake 


and- a phonograph blaring the 
Wedding March. 

Annual board meeting of the 
American National Theatre and 
Academy will be May 10 at the 
Maxine Elliott, N. Y., to be fol- 
lowed by a dinner. ANTA named 
a new projects committee consist- 
ing of Fred Stewart, Arnold Sund- 
gaard and Ezra Stone to pass on all 
suggested new activities for the 
organization and make recommen- 
dations .. . John Effratt and Rich- 
ard Beckhardt have compiled and 
edited an ANTA book on strawhat 
mie which will probably sell 
or $1. 


The Joshua Logans (Nedda 
Harrigan) are due back from Italy 
in two or three weeks. The di- 
rector is looking for a story to 
adapt (as he and Thomas Heggen 
did with the latter’s “Mr. Rob- 
erts”), but may find something to 
stage among the scripts he took 
with him. .. . Mignon and Robert 
McLaughlin, whose “Scenic Route” 
was under option to Herman Shum- 
lin and Otto Preminger, are work- 
ing on a new script at their place 
on Long isiand. 

Milton Baron will have an au- 
dition Monday night (12) at the 
Savoy-Plaza ballroom suite, N.Y. 
of his musical production of 
George M. Cohan’s “45 Minutes 
from Broadway,” with Mary Jane 
Walsh and Lee Sullivan singing 
the six unpublished Cohan songs to 
be in the show....Margaret Web- 
ster last week auditioned 16 young 
applicants for the Old Vic acting 
school in London. As last year, six 
will be selected on the basis of her 
reports....Keenan Wynn, Frank- 
lin Pangborn and Lionel Stander 
reported looking for a comedy in 
which they could co-star for @ 
strawhat tour this summer. 


e 


Sartre ‘Sales’ Paris Hit 
Paris, April 6. 
Jean-Paul Sartre’s new drama, 
“Mains Sales,” is a hit at the Thea- 
tre Antoine. Play has been SRO 

















since its opening under Simone 
Berriau’s auspices. 

| Play’s theme of internal strife 
‘in political parties, as well as its 
| human interest, make the piece a 
natural for both Broadway and 
Hollywood production. 
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Conjecture on Pulitzer Prize Winner |: 


im a Surprise; 





Naming of “A Streetcar Named + 
Desire” by the N.Y. Critics Circle 


to be in the running, “Mr. 
“Command Deci- 

» It was fairly wellknown 
“ithin the Circle that “Streetcar” 
would win but not by the shoo-in 
score of 17 to 4. Last week’s 
Vanity, published on the morn- 

(31) of the day the award was 
made, indicated the winner. 

Broadway buzzed over the win, 
and bets «Bs made that the Pul- 
itzer prize, due around the first of 
May, would fall to a show other 
than “Streetcar” (Barrymore). Dis- 
cussions were based on the fact 
that the Pulitzer judges rarely 
make the same choice as the crit- 
ics, although they were in agree- 

several years ago on “The 
Time ef Your Life.” “Roberts” 
(Alvin) is believed to have an edge 
on the basis of its showing a few 
days previous, when the Antoin- 
ette Perry citations were made, at 
which time “Streetcar” was all but 
ignored. 

It’s pointed out that the judges 
for the Perry “Tonys” are quite a 
different set than the critics or the 
Pulitzers. The critics selection was 
a first-time win for Irene Selznick 
as a manager though it was a sec- 
ond laurel for the author, Tennes- 

Williams, whose “The Glass 
enagerie,” 1945, also won. It was 
ewise a second-timer for Elia 
azan, its stager. He won last 

year for directing “All My Sons.” 
‘Roberts” got but two votes; there 
was one for “Decision” (Fulton) 
and one critic voted for “Medea.” 


Discussions, too, were over the 
relative boxoffice value of the Pul- 
itzer award and that of the critics, 
the former being more highly re- 
garded. Reason. being that the 
critics’ sphere of influence is prin- 
cipally in New York. Last year 
business for “Sons” spurted when 
cited by the reviewers and was 
doubtless a factor that helped the 
drama span the summer, yet when 
the show went to the road it was 
called back after two weeks in Chi- 
cago. A showman with a hit on 
Broadway, who is quite familiar in 
Coast film circles, expressed the 
Opinion that the Pulitzer prize for 
plays is comparable to the Acad- 
emy awards for films. It’s esti- 
mated that the latter citation to 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” for in- 
stance, should add a million to its 
gross. 

“The Winslow Boy” (Empire) 
was named the best of the season’s 
plays of foreign authorship, win- 
ning over “The Respectful Prosti- 
tute,” 10 to 5. Three votes, went 
to “The Old Lady Says No” and 
two for “Where Stars Walk,” a 
age of flops offered by the Dub- 

Gate players, while one vote 
was cast for “Galileo,” an experi- 
mental play. 

Observed that monetarily the 
critics’ award meant nothing to 
either “Streetcar” or “Roberts.” 

have been selling out with 
the limit of standees allowed ever 
since their respective openings. 


PLAY FOR ZIONIST CAUSE 
FOLLOWS PRO SETUP 


‘ Although slated for one per- 
ee. a drama, “Sword By My 
ide,” which will be presented at 
Farnegie Hall, N. Y., next Sunday 
neg is being produced along regu- 
professional legit lines, under 
auspices of the Zionist Organiza- 
aie America. Attraction will 
atin aid of the organization’s Pal- 
€ cause and will probably be 
rc. Subsequent performances in 
. ef and other cities. Play, orig- 
ly written in Hebrew by Max 
Weig, will be done in English. 
tr ast was given regulation con- 
acts, Equity members being de- 
Bed for the performance. ft no 
ary uent sho are given im- 
ately after Sunday, the actors 
he be paid two weeks’ salary. All 
under the Equity minimum of 
on eekly and, in addition, have 
Wook Setting $25 rehearsal pay per 


“Sword” has a unio 
M press agent 
= Company manager but is being 





Blames T-H ‘Defect’ 
For D.C. Suit Nix 
Washington, April 6. 


Suit of the Children’s Museum 
of Washington against Local 22, 


ding, is dead, John H. Dorsey, at- 
torney for the Museum, admitted 
Sunday (4). He blamed this on a 
defect in the Taft-Hartley Act. 


The Museum, which puts on 
children’s plays, filed against IA 
with the Regional National Labor 
Relations Board last November. It 
was alleged that IA demanded 
more stagehands than were re- 
quired to move the limited amount 
of scenery used in the children’s 
plays. 

Dorsey threw up his hands after 
Robert Denham, general counsel 
for NLRB, dismissed the Museum's 
charges. Dorsey said the law was 
defective in that it gave the NLRB 
attorney the final decision on 
whether a complaint should be is- 
sued and a hearing conducted. 


Big Actor Push 
Against T-H Law 


Though labor unions as such are 
legally forbidden to contribute to 
election funds or campaigning, in- 
dications are that many actors as 
individuals will participate in the 
coming election. Their main fight 
would be to eliminate from Con- 


gress proponents of the Taft-Hart- 
ley law. Latter prohibits labor un- 
ions from contributing to election 
funds. 


Under the Taft-Hartley law no 
paper or magazine published 
through union funds can tell its 
members which legislators voted 
for or against the laber curb law, 
nor may any union publication 
campaign against candidates for 
Federal office. Those provisions 
are being tested in the courts how- 
ever. 


The AFL has set up “Labor’s 
League for Political Education,” 
to circumvent certain objected- 
to provisions, It appears that 
the League can enter the 
campaign whereas unions are 
forbidden to do so. AFL execs have 
been reported as suggesting that 
members of all affiliates, as indi- 
viduals, make voluntary contribu- 
tions of $1 each to support the 
League. Financing machinery of 
the League has not yet been set 
up, and contributions from Equity 
and its chorus branch will be sug- 
gested later. 

Equity has published the fact 
that the records of legislators who 
voted for and against Taft-Hartley 
law appeared in the dailies last 
June 21 and 24. According to a 
pamphlet gotten out for the 
League and sent to affiliated un- 
ions, “it would appear perfectly 
lawful to use labor union funds 
for the purpose of a drive to get 
union members and others to reg- 
ister, so they may vote, as long 
as the registration drive is not tied 
up with the advocacy of any spe- 
cific candidacy or support of a 
political party”. 


On Stage Maps Tour 


On Stage, the semi-pro legit 
group that formerly used the 
Cherry Lane theatre, Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., is trying to work 
out a summer tour of small towns 
in northern New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania and lower New York and 
Connecticut. However, the outfit 
may not be able to get going until 
fall. 

The idea would be to travel by 
bus, with a company of 20, giving 
three-to-five performances a week 
in auditoriums, schools, etc., and 
booking through chambers of com- 
merce, women’s clubs and such 
local organizations. Members of 
the company would be on a co- 
operative basis. Robert Ramsey 
heads the outfit, and Ben Norman 
directs the shows. ; 

The Cherry Lane has_ been 
acquired by another semi-pro 








troupe, the N. Y. Repertory is 





Ported by subscri tions from 
the organizations members. 


headed by Robert Ely. 
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Pinza in Straight 
Ezio Pinza has inked with pro- 
ducer Edwin Lester to appear on 
dway next season in a roman- 
tic comedy, “Mr. Ambassador.” 
The Met Opera basso, making 
his first try at legit, won’t desert 
opera, however. Following his 
screen work this summer in “Babes 
in Toyland” (UA), he’ll sing with 
the San Francisco Opera Assn. in 
the fall, do a brief concert tour, 
and make a few appearances at 
the N. Y. Met. Plans are to start 
rehearsing in the play in Decem- 
r. 


IATSE, on charges of featherbed- | be 





Margalo Gillmore Gcts 
British Labor OK For 
‘Sons’ After Alien Delay 


Margalo Gillmore sailed for Lon- 
don last Friday (2) on the Maure- 
tania to appear in “All My Sons,” 
to be presented by Beaumont & 
Tennent over there, her departure 
being delayed from the previous 
week because the British Ministry 
of Labor hesitated in granting her 
a permit. Understood that the per- 
mit was held up because of British 
Equity’s contention that an Eng- 
lish actress could play the part. 
Miss Gillmore was upset about this, 
especially since her father, the 
late Frank Gillmore, who headed 
Equity here, was instrumental in 
forming the English legit actors 
association. 

A somewhat similar situation 
arose over here this season when 
Wendy Hiller was selected for “The 
Heiress.” Jed Harris, who staged 
the drama and is associated with 
Fred Finklehoffe in its presenta- 
‘tion, insisted the play would not 
be done without the English 
actress, and so the objection was 
withdrawn. “Heiress,” a big click 
at the Biltmore, N.Y., has Basil 
Rathbone co-starred. 

Equity’s alien-actor rules do not 
require permits for such players 
but visitors must have contracts 
prior to arrival for American 
engagements, unless coming here 
under the quota. Rules allew all- 
British companies coming ovér as 
a unit but if one American player 
joins the cast all are required to 
join Equity, as in the case of the 
current “Macbeth” (National). The 
leads (Michael Redgrave and Flora 
Robson) and .several others were 
imported from England. Aliens 
who come under visitors’ visas are 
not permitted to appear. 

Miss Gillmore is the only Amer- 
ican actress engaged for the Brit- 
ish “Sons.” Picture version of the 
drama is being shown over here 
but is not expected to be released 
in Engiand for some time. Play, 
which started rehearsing Monday 
(5), is due to open at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, a London suburb, 
May 10. 

Miss Hiller is reported having 
decided to withdraw from “Heir- 
ess” at the end of May, after dif- 
ferences with Harris. A replace- 
ment is being mulled. 


STEWART-BROWN-FAY 
SNARE 776 IN ‘HARVEY’ 


Three companies of “Harvey,” 
one on Broadway and two out of 
town, grossed a total of $77,400 
last week. Outstanding is the 
N. Y. company, which has James 
Stewart starring for the second 
time. 


When he first joined the N. Y. 
cast last summer, cops were as- 
signed outside the 48th Street to 
handle film fans attracted by Stew- 
art. Business was capacity. Last 
week when the Coast star re- 
entered the cast, police were again 
in evidence at all performances, 
and the gross bounced back to ca- 
pacity, around $18,800 (there was 
a slight scale revision last season). 
Stewart is due back in Hollywood 
at the end of the month for a pic- 
ture but plans returning to “Har- 
vey” upon its’ completion, mean- 
time, another Coast star is due to 
take over. 

The “Harvey” company headed 
by Joe E. Brown played two days 
in Wichita and four days in Dallas 
last week, gross on the week being 
around $32,000. Frank Fay opened 





1%, Pay Increase Agreed On by 
And Mgrs., but Other Snags Delay Pact 


IA 





Porterfield Turns Down 


Chance for Congress 
Abingdon, Va., April 6. 

Robert Porterfield, who operates 

the Barter theatre here, has turned 


* Broadway managers and the 


stagehands union completed nego- 
tiations for a wage tilt last week, 
and only a balk by the deckhands 
over other provisions will hold up 
signaturing of a new basic agree- 
ment. 





down an offer of the Democratic 


ing last week at Richmond, sought 
the ex-actor’s permission to put his 
name on the slate for the fail 
elections. 

Porterfield explained that he felt 
he was better suited to the theatre 
than politics. 


Lissner Taking 
Natl Legits? 


With the National theatre, Wash- 
ington, apparently slated to be- 
come a film house next season 
rather than abandon its racial 
segregation policy, the Lissner 
auditorium of George Washington 
Univ. there has several dates that 
would otherwise go to the National 
already tentatively set. J. G. Frain, 
of the Washington Arts Assn., is 
doing the actual booking. 

Three shows, each slated for a 
week’s run, will be touring produc- 
tions of the Barter Theatre, from 
Abingdon, Va. Three others will 
be selected by the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy, in New 
York. Two-will probably be twin 
productions starring Charles 
Laughton, one Bertold Brecht’s 
“Galileo,” in which the actor ap- 
peared on the Coast last season 
and on Broadway for the Experi- 
mental Theatre, and the other a 
revival of “Measure for Measure.” 
Laughton is slated to tour in the 
two productions in repertory, play- 
ing mostly university theatres. The 
actor is due from the Coast in 
about two weeks to discuss plans. 

The other ANTA-booked show 
may be “Skipper Next to God,” on 
the off-chance that John Garfield 
may be available to tour in it. If 
Garfield isn’t available, some other 
production will be selected. 

Meanwhile, on the slight possi- 
bility that Marcus Heiman may re- 
verse his policy and end racial 
segregation at the National, several 
Broadway managers are booking 
tentative dates for their touring 
shows for next season, but also re- 
serving the same dates at houses 
in non-discriminating towns. Thus, 
they're covering themselves both 
ways. 


ATAM SETS $50 FEE 
FOR TV LEGIT STAFFS 


Fees of $50 each for the com- 
pany manager, house manager and 
pressagent of all legit shows done 
on television have been set by the 
Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers. They will apply not 
only for legit performances (or 
portions thereof) televised, but 
also to plays on which background 
material is telecast and whose 
stars are thus used. 


The ATAM ruling adds another 
$150 to the budget for Martin 
Gosch’s “Tonight on Broadway” 
series which preemed last night 
(Tues.) for American Tobacco, and 
other video shows using legit. 
However, the figure may be in- 
creased or (less probable) reduced 
later, as ATAM set it on a tempo- 
rary basis. The pressagents unit of 
ATAM voted to devote its $50 
weekly fees to the unemployment 
fund, and the company and house 
managers decided to use half of 
their shares to the same purpose. 











N.O. House Renovating 

New Orleans, April 6. 
Poche theatre, formerly the Star, 
which previously played burlesque, 
recently closed for renovating, 
season ending with Joe E. Brown 
in. “Harvey.” House will be 
equipped with air conditioning and, 
together with other interior new 
equipment, it’s estimated the cost 
of replenishing the house will ex- 
ceed $200,000. 








in the play in Philadelphia last 
week and drew $26,500, a great 
gross at the Locust theatre, where 
it is booked for another six weeks. 





Major bookings for the Poche 
next season include “Oklahoma,” 


“Carousel” and “Man and Super- 


man,” 


At last week’s sessions between 


nomination as Congressman from|the factions there were several 
this district. Party officials, meet-| heated differences after the mana- 


| gers conceded a 7% pay increase. 
|One showman is reported to have 

declared that if the new provisions 
|were not acceptable, he’d like. to 
|see the union strike. He didn’t 
|eare, he said, whether the theatres 
| would close until the fall or not. 


Principal issue was over dismis- 
|sal notices given 15 stagehands 
| during the winter, the men staying 
jon the job pending the negotia- 
|tions. Managers insist they have 
jthe right to change the comple- 
|}ment of the crews, as set forth in 
the present contract, but the union 
takes the stand that dismissals 
should be made only for cause 
such as drunkenness or incompe- 
tency. Managers contend that such 
a view is tantamount to the men 
virtually holding their jobs a life- 
time. 

Actually only 12 stagehands are 
involved, the stance of three oth- 
ers to be abandoned. Latter are 
assistant electrician and assistant 
props in one instance (Music Box), 
jand an assistant electrician in an- 
other (Ziegfeld). Those jobs were 
created by previous owners of the 
theatres but are now claimed to be 
unnecessary employment. Some 
weeks ago the number of deck- 
hands given notices was reported 
at over 25 but around 10 were 
withdrawn. 

Increases granted to department 
heads (stage carpenter, electrician 
and propertymen) will raise their 
pay from $112 to $120. Key aides 
such as flymen, portable board and 
chief light operators will get $99, 
| while grips and clearers will re- 
|ceive $80 weekly, a boost in the 
yg classification from around 

To clarify certain rules that have 
caused friction for years, a joint 
committee of three deckhands and 
three managers will be appointed, 
and if they cannot agree a seventh 
member mutually agreeable to 
both sides will be added. 

Managers also granted a pay in- 
crease to theatre engineers, who 
will now get $90 as against the 
previous rate of $84. 


GOLDEN, EDDIE DOWLING 
HEAD DRAMA WORKSHOP 


Ambitious summer’ dramatic 
workshop, with John Golden and 
Eddie Dowling heading the list of 
Broadwayites who will work on the 
project, tees off June 21 at Adelphi 
College, Garden City, L. I. Six- 
week course is designed for young 
professional actors, as well as in- 


termediate and advanced legit 
students. 


Golden is slated to rehearse and 
and produce several plays on the 
college campus with Equity actors. 
Comics Willie Howard and Mil- 
ton Berle are also to take part in 
the drama course, which is headed 
up by John Thompson of the 
Adelphi faculty. Burton Rascoe, 
former drama critic of the N. Y. 
World-Telegram, is to head up the 
creative writing workshop in as- 
sociation with Adelphi’s Woodrow 
Howard Lawn. Also participating 
will be novelists Thomas B. Cos- 
tain and Louis Paul. 


Music workshop, under the 
supervision of Adelphi’s Lawrence 
Rasmussen, will have as teachers 
Rise Stevens, Metopera soprano; 
composer Paul Creston, band con- 
ductor Dr. Edwin Franko Goldman, 
and Metopera stage director Dr. 
Herbert Graf, among others. 
Long list of professional radioites 
heads the radio and television de- 
partments. Included among these 
are Edward C. Cole, tele professor 
at the Yale Drama school; NBC 
public affairs manager Sterling 
Fisher; Earle McGill, CBS writer- 
director and national prez of the 
Radio Directors Guild; CBS writer- 
producer -director Robert Louis 
Shayon; indie package producer 
Wynn Wright, and ABC eastern 














+program manager Charles Harrell. 


Worksho 
Victor E. 


is to be directed by 
acoby. 
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films as slowing foreign currency 
restrictions and helps all amuse- 
ments by boosting industry-at- 
large. 

Films, sparked by the Anglo- 
American tax settlement and hefty 
Easter week b.o. returns, leads the 
pack with industry biggies feeling 
“happy-days-are-here-again.” Legit 
also came up with trim b.o. figures 
for Holy week and shares pix senti- 
ments that the outlook is improv- 
ing. Nitery business is now in a 
spurt. and bands are more solidly 
booked then usual for summer 
engagements. Radio, uncertain of 


television’s future and hampered 
by shopping of ad agencies for 
cheaper packages, still shows no 
signs of translating the better eco- 
nomic scene into heavier billings. 


Pix B.O. Spurt Cues Turn 


Of Tide After 8 Months 


After eight glum months, the 
fortnight has seen a new atti- 
ard permeating through pic pro- 
duction, distribution and exhibition 
staffs—and, best of all, through the 
customers at the b.o., too. Sur- 
prise spurt at the nation’s box- 
offices -during Holy week and 
Easter week, coming on the heels 
of the British tax settlement, have 
apparently served to break the 
downbeat spell. 
Apparently at an end—for the 
moment, at least—are the succes- 





Radio’s Stance 


It’s still a case of wait-and- 
see how the economic patterns 
shape themselves as far as 
radio bankrollers are con- 
cerned. Recent axing of top- 
budgeted shows, such as Fan- 
nie Brice, et al., in favor of 
less expensive packages sup- 
ports the evidence that net- 
work program bankrollers con- 
tinue to share a view-with- 
alarm attitude toward the 
future. 


Factor, too, is the expansion 
of television. Sponsors want 
to know how immediate will 
be video’s impact on the stand- 
erd broadcasting picture and 
are holding off on future com- 
mitments, 





sion of foreign restrictions on 
films, the curdling of domestic re- 
ceipts, economy moves, Congres- 
sional attacks and labor troubles. 


k 
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promise of a return to the boom 
days of °46. 

Tax Peace the Turning Point 
ment as the dollars it promises 
from England. . 

In reality, of course, any joy 
over the pact is the result of. false 
thinking, since the industry has 
never actually felt any loss yet 
from the British market. All the 
new agreement promises is that 
Yank companies wili receive per- 
haps 40% or 50% of what they got 
out of England last year—which is 
hardly a reason for applause. 

Main thing that came, however, 
from the tax settlement, was a 
feeling that “now we know where 
we're going.” Before, there was 
an uncertainty that brought on an 
atmosphere of insecurity and fear. 
With the field clearing ahead, 
there’s a growing self-confidence. 


Natural Enthusiasm 


Not to be discounted, either; in 
explaining. the “new look” is the 
natural effervescence of the peo- 
ple in show business. It’s the same 
enthusiasm that makes them suc- 
cessful in pictures or the theatre 
or radio that keeps them from long 
being bogged in a state of depres- 
sion. Part of it is certainly just 
the cure of time. 


Fillip that was needed to give 
substance to the feeling that hap- 
pier-days-are-ahead came at the 
b.o. during the past few weeks. 
Holy week, traditionally bad, and 
Easter week, traditionally good, 
both ran about 10% above the 
same weeks last year. That still 
leaves theatre biz for the first 13 
weeks of 1948 down about 10% 
from 1947, but it is certainly en- 
couraging. Especially in light of 
stronger product ahead. Current 
week may be the telltale. Some 
film men are of the opinion that 
the strong grosses were at least 
in part merely a reaction to the 
good weather after the severe win- 
ter just past. 


Broadway Outlook 
For Legit Strong 


Business outlook for Broadway 
legit through the spring is becom- 
ing more and more favorable, fol- 
lowing the upturn of the past two 
weeks. One factor adding to the 
optimism is the reduction of in- 
come taxes by Congress last week. 
Showmen seem to feel that with 
the tax decrease theatregoers will 
be more inclined towards spend- 
ing for amusements. There will be 
an automatic, virtual increase in 
salaries starting May 1 and while 
the added amounts may not be 
large, the average playgoer will 





Result is a feeling that “now we’ve 
reached the bottom of the pit and 
the only way we can go is up.” 
Among those happiest at the new 
complexion on the industry are 
exhibitors. They’ve felt, as evi- 
denced by the public relations 
campaign now getting under way 
by the Theatre Owners of America, 
that the tales of industry hardship, 
pouring out of Hollywood in a 
tearful stream since the British 
tax hit last August, have created 





Band Prospects Up 

In the popular music field, 
the band business supplies the 

_ clearest note of optimism. 
Bookings set so far for the 
usually good summer season 
denotes a period as good, or 
better than recent years. All 
standard bookings are reopen- 
ing, with a few fresh dates 
here and there. (Detailed 
Story on page 45.) 

Sheet and record sales have 
been dipping in recent weeks, 
a condition, however, that was 
normal prewar at this time of 
the year. Each spring brought 
an offbeat and a fall recovery. 





an idea that nothing but quickies 
were to be produced in the future. 


Unfortunately, one of the things 
that has brought on the feeling 
that happier days are ahead busi- 
ness-wise, is the cloud of war. With 
munitions and aircraft plants start- 

Settlement of the British tax 
was the turning point in casting off 
of the sackcloth in favor of the 
“new look.” That’s considered in 
many quarters as important a re- 


sult of the Anglo-U. S. films agree- | 


ing up again and the threatened 
draft absorbing youths from the 
labor pool, there’s unhappily an 
assurance of continued full em- 
ployment and high wages, with a 


| erts” 


obviously have more money to 
spend. Only disappointment was 
the failure to cut down admission 
taxes. 


Managers were surprised at the 
goodly grosses of a majority of at- 
tractions during Holy Week, but 
they were particularly pleased 
over further increases last week. 
They did not anticipate the the- 
atre surge during the days imme- 
diately after Easter, but the week 
ending last Saturday (3) saw upped 
takings at nearly all shows. Those 
attractions which did not spurt 
previously picked up materially, 
while stayers closely approached 
winter money levels. 


“Allegro” (Majestic) grossed 
close to $45,000, an increase of 
over $4,000; “Annie” (Imperial) got 
nearly $41,000; “Oklahoma” (Ma- 
jestic) got $26,500, its best gross 
in months, helped by the publicity 
given the show’s reaching the five- 
year run mark; “Look, Ma, I’m 
Dancing’” (Adelphi) got $40,000; 
“Angel in the Wings” bounced 
back to $27,000.’ The stayers, 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and “Briga- 
doon,” also climbed to the $40,000 
brackets, while the season’s newer 
musicals have been selling out and 
couldn’t increase their grosses. 


Among the straight plays that 
climbed back to levels that approx- 
imated midseason form were “Har- 
vey” (48th Street) at virtual capac- 
ity, around $19,000, with the re- 
appearance of James Stewart 
counting more than the general 
trend; “Born Yesterday” (Lyceum), 
over $18,500; “The Heiress” (Bilt- 
more), over $21,000; “Command 
Decision” (Fulton), around $19,500; 
“Man and Superman” (Hudson), 
estimated at $23,000; “Love or 
Money” (Miller), over $15,000. 
Top-rated plays such as “Mr. Rob- 
(Alvin), at $34,500, and 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (Barry- 








feces at $27,500, could not im- 


prove because they have been reg- 


ularly grossing all the respective 
houses will hoid. 

Newer plays that went upward 
were led by “Respectful - 
tute” (Cort), $20,000; “Joy to the 
World” (Plymouth) $19,500; and 
“Me and Molly” (Belasco), around 
$17,000. 


Nightclub Business 
In 20% Increase 


Nitery business in New York has 
Foes a upwards about 20% in the 
past few weeks. The cafes have 
been hitting grosses that approach 
those of record-breaking 1946, and 
many have been going over last 
year’s figure for the same period. 

The biggest beneficiaries of the 
spurt have been the Broadway 
cafes. The eastsideries have 
jumped to some extent, but increase 
hasn’t been as marked as those reg- 
istered along the Main Stem. ; 

The end of the Lenten season is 
responsible for part of the upward 
trend, but bulk of the increase is 
ascribed to the prospective lower- 
ing of income taxes. The prospect 
of retaining a bigger pay slice has 
already given the nitery trades a 
psychological hypo. 


Chi Pix Holding Up, 
Legit Strong, Cafes Off 


Chicago, April 6. 
Comparison between first week 
of April, 1948, with corresponding 
period last year reveals Chi pic 
grosses holding up amazingly well, 
along with decided boosts in legit 
and ballroom takes. Cafes are 
sagging, however. 
Big stunner is fact that pic 
grosses are only 3% lower than in 
the previous year. First run 
grosses on April, 1947, were 
$271,000 as against $264,000 this 
year. 
Legit grosses are 10% better 
than in opening week of April, 
1947, with four shows on the 
boards in both instances. Recent 
Holy Week failed to make its usual 
dent. Most of the 10% rise was 
contributed by hefty $43,000 gross 
of “Show Boat.” 
Cafes are taking it on the chin. 
Latin Quarter and Copacabana, 
both “A” spots, have folded, while 
the Rio Cabana has switched to 
strip shows. Covers are generally 
off about one-third, with average 
check proportionately down. 
otel rooms are doing slightly 

better although the take is down 
25%. Decline gives no promise of 
bending upward in face of 20% 
amusement tax. Chez Paree still 
leads the country in covers, al- 
though down to average of 1,400 as 
against last year. 

Dancehalls are up almost 10% 
as former bistrogoers are turning 
to less-expensive entertainment. 









Friars-Jessel 


Continued from page 2 


sound like you have too much ego, 
make your speeches more simple 
and less flowery. Remember, Doug, 
you’re only a man, not Zanuck.’ I 
could go far into the night about 
my achievements, but all is water 
under the bridge. All yesterday’s 
roses. And though I have spoken 
at more testimonial dinners than 
anyone else in these times, I know 
how much is bunkum and just how 
much isn’t. No one in public life 
has had to tell more stories about 
guests of honor than I, screaming 
their virtues from the speakers’ 
table, hiding their vices in my 
mind. But I have found this is to 
be so true, and this is in defense 
of the Friars giving me a dinner. 
I never knew anyone who was re- 
cipient of a testimonial dinner who 
didn’t have a little something good, 
some tiny decent quality. I don’t 
recall anyone anywhere ever giving 
a dinner to Lepke or Sitting Bull. 


Where Life Begins 


“As to my birthday or my 40 
years in public life, we are, of 
course, as young as we feel. And 
as to life beginning at 40, there is 
some question as to the veracity of 
this statement. If it begins at 40, 
it begins from up here. But this 
manuscript of life is a tragic farce. 
There is very little mystery in it, 
and before we know it we reach 
for our hats and our hearts. At this 
moment the scene is light and gay 
and there the manuscript sweet- 
scented, and as the curtain rises 
I find myself basking on the right 
side of the tracks. And while I am 
not rich, whatever I have is profit. 
I had nothing like this when I was 
born. If. in fact, a few days after 
I was bern they took yet something 
away from me. Somebody stole a 











blanket. . . .” 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


® 

Party tendered some 500 guests in the Plaza hotel ballroom last 
Wednesday (31) midnight in celebration of “Oklahdma!’s” five years 
Broadway (St. James), was an elaborate, gay affair, with no limit 
champagne or other drinks. ‘The tab handed the hosting producers. (02 
Theatre Guild, was estimated around $5,000.. Closing acts of an 
companying show had Lawrence Langner, Theresa Helburn and > 
Marshall (Guild), Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 24 ( 
wrote the show) and Agnes de Mille (who staged the dances) on the 
platform. They were billed as Larry, Terry, Arminy, Dickie, Ockie and 
Aggie. “Smokehouse Blues” was a skit travestying the show “Th 
Can-Can Cantor” had boys dolled up as dames and girls as cowhands, 
the “Catoosie Palace Hotel Band” gave out music for a square danee 
“Oklahoma!” numbers were sung in slow tempo by Jim Parnell, 1 
as the “Kansas City Sinatra,” and Jerry Whyte, the show's stage Man- 
ager, supposedly revealed how much the show made and also the iden- 
tity of the backers. But the drummer drummed so loudly that nobody 
could hear the guy. 


: 





Two shows touring by bus, mostly in the south, are being booked } 
an outfit billed as the Civic Drama Guild of N.Y., described as ‘4 
division of the Drama Corp. of America.” Although the guild has 
offices on Broadway, it is little known, though Stanley Wolf, the oper- 
ating head, has toured shows in small stands heretofore, using Equity- 
ites and depositing salary guarantee money as required. 

A brochure containing reproductions of laudatory letters from or. 
ganizations, such as Kiwanis, Lions and some chambers of commerce 
includes the legend aimed at similar bodies in prospective stands: 
“We promise never to disgrace you with a ‘School For Brides,’ ‘Maid in 
the Ozarks,’ ‘Snow White,’ ‘Naughty Marietta’ or ‘Earl Carroll Vanities’” 
Several shows on the nix list have been turkeys but the inclusion of the 
latter two seems extraneous, indicating that Wolf doesn’t intend troup- 
ing musicals. 

Shows offered are “Made In Heaven” and “Dream Girl,” which are 
said to be grossing between $5,000 and $7,000 weekly. 





Robert Whitehead and Oliver Rea, young producers who bowed on 
Broadway this season with “Medea” and “Crime and Punishment,” got 
the National (where “Medea” first opened) from the Shyberts originally 
on the basis of the two shows’ they planned to do. Instead of the usual 
65/35 deal, they received a 70/30 proposition. Move of “Medea” to the 
smaller Royale, where show is now playing, was contemplated from the 
outset, to make way for the later “Crime” production. 

Paying off of “Medea” production costs March 27, incidentally, made 
a radical change in the salary of its star, Judfth Anderson. Actress, 
hitherto on $1,000 a week salary, went onto an arrangement of 15% of 
the gross plus 15% of the profits. Show, paying off theoretically in 21 
weeks, actually paid off in 18, there being 26 performances cancelled 
because of the star’s illness. Producers had insured star against just 
such a contingency. 





Preparations for “Sleepy Hollow,” musical now in rehearsal, were 
started more than a year ago and caution was exercised in starting 
the show until ample backing was obtained, budget approximating 
$200,000. It will be presented by Lorraine Lester, new to the man- 
agerial field, whose husband is George Lessner, who composed the 
score, it being his first show. It also will be the first musical to have 
been staged by John O’Shaughnessy, who won attention by directing 
“Command Decision.” Book, based on Washington Irving’s “The 


Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” was written by Russell Maloney and 
Miriam Battista. 





George Abbott is lining up a tentative cast for a comedy called 
“Bruno and Sidney,” by Edward Caulfield, and although it is not due 
until next season, a summer tryout is possible. Names in the title are 
those of mice, the locale being a Third avenue (N. Y.) walkup and 
the saloon on the street level underneath. Characters include habitues 
of the ginmill who refuse to believe reputed antics of the rodents. 
As in William Saroyan’s “The Beautiful People,” the mice will not 
be visible to either the audience or the actors. 





Extra-space ads appeared in the dailies for “Streetcar Named De- 
sire” (Barrymore) and “The Winslow Boy” (Empire) when the N. Y. 
critics last week cited the first named as the best play of the season 


and the latter the best of foreign authorship. In addition, for the first — 


time shows whose players were given “Tonys” at the Antoinette Perry 
memorial dinner, for outstanding performances, also went to extra 
space. Included were “Angel In the Wings,” the Hartmans (Coronet), 
“For Money,” June Lockhart (Miller) and “Command Decision,” Paul 
Kelly and James Whitmore (Fulton). 





“Brigadoon,” now playing Sundays at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., by drop- 
ping Monday. nights and midweek matinees, is slated to play through 
the summer and is booked to start a long tour in the fall. Dates in- 
clude eight weeks in Los Angeles and San Francisco next spring under 
a contract that guarantees $50,000 to the musical for the dual Coast 
dates. “Brigadoon” is in its 57th week. - 


Seminars for Young _|SUITS FOR NON-OK'D 
Actors To Be Resumed AUSSIE D ATES PREPPED 


The series of seminars for actor 
hopefuls in New York will be re-| The Dramatists Guild is about to 
National Theatre and Academy. | le suits in the Australian courts 





han, er? 3d tae ~ 





sumed next fall by the American 
The discussions are intended to 
give young would-be legiters a bet- 
ter idea of how to get jobs, how to 
make a living in the meantime and 
how to pursue a stage career, etc. 
They will again include talks by 
various noted Broadwayites. 

The first meeting of the next 
series will be in September, prob- 
ably at the Maxine Elliott theatre, 
N. Y., which ANTA operates. 
There are to be six weekly sessions 
in the initial series, before a group 
of about 40 participants selected on 
the recommendation of various key 
people in the theatre. Later, there 
may be similar series for other be- 
ginner groups and more advanced 
seminars for junior Equity mem- 
bers, and possibly a final discus- 
sion meeting along somevy’hat sim- 
ilar lines for the many established 
actors who have expressed interest. 





New Mo. Theatre Group 
Kirksville, Mo., April 6. 
Little theatre group has been or- 


ganized here as the Experimental 
Group Theatre. 


First such group to be set up in 





this part of the state and is prepar- 
ing three one-acters for spring. 





against several little theatre groups 
in Sydney, Melbourne and Bris 
bane for unauthorized performance 
of American plays and non-pay- 
ment of royalties. 


Understood there are various 
plays that have been pirated, 
two in particular are known to 
“Life With Father” and “Deep : 
the Roots.” The Howard Lindsay 
Russel Crouse comedy, which | 
summer set the Broadway long-run 
record, is reported to have ee 
presented 34 times by differs 
amateur troupes in various — 
cities. Even at the standard ri : 
of $50 a performance for litt M 
theatres it would hardly pee Aa 
bring suit, except for the pun! 
example it would presumably S®® 


In the case of “Deep Are the 
Roots,” the Australian group ee 
James Gow and Arnaud wos 
for permission to do the ara 7 
The authors refused, as the reed 
had not yet been released <l 
where for amateur or stock ame 
entation, and they were at ~ and 
negotiating for a professional P 
duction in Australia. Howeve® 
little theatre outfit went ahea 
did the show regardless. 
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Biz Brisk in Chi; ‘Show Boat’ $43,000, 
Lahr $18,300, ‘John Loves’ $20,500 


a 





Chicago, April 6. 

Chi are currently run- 
1 higher than last year. 
four houses are lighted, but 
are doing brisk business. “Show 
» continues terrific. “Student 

” opened at the Blackstone 
pril 1 with the first weekend sold 


“High Button Shoes,” skedded 
arrive May 4, has been set back. 
Siery Had a Little” relights the 
Studebaker April 12. “My Ro- 
mance”. will have a klieg light 
g date, when it reopens the 
modeled Great Northern April 
9. Katharine Cornell goes into 
the Blackstone April 26. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Burlesque” Selwyn (4th week) 
(1,000;. $4.33). Catching on with 
excellent $18,300. 

“John Loves Mary” Harris (8th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Jumped > 
to $20,500. Has better take eac 
week. 

“Show Boat” Shubert (5th week) 
(2,100; $4.94). Sellout from Wed- 
nesday night on. Boff $43,000. 

“Student Prince” Blackstone (1,- 

8; $4.40). Excellent $7,500 for 

t four performances. 


Harvey $26,500, 


Ceo 19/6, Philly 


Philadelphia, April 6. 


After one week’s total theatrical 

ackout, Philly’s legit scene went 

ck into activity with three of the 
four regular playhouses occupied 
and all of them doing good biz. As 
was expected, the real smash was 
“Inside U. S. A.,” which drew the 
main spotlight on its opening at 
the Shubert last Monday. It got 
the first-string crix and had very 
near capacity on its first week of 
four here. 

“Harvey,” bowing in for an in- 
definite engagement at the Locust, 
received a fine set of notices and 

as been building steadily since its 

w here. In face of this terrific 
competition, Shakespeare had to be 
content with “show” position even 
with Katharine Cornell as the b.o. 
magnet. Her “Antony and Cleo- 
patra” reported $19,500 for the first 
of two weeks and wouldn’t have 

otten as good a figure as that if 
t hadn’t been for two sellout mati- 
meeg, | 

‘roere were no openings last 
night and the next in line is “Hold 
It,’ new musical which starts a 
three weeks’ tryout at the Forrest 
next Tuesday night (13). Show had 
been originally skedded for two 
weeks but added the third which 
takes the musical up to arrival of 
“Winslow Boy” on May 3. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside U. S. A.,” Shubert (ist 
week) (1,877; $5.20). Big revue 
which preemed Monday got all the 
attention expected and was virtu- 
ally capacity all week. With scale 
tilted to $6.50 Friday and Saturday, 


this tuner got about in first 
session of four. _— 


“ 





Antony and ” Forrest 
(1st week) (1,785; $3.90). Two very 
big matinees helped Miss Cornell’s 

akespearean Tevival a lot. Other- 
wise it was most disappointing biz 
fiat has done here in some time in 
S105 = terrific competition. Did 


“Harvey,” Locust (Ist week) (1,- 
580; $3.90). Not capacity gait at 
pest but zoomed up steadily and 
— in a very fine $26,500 week 

ith every indication of gaining 
this week. Has seven skedded and 
should turn in a fine local record 


O- engagement i - 
tended which may be ex 


$ * ° 
Mama’ 8G in 4, Denver 
Denver, April 6. 
. Ticket sales dropped off rapidly 
Ch. I Remember Mama,” with 
harlotte Greenwood, as soon as it 
ecame generally known the film 
would open at the Orpheum the 
Same week. Advance sale a week 
Previous _Was over $5,000, while 
8ross finished at $8,000 for four 
Performances, 
a There is $57,000 advance sale for 
€ Metropolitan Opera Assn. later 
this month, with “Carmen,” with 
Se Stevens, sold out. 
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Current Road Shows 


(April 5-17) 
“A Cup of Trembling” — Colo- 
nial, Bost. (6-17). 
“An Inspector Calls” — Nat’), 
Wash (5-10). 
“Annie Get Your oe 
a (5-10); Aud., Ciney (12- 


“Antony a Cl atra” -— For- 
rest, Philly (5-10); ubert, Bost. 
(12-17), 


Ballet Russe—Opera Mse., Bost. 
(12-17). 

“Blackouts of 1948” — El Capi- 
tan, L. A. (5-17). 

“Blossom Time”—Erlanger, Buff. 
(5-8); Aud., Roch. (9-10); Royal 
Alex., Toronto (12-17). 

“Burlesque”—Selwyn, Chi (5-17). 

“Carousel”—Nixon, Pitt. (5-17). 

“First Mrs. Fraser’—Plymouth, 
Bos. (5-10); Met., Prov. (12); Court, 
Spgfid. (13-14); Shubert, N. Haven 
(15-17). 

“Harvey”—Locust, Philly (5-17). 

“Harvey”—Majestie, Ft. Worth 
(5-6); Music Hall, Houston (8-10); 


| Par, Austin (12-13); Texas, S$. An- 


ionio (14-17). 
“Hold it’ — Shubert, Bost. (5- 


| 10); Forrest, Philly (12-17), 


“Inside U. S. 
Philly (5-17). 

“Jehn Loves Mary” — Harris, 
Chi. (5-17). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan” — 
Cox, Cincy (5-10); Hartman, Col. 
(12-14); English, Indpls. (15-17). 

“Mary Had a Little” — Aud., 
L’ville (7-8); Aud., Newark (9); 
Weller, Zanesville (10); Stude- 
baker, Chi. (12-17). 

“My Remance”—Cass, 
17). 

“© Mistress Mine”—Aud., Pasa- 
dena (5); Aud., San Diego (6); Aud., 
Fresno (89); Aud., Sacramento 
(10); Geary, Frisco (12-17). 

“Oklahoma!” — Curran, 
(5-17). 

“Private Lives”—Hartman, Col. 
(5-7); English, Indpls. (8-10); Amer- 
ican, St. Louis (12-17). 

“Show Boat”—Shubert, Chi. (5- 
17). 

“Song of Norway”—Mem. Hall, 
Joplin (5); Conv. Hall, Tulsa (6); 


A.”"—Shubert 


Det. ‘5- 


Frisco 


Home, Okla City (7-8); Forum, 
Wichita (9-10); Omaha, Omaha 
(12-17). 


“Student Prince” — Blackstone, 
Chi. (5-17). 
“The Play’s the Thing’—Ford’s 
Balto. (5-10); Nat'l, Wash. (12-17). 
Glass Menagerie”—Town 
Hell, Tgledo (5-7); rtman, Col. 
(8-10); Shubert-Lafayette, Det. (12- 
17). 


“The Red Mill”—Court, Spgfid, 
(5-6); Shubert, N. Haven (8-10); 
Lyric, Bdgpt. (12-13); Aud., Tren- 
ton (14); yhouse, Wil. (15-17). 

“There Goes the Bride”—David- 
son, Mil. (5-7); Aud., La Crosse 
(8); State, Eau Claire (9); Aud., St. 
Paul (10); Orpheum, Waterloo (13); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids (14); Music 
Hall, K. C. (15-17). 

“Third Person” — McCarter, 
Princeton (15-17). F 

“Tropical Revue”’—Royal Alex., 
Toronto (5-10); Majestic, Bost. (12- 
17). 


‘VARIETIES’ 86, FRISCO; 
‘OKLA!’ 406, ‘ROOTS’ 116 


San Francisco, April 6. 


“Varieties of '48” opened at the 
Geary last Monday (29) to a thor- 
ough panning by crix. Pitched for 
nightclub fare, this pseudo-legiter 
starring Michael O’Shea got only 
$8,000 in first of fortnight’s stand. 
Lunt-Fontanne “O Mistress Mine” 
is due April 12. 

“Deep Are the Roots,” with Rose 
Hobart, Betsy 
Warwick, opened to rave reviews 
Tuesday (30) at the long-shuttered 
Tivoli with a $2 top, and grossed 
$11,000 in seven. “Oklahoma!,” at 
the Curran in its fourth week, held 
to a capacity $40,000. 








‘Play’s’ 9G in 4, N.H. 
New Haven, April 6. 

Premie of “The Play’s the 
Thing” did okay biz at Shubert 
last weekend (1-3). On four per- 
formances, at $3.60 top, gross 
mounted close to $9,000. 

Current week has “Red Mill” for 
Thursday - Saturday (8-10) and 
next week gets Jane Cow! in 
“First Mrs. Fraser” for three days 





(15-17). 


Blair and Robert ios 


a 





+] e 
Bride’ Limp 126, St. L. 
St. Louis, April 6. 
Not much enthusiasm here for 
Georse Oppettheimer’s comedy, 
“There es the Bride,” with 
Gloria Swanson, Robert Alda and 
Marold J. Kennedy. Eight perform- 
ances grossed estimated $12,000. 
House is dark currently but re- 
lights Monday (12) with a two- 
week stand of “Private Lives” with 
Tallulah Bankhead, to wind up the 
local season. 


Romance’ 246, 
Hold Wt 26, | 
Cowl 8G, Hub’ 








Boston, April 6. 

“Hold It,’ Sammy Lambert's 
musical, first new musical item to | 
hit town in months, ran into plenty | 
of biz in this starved town on/| 
opener at the Shubert despite only | 
moderate nods from equally | 
starved ¢rix. Couldn’t see it con-'! 
tending on B’way too much, but | 
recommended it anyway. That, | 
plus plenty of laughs at opener, 
guaranteed word of mouth and put 
it right into top grossing ranks in 
ahurry. “First Mrs. Fraser” light, 
but “My Romance” doing good biz. 

Only entry this week is “Cup of 
Trembling,” relighting the Colo- 
nial, with “Antony and Cleopatra” 
at the Shubert, Ballet Russe at the 
Opera House and “Tropical Revue’”’ 
at the Majestic, all on April 12. 
“High Button Shoes” comes to the 
Opera House April 20 and D’Oyly 
Carte at the Shubert April 26. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Held It,” Shubert (1,700; $4.20) | 
| (first week). Found agreeable if | 
not sock Broadway material and | 
the town picked it up fast for a) 








jat scale. 
| “My Romance,” Opera House | 
| (3,000; $3.60) (3d week). Fifth 


non-consecutive week in town, and 


Bway BO. Spurts All Along Line; 
‘oy’ Up, 19146, Molly'176: Stewart's 
‘Harvey’ SRO 196; ‘Prostie 206 


spurted 
week and grosses easily topped! should span spring. 
those of the surprising Holy Week| “Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 


figures. Jewish holidays doubtless _rymore (18th week) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
figured in the upturn and crowds Critics selected this drama as best 


Broadway legits last; for this one since early weeks; 


|along the main stem were aug-/ play of the season but it couldn't 


| mented by juniors on extended 


schoo! holiday vacations. Virtu- 
ally. the entire list was benefited 
and those attractions that were 
static the previous week were on 
the bandwagon. It was evident 
that extra matinees could have 
been played. Not one was given 
with the exception of “Icetime of 
1948,” which gave 13 performances 


' and topped everything with takings 


of $51,000. “Harvey,” which has 
been playing three and a half 
years, virtually sold out all week. 
Response to “Oklahoma!”’ reaching 
five year mark was a jump of gross 
to $26,500. 

One addition to the list, a re- 
vival of “Macbeth,” ‘drew divided 
opinion. No arrivals this week but 
“The Mikado” started a three-week 
engagement, which will be 
finale of the D’Oyly Cartes. 
ling Bros.-Barnum and Bailey cir- 
cus opens a 33 day stand at Madi- 
son .Square Garden tonight (7). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue). 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Allegre,” Majestic (25th week) 
(M-1,695; $6). In the van on 
grosses with business going up 
over $44,500; biggest figure in 
some time. 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(17th week) (R-998; $4.80). Went 
up close to the SRO status with 


bilities. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(98th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Still 


the | 
Ring- | 


\get more money, just perhaps 
|}more standees; $27,500. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (27th 
week) (D-920; $4.20). Getting fine 
attendance and could stay through 
summer but for the defection of 
Wendy Hiller; up to $21,500. 

“The Respectful Prostitute,” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (3d 
week) (D-1,164; $4.20). Most suc- 
cessful venture by a new group 
this season (New Stages): getting 
surprisingly strong grosses; last 
week nearly $20,000. 

“The Winslow Boy,” Empire (23d 
week) (D-1,101; $4.80). Named as 
best foreign play by Critics Circle 
which should perk the business 
which had sagged; up to over $13,- 
000 last week. 
| Revivals 
D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Century 
(14th week) (O-1,670; $4.80). “The 
| Mikado” started three-week en- 
|gagement Monday (5); “Iolanthe” 
| last week drew big business, $36,- 
500. 
| “Man and Superman,” Hudson 
(26th week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Im- 
proved to virtual capacity last 
week when the gross was quoted 
‘around $23,000; due threugh May. 
| “Macbeth,” National (Ist week) 
(D-1,164; $4.80). Booked for ap- 
proximately eight weeks; opened 
last midweek to divided notices but 
got $15,500 in first five times. 
| “Medea,” Royale (22d week) (D- 
1,025; $4.80). Advertising last eight 


wow estimated $22,000, nearly top | takings around $27,000, further in- | weeks: business for classic, selected 
| dicating summer holdover possi- }y one critic as season’s best play, 


but eased a bit, $21,000. 
“You Never Can Tell,” Beck (3d 
'week) (C-1,214; $4.80). Scored 


| finished up with a strong estimated | a leading musical and only “Al-| goodly increase last week when 
$24,000. Described locally as the | legro’” topped it in gross last week, | gross was around $18,500; may 
when “Annie’s” count was nearly | move, house having booked “Sally,” 


“Student Prince in a frock coat,” 
but really did biz here. 

“The First Mrs. Fraser,” Plym- 
(outh (1,200; $3.50) (first week). 
Very weil thought of in press, and 
Jane Cowl draw pulled in an okay 
estimated $8,000. Final week cur- 
rent. 


LUNTS SMASH 606 IN 
2 WKS., L.A.; ‘SONS’ 66 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
left town after a smash two-week 
engagement in “O Mistress Mine.” 
Play chalked up two $30,000 weeks 
for a new season high. Enough 
would-be ticket buyers were turned 
away to insure at least two and 
possibly three more sellout weeks. 

Other bowout was “Brooklyn 
USA” which slumped badly in its 
final week at El Patio, leaving road 
tour uncertain. . House relights 
Monday (12) with “Thieves’ Para- 
dise.”” Biltmore is dark until April 
20 when house rekindles with Joe 
E. Brown in “Harvey.” 

Estimates for Last Week _ 

“Alli My Sens,” Las Palmas (2d 
wk) (388; $3). SRO $6,000 for first 
full frame with extended run in 
sight. 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan, 
(302d. wk) (1,142; $2.40). Same $17,- 
000 


“Brooklyn, U. S. A.” El Patio 
(4th wk) (796; $2.40). Fell apart at 
seams for $1,800 final week; about 
25% capacity. Total for three week 
and three day run, $13,050. 

' “QO Mistress Mine,” Biltmore (2d 








| 


$41,000. 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum 
(113th week) (C-993; $4.80). Back 


almost to winter figures and stayer 
was clocked at better than $18,500, 
a $2,500 jump. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (56th 
week) (M-1,628; $4.80). Scored its 
best gross in month with takings 
around $40,000; has started playing 
two performances Sundays. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton 
(27th week) (D-968; $4.80). An- 
other attraction that gathered in 
the best money since winter with 
gross approximating $19,500. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(65th week) (M-1,319; $6). Like 
“Brigadoon” last week’s takings 
went up materially and the gross 
also was around $40,000. 

“For Love or Money,” Miller 
(22d week) (C-940; $4.20). Another 
straight show to materially im- 
prove and the gross was quoted 
going over the $15,000 mark. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (180th week) 
(C-902; $4.20). Capacity quoted for 
laugh show first week of James 
Stewart’s limited engagement as 
star; $19,000. 

“High Button Shees,” Shubert 
(27th week) (M-1,387; $6). Standee 
admissions increased, musical sell- 
ing out all times; *$38,000. 

“Joy te the World,” Plymouth 
(3d week) (CD-1,063; $4.80). Extra 
advertising probably helped Holly- 
wood comedy to higher figures, 
estimated at $19,500. 

“Look Ma, I'm Dancin’,” Adelphi 
(10th wk) (M-1,434; $4.80) Up with 
the top musical grossers; draws 





'wk) (1,636; $4.20). Another great 
$30,000, for $60,000 two week total. 
| 


|Could have stayed several more 


“The Glass Menagerie,” Coronet 
(Ist wk) (255; $3.60). Reopened 
Tuesday (30) on moveover. Started 
off slowly but was building at 
week’s end. Total $2,500, repre- 
senting slightly more than 50%. 
Probably will hold for several 
weeks. 


BALLET RUSSE 236, TORONTO 
Toronto, April 6. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
broke all ballet records in the 40 
years’ history of the Royal Alex- 
andra (1,525) on second stanza of 
fortnight’s engagement, with gross 
of $23,000. 

This meant a $41,000 gross for 
the two-week stand, with top at 





standees at most performances; 
up last week; $40,000. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (12th week) (R-1,160; $6). 
Revue getting great money, around 
$35,000, takings only being limited 
to house capacity. 

“Me and Molly,” Belasco (6th 
week) (C-1,077; $4.20). Materially 
improved again and last week’s 
takings around $17,000; best gross 
to date. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (7th 
week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). Referred 
to as “the Oklahoma of straight 
plays” with an indefinite run in 
prospect; $34,500. 

“Oklahoma!,” St. James (260th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Publicity 
attendant completion of fifth year 
on Broadway accounted for a jump 
to $26,500. . 

“Strange Bedfellows,” Morosco 
(12th week) (C-935; $480). Perked 








$3.30. 


to $17,000, which was best figure 


| revival. 


TALLULAH’S ‘LIVES’ OFF 
~ IN PITT WITH $17,500 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 

Tallulah Bankhead’s “Private 
Lives” got caught in a trap last 
week at Nixon, right between fort- 
night engagements of a couple of 
widely-awaited musicals, “Annie 
Get Your Gun” and “Carousel,” 
and as a result her take was a 
little disappointing. Playing at $3 
tou, “Lives” got around $17,500, 
all right but not what show has 
been doing elsewhere on smash 
tour. Curiously enough, play got 
probably the best set of notices 
generally that’ star has ever re- 
ceived locally. 

Following “Carousel,” which 
opened Monday (5) for two weeks, 
Nixon gets, “Lady Windermere’s 
Fan” April 19; and nothing definite 
set to follow after that. 


‘Babes’ 406, Tropical’ 216 
In Detroit B.0. Upbeat 


Detroit, April 6. 

Legit b.o. is on the 
again, with one house, the Shubert- 
Lafayette, continuing dark. Both 
“Babes in Toyland,” offered by 
| Civie Light Opera Co., at the Ma- 
isonic Aud., and Katherine Dun- 
‘ham’s “Tropical Revue,” at the 
Cass, came through with better 
{than anticipated grosses. “Babes” 
did $40,000, despite terrific kidding 
by the crix who called it the worst 
loffering of the season. “Tropical” 
hit close to $21,000. 

Civic is ready to fold its tent and 
sneak away when the last curtain 
falls on “The Desert Song” Sunday 
night (11). “My Romanee” opened 
Monday (5) at the Cass with Anne 
Jeffries and Charles Fredericks in 
leading roles, and is scheduled for 
a two-week run. 


‘Norway’ 276, Kaycee 


Kansas City, April 6. 

“Song of Norway,” with seven 
performances in six days in P| 
Music Hall (March 28-April 2), di 
| $27,000, only fair. 

Town waits on legit now until 
‘A & N Presentations brings in 
|Gloria Swanson in “There Goes the 
'Bride” in mid-April. 
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Cup of Tremblin 
Wilmington, April 2. 


Paul Czinner and C, P. Jaeger produc- 
ion of drama in two acts (12 scenés) by 
ouis Paul. Stars Elisabeth Berener 


Staged by Czinner; settings, Charles El- | 


ype a‘. cia tes’ Ny A aha de Del., Anonymous will cheer the play, 
’ mga coats. <4 Freverly Bavne Several of the scenes being an all- 
s OSs | a ee ae ee 5 yn ; 
See Cate. ike piewe 0 Elisabeth Bergner out plug for that group. 
ree eee Peete Pee eres Fe Philip Tonge As the columnist, Elisabeth Berg- 
GOAN Croys. ccccdecsscesces Millard Mitchell i iti rf te 
eT See er ee a Ae Robert Bolger ner g ves an Oxck ing pe orman E 
| ees rere ee reir Peeks ic Iris Menn | Technically, it’s an_ electrifying” 
é i Hope Enierson y 
FACIE. cc edie e cee eretereeess 4 7 Ss : * 
Mr Atinttage:. 0... Margaret. Wycherty characterization and exhausting as 
falter Fowler.......+...:. John Carradine | well, the star being onstage prac- 
ag ema Raha ame by case, tically throughout. She creates, 
Werly Woman........... Amelie Barleon | Sympathy for the tormented hero- 
Dv. Sorensen... cee cece eceeess Donald Foster |ine and gives life to scenes which 
MAGS ob 6 cee ndige eng id Joan Nordlander | : ld fall fl . 
Another Nurse..........3% Glotia Whitney | WOU a at without her 
Mies Nichole. :.........%.. 8» — news | presence. 
Sheil SORGUD.. Se ote b'c.e vs ch ned rlene Francis Te . 
a Beltvecynian ey PS ...William R ybertson | : Others in the large cast have 
p Denning................Martin Wolfson little more,than bit roles. Millard 
Pea Hundeman.---+---"aarman_ Kluse | Mitchell is excellent as the hus- 
A Man.........+...+.....Ingwall Tollefson | band, Hope Emerson draws some 
A WOMAN, ....00s00Fe0s: Ruby Fabares | weleome chuckles as the maid and 


As a psychological study of a 
woman alcoholic, “The Cup of 
Trembling” is engrossing in a 
clinical sense. But as a play it 
leaves much to be desired. Yeo- 
man work is ahead to get this one 
into shape for Broadway. At pres- 
ent it doesn’t jell despite superb 
playing and some excellent indi- 
vidual scenes. 


One fault is the length, the pre- 
miere curtain dropping after 12:30 
am. It’s a tribute to Elisabeth 
Bergner and the cast that few of 
the audiénce took a walk. Divided 
into 12 scenes, the episodes are 
jerky and disjointed, and the long 
waits between scenes are no help 
either. 

Louis Paul adapted the play 
from his book, “Breakdown.” He 
calls it “the study of a woman.” 
Because of the morbid theme there | 
is little room for comedy, so the~. | 
is no letup in the tension created | 
while the tragic heroine goes from 
bad to worse as alcohol tightens its 
grip. There is only one central 
character—Ellen Croy, an intelli- 
gent, apparentiy happy columnist 
who leans more and more on liquor 
as an escap’ st outlet without know- 
ing why. 

In succeeding episodes her de- 
voted husband, adopted child, 


friends and doctors attempt to re- 
store her to normalcy with no suc- 
cess. Finally, psychiatry and Al- 
——————— 


BELIVERY SERVICE 


\eaka Qi 


1052 FIRST AVENUE tS 
at S7th Steeet MAIL OROERS 
NEW YORK 22 Dept. A 


Plays Out of Town 


coholics Anonymous combine to 
work the reformation, and the cur- 
tain falls with the columnist en 
route to help another problem 
drinker. Members of © Alcoholics 








tiveness and acting ability she ex- 
hibits in this offe ; 
Arthur Margetson, as an aging 
matinee idol, is superlative in the 
show’s comedy highspot. Ernest 
Cossart does well as the play- 
wright’s collaborator, and Claud 
Allister plays competently the role 
he created in the original produc- 
tion. Francis Compton, as a butler, 
makes his scenes “with -Calhern 
stand out, and Richard Hylton is 
good as the young composer. 
Single setting of an ornate castle 
‘room on the Riviera provides rich 
atmosphere, and Miss Emerson is 








|Iris Mann is cute as the child. | 


| Single scenes are well handled by | 
| John Carradine, Margaret Wych- | 
|eriy, Donald Foster, Martin Wolf- 
son and Anthony Ross. 

Two good scenes fall to the lot | 
of Arlene Francis, as a reformed 
drinker who draws the columnist 
into the AA group. However, the 
whole show f6cuses on Miss Berg- 
ner, and no one else has much of a 
chance. 

Handsome settings by Charles 
Elson add much to the production’s 
eye appeal, and Hattie Carnegie 
has provided Miss Bergner with 
|a stunning wardrobe. 

Co-producer Paul Czinner han- 
dled the direction, which ranges | 
from good to indifferent, depend- 
ing on the scene. 

The play doctors started work 
immediately after the premiere, 


.|tween the straight and affected act- 
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several scenes and characters being 
missing at the second and third 
performances. Klep. 


The Piay’s The Thing 
New Haven, April 1. 


Gilbert Miller (in association with James 
Russo and Michael. Ellis) production of 
P. G. Wodehouse adaptation of Ferenc 
Molnar’s comedy in three acts (one set- 
ting). Stars Louis Calhern; features Faye 
Emerson, Arthur Margetson, Ernest (Cos- 
sart, Claud Allister, Francis 
Richard Hylton. Directed by Miller; 
scenery, Oliver Messel; lighting, Ralph 
Alswang. Opened at Shubert; New Haven, 
April 1, °48; $3.60 top. 


Compton, 


EE UND S sc Sccethecee cuss Louis Calhern | 
| ESS aS Ce Ernest Cossart | 
Se MR, 0 hci cedces a Richard Hylton 
Johann Dwornitchek...... Francis Compton 
I A A ae ea Faye Emerson 
"cs ae, ee ROT eee Arthur Margetson 
ME FE ad LEEK Cos Bo Dis Oe hee a Claud Allister 
EMCKOFE. ic crcccs Ted Tiller, Fred Wentler 





This Molnar comedy, which be- 
lies its title, could conceivably be 
pretty dull without the lift given 
it by a fine set of troupers. Even 
with the advantage of considerable 
acting skill, this revival has its 
periods of vacuum, but a consist- 
ently high third act obliterates 
most of the preceding low spots 
and carries the production through 
to an optimistic sendoff that should 
culminate in a satisfactory Broad- 
way reception. . 

Gilbert Miller has given the opus 
top-drawer presentation, and he 
has doubled on the staging end. As 
yet, full cohesion of script, cast, 
and direction has not materialized. 
This observation applies to such 
items as Louis Calhern’s frequent 
inaudibility; a wider variation be- 


ing of Faye Emerson; timing of 
lines which are now losing a por- 
tion of their value. But the short- 
comings can readily be overcome 
through further playing. 

Script is as originally adapted 
some 20 years ago, being the tale 
of the almost shattered romance of 
a young composer and his prima 
donna fiancee, who is being pur- 
sued by a former admirer. To off- 
set the effects of a torrid love scene 
between the latter pair, and over- 
heard by the composer, a playlet is 
concocted in a manner that passes 
off the eavesdropped dialog as 
merely part of a rehearsal. 

This synthetic excerpt from life 
as conceived in the mind of an im- 
aginative playwright provides an 
element of charm which, in itself, 
\is the basis of a pleasant playgoing 
}experience. The added ingredient 
of hilarity, as contributed by the 
final act, enhances the overall 
values to a considerable degree. 

Heading the cast is Calhern, who 
gives the playwright role a bright 
polish with a series of mannerisms | 
that stamp his work with a solid | 
mark of approval. In bearing, ges- 
tures, and expression, he is an ace 
choice for the part. 


iSally Kretchman, a moppet who 


|cast, Alec Clunes as the gay ruf- 


sumptuously gowned. Bone. 
Deseret 

Salt Lake City, March 30. 
Experimental Theatre production of 
drama in four acts by Don Liljenquist 
Staged by Halbert S. Greaves, assisted bs 
Darlene Sperry; costumes by Sereta = 
Jones At Studio theatre, Salt Lake City 
Cast: RoLayne Rasmussen, Beckie 
Thompson Sally Kretchman Wayne 
Rrown. Howard L. Randall, Yvonne Muir 
Joseph Glassner, David 8. Hoopes Lewis 
E. Turman, Jeanne Ludwig, Paul 8S. Dixon, 
ar.. Maryann Rasmussen, Ralph J 
Thompson, Albert O. Mitchell, Jr Douglas» 
Mitchell, Michael Bennett, Alden R. Righ- 
ards. Orville H. Miller, Frank Cammans, 


Joseph H. Williams, Frank Jacobsen, Dar- 
lene Sperry, Albert J. Southwick, Jr., Jack 


Shumway, Bill Hoover. 


“Deseret” won for its author the 
$1,000 first prize in last year’s 
Utah Centennial competifion. It’s 
a play that could be good but 
doesn’t quite come off. The scene 
is laid in Utah during pioneer days, 
and the story is concerned with 
the conflict of Aaron Savage, his 
parents, and Laura Wells, his 
fiancee. Aaron wants them all to 
abandon the Mormon cause, leave 
Utah and go to California where 
he has struck gold. 

The plot unfolds slowly, and the 
general feeling throughout _the 
opus is why don’t they get going? 
Part of the fault lies with the au- 
thor, who would do well to com- 
press his work into three acts, 
shortening up on his opening act, 
which takes too long to expound 
the basic problem. The balance of 
the blame can be laid to the direc- 
tor, who permitted a pedestrian 
pace, and the actors, who on open- 
ing night muffed too many lines at 
crucial points. 

Joseph Glassner as Aaron does a 
nice job reading his lines, but at 
times ‘ves them a little too much 
sophistication. RoLayne.  Rasmus- 
sen, as Latira, gives a sincere if un- 
inspired job. Chief honors go to 





shines as Julie. The rest of the cast 
rates no more than adequate. 
Sereta Jones has done a top job 
of costuming, using authentic 
drawings and photos as models for 
her costumes. 

There’s a stirring drama waiting 
to be written about the early Mor- 
mons in Utah, but this isn’t Ad 








Play Abroad 


The Lady’s Net For 
Burning 
London, March 12. 
Great Newport Theatre Committee presen- 
tation of comedy in three acts by Chris- 
topher Fry. Directed by Jack Hawkins. 
At Arts Theatre Club, London, March 11, 
"48. 











Thomas Mendip.......seese+- Alec Clunes 
PTE DEE. . oS ecctescescas Daphne Slater 
Nicholas Devige........6:0.: Michael Gough 
Margaret Devize........... Henzie Raeburn 
Humphrey Devize.......... Gordon Whiting 
Beble TYGON. 0.326 i Fecta ee fi Andrew Leigh 
Jennett Jourdemayne....,. Sheila Manahan 
eT eR ne catia gS geytity Frank Napier 
Edward Tappercoom............ Peter Bull 
Matthew Skipps............- Morris Sweden 





This is the first full-length play 
by the author of “A Phoenix Too 
Few,” which was well liked for its 
originality when produced at this 
same house last year. With an 
Elizabethan rawness of speech and 
a near-Shavian wit, the author has | 
presented a delightful entertain- 
ment—suitable only for this type 
of intimate, private audience. 

Period is 1400, or thereabouts, 
and story tells of a wandering ras- 
cal haunting the mayor’s abode in 





Play on Broadway 


Macbeth 


Theatre, Inc., production (in assoctation 
with Brian Doherty) of tragedy in two acts 
by William Shakespeare. Stara Michael 
Redgrave and Flora Robson; features 
Whitfleld Conngy,. Beatrice Straight, Ruasell 
Collins, Geoffrey Toone. Staged by Norris 
Houghton; settings and costumes, Paul 
Sheriff; music, Alan Bush; music director, 
Lehman Engel. Opened at National, N. Y., 
March 31, ‘48; $4.80 top, 

Duncan, King of Scotland........-+..., 
- Stephen Courtleigh 

















a small market town, requesting to 
be hanged. The two murders he 
claims to justify his extinction 
prove a figment of his imagination | 
and he confesses their invention to 
divert public attention from a 
witch-hunt—the lovely prey arriv- 
ing on the scene seeking sanctuary. 

It’s all amusingly told with 
lyrical fluency. Of the excellent 


fian is outstanding, with Sheila 
Manahan, recently making her 
London debut in “Happy as 
Larry,” supplying all the grace and 








Miss Emerson comes to the role | 





of the prima donna with a back- | 
‘ground based more on film than 
Stage thesping. That she will be ac- 
| cepted in the latter field is ind 
‘cated by the poise, physical attra: 


allure necessary to the role of the 
“witch.” A superb portrayal of 
the drunken “corpse” is given by 
Morris Sweden, and Daphne Slater 
becoming as the prospective | 
~.-4° "Virection of this slim <an- 
tasy is okay. Clem. 


} 





} 
| 


His Sons: 
BEAIOOIIM Ss. enocecescessesceczan Elliott Reid 
Donalbain........ aeeet tant Michael Reilly 
MACBRE. S58. Sei se. Tests Michael Redgrave 
BANQUOs cccocecesccctcvegeds Geoffrey oone 
BERGOUM, icércccoctesecesee Whitfield Connor 
DANNOR Sc ccdiacccessecaces John Cromwell 
| ROSS. . cee cccccnencscoesss Hector MacGregor 
ANBUB. .cceccccccsescereesersend John Straub 
Poentetth. occ cet reccas Paul Man 
CamthnesB. .....cecevceevere Thomas Palmer 
PIGANSO.... co cind ccccccccdsccoce Ken Raymond 
Siward tnaheevee ....Jd0hn MeQuade 
Young Siward............-..-Arthor, Keegan 
| Lady Macbeth. .....:....8-¢+. Flora Robson | 
4 (By Courtesy of J. Arthur Rank) 
| Lady Macduff .. es.» Beatrice Straight 
| Son to Macduff. ......eese%- Judson Rees 
Wounded Sergeant .. John McQuade 
Messenger at Inverness. 4...Robinson Stone 
Potter at Inverness........+ Russell Collins 
Old MAN. cc eccccserccsserccee Blair Cutting 
Beutel ins ic cco ttcccocccenceuens Harry Hess 
A Murderer. fi hess cwiccceTeecces Paul Mano 
His Younger Accomplice...... Whit Vernon 
Ap Res. 4s dic sce eeed? ches Lamont Johnson 
A Murder at Fife.........--. Martin Balsam 
A Daetor. ......cccceccccces Russell Collings 
A Gentlewoman.......-.++. Penelope Potter 


| Michael Reilly 
2 Watchmen at Dunsinane..2John Straub 
Arthur Keegan 


ye) ..) a ee 
A PaO. vccccccccesecveces ...Sonny Curven 
{Robinson Stone 
The Thre@..cscseesereeeres {Martin Balsam 
{Harry Hess 
(Gillian Webb 
The Weird Sisters. ....ee++6: {Julie Harris 
{Ann Hegira 
An Armed Head.......++> Whifteld Connor 
A Bleeding Child.......+..+- Ken Raymond 
A Child Crowned...........Marcia Marcus 
Gentlewomen, servants, soldiers, etc.: 
Alan McKirdy, Whit Vernon, Marcia Mar- 
cus, Sonny Curven, Ken Sutton, Dan Bar- 


William Skelton. 

Shakespeare at best is always a 
hazardous undertaking in the thea- 
tre, and now along comes Theatre, 
Inc., to present, in association with 
Brian Doherty, one of the most 
precarious boxoffice works of the 
Bard. “Macbeth” has the benefit 
of such names as Michael Red- 
grave and Flora Robson, as the mad 
warrior and his lady, but they are 
insufficient to raise this tragedy of 
Scottish murder and intrigue much 
above the level of academic inter- 
est. 

Only occasionally does “Mac- 
beth” .assume a distinction that 
does justice to a setting other than 
the classroom. Only occasionally 
do the performances of the two 
stars stir the audience into believ- 
ing that the power-hungry general 
and his too-ambitious mate are 
other than superficial pawns in 
the Bard’s game of iambic rhet- 
oric. 


It is generally an _ intelligent 
production that has been given to 
this “Macbeth” but erratic shad- 
ing given the two lead perform- 
ances are too frequently distract- 
ing. Redgrave has a tendency to 
look far more mad than his read- 
ing of the lines would indicate, 
and Miss Robson has failed to give 
her part the intensity of, say, 
“Ladies in Retirement,” with which 
she scored an enormous success on 
Broadway. Redgrave’s voice open- 
ing night was too often pitched in 
a lower key; it failed to reach the 
entire audience, though this condi- 
tion existed mostiy in the first act 


ton, 


and improved considerably in the! 


second, 


The rest of the cast has turned 
in consistently fine performances, 
namely Stephen Courtleigh as the 
murdered king; Geoffrey Toone as 
Banquo; Whitfield Connor as Mac- 
duff; Beatrice Straight as Lady 
Macduff and Russell Collins as the 
drunken porter. . 

_Norris Houghton did the staging 
and he aptly cut this production to 
keep the performance moving con- 
sistently. Settings and costumes by 
Paul Sheriff are within the needs 
of this presentation, which doesn’t 
appear too expensive by Shake- 
spearean standards. There is some 
pace-setting, effective music com- 
posed especially by Alan Bush and 
directed capably by Lehman Engel. 

This “Macbeth” is In for a limi- 
ted run of eight weeks. It must 
inevitably be compared to the 
Maurice Evans-Judith Anderson 
revival of 1941 at the St. James, 
N. Y., and perhaps that’s where the 
current version suffers most. 

Kahn. 


‘Inspector’ 206, D.C. 


Washington, April 6. 
“An Inspector Calls,” starring 
Thomas Mitchell, racked up $20,- 
000 during the first week of a two- 
week engagement at the National. 
“The Play’s the Thing,” starring 
Louis Calhern and Faye Emerson 
ea follows as next attrac- 
on. 





Wednesday, April 7, 194g «, 


|Name Broadwayite 


May Head Mpls. Civic 
In Rejuve Movement 


ie ne April 6. 
announcing its intent 
disbanding at the end of this neat 
son, the Minneapolis Civic Theatre 
will probably continue in the fall 
with an established Broadwa y. 
figure in charge. Either actor. 
director Alexander Kirkland or 
George Somnes, Broadway produ- 


cer and director of the Elitch’s Gar- . 


dens summer theatre in Denver is 
due here in the next few diye 
survey the situation and work out 
plans for next season. 

Robert T. Gaus, director of the 
Civic last season and this, has in- 
dicated a willingness to continue 
with the group next season under 
whoever comes from New York to 
take charge.. He hasbeen in regu- 
lar contact with Robert Breen, 
executive-secretar’ of the Ameri- 
can National Theatre and Academy, 
in New York, and the latter will 
decide today (Tues.) or tomorrow 
whether Kirkland or Somnes will 
come here to discuss matter. 

A promising possibility for the 
future of the Civic has been offered 
by the local Young-Quinlan depart- 
ment store. The establishment pro- 
poses to give the theatre free use 
of its 750-seat, fourth-floor audi- 
torium, with heat, light, etc., also 
gratis, for an indefinite number of 
years. Theatre patrons would be 
entitled to use of the free parking 
space for several hundred autos in 
the store basement. A _ possible 
hitch to the deal is the fact that 
the auditorium stage has a ceiling 
of only 12 feet, but it’s figured this 
limitation can be corrected. 

Also, one of the store windows 
will be devoted to a display on the 
theatre, poster cards will be placed 
throughout the store, ‘and an- 
nouncements of current shows will 
be carried in the store’s news- 
paper ads. Finally, the store has 
offered to spend up to $10,000 to 
reconstruct the auditorium stage 
so as to make it suitable for dra- 
matic productions. 

The local troupe booked name 
players as leads for the first time 
this season (Sidney Blackmer, Lois 
Wilson, Blanche Yurka and Philip 
Huston have appeared). 


bn! 


CRUTIEWTD 
The BARRYMORE 
THEATER 


of the AIR 


starring 


Diana Barrymore 


will attract listeners and sell your 


product because the name . . - 
BARRYMORE 


’ represents quality in entertainment. 
Audition record available 
Robert Evans Productions 


Incorporated 
113 W. 57th St. Cl 6-986! 
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Musical 
Director 


"My 
ROMANCE” 


/VING. MERLIN 


ee 


FOR RENT 


Summer Theatre seats 300 Mid-Hud- 
son Valley. Particulars write Box 
1002, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York 19, 


MR AAARARRR 
HOTEL ROOMS 
IN THE HEART OF TIMES 8Q. 


Room, bath and shower. Telephone. from $3 
single and $3.50 double. 
































Rosoff's 
HOTEL ROSOFF naeerest 
| 147 W. 43rd St. on the 
(at B'way), BR. 9-5400 Promises 
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Suit ‘in Philly Raids 
Suit for $200,000 damages was 


urday (3) in-U. S. district 
filed Sat against local 


police offceudonym, Harold. Rol 
donym, 0 
iy ieee “Never Lost 4 Stran- 
ger” was among a number of books 
seized by police several weeks ago 
in raids on local stores. Also par- 
ticipating in the action are Alfred 
A. Knopf, publisher of the Rubin 
work, and Charles Praissman, 
Philly bookdealer. Defendants are 
James H. Malone, director of pub- 
lic safety; Craig Ellis, vice squad 
inspector, and John McCarthy, a 
subordinate official. 

previously, Houghton, Mifflin, 

ublisher of Ross _Lockridge’s 
ERaintree County,” another of the 
seized books, brought injunctive 
action against police. Pending the 
court’s decision on that suit, the 
Philly authorities promised not to 
conduct any more raids. 


Iika Chase’s Latest 

Tika Chase’s newest, “Free Ad- 
mission” (Doubleday; -$3) is a 
sprightly sequel to her “Past Im- 
perfect.” Actress-author again hag 
done this book of memoirs in a 
casual diary fashion that makes for 
easy reading. As in the other, 
“Admission” is freely sprinkled 
with w.k. names and _ intimate 
closeups of familiars and other 
intimates not as generally known 
to the public. 


Authors League Finance Status 


Annual financial statement of 
the Authors League of America, 
just released, shows a net drop of 
$50,708.23 in surplus for the year 
ending last Sept. 30. Total income 
was $109,098.44 and total expendi- 
tures were $162,306.67. The state- 
ment reveals that authors’ Gues 
totaled $21,024.79 and assessments 
$157.50; dramatists’ dues were $15,- 
244.05 and assessments $30,221.52 
from royalties first class, $24,138.68 
from film sales, $3,162.42 from.con- 
tract countersigning and $347.34 
from stock and amateur royalties. 

Other income included $6,000 
surpius from the film sale negotia- 
tor, $648.39 from sales of contracts, 
$1,250 per capita tax from tne 
Screen Writers Guild, $740 from 
interest in plays and $834.20 from 
the authors’ craftsman series. Ex- 
penditures included $78,913.87 in 
salaries. 


N. Y. German Daily’s 106th Anni 


The German language New 
Yorker Staats-Zeitung und Herold 
celebrated its 100th anniversary 
with a special edition Sunday (4). 
This Ridder-owned daily survived 
two wars with Germany, plus the 
pressure put on it by the local 
Bund, by following an American- 
first policy. Also, during both wars, 
the Staats was used by our govern- 
ment to counteract the enemy’s 
propaganda. 

Sunday’s anniversary edition was 
partially in color and featured a 
special amusement section edited 
by Ethel Colby. ? 


‘Amber’ Dimmed In B. A. 
Film version of Kathleen Win- 
sor’s “Forever Amber” looks to 
stand little chance of exhibition in 
Argentine houses. Although the 











book has been on sale in Argentina 
since 1946, both in English and in 
QL —_——————— 


SECOND EDITION 
REVISED AND ENLARGED 


By W. CABELL GREET 


@ phonetic spell- 
ing @ new and old place names 
soc5 at all bookstores, ae - 


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS 
Morningside Heights, New York 27 





———— 
a translated version published by 
Peuser, the Buenos Aires municipal 
police have placed it on the index 
and prohibit its sale in B.A. Ban 
is effective only in the capital, but 
the church authorities are pre- 
sumed responsible for the move 
and will have the ban extended to 
the rest of the country. : 


VARIETY mugg Ray Josephs’ book, 
“Argentine Diary,” is another U.S. | 
publication placed on the local 
index. A number of local 
bookstores were raided and copies 
confiscated, while the owners were 
hauled before police authorities to 
explain why they had such “com- 
munist literature” on sale. Am- 
bassador Joseph Davies’ “Mission 
to Moscow” is another opus not in 
favor with the local authorities. 





Dilling ‘Doesn’t Dally 
Elizabeth Dilling filed a motion 
in Chicago federal district court 
last week seeking $500,000 defauit 
judgment in her libel action 
against John Rogge, former gov- 
ernnient prosecutor in the wartime 
sedition trials. Motion claimed 
that Rogge had not answered inter- 
rogatories filed March 5. 


Libel action grew out of mate- 
rial printed in PM and allegedly 
given out to paper by Rogge. Hear- 
ing was set for May 14 before 
Judge Michael Igoe. 


Mag Pubs Set N. Y. Agenda 


Speakers at the second annual 
forum of the National Assn. of 
Magazine Publishers, April 27-28 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., will 
include Don Belding, of the Foote, 
Cone & Belding agency; Barbara 
Ward, foreign editor of the London 
Economist and board member of | 





BBC; Rev. Daniel A. Poling, news- | 
paper columnist and editor of | 
Christian Herald mag; Barclay 
Acheson, foreign director of Read- 


tail partying its columnists and 


|WABD 








artists at a reception slated for 
Sue 20 at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
Metro is interested in the film 
rights to Mathilda Ferro’s suspense 
novel, “Fear is the Parent,” with 
the possibility of backing a stage | 
version first. 

Charles Scribner will publish an | 
edition of the A. I. Bezzerides | 
novel, “Thieves Market,” simul-— 
taneous with the release of the pic- | 
ture by 20th-Fox. 

New novel by Betty Smith, au-, 
thor of “A Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn,” has been chosen as the Book- 
of-the-Month selection for either 
August or September. Harper Bros. | 
will publish. 

A. L. Bradford has been ap-' 
pointed to post of general Euro- | 
pean manager and vice-prexy of | 
United Press. He succeeds Virgil 
Pinkley, who is resigning May 1 to 
join the Times - Mirror Co., pub- | 
lishers of the Los Angeles Times. | 

Blythe Morley, of the American 





in New York, has authored a novel, 
“The Intemperate Season,” which | 
Farrar, Straus will publish May 20. 
She’s the daughter of Christopher 


National Theatre & Academy staff | dame in Congress. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


> By Frank Scully 


Bedside Manor, April 6. 

Sitting near us at the primal unreeling of “Mr. Blandings Builds 
His Dream House” was a stocky hunk of middleaged manhood who 
looked like a wrestler between grunts. 

“You a builder?” he grunted across several empty seats. 

I nodded, on account I had once graduated with magna cum lousy 
from a technical high school back in the days when 2 and 2 made 4. 

“Watcha specialty?” he wanted to know. 

I told him I now built sentences for other guys to tear down. 

Figuring there must be something wrong with the acoustics, he 
moved next to us and made known that he was Arthur Marcus, chair- 
man of all American Legion housing west of the Big Horn. He soon 
made it clear that to him, and indeed all vets, housing was no subject 
for comedy. Thus “Dream House” had two strikes even before Cary 
Grant came to bat. 

He ran a half-cocked eye down the credit sheet. 

“Thought so,” he said, “not a vet in the whole cast.” 

“Well, this guy was in the army,” I said, pointing to the name of 
Melvyn Douglas. 

“Nah,” he said. 
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“Nearest he got to it was being married to that 
Helen Gahagan, or something.” 
A Mugg Can Be Right 
“I’m pretty sure,” I insisted, “that he was in General Osborne’s 
outfit. You know, (morale). I believe they changed the name to 
(special services), because some specialists in psychological warfare 


Morley and has previously written | thought it was bad psychology to hint that American soldiers needed 


two whodunits under a pseudonym. | any bolstering of their morale. In fact, I’m almost sure he was at 


Ezra Goodman has assignments | jeast a captain and served overseas.” 


from Colliers, True, Pageant, Coro- 
net, Harper’s, and the N. Y. Times 
on Hollywood pieces, so he is stay- 
ing on the Coast indef. His yarn 
on Jerry Wald in Harper’s will be 
out late this month. Another, on 
the state of Hollywood, is also due 
soon via Coronet. 











Baggy Pants 


Continued from page 1 


tended by the program director | 
and sales manager of five N. Y. | 
stations, including WNBT (NBC), 
(DuMont), WCBS-TV'' 
(CBS), WPIX (Daily News) and 
WATV (Bremer Broadcasting, | 
Newark). Spokesman for the Fash- 
ion Guild is men’s fashion author- | 














er’s Digest, and Gardner Cowles, 
publisher of the Des Moines Regis- 
ter and Tribune and of Look mag. 

Walter D. Fuller, president of 
Curtis Publishing Co., will be 
chairman. 


Probes U.S. Theatre for Japan 


A Japanese reporter-author, Mrs. 
Ayako Ishigaki, is currently in New 
York gathering material on the 
American theatre, ‘as part of a 
series of articles on U. S. life and 
culture, for publication in Japan. 

She's a civilian representative of 
the civil affairs division of the War 
Department,. which will edit the 
articles for translation into Jap- 
anese and then distribute them to 
Japanese newspapers. Mrs. Ishigaki 
is a native of Tokyo, but lived in 
the U. S. during the war. 


ABA Vs. Book Club Stymie 


The American Booksellers’ Assn. 
campaign to set up its “equalized 
and competitive” price scale with 
book clubs received an initial sty- 
mie last week when Houghton, 
Mifflin refused to lease the plates 
for the first volume of Winston 
Churchill’s memoirs. The publish- 
ing house explained that conflict- 
ing contractual obligations pre- 
vented okaying the ABA bid. 

The ABA plan, announced some 
weeks ago, is to lease the plates 
of forthcoming books and print 
and distribute its own edition to 
stores, at a price to compete with 
book clubs. 


CHATTER 


Paul Gallico returned last week 
from the Bahamas and Florida. 

Stan Musgrove is doing a column 
on Hollywood for Campus Mag. 

Everybody’s Digest reprinting 
two of Paul Denis’ N. Y. Post radio 
columns. 

Donald Day will open a Holly- 
wood office for Readers Digest 
about June 1. 

Richard English doing a piece 
on H. N. Swanson, literary agent, 
for Satevepost. 

Charles Baker has been named 
head of the literary dept. of the 








“How to Play Like Frankie Carle,” 
with a foreword by Tommy Dorsey. 


Association’s dinner in _  Indian- 
apolis. 


Down,” has “retired” until July 
to work on a novel. 

Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, has 
written a piece titled “The Authors 
League Today,” for the next issue 
of The Screen Writer. 





Gloria Safier agency. | 
Frankie Carle is writing a book, | 


Russell Janney will be guest of | { 
honor at the Hoosier State Press| comic has been taking his troupe | seabees. Send them out to the South Pacific. Have them round up ail 





ity and commentator Bert Bach- 
| arach, who worked out the idea 
in association with WABD sales 
manager Ken Farnsworth. 
Decrying the careless dress of 
many tele performers (but with- 
out naming names), Bacharach de- 
scribed their attire as “sartorially 
sloppy, careless, incorrect and con- 














Shades of John L. 


With an eye to video 
broadcasts, the National Box- 
ing Assn. has advised all 
boxing commissions affiliated 
with NBA to adjust their local 
fight setups to conform with 
New Look. 

Communique sent out by 
Abe J. Greene, head of NBA, 
ealls for referees to preen 
their attire in the ring and 
for boxers to emphasize neat- 
ness inside the squared circle, 
down to and including trunks, 
shoes, sox, robes, and gloves. 





or stage.” He added: “It is even 
more important that the man who 
appears on a television screen be 
properly dressed, for unlike other 


Yet, while Hollywood and the 
legitimate theatre spends hundreds 
of thousands of dollars seasonally 
to make certain their wardrobe de- 
partments are properly stocked 
and maintained, in video it’s every 
man for himself—and it looks it.” 

Men’s fashion industry, accord- 
ing to Bacharach, feels certain that 
the cost of the “wardrobe bank” 
will be more than justified by the 
impression it creates on video fans 
who will eventually look to tele, 
as they now do to films, to set the 
style. All clothes and accessories 
loaned to the various studios are 
to be replenished constantly. Once 
they’re removed from the “bank,” 
they'll be sent to charitable insti- 





‘It. Builds From Here’ 


siderably below the par set by | 
similar performers on the screen * 


actors, he’s visiting private homes. | 


' tutions here and abroad. 


“Wanna bet?” 

“No,” I said, “I doan’ wanna bet. I wanna see a moon pitcha.” 
| “Betcha a five-pound Wisconsin cheese against a subscription to the 
rag you work for.” 

He kept trying to clinch the bet, and in the end I said okay, though 
| I’m not particularly crazy over rat cheese. 
| After the picture began unreeling I found that bet was lousing up 
my enjoyment of the laughs. His cheese couldn’t cost more than five 
| bucks and if I lost I'd be clipped for $15. I get myself euchred into 
a bet and then find I’m laying odds, 3 to 1. 
| “Chump is right,” I said, half to myself and half to little Alice in 
| Wonderland at my left. 


Comrade Marcus must have overheard it because he laughed louder 
than the comedy on the screen demanded. 

Finally, I got my mind off cheese and chumps, and onto the picture. 
It was full of fun about life in a New York apartment ‘and got even 
funnier when the Blandings repaired to Connecticut, got chumped 
themselves into buying an old continental crock and ended by building 
a dreamhouse that cost only a few bucks less than the original Waldorf- 
Astoria. 


| Like us, the Blandings started building at a fair price and ended 


_by paying three times what they bargained for. Seems the Scully 
| Building Fund had been through that one, too. Not once but three 
, times. Four, if you counted Villa Variety in France. We sure were 
' clipped plenty rebuilding that old octrei in Nice. We took an even 
| worse beating trying to dream an old mud hut near 29 Palms on the 
| Mojave desert into an adobe hacienda. A third shellacking came 
| our way when we built Bedside Manor on Hollywood’s Whitley Heights 
| from scratch, and the ultimate clipperoo came to us last fall when we 
| added a room and bath for Mormor’s visit from Norway, which cost 
half again what eight rooms and two baths had cost in the original 
building 12 years ago. 

We certainly were prepared to laugh at some other chumps taking 
a mechanic’s lien for a change, and would have if Legionnaire Marcus 
hadn’t turned a harmless conversation into a clipping service. ~ 

Could it be that I had mistaken Melvyn Douglas for Douglas Mac- 
Arthur. No, I surely know one actor from another by now. 

Besides, I'd been to the mortgage manor shared by Helen Gahagan 
and Melvyn Douglas on Outpost, a hill above our hill. I remember 
0 he built his place. He wasn’t as smart then as he was in the 
picture. 

He wasn’t even as smart in the beginning as we were, though in 
the end he may have come out with fewer invisible clips than we did. 
But both of us fared better than the Blandings. 


A Friend And Your Money 


Tully had no architect, just a builder. So we followed his lead. 
After all, wasn’t I a graduate from Manual Training highschool? And 
hadn’t I outwitted a Scotch realtor in selective 

Trained to appeal to man’s avarice, the Scot really didn’t know 
how to handle a switch. “I want a place,” I said, “on a hill which is 
not only a flop now, but will never hear the sound of hammers again.” 

Thus every time he began butiding the possibilities of a site I liked, 
: re “If this place has a future, let’s look somewhere else, 

would say. 

In the end he practically threw some weeded acreage at me. It 
was lost in trees and had been bypassed by everybody from Fra 


How To Keep A Cook 

I first told the builder that I wanted the kitchen to have 
view. I figured that if life got worse and we had to spend 
in drudgery it would be nice to have a dungeon with a view. It turned 
out to be such an attraction that we could not get rid of maids or 
cooks in anything less than three years, even when we found friends 
who would take them off our hands for three times the prevailing 
wage. In fact, if we had only been smart enough to apply the Selznick- 
Metro loanout principle to domestic service we'd be rolling in unearned 
increment right now. 

On the way out of the theatre after Grant, Loy and Douglas invited 
us out to the Blandings’ dream house, I ran into Comrade Marcus 
again. Everybody else had a smile on his face, but he was still playing 
| Straightman in this contractor’s comedy. I spotted, too, former T/Sgt. 
| Harold Salemson, the brain in our psychological warfare division in 
North Africa, Italy and France. 

“Hey,” I shouted, holding on to Marcus, “was Melvyn Douglas in 
the army?” 

‘He held the rank of major in our army in India,” Salemson reported. 

Comrade Marcus “shot me the smog,” or a dirty look as it used to 





| be called before vaude died. 











Benny, Harris 


mm Continued from page 1 


out on tour. During the war, he | 
played USO-Camp Shows overseas | 


/dates. In two weeks at the Roxy, | 
Benny’s troupe played for $40,000 
plus a percentage of the gross over 
$140,000. Money for the British 
date isn’t revealed. 

Comic winds up his air show 
around the end of May and wil! go 








United Features Syndicate cock- 


te England around 1. 


“Okay,” he said, “I'll send you the cheese when I get back to Wis- 
consin.” 

“Deal,” I said, “and I'll solve your housing problem in return.” 

“You'll solve it?” 

“Yes. Pump harder for the return of the draft. Then line up the 


the one to four-inch pipe and the billions of feet of lumber rotting out 
there. Have them move it back to the States. Have the 10,000,000 


James Maresco, the Manhattan and last year he played two vaude , draftees signify where they want to live. Send them to camps in the 
cabbie who authored “My Flag is, 


neighborhood. Have them build houses for their own needs. Put the 
seabees to landscaping the places. And then when the grass is in, 
hand each GI a deed to his house and his discharge.” 

“You sure can dream up a nice war,” Marcus said in parting. 

“And you know what I'd put in each Philco refrigerator?” 

“Don MacNeill?” 

“No. A five pound Wisconsin cheese.” 

He grinned for the first time and disappeared into the night. 





Junipero Serra to Rudolph Valentino. . 
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Broadway 


s to install new aircondi- 
oning plant. Lindy’s has already 
one so. 

Jean Dalrymple due in N. Y. 
morrow (Thurs.) from Paris and 
ndon. 


Lew Parker planed to London | Robert R. Young, 
last week via Pan American Air- |p 


ways for a string of vaude dates. 


Boston bars equipped with tele- |cleffed “Pin Up Polka,” which drew 


vision sets, signs in windows an- 
nouncing program reception starts 
April 15. 

Metro assistant general sales- 
manager Edwin Aaron due back 
today (Wed.) after two months on 
the Coast. 

Dorothy Hirsch, of Vaniety’s ad 
staff, left Friday (2) on month’s 
vacation to Palm Springs. She’s 
recuping from long illness. 


Eddie Traubner, manager of 
Sammy Cahn, came east last week 
to discuss a possible fall musical 
for Cahn and Jule Styne. 

Harriet Parsons, producer of | 
“Remember Mama,” to Boston by 

lane over weekend to visit former 
ssmates at Wellesley. 

There’s a guy rotating on the 

een circuits of Broadway and 

reenwich Village who claims to 
read your future in ice cubes. 


Lawrence Tierney, RKO film 
per, currently vacationing in N. Y. 

fore returning to the Coast for 
a two-pix stint for his company. 


Romo Vincent nixed an Aussie 
hid to re-create his original come- 
dy role in “Marinka” because of a 
previous Hollywood commitment. 

Murray Brown, playwright and 

perator of strawhat at Walton 
at N.Y., recuping from recent 
heart attack at St. James hotel. 

Victoria Youngman, wife of 

O veepee Gordon E. Youngman, 
from Europe Saturday (3) 
abroad the Nieuw Amsterdam. 

William Satori, Monogram’s 

pean rep, due in next week 
or homeoffice huddles with com- 


’s foreign chief Norton V. 
tchey. 

On his fi vacation in several 

years, Paul bourn, Par veepee, 


into rainy weather initial days 
Bermuda. Due back in N. Y. 
April 12. 

Elizabeth McFadden, author of 

“Double Door” and other plays, 

bought a place at Peekskill, 

. ¥., Where she’s working on a 
new script. 


David. Holtzman, attorney for |- 


chard Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse, 

aves for Coast Friday (9) to sign 
several stars for summer legit 
appearances. 

Joe Maharam, head of the 
costume fabric house that bears his 
name, off this weekend on two- 
week inspection of his Chicago and 
Coast branches. 

Leslie Morosco, retired legit 
agent and brother of the late 
Oliver Morosco, legit producer, 
authoring a semi-biog tome, “I 
Remember When—” 

Eddie Grainger, prexy and gen- 
eral manager of Shea Circuit, due 
back today (Wed.) with his wife 
and daughter from a six-week stay 


designed “Inside U. S. A.,” is 
daughter of S. L. Goldsmith, fi- 

director for the National 
Conference of Christians & Jews. 

Ann Sloper to do publicity for 
Richard Skinner’s Olney, Md., 
strawhatter this summer. She’s 
daughter of Christian Science 
Monitor drama critic, L. H. Sloper. 

Meriel Moore, of the Dublin 
ame Co., engaged to William 

viin, now playing in the The- 
atre Guild’s “You Never Can Tell.” 
Gate troupe sailing home from 
N.Y. April 7. 

Kay O’Brien, secretary to 20th- 
Fox ad-publicity chief Charley 

hlaifer, hosted at surprise lunch 

riday (2). Wife for the last two 
poets of Douglas Berry, she’s leav- 

g 20th soon to have a baby. 

Paul Sheriff, British art direc- 
tor who recently arrived to receive 
the first annual award of the Na- 
tional Society of Art Directors, re- 
turned to Britain, Friday (2) 
aboard the Mauretania. 

Scenarist-playwright Robert Ar- 


drey, east on vacation, taking time | 


off from seeing the shows this 
weekend to go to Washington for 
confabs with Eric Sevareid on 
background material for a book. 
Si Fabian tapped as chairman of 
N. Y. amusement division in 
nited Jewish Appeal’s current 
fund-raising drive. Fabian was 
named by Barney Balaban, Para- 
mount prexy, who’s national chair- 
man. 
Major Barney Oldfield, former 
Warners publicist and film critic, 


assigned as Army representative on ' Hollywood, 


Mayor’s Committee for the Inter- 


rt ‘of City of N. Y., July 31- 
Aug. 8. 

The Greenbrier, White Sulphur | ¢g 500 
Springs, W.Va. resort, will reopen 


national Air tion and Golden 


April 19 for first time since °42, 
with Meyer Davis’ orchestra re- 
turning for 20th year. Owner is 
athe Industries 


res. 
On the heels of his recently 


a neat tie-in campaign from Walter 
Thornton, songwriter-maestro Irv- 
ing Fields has dashed off an ap- 
preciative ditty, “Walter Thornton 
Rhumba.” 

William B. Levy, worldwide 
sales chief for Disney Productions, 
sailed Friday (2) to spend six 
weeks in England and the Conti- 
nent with Disney sales reps on dis- 
tribution of “Melody Time” and 
“Fun and Fancy Free.” 

The Don Freemans (she’s Lydia 
Cooley) go to Washington about 
June 1, then travel by easy stages 
to Dallas, where he’ll have a one- 
man exhibition of paintings. He 
draws for the N. Y. Times, under 
exclusive contract; she’s a free- 
lance painter. 

Warner pub-ad topper Mort 
Blumenstock settled out of court 
for $75,000 last week—after a jury 
trial had run four days in White 
Plains—the $280,000 civil damage 
suit against him as result of the 
auto accident in which he was in, 
volved last Sept. 7. 

Helen Hayes is chairman of the | 
committee arranging a dinner late 
this month in honor of Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, and Richard Rodgers, 
for the benefit of Sydenham Hos- 
pital. Joe Louis and Jersey Joe 
Walcott will be guests of honor at 
a cocktail party Tuesday (13) at 
Essex House, N. Y., for the same 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Alan King into Famous Door last 
Thursday. 
Variety Tent national conclave 
opens here April 12. 
Sam (Blackamoor Room) Barken 
headed for N. Y. and talent buy- 
ing trip. 
_Patsy Shaw, Carroll and Gor- 
man, Judy Magee new lineup at 
the Blackamoor Room. 
Barry Gray debuted his new 15- 
min. Sunday night commentary 
via WKAT (MBS), Sunday (4). # 
Benny Davis and Gabriel Heatter 
winding up plans for their new tal- 
ent radio package. Will go on air 
in May. 

Betty Ann Grove, singer, added 
to Clover Club show, replacing 
Eileen Barton. Carlos Ramirez 
— to follow current produc- 

on. ° 

Tommy Dix added to Henny 
Youngman -Georgie Tapps- Betty 
Reilly lineup at Copacabana, with 
Jentire show to be held over for 
extra week. 


By Fiorence S. Lowe 
Sally and Tony De Marco on re- 
turn date at the Shoreham Blue 
Room. 2 3 
William K. Treynor appointed 








for station WOL. 

Adolphe Menjou in to autograph 
his new book in department store 
and also plug “State of Union” at 
Loew’s Capitol. 

Mimi Chandler, daughter of 
baseball czar Happy Chandler, who 
quit attempt at Hollywood career, 
now a disk jockey in Kentucky. 

Grover Whalen had his chest 
X-rayed in promoting Washington 
campaign to get whole city take 
the free X-rays and check possible 
lung ailments. 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Margaret Peggy Ulmer opening 
strawhatter in Willoughby. 

Three Suns gave “Borsellino’s 
Club a new attendance mark their 
first week. 

Bob Opitz’s Versatilians’ band 
back at Continental, after four- 
year junket. 

Jack Dalton jumping into band 
biz by signing Russ Morgan band 
~ his Rollercade rink Easter Sun- 

ay. 

Steve Drummer managing Show 
Folks Club, new nitery backed by 
Herman Pirchner, Alpine Village 
owner. 





W. Ward Marsh, veteran film 
critic of Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
off on one-month writing trip to 


London 


Sir Malcolm Sargent to India. 
Mrs. Belloc Lowndes left around 


George Carney left around 
$13,972. 

Bernard Sobel here see the 
West End shows. He leaves Thurs- 
day (8) for France. 

Grenier Hossenot troupe from 
Paris at the Saville opening April 6 
with a double bill, “Parade” and 
“Orion le Tueur.” 

Sydney Box bought screen rights 
to the displaced persons play, 
“Cockpit,” by Bridget Boland, just 
closed at the Playhouse. 

Joe Marks, general sales head of 
Pathe Pictures, subsid of As- 
sociated British Picture Corp. since 
1944, is leaving company by mutual 
arrangement with managing direc- 
tor William Moffat. 

British Film Producers — Assn. 
executive council advised Assn. of 
Cine-Technicians to give formal 
notice to terminate their present 
agreement between employers and 
studio union at the first possible 
moment. 

,Michael Miles, BBC “Radio For- 
feits” emcee, to have a new type 
show in May, an audience partici- 
pation program. Broadcasts will 
be made from northern theatres 
during the summer, with Ray Mar- 
tin providing the music. 

Another Dublin importation, 
“The Righteous Are Bold,” by 
Frank Carney, made its London 
bow at the Embassy, with Sally 
Travers scoring as a poor Irish 
peasant possessed of a devil, and 
commendable supporting cast ad- 
mirably directed by Shelah Rich- 
ards. 





Paris 

Josephine Baker at Club Champs 
Elysees. 

Dailies Le Pays and Ce Matin 
merging. 

Director Edmond T. Greville 
prepping trip to U. S. April 23. 
Louis Ascarelli back at Fox 
flackery after Easter trip to Rome. 
Simone Berriau to produce a 
Serge Veber adaptation of the late 
Tristan Bernard’s “Petit Cafe.” 

Marie Claire Duhamel, daughter- 
in-law of writer Georges Duhamel, 
clicking in legiter “Bout de la 
Route.” 

Herbert Victor helping on sce- 
nario for Ernest Neubach, who just 
started shooting “Signe Rouge” 
with Eric von Stroheim. 

Gen. Edouard Corniglion-Molin- 
ier in Corsica in capacity of mem- 
ber of the Superior War Board and 
not as Gaumont veepee. 

Colette Cornier is currently re- 
hearsing a bit in Jean Ayme’s com- 
ing “Lucienne et le Boucher” at 
Vieux Colombier. French Radio 
planning to air her script ““Adven- 
tures of Francois and Francoise.” 


By Stan Worris 

Nelson Eddy’s concert here is 
April 16. 

Mel Torme opened at Bowery 
last Monday. : 

Guy Lombardo at Graystone 
Ballroom on April 1. 

Dancer Paula Hayes off to Chi- 





director of traffic and continuity | cago for nitery dates. 


Mel Torme opened at Bowery 
Monday (5) for two weeks. 

Pat Burns, straight man, closed 
at Empress and off to N. Y. 

Ollie Franks back to Civic Op- 
= am 10-day click at Penobscot 

ub. 

Skating Vanities, roller revue, 
inked into Olympia April 16 for 
10-day stay. 

Ronnie Roberts, singer and 
dancer, closed at Avenue after 
three-month run. 

Northwood Inn’s opening set for 
April 10, with Herb Hund on way 
back from Ceast to supervise job. 


Buenos Aires 


Actress Libertad Lamarque is in 
Mexico for two pix. 

Delia Garces is to act in “The 
House of Bernarda Alba” in Italy. 

Amedeo Nazzari, Italian picture 
star, arriving around May 17 to 
start his first of three pix for 
Emelco studios. 

Hugo del Carril, ex-warbler, to 
start as director for San Miguel 
Studios, acting at same time with 
Aida Alberti as teammate. 

Amelia Bence, winner of 1947 
Argentine Oscar for best pic per- 
formance, to do legit work and pix 
in Spain with comedian Pablo 
Palitos. 

Arturo de Cordova, who has 
been making sequences for ‘“Pass- 








tal with Mirtha Legrand, is due 
back in Buenos Aires shortly. 
Jack Holt, who has been asso- 


cosque for many years, is currently 
immthe Andean province of Men- 
doza, supervising construction of 
studio buildings for Film Andes. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Helen Traubel in concert at St. 
Paul Auditorium. 

St. Paul Civic Opera Co. to offer 
“Rosalie” April 20-May 1. \ 

Eddie Ruben, indie circuit owner, 
back from month in Hawaii. 

Howard Greenstein, Universal 
salesman, ill at St. Mary’s hospital. 

Tony Grise, former Frankie 
Carle vocalist, at Flame club, St. 
Paul. 

Robert P. Beaulieu succeeding 
Leonard Leigh as KSTP musical 
director. 

Fiddlers Club of film exchange 
employees reorganizing with A. K. 
Eviden as prexy.° 

Bill Elson, Northwest Variety 
club chief barker, returned from 
vacation in Honolulu. 

Stanley Grodnik, local clothier, 
won Sammy Kaye radio slogan 
contest and $11,000 in prizes. 








By Raul Quattrocchi 
Al E. Daff here. 
La Boite, deluxe nitery, re- 
opened. 
Charpentier’s “Louise” revived 
at the Opera House. 
Guido Oliva, Cinecitta Studios 
general manager, died. . 
Olindo Vernocchi, Istituto LUCE 
former president, died. 
Martin Sterman and orchestra 
now at Bristol Tavern. 

Amerigo Benefézo, Variety Film 
prez, here from London. 

Rene Clair from Paris to huddle 
with Salvo D’Angelo, Universalia 
producer, on his next film here. 

Louis Jouvet, expected here for 
stage performances, will probably 
star in “Girolamo Savonarola,” an 
ACIF production. 

Negro actor John Kitzmiller 
(“To Live in Peace”) is star of 
“Senza Pieta” (“Without Mercy”), 
anti-race prejudice pic produced 
by Lux. 

Sir Alexander Korda arrived 
from London accompanied by 
Carol Reed. He will confab with 
Minerva, Scalera and other com- 
panies’ executives to set produc- 
tion plans here. 

Despite Soviet embassy protest, 
Metro’s “Ninotchka” is still playing 
and is now in second-runs. Pic 
was a success in its first run (two 
weeks) at Corso, Moderno and 
Margherita. Even Communist 
papers called it “amusing” and 


“witty.” 


By Si Shaltz 
Eli M. Orowitz is back with the 
asad Theatre circuit in Cam- 
en. 
Oscar Neufeld, vet Film Row 
figure, recuperating from long ill- 
ness 





Elsye Mo 


, radio actress, now 
handling “Movie-Go-Round” show 
on WCAU. 


Milt Shapiro, former nitery 
flack, producing sports quiz show 
over WFIL-TV. 

KYW'’S “Along the Rialto” has 
switched from the Latin Casino to 
Frank Palumbo’s Click. 





Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 
Steyr, in Upper Austria, 
city- owned theatre. 


Gustav Diessl, 48, well known 
actor, died suddenly. 


Rudolf Steinboeck directing film, 
“Gjrl Friend,” in Salzburg. 

State theatre in Bregenz, Vorarl- 
berg closed due to financial diffi- 
culties. 

Frederic Ashton of Sadler Wells 
Ballet Co., to direct choreography 
of “Orpheu and Euridyce” at 
Salzburg Festival. 

Ernst Deutsch signed contract 
with Renaissance Buehne to direct 
next production, “Sheppey,”’ by W. 
Somerset Maugham. 

Film star Magda Schneider, to 
South Tyrol (Italian territory) with 
Andre Maltoni and operetta en- 
semble, to present “Unkissed Girl.” 

Ferdinand Bruckner (real name 
Theodor Tagger) back from New 
York after 14 years to attend pre- 
miere of his play. “Faehrten” 
(“Scent”) in Burg theatre, starring 


built 





port to Rio” in the Brazilian capi- ' H 


Maria Eis, Alma Seidler and Fred 
ennings. 


ciated with dire¢tor Carlos Bor- |. 


bette 
7 ; i lI 1 
Darryl Zanuck to Sun Valley on 


hospitalized fop 


vacation. 


Howard Pine 

surgery. thf 
Donald Barry and Keith 

son to Texas’ for a p.a. “wee He 
Fred MacMurray to spen 

mer on his Sonora County rane 
Dick Pritchard quit Fox 


Coast to open own b ; 
Pty Publicity of. 


film editor, injured b alling 
lamp. a 

Abbott and Costello to 
south for benefit of Lou Cost 
Jr., Foundation. 

Sam Marx and Syd Boehm to 
San Francisco to get data for a 
Metro documentary. 

Masquers giving testimonial din- 
ner for Oscar winners, Ronald 
Colman and Edmund Gwenn. 

Dorothy Andre, stunt gal, broke 
arm falling off a pogo stick in 
“Great Gatsby” at Paramount. 

Fritz Feld out of the hospital 
and convalescing at home from 
injuries sustained in an auto crash, 

Clark Gable and Howard Strick. 
ling in from play gandering in N.Y. 

Leif Erickson pinch-hitting in 
the legiter “The Glass Menagerie” 
for Paul Lambert, who is ill. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., goes to 
Europe in July as a delegate to 
Association for the United Na- 
tions. 

Van Johnson planted his foot- 
prints in cement in -forecourt of 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre. 


Stockhoim 


By Sven G. Winquist 


“Born Yesterday,” at the New 
Theatre, still doing boffo after five 
months. 


Swedish Radio Co. recently op- 
ened new studio in Karlskrona, 
-southern Sweden. 


Actress Irma Christensson to 
Italy to appear in the Italian film, 
“Adventure in Taomrina.” 


Sandrew-Bauman Film Co. pur- 
,chased Centrumateljeerna, one of 
Stockholm’s modern studios. 


Carl-Gustaf Kruuse to Copen- 
hagen to direct the ballet in op- 
eretta, “Der Bettelstudent” at the 
Norrebro theatre. 


“Best Years” (RKO) now on its 
19th week at the Roda Kvarn here, 
At the Lorensberg, in Gothenburg, 
film is now in its 13th week., 

While touring in Sweden, Rex 
Stewart and his orch made some 
records for Swedish outfit, Cupol. 
Records are bestsellers here. 

Sven Nygren, 20th-Fox manager 
in Sweden, returned from Paris. 
Met’s manager Arne Hallin back 
from Hollywood and New York. 

New legit producing organization 
formed in Stockholm to be known 
as Ab Stockholmsteater. First play 
planned to preem at the Circus at 
Djurgarden next September. 
Among the founders is actress 
Barbro Koliberg. 


By Hal Cohen 

Johnny Harris to Hollywood for 
next three months with “Ice- 
Capades.” 

Lou Gilbert, ailing WB manager, 
improved since his arrival at Sara- 
sota, Fla. 

Comedian Willie Shore and 
Mage & Karr, dance team, into 
Carousel. ; 

Lenny Litman skedded King 
Cole Trio for Club Copa on recent 
N. Y. booking trip. 

George Jaffe stricken after Te 
turn from Hot Springs and taken 
to Montefiore hospital. 

Lou Gilbert, Warner theatre 
manager, off for Florida to com 
valesce from recent “heart attack. 

“Ice Follies” lays off for mon 
following engagement here, | re- 
suming April 16 in Minneapolis. 

Mary Martha Briney goes 
Chicago April 24 to sing in Blos- 
som Time”, on “Theatre of the 
Air.” 

Charley Earley, KDKA — 
editor, out of hospital after seve 
months; doctors ordered him 
rest until fall. ho 

Aleen Leslie, local girl W 
scripts “Date With Judy, 
checked in at Col oe to screen 

lay “Turn of Century.” 
” Joel Wesley, who did lead © 
“Another Part of Forest” at Play 


tour 
ello, 








house, joined Harry Kodinsky © 
fice in charge of radio promotio . 
Tommy Wonder, dancing ts s 
Mary Martin’s “Annie Get 4 for 
Gun,” reports he’s been a 4 
featured role in next Marx ds.” 
picture, “Hearts and Diamon 








Ellsworth Hoagland, Paramount _ 
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MARIZALES (RILL) WIRTH 
Mrs. Marizales Wirth, 78, former 
ck rider and ringmistress of 
the Wirth Family riding act, died 
her home in Kew Gardens Hills, 
L. L, March 30. 
Born in Australia, she was the 
daughter of Jobn Wirth, founder 
onthe Wirth Bros. Circus, Eegeet 
ut- 
in that country. F a 
nines tradition her husband, the 
late John Martin, took the Wirth 
family name. He died in 1907. 

Mrs. Wirth made her debut with 
the cireus at the age of 16. and ap- 
peared in a variety of acts before 
winning fame as a bareback rider. 
Her two daughters, May and Steila, 
and her two sons, Philip and 
Frank, followed the. same career. 
After 25 years on horseback, Mrs. 
Wirth took the ringmaster’s whip, 
and became kmown as the “grand 
old lady of the circus.” She was 
known to her family and intimates 
as Auntie Rill. 

The Wirths came to the U. S. 30 
years ago and appeared for 14 
years with Ringlings, Barnum & 
Bailey Cireus, and later toured 
Europe, Africa and South America. 
Ten years ago they retired. The 
sons now operate the Frank Wirth, 
Inc., agency, ing Shrine cir- 
cuses and booking outdoor attrac- 
tions for parks and fairs. 

May Wirth was acknowledged 





to be the greatest bareback rider 


ARIES 


for years he authored the “Crime 

Doctor” and “F.B.I. in Peace and 

War” series on Columbia Broad- 

casting System. 

a by a brother and a sis- 
r. 








JEAN FP. DIVERNOIS 
Jean Philippe D’lvernois, 79, 
one-time court oO 
March 27 at his heme in Pitts- 
One three children sur- 
im additien te his wife, is 
D’ivernois, head ef WE thea- 
sound department im Pitt area. 
A native of Geneva, Switzerland, 
D’Iverneis was related to Jeam 
Jacques Bosseen, the French 
author. A graduate of the Stuttgart 
(Germany) Conservatery of Musie, 
he had played with the Great West- 
erm Band, the Ecemomite Band, the 
Syria Temple band and several 
Pittsburgh theatre orchestras. In 
the last few years, he had been a 
teacher of music. r 
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“Snits” 
median, @ie@ im Mew York, April 
3. For many 











Paragon and Hirliograph studies 
which were then producing films 
in Fort Lee, N. J. It was there 
that he became acquainted with 
the stars of the film days. 
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charter member of 
Pioneers, Inc., was 

the Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers and belonged to the Fort 
Lee Lions Club. “ 


He leaves his wife and three 
sons. 





MAX MARCIN 


Max Marcin, 68, playwri died 
March 30 in Tueson, ieee oaees 
he had been under treatment off 
and on for more than a year. His 
3 at Belle Island, Conn. 


= a conn odramas, of which he 
contributed m 
screen and radio. x, ar a 
Born in Poland and later edu- 
cated in N..Y. he became a news- 
paver reporter on the old New 
ork Press. He had also written 
many short stories, some of them 
forming basis of plot for plays he 
wrote later. He was equally suc- 
cessful as a playwright. His first 
effort, in collaboration with Roy 
Atwell, was “Are You My Wife?” 
and then successively came “House 
of Glass,” “Cheating Cheaters,” 
Eyes of Youth,” “Here Comes the 
ride, “The Woman in Room 13” 
and “Three Live Ghosts,”, among 
Others. He had also done consid- 


erable doctori on oth lay- 
Wrights’ a ee 
2 the early 1930s he went-to 

ollywood to write for the ~films 
and later diverted to radio, where 


MAURICE ABRAHAMS 
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JOHN 
x. 79, former 
tenor with the Hayden and Ameri- 


Hempstead, L. L., March 30. 
While with the quartets he had 

made many cenecert appearances 

and also had been a pioneer in the 


gram pictures, died after a heart 
attack Mareh 27 in St. Louis. 

Conrad, who has been on the St. 
Leuis staff for Monogram for the 
past two years, has suffered from 
heart trouble for several years. He 
formerly worked for film ex- 
changes in Pittsburgh. His widow 
and daughter survive. 


DAVID MARKS 
David Marks, 50, vaude agent, 
died at Guy’s hospital, London, 
after Himess. Survived 
by widow (who will continue to 
operate), formerly Pauline Col- 
lins. 








FELIX JARECKI 
Felix Jarecki, 56, singing coach, 
died in Paris recently. During his 





career he had engineered the op- 


( 
EH 
i 
if 
"i 
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eratic careers of many noted sing- 


ers. 

Survived by two _ brothers, 
Tadeusz Jarecki, music lecturer at 
Columbia Univ., and Sigismond 
cece. violinist, of London and 

‘a 





MRS. LILLY DORN HERTZ - 
Mrs. Lilly Dorn Hertz, widow of 
Dr. Alfred Hertz, conductor of the 
San Francisco Symphony Orches- 
tra amd herself a concert singer, 
died in Guadalajara, Mexico, April 
4. She came to this country in 1909 
and appeared at the Hippodrome, 
N. ¥., in “A Trip to Japan.” Later 
she toured the country. 





FRANE S. MEGAREE 
Frank S. Megaree, 47, president 
of Scranton Broadcasters, Inc., 
died in that city March 30. His 
company operated station WGBI, 
Seranton. 

He leaves a wife and five chil- 
dren. 





JO—BN W. DAVIS 

John William Davis, 77, owner 
of the Monte theatre, Montezuma, 
Iowa, died at his home in that city, 
March 28. He had operated the 
theatre for 12 years. 

Survived by wife, two daughters, 
two brothers and a sister. 





JOE RUBENSTEIN 
Joe Rubenstein, 55, RKO film 
selesman in Los Angeles since 
1929, died in Hollywood, April 5. 
Surviving are wife and two 
daughters. 





JACK R. BURKE 


Jack R. Burke, 69, one time 
manager of the old Grand Opera 
House and the Queen theatre, 
San Antonio, died in that city 
March 30. 





ist in the Pauline theatre, died at 
eg in St. Louis, March 28. 
daughter survive. 


Mother of Charlies Escoe, treas- 
urer and manager of Detroit’s 





| 


Father of Paul A. Bronder, Pitts- 
burgh indie circuit. exhib, died at 
his home there March 22. 





Mr. and Mrs. Walter Smith, son, 
Hollywood, March 31. Father is a 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Anderson, 
son, Cleveland, March 23. Father 
is radio editor of the Cleveland 
Press. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Allen, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, March 28. Father 


Mr. and Mrs. Sy Friedman, son, 
New York, April 3. Father is chief 
photeg for NBC television. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Rudich, son, 
New York, April 5. Father is tele- 
vision director of Gainsborough 
Associates, indie package firm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Bond, Jr., 
daughter, April 2. Grandfather, 
Clayton Bond, Sr., is head film 
buyer for Warner Bros. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Jaffe, daugh- 
ter, New York, April 5. Mother is 
legit-film actress Jean Muir; father 
is theatrical attorney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Amussen, son, 
their third child, April 1, New 
York. He’s a book editor with Rey- 
nal & Hitchcock. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milt DeLugg, son, 
Hollywood, April 4. Father is 
musieal director of Abe Burrows 
air show. 

Mr. and Mrs., David Loew Jr., 


: 


daughter, Hollywood, April 5. 
Father is production assistant at 
Enterprise Pictures. 


Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lawrence, 


daughter, Hollywood, April 4th. 
Father is an actor. 





Action on 





tists, Actors Equity Assn., Screen 
Actors Guild, American Guild of 
Variety Artists and American 
Guild of Musical Artists were rep- 
resented, 


Although the “one big union” 
idea has been a conversational 
“must” among performer unions 
for the last 10 years, two new fac- 
tors give it urgency now. One is 
the arrival of television as a popu- 
lar entertainment medium using a 

number of performers. 
The other is the Taft-Hartley Law, 
which forbids sympathy strikes 
and thus puts a premium on the 
“one big union” setup for joint 
action. Other reasons for consoli- 
dation are the AGVA-Matt Shelvey 
mess, the multiple-card (and dues) 
nuisance and the involved benefit 
administration under Theatre Au- 
thority. 

While the leng-starcing obsta- 
cles te “one big union” still exist, 
it appears that they may no longer 
carry as much weight under the 
new conditions. For instance, one 
of the prime blocks to consolida- 
tion has always been a group in 
Equity which has stubbornly op- 
posed closer union with the other 
affiliates, partly because the legit 
union has a large treasury and 
because some of its veteran offi- 
cials feel it has jurisdictional 
seniority. 

Dullzell’s Turndown 

Recently, in response te an ap- 
proach from the AFRA national 
board for a meeting to discuss 
some sort of menger of the two 
unions, Paul Dullzell, Equity’s vet- 
eran executive-seeretary, wrote a 
blunt turndown letter stating that 
the legit outfit wasn’t “interested” 





Herbert F. Wegman, projection- | 


widow, three sons and a 


in the matter. However, that atti- 
tude is now subject to drastic re- 
vision and a sizable group in the 
Equity council is known to be de- 
termined to bring about a closer 
tie of all 4A’s unions. 

Although jurisdiction over tele- 
vision is claimed by all 4A’s affi- 
liates and a joint “authority” has 
been created to administer it, re- 
cent developments have given 
AFRA an edge in the field. For 
one thing, it mow appears that 
video will become an advertising 
medium, along the lines of radio, 
rather than like films or legit. 
Also, while both films and legit are 
thus far an integral part of tele 
entertainment, most production is 
by ‘companies in the radio field, 
and conditions of employment, 
fees, contracts, etc., are largely 
along the general lines prevailing 
in radio. 

Still another pro-radio factor in 
the emerging television setup is 
that AFRA has long-standing con- 


.|tracts with most of the 


t empioyers 
in the field, both sustaining and 
commercial. And, as the Equity 
and SAG officials probably have 
been told, the netwerks sought to 
include a television contract in the 
agreement reached last week with 
AFRA for a revision of the sustain- 
ing and commercial radio codes. If 


-|AFRA had accepted a television 


contract, Equity, SAG, AGVA and 
AGMA might have been in posi- 
tion only to protest an accom- 
plished fact. 

One of the original obstacles te 
“one big union” still survives. That 
is the question of which executives 
are to take precedence in the re- 
vised setup. The executives of the 
affiliate uniens have always eyed 
this matter carefully. Probably all 
the present executives would still 
be employed under the consolida- 
tion, but seme would obviously 
have expanded authority and in- 
creased pay. 

None Anxious te Head Setup 
executive heads of the affiliate un- 
ions is anxious to step forward 
right away as top official of the 
all-powerful group, possibly be- 
cause who ever takes the assign- 
ment first may be putting himself 
in a vulnerable spot. They may 
remember how the late Frank Gill- 
more was shunted aside by being 
elevated from the presidency -ef 
Equity to head the in-name-only 
(at that time) 4A’s. As Equity 
prez, he had a loyal following in 
his own union, but as 4A’s head 
he had no union of his own, and 
was dependent on the votes of the 
affiliate representatives. 

There are rumors that several of 
the top execs of the affiliate unions 
intend to put a “compromise” per- 
son in as executive head of the 
“one big union,” particularly 
should the new organization be 
launched as a television authority. 
He would be largely a figurehead, 





Continued from page 1 


‘Big Union’ 


with supervisory authority in the 
hands of the affiliate execs. That 
would enable the affiliate execs to 
retain their safe holds on their 
own memberships, but might not 
make for a genuinely strong cen- 
tral organization and, thus, might 
not be aceeptable to the deter- 
mined proponents of the “one big 
union” plan. 

The first concrete step toward 
formation of the one-card setup 
was made as early as 1940. when 
the 4A’s commissioned Bernard 
Reis, a certified public aceountant, 
to make a survey on its feasibility. 
The ensuing report, made at a cost 
of $10,000 but never made public, 
recommended the consolidation of 
all 4A’s affiliates. 

The Reis report cited economies 
possible through the merger. The 
report also recommended a method 


4whereby due could be increased 


if the membership paid on the 
basis of annual earnings, as is done 
in AFRA and SAG. Thus, dues 
would not be imereased for the 
small earners in the industry, 
while topealaried performers 


would carry the burden of finance. 





Army te Spenser 


Coentinue@ from: page 1 
tied to the curpent cold war in 


Europe. 

Among those pesformers who 
have either aiready committed 
themselves to German and 
trian itineraries or,mullimg the 
proposal are the Martha Graham 
dance troupe, Patricia. Travis, Ye- 
hudi Menuhin, Belem Traubel, 
Tom Scott and Alfred Wallenstein. 
Miss Travis would probably be the 
first te go and the Army is seeking 
to arrange transpertatiom for the 
end of April. 

While the War Dept. is behind 
all negotiations with these artists 
and others, it won’t pay the costs 
of their trips besause ef budget 
limitations. Instead, it's arranging 
for private financimg threugh vari- 
ous foundations amd wealthy pri- 
vate individuals wie'll pay the fare 
for the tours. All bankrolling is 
expected to be cleared through the 
American Music Centre. . 

Army’s complete program is to 
send 12 groups during the first six 
months of the plan. Army officials, 
however, are insisting that only top 
personalities be’ considered since 
they’re out to impress the Ger- 


come persistent Nazi propaganda 
that Ameriea is a nation of money- 
grabbers without intelligence 


or 
culture. Army braintrusters think 
it will prove that there’s something 
elise in the world besides Teutonic 
culture. bate 

Previously, American artists have 
gone across at the request ef the 
Army but only for special services 
to the armed forces. Menuhin, 
however, last fall gave a few 
formances for the German publie 
with terrific success, o 


M IAGES 


Janet Waldo to Rebert Lee, 
Hollywood, March 30. She’s radio’s 
Corliss Archer; he’s a radio writer- 
director. 

Sunnie O’Dea to Charles Simone, 
New York, March 31. Bride’s the 
stage and screen dancer. 

Myrtle Kay Barlow to W. J. 
Cammer, Dallas, Mareh 28. He's 
manager of the Sereen Guild ex- 
change there. 

Mary Hendricksen te Walter 
Good, Chicago, March 30. Bride 
is skater in “Iee-Capades”; he’s 
manager of the icer, currently at 
Chi arena. 

Eileen Quinan to Robert McGar- 
ray, Chicago, April 3. -Bride is 
auditor at Mutual Entertainment 
Agency, Inc. 

Phyllis Coates to Richard Bare, 
Las Vegas, March 28... Bride’s 
a sereen actress; he’s a director. | 

Patti Alicoate to John J. Bergen, 
Jr., New York, April 1. Bride is 
daughter of Jack W. Alieoate and 
staffer on latter’s Film Daily. 

Jasmine Krimiam to Russell 
Forrest, Hollywood, April 5. She’s 
a film flack; he’s a studio set de- 
signer. 

Betty Brady to John T. Bourke, 
Las Vegas, April 4. Bride is a 
Republic flack; he’s lecation man- 
ager for same studio. 

Helene Ambrose to Waiter N. 
Greaza, New York, April 3. Bride 
is former stock ‘and legit actress; 
he’s stage, screen, radin ~~ nd 
| former asst. exee sec of Equity. 
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Your megnificent ree- 
erd brilliently fere- 
casts your future! | 
see mony mere tri- 
umphs te come... 
they are approaching 
fast. Your aecomplish- 
ments assure success 
on 
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